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HISTORY 

OF  THE  COUNTIES,  CITIES, 

BOROUGHS, 

IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


GKNESAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  BBPRESENTA- 
TIOS. 

THE  members  Tor  the  fifty-two  counties  are  all 
elected  by  one  uniforai  right.  Except  in  certain 
cities  and  towns  having  peculiar  jurisdictions, 
every  man,  throughout  England  and  Wales,  pos- 
sessed of  forty  shillings  per  annum  freehold,  is  en- 
titled to  vote  for  the  county  in  which  such  free- 
hold is  situated. 

With  respect  to  the  different  cities,  towns,  and 
boroughs,  they  exercise  a  variety  of  separate  and 
distinct  privileges,  scarcely  capable  of  being 
classed  in  any  methodical  order,  and  still  less  of 
being  ascertained  by  the  application  of  any  fixed 
priociple.  Id  the  greater  part  of  tbem,  indeed, 
the  right  of  voting  appears  to  be  vested  in  the 
freemen  of  bodies  corporate;  but  under  this  gene- 
ral term,  an  infinite  diversity  of  peculiar  customs 
is  to  be  found.     lo  some  places,  the  number  of 
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votes  is  limited  to  a  select  body  not  6X066(1105 
ten;  in  others,  it  is  extended  to  eight  or  ten  thou- 
*and.  In  some  places,  the  freeman  must  be  a 
resident  inhabitant  to  entitle  him  to  vote;  in 
others,  his  presence  is  required  only  at  an  election. 
The  right  to  the  freedom  is  also  different  in 
different  boroughs,  and  may,  according  to  peculiar 
□sage,  be  (JjtaiDcd  by  birth,  servitude,  marriage, 
redemption,  &c.,  &c. 

The  remaining  rights  of  voting  are  of  a  stilt 
more  complicated  description,  Burgageholds, 
leaseholds,  and  freeholds,  scot  and  lot  inhabitants, 
householders,  inhabitants  at  large,  potwaltopers, 
and  commonalty,  each  in  different  boroughs  pre- 
vail, and  create  endless  misunderstandings  and 
litigation.  This  arises  from  the  difficulty  which 
is  daily  found  in  defining  and  Settling  the  legal 
import  of  those  numerous  distinctions  which,  in 
some  places,  commit  the  choice  of  two  menibCTS 
to  as  many  inhabitants  as  every  house  can  con- 
tain ;  in  others,  to  the  possessor  of  a  spot  of 
ground,  where  neither  houses  nor  inhabitants 
have  been  seen  for  years  ;  and  which,  in  many 
instances,  have  even  baffled  the  wisdom  of  parlia- 
ment to  determine  who  are  entitled  to  Tote,  or 
what  constitutes  their  right. 

In  the  city  of  London,  and  many  other  cities 
and  towns  having  peculiar  jurisdiction,  a  man 
possessed  of  an  income  of  one  thousand  pounds, 
or  any  greater  sum,  arising  from  c<^yhold,  lease- 
hold for  ninety-nine  years,  trade,  property  in  the . 
national  fli&ds,  or  even  freeholds,  is  iwt  thereby 
entitled  to  vote. 
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Beli^iouB  opinions  create  an  incapacitj  to  ezer- 
eise  the  elective  franchise.  All  catholics  are 
excluded  generally ;  and  by  the  operation  of  the 
test  laws,  protestant  dissenters  are  deprived  of  a 
voice  10  the  election  of  representatives  in  all  those 
boroof^bs,  where  th6  right  of  voting  is  confined  to 
tb«  corporate  officers  alone. 

A  roan  paying  taxes  to  any  amount,  however 
great,  for  his  domestic  establish ment,  does  not 
obtain  a  right  to  vote,  unless  his  residence  he  in 
•oine  borough  where  that  right  is  vested  in  the 
inhabitants. 

To  restore  the  ancient  right  of  election,  as  it 
was  exercised  in  the  tythings  of  the  respective 
hundreds  in  each  county  by  the  householders  in 
Dumerical  divisions,  Wtiuld  at  once  correct  all  the 
existing  abuses,  and  establish  a  representation  of 
the  people  perfectly  fair  and  equal.  It  would 
extioguiitb  all  contentions  about  elective  rights, 
and  Mvejvillions  of  money  wasted  in  expensive 
contests.  The  elective  franchise  ought  to  be 
commoD  and  personal ;  and,  if  not  exercised  by 
all,  which,  by  the  earliest  writs  of  Edward  the 
First,  we  find  to  have  been  the  constitutional 
right  of  the  people,  the  qualification  should  be  so 
moderate,  that  there  might  be  no  condition  in 
life  io  which  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of 
every  individual  to  acquire  it  by  labour,  by  in- 
dustry, or  by  talent. 

If,  in  the  end,  this  should  furnish  an  election, 

u  w«  believe  it  would  do,  for  the  whole  United 

Kingdom,  by  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  of  heads 

oflamiliei,  enough  would  be  done  to  guard  the 
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rights  of  property  on  one  haiid,  and  td  satisfy  the 
national  claims  of  personal  representation  on  th< 
other  ;  and  if  a  constituent  power  so  fonned,  so 
extended,  and  so  limited,  be  not  sufficient  to 
create  a  free  and  independent  house  of  cominoasi 
the  case  is  desperate ;  the  object  can  never  be 
obtained. 
Bursh'i  In  support  of  personal  right  it  is  contended, 

uLquis.  that  every  one  haa  what  may  be  called  property ; 
every  man  has  life,  personal  liberty,  character,  a 
right  to  his  earnings,  a  right  to  his  religious  pro- 
fession and  worship  according  to  his  conscience, 
&c. ;  and  many  men  who  are  in  a  state  of  dependence 
upon  others,  and  who  receivecharity.haveyetwiveft 
and  children,  in  whom  they  have  a  right.  Thus  the 
poor  are  liable  to  be  injured  by  the  government  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  According  to  the  commonly 
received  doctrine,  that  servants  and  those  who 
receive  alms  have  no  right  to  vote  for  members  of 
parliament,  an  immense  multitude  of  people  are 
deprived  of  all  power  to  determine  who  shall  be 
tlie  protectors  of  their  lives,  their  personal  liberty, 
their  little  property,  (which  though,  singly  consi- 
dered, is  of  small  value,  yet  is,  in  the  aggregate, 
a  great  object,)  and  the  virtue  of  their  wives  and 
daughters.  That  which  is  peculiarly  hard  upon 
the  poor  in  this  case  is  that,  though  they  have  no 
share  in  determiniog  who  shall  be  the  lawgivers  of 
their  cqunlry,  they  have  a  heavy  share  in  raising 
the  taxes  which  support  its  government.  The 
taxes  on  malt,  beer,  leather,  soap,  candles,  .and 
other  articles,  which  are  paid  chiefly  by  the  poor 
who  are  allowed  no  vote  for  members  of  parlia- 
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meat  are  equal  in  amount  to  a  heavy  land  tax. 
The  landed  interest  would  complain  grievously  if 
they  had  no  power  of  electing  representatives;  and 
it  is  in  free  states  an  established  maxim,  that  who- 
ever contributes  to  the  expenses  of  government, 
ought  to  be  satisfied  conceraingthe  application  of 
the  money  contributed  by  him,  and  consequently 
ought  to  have  a  share  in  electing  those  who  have 
power  over  its  application. 

That  the  collective  body  of  qualified  electors 
should  be  as  numerous  as  possible  is  also  desirable 
for  many  reasons ;  but  principally  because  a  great 
number  of  electors,  by  making  each  individual 
Tote  of  no  venal  value,  and  hardly  worth  solicita- 
tion, is  of  itself  a  better  security  sgainst  corrup- 
tion, than  the  severest  laws  against  bribery.  The 
security  which,  on  the  other  side,  this  would 
afford  against  violence  and  Action,  depends  on  the 
personal  circumstance,  eharacter,  and  situation  of 
the  voters.  To  exclude  the  effect  of  influence  and 
&TOr  on  human  actions  is  impossible;  but  when 
the  elector  has  something  to  give,  and  nothing  to 
sell,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  his  incli- 
BatioD  and  his  judgment  will  go  together,  and  de- 
tenniDe  him  in  favor  of  the  worthiest  candidate. 
A  house  of  commons  thus  chosen  by  the  com- 
bined  operation  of  property  and  population,  will 
be  five  and  independent,  if  any  thing  can  make  it  - 
so.  To  maintain  it  free  and  independent  of  any 
influence  or  interest  but  that  of  its  con8titiient8» 
the  choice  of  new  lepresentatives  must  irequcotly 
revert  to  the  pec^le. 
The  advocates,  however,  flH  limKed  right  ofsuf- 
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fnge  desire  to  restore  the  constitution  to  the  state 
in  which  it  existed  from  the  earliest  times  to  the 
passing  the  statute  of  the  eighth  of  Henry  the 
Sixth  ;  and  to  reinstate  every  householder  in  Great 
Britain,  paying  parish  taxes,  in  the  right  of  voting 
tor  one  member  of  parliament. 

The  species  of  property  which  constitutes  this 
qualification,  has  the  advant^e  of  being  Open, 
ostensible,  and  incapable  of  being  disputed.  It 
indicates  a  real  residence,  and  implies  a  stationary 
interest  in  the  place  for  which  the  vote  is  given 
and  the  representative  chosen.  But,  besides  the 
possession  of  at'ompetent  property,  of  which  the 
eccupatioh  of  a  house  paying  taxes  is  a  sufllci«nt 
presumption,  a  householder  has  other  quflHtiea. 
which  ought  to  recommend  him  to  fevourable  dia- 
titiction,  and  particulariy  to  the  trust  in  question. 
H«  is  necessarily  (he  master,  and  probably  the 
father^  of  a  family-  In  the  flrst  character,  he  haa 
(teiBOBal  oriedit  and  tcspect  to  maintain  ;  in  the  se- 
condi  he  has  given  actual  hostages  to  society.  He 
is  tiie  natural  guardian  and  virtual  representative, 
not  only  of  his  family  and  servants,  but  of  all  those 
who  depend  upon  him  for  support,  proteotion,  or 
employment.  Such  a  station  deserves  coi^vleiice» 
and  should  be  made  respeetable,  that  all  men  may 
be  prompted  and  encouraged  to  rise  to  it.  The  Te>- 
latiODs  and  duties  that  belong  to  it  are  antecedent 
to  all  positive  institutiona,  and  constitute  at  one* 
thebakis  and  the  security  of  civil  society. 

By  these  means  it  is  coniepded,  that  ail  the  uie- 
ful  and  effective  purposes  of  a  refefm  in  the  cdB" 
«tniGtit>n  of  the  home  of  comnoaft  would  be  snffi* 
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cieDtljr  anflwered.  Tbey  indeed  who  hope  to  suc- 
ceed ID  practical  measures  of  geDeral  operation, 
mu«t  yield  to  circumstances  which  they  caonot 
command,  must  apply  the  principles  no  further 
than  they  will  go  with  safety,  and  must  be  satisfied 
viitk  general  effects.  That  final  issue  between 
two  comeodiDg  interests,  with  which  neither  of 
tbem  is  thoroughly  amtented,  is  rery  likely  to  be 
the  best  for  them  both.  At  6rat  sight  it  looks  like 
bravery  to  rua  into  estremes;  but  to  keep  the 
middle  path,  and  to  be  ready  to  encounter  the  rio- 
knce  of  either  side,  or  of  both  when  they  unite,  as 
thoy  T«ry  often  do.  is  the  surest  proof  of  political 
aaunga,  as  well  as  of  prudence  and  virtue. 

Ta  cany  this  princi  pie  into  effect,  a  considerable 
ahMatiou  must  be  made  io  the  present  distribution 
d  tbe  elective  power.  To  involve  the  numben 
by  whom  the  power  ought  to  be  exercised,  it  must 
be  diatrtbuted  equally  and  impartially  over  tbe 
whol*  surfwe  of  the  kingdom.  To  obtaio  that 
end,  the  moat  certain  and  tbeeaaiest  course  would 
undoubtedly  be  by  a  new  division  of  the  country, 
for  the  single  purpose  of  electing  a  fiur  and  equal 
refkraaentation,  and  for  n»  e<A«r.  A  new  divisioo 
is  indiapcsaable ;  for  that  which  is  wanted  is  a  fkei 

BOUSE    or    COMHORSi     AND    A    KBAL    KlPftS- 

■BKTATioir.  Any  measure  of  reform  which  does 
not  really  give,  and  effectually  aecure,  that  object, 
is  more  than  unprofitable,  and  tbe  efibrts  to  obtain 
it  are  merely  -tfaiowa  away.  For  if  any  consider^ 
able  stir  in  this  businsfs  shonld  once  be  made  with- 
out  success,  it  is  not  rational  to  expect  that  the 
natioa  would  tvcr  be  brought  to  make  a  sooond. 
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The  whole  measure,  therefore,  must  not  only  be 
adequate  to  the  whole  of  its  purpose,  but  it  must 
move  together  and  act  at  once  with  all  its  force.' 
Gradual  alterations  or  progressive  improTements, 
which  some  recommead,  would  all  be  successively 
absorbed,  and  ultimately  sunk  into  the  existing 
system.  Partial  remedies  serve  only  to  eoften  the 
symptoms,  and  to  induce  a  habit  of  acquiescence 
in  predominant  error,  while  they  leave  entire  the 
root  of  the  evil.  If  an  effectual  reform  of  the  house 
of  commons  is  not  to  be  had  now,  we  should  take 
care  not  to  make  it  unattainable  hereafter. by  any 
act  of  agreement  or  composition,  with  the  raisduef 
itself,  or  with  the  interests  which  support  it.<~- 
Much  may  be  expected  from  the  progress  of  events 
in  their  present  course.  In  better  times,  the  mea- 
sure may  be  carried  by  consent ;  in  worse,  by  ne- 
cessity. 

By  the  re-establishment  of  the  hundreds  and 
tythinga  in  each  county,  the  system  of  represent- 
ation may  be  renovated,  and  a  reform  obtained 
upon  either  of  these  principles.  Such  a  number 
of  the  hundreds  as  would  have  a  right  to  chooae 
one  member  of  parliament  might  be  associated  into 
a  district  for  that  purpose,  and  the  poll  be  taken  in 
each  hundred  before  the  constable  on  the  same  day 
and  hour  all  .over  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  All 
disputes  about  the  right  of  voting  would  thus  be 
removed ;  every  man  would  be  known  and  recog- 
nized in  his  own  hundred.  All  expense  of  carry- 
ing  electees  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  ano- 
ther to  vote  would  be  prevented ;  and  all  the  con- 
fusion, tumult,  end  riot  attendii^  the  present  mode 
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of  election  would  be  avoided.  No  individual  at 
preseot  possessing  the  right  of  voting  would  be 
disqualified,  and  every  man  having  a  claim  to  that 
privilt^e  would  be  restored  to  it.  By  thus  divid- 
ing the  counties  into  single  districts,  the  absurdity 
and  iocooTenience  of  choosiag  two  persons,  very 
often  of  opposite  principles,  to  represent  the  same 
place,  would  likewise  be  avoided.  Such  agents^ 
instead  of  unitt^  to  serve  their  principals,  can 
only  be  employed  in  counteracting  each  other,  if 
they,  act  at  all,  and  finally  leave  their  constituents, 
without  an  effective  voice  in  parliament. 

Having  premised  thus  much  respecting  general 
representation,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  county  of  Bedford  in  particular. 


COUNTY  OF  BEDFORD. 

Bedfordshire  is  an  iohiid  county,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Huntingdonshire  and  Northamp- 
tonshire, on  the  west  by  Buckinghamshire,  on  the 
south  by  the  same  county  and  that  of  Hertford, 
and  on  the  east  by  Hertford  and  Cambridge.  Its 
limits  are  winding  and  irregular,  and  its  only  na- 
tural ones  are  the  Ouse  for  a  short  space  on  the  east 
^d  the  west,  and  a  rivulet  on  the  south-west 
border.  Its  form  is  nearly  oval,  about  33  miles 
.long,  and  13  broad,  being  73  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  containing  about    2()0,000    square 
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pmperty'tax,  1S06,  was  £5m,&i6.  And  the 
amouut  of  the  poor's  rates  io  1803,^47.484:  at 
the  rate  of  3«,  9id,  in  the  pound.  Tbe  average 
acale  of  mortality,  for  \0  years,  appears  to  have 
bees  to  the  population,  as  I  to  49. 

BBPRESENTATIVB  HISTOBY. 

Petitiok8,  December  IS,  1698. — A  peti>CM«w,  p. 
tion  of  W.  Duocome  and  T.  Braouall,  esqrs.,**' 
was  presented  to  the  house  aod  read,  aettiag 
forth  that,  at  tbe  last  electiim  of  knighte  of 
tbe  shire  for  the  county,  Edward  Lord  Russell 
and  Sir  William  tiostwick  were  returned,  by 
reason  that  votes  were  procured  by  entertain- 
ments and  other  illegal  me^ns,  and  by  reason 
that  many  freeholders,  who  offered  to  poll 
for  the  petitioners,  were  prevented  by  tb«  sfawiff 
and  bis  offlcera;  alt  which  proceedings  w«rft  to 
tbe  injury  of  the  petitionere,  who  were  candtdafees 
•t  the  said  eleetion,  and  ought  to  haT«  been  re* 
turned:  and  firaying  relief  in  the  premises. 

Tbe  house  decided,  that  Edward  Lord  Russell 
is  duly  elecfeal  a  Icnight  of  the  ahirs  for  this 
CMiniy ; 

Th«t  Sir  William  Goetwtck  is  duly  clectad  s 
knight  of  the  shire  for  this  county. 

March  31,  ^7^6^  «  petition  of  John  C«ter, 
mq.f  was  read;  shewing,  that  at  tbe  electkw  6( 
khightB  of  tbe  shire  for  this  con&ty,  tbe  petitioner, 
Willwito  HHIeradefl,  Sir  Pynsent  Charneck,  and 
John  Harvey,  esq.,  were  candidates.  That  the 
peAitioR«f  and  tbe  said  Williaffi  Hillersden  bad  a 
majotily  of  legal  votn ;  but  «etr«ra1  persons  voting 
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for  the  said  Mr.  Harvey,  though  not  qualified ; 
and,  by  the  illegal  practices  used  by  the  said  Mr. 
Harvey  and  agents,  there  was  procured  a  ma- 
jority of  sixteen  above  the  petitioner,  who  other- 
wise would  have  had  a  majority :  and  praying,  &c. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Pynsent  Charnock  was  also 
presented,  but  withdrawn  on  the  18th  of  May  fol- 
low iog. 

The  house  resolved,  that  John  Harvey,  esq. 
is  not  duly  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament. 

Resolved,  that  John  Cater,  esq.,  is  duly  elected 
a  member  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  parliament 
for  this  county ;  and  ordered  the  return  to  be 
amended. 

At  the  geoera]  election  in  1784,  Lord  Ossory 
was  chosen  by  a  considerable  majority:  and  the 
Hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John,  now  Lord  St.  John, 
was  returned  as  having  a  majority  of  one  over 
■  Lord  Ongiey.  In  178^,  Lord  Ongley  petitioned 
for  the  return  to  be  amended  in  his  fevour,  by 
the  correction  of  a  mistake  made  in  the  poll.  It 
was  allied,  that  a  vote  had  been  entered  for  Mr. 
St.  John,  which  had  in  fact  been  given  for  Lord 
Ongley,  and  that  the  sberifiT  (due  application  hav- 
ing been  made  to  bim  for  that  purpose)  should 
have  corrected  that  mistake,  and  should  have  de- 
clared the  majority  in  favour  of  Lord  Ongley.  It 
was  debated  in  the  house  whether  this  petition 
related  to  the  return  only,  or  to  the  merits  of  the 
election  ;  and  the  former  was  finally  determioed. 
The  committee,  forming  the  opinion  upon  the 
bal^Bce  of  the  evidence  on  each  side,  resolved, 
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-  1 .  "  That  the  appIicatioD  to  the  sherifif  was  sDch, 
and  made  in  such  time,  as  to  call  upon  him  to 
attend  to  it." 

9.  "  That  he  ought  to  have  taken  the  vote  of 
William  Lugsden  from  the  poll  of  Mr.  St.  John, 
and  ordered  it  to  the  poll  of  Lord  Ongley." 

The  committee  accordingly  did  what  the  sheriff 
might  and  ought  to  have  done ;  viz.  corrected 
the  poll  and  gave  it  to  Lord  Ongley. 

In  l7S5y  the  merits  of  this  election  became  the 
subject  of  enquiry  before  another  committee  on  a 
petition  from  the  Hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John, 
which  contained  a  general  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, a  charge  of  bribery  against  Lord  Ongley, 
and  an  allegation  that  the  sheriff  had  admitted 
many  ill^al  votes  in  his  favour,  and  roistered 
many  legal  votes  tendered  for  Mr.  St.  John.  This 
petition  stood  uholiy  unconnected  with  the  former, 
and  in  the  same  point  of  view  as  if  Lord  Ongley 
had  been  the  member  originally  returned,  and  Mr. 
St.  John  had  at  first  petitioned  against  him  upon 
the  merits  of  the  election. 

This  committee  determined,  that  Mr.  St.  John 
was  entitled  to  the  seat  by  a  legal  majority  of  votes. 
This  case  affords  a  clear  illustration  of  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  merits  of  the  election  and 
of  the  utum. 

IHPLDBHCB. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  can  always  return  one 
member  for  tbiscoun^;  the  other  is  frequently 
contested.  Through  this  interest  the  Right  Hon. 
Richard  Titzpatrick  was  elected  by  a  majority 
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of  IS  in  1806.  The  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
professii%  political  influence  in  their  county  are 
the  Earl  of  Ossory,  Lord  St.  John,  Lord  Ongley» 
Sir  George  Osborne,  Sir  G.  O.  P.  Turner,  S.  Whit- 
bread,  and  Francis  Pym,  esqre. 


TOWN  OF  BEDFORD. 

Bedford  is  the  county  town  of  Bedfordshire, 
ten  miles  from  OIney,  and  fifty  from  London ; 
containing  &  parishes,  7S3  houses,  and  3,948  inha- 
bitants, being  1,713  males  and  3,936  females,  of 
whom  5,991  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
varioua  trades  and  manufactures. 

It  hsi  five  parish  churches,  the  principal  of 
which  is  St.  Paul's;  two  meeting-houses ;  seve- 
ral hospitals  ;  a  house  of  industry;  and  an  iu- 
firmary  ;  with  a  good  trade  in  corn  by  the  way  of 
Lynn.  The  soil  of  the  neighbourhood  is  particu- 
larly productive  of  good  wheat  and  barley,  the  first 
of  which  goes  chiefly  by  land-carrii^e  to  the 
markets  of  Hitehin  and  Hertford,  where  it  is 
bought,  gronnd  into  meal,  and  etiried  to  London. 
Its  river,  sometimea,  after  rain,  makes  snch  an 
inundation  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  that  it  is  common 
for  the  people  there  to  say,  "  the  bailiff  of  Bed- 
ford is  coming/*  The  markets  are  on  Saturday 
for  coro,  and  on  Tuesday  for  cattle. 

Tb«  UMnor  of  the  town  n  held  from  the  crown 
by  the  eorporation,  by  virtue  of  ancient  grantt: 
the  first  of  which  is  IS  of  Heniy  II.  at  irbich 
time  the  burgesses  fiacd  in  40  mark*  to  hare  the 
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same  liberty  the  burgesses  of  Oxford  enjojecl. 
After  whicli  King  Henry  III.  by  charter,  dated 
April  30, 1S96,  confirmed  this  borough  to  the  bur* 
gesses,  on  their  payment  of  a  fee  farm-rent  of 
forty  pounds  per  annum. 

BCPBESENTATITE  HISTORY. 

This  town  sent  burgesses  to  parliameot  at  the 
first  summons  of  the  twenty-third  of  Edvard  the 
First.     It  bad  then  a  mayor  belonging  to  it. 

Petitions. — In    UiiO,    there  were    two   iur  Wiiiii,it, 
dentures ;    in    one.    Sir    Beauchamp    St,  John, 
and  Sir  Samuel  Luke  were  returned  ;  and   io 
the  other.  Sir  Beaucbamp  St.  John,  and  William 
Boteler. 

May  I .  "  Ordered  that  Sir  Beauchamp  St.  Jobq 
do  sit,  he  being  in  both  returns." 

"  That  Mr.  Boteler  and  Sir  Samuel  Luke  do  for- 
bear to  sit  till  tbeir  controversy  be  decided." 

Augusts,  1641.  "  Resolved,  upon  the  question, 
that  Sir  Samuel  Luke  is  well  elected  as  a  buiyes* 
for  the  town  of  Bedford,  and  ought  to  serve  as  « 
member  of  the  house.*' 

May  16,  1661.  Sei;jeaat  Charleton  reports 
from  the  committee,  conceming  the  several  n^cutwiv. 
turns  for  the  town  of  Bedford,  that  John  Keeling* 
•erjeant  at  law,  and  Richard  Taylor,  esq.,  were 
returned  in  two  iadentures  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  buigesses ;  and  that  Sir  Samuel  Luke  and  Mr. 
Taylor  were  returned  in  another  indenture  by  the 
mayor ;  and  the  opinioo  of  the  committee,  that 
Seijeant  Keeling  ought  to  sit  until  the  said  elec- 
tion be  determined  :  to  which  the  house  i^reed. 
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March  S9.  1690.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
FranklyD,  knight,  was  read,  shewing  that  he  was 
duly  elected  and  chosen  by  the  proper  officers  of 
this  town,  and  the  return  heing  made  to  the  high 
sberi£f,  which  he  received  and  returned  to  the  un- 
der sheriff,  with  orders  that  he  should  deliver  the 
same  without  any  alteration  to  the  clerk  of  the 
crown,  which  he  carried  to  the  clerk's  ofBce ;  but 
about  the  nineteenth  or  twentieth  instant,  be 
went  to  the  clerk's  office,  and  altered  the  return, 
by  tearing  off  tbe  indenture  from  the  precept 
wherein  the  petitioner  was  returned,  and  affixed 
another  in  the  room  of  it,  whereby  Mr.  Christy, 
with  Mr.  Hillersden,  are  returned  In  abuse  of 
your  petitioner,  and  the  said  borough,  whereupon 
a  double  return  is  pretended,  purposely  to  delay 
the  petitioner  from  serving  in  tbe  house ;  and 
praying  that  the  under  sheriff  and  clerk  of  the 
crown  may  shew  cause  why  the  return  was  altered, 
and  that  the  precept  may  be  produced,  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  petitioner  may  be  received  and  al- 
lowed. 

The  committee  of  privil^^  and  elections,  con- 
traiy  to  modem  practice,  proceeded  to  try  tbe 
merits  of  the  election  as  well  aa  that  of  the  return, 
and  reported, 

"  That  Sir  William  Fraoklyn  is  not  duly  elected 
a  buigess  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for 
this  borough." 

"  That  Thomas  Christy,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament  for  this 
borough." 

"  That  the  matter  upon  tbe  petition  of  Sir  Wil- 
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liam  Franklyn,  and  of  the  returns  of  the  burgesses 
for  the  said  town,  be  specially  reported  to  the 
House." 

A  petition  of  Sir  William  Franklyn  was  offered 
to  the  House,  and  brought  to  the  table,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect :  "  That  he  was  surprised,  by  the 
Order  of  the  committee  which  Mr.  Christy  had 
obtained,  to  hear  the  merits  of  the  election,  with 
the  mnttcrof  the  double  return,  and  therefore  had 
not  instructed  his  counsel,  nor  was  provided  for 
defence  in  that  matter,  the  said  order  being  ob- 
tained, ex  parte;  and  it  being  proposed  to  read 
the  petition,  it  was  refused.  Then  a  motion  was 
made  to  recommit  the  report^  which  was  also  de- 
nied." 

The  several  resolutions  were  then  read  asecond 
tlme^  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Ordered,  "That  the  under  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Bedford  betaken  into  the  custody  of  the  serjeant 
at  arms  attending  this  house,  for  his  misdemeanor, 
touching  the  return  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this 
present  parliament  for  this  borough.*' 

Ordered,  "That  the  mayor  of  this  town  be  taken 
into  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this 
housej  for  his  misdemeanor  in  the  late  election 
of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament 
for  this  borough."  -  ^ 

Ordered,  "  That  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  this 
town  do  attend  the  House  on  Monday  next,  to 
amend  the  return  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent parliament  for  this  borough,  andthat  the  clerk 
ofthecroWn  do  then  also  attend  with  the  said 
return," 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  c 
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Resolved,  "  Tbat  after  a  return  made  into  th« 
crown  office  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  tbe 
same  shall  not  be  altered  by  the  sheriff  or  clerk 
ftf  the  crown,  or  any  other  but  by  the  House." 

Nov.  2,  1705.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Rolf, 
esr|.  was  read  ;  shewing  tbe  petitioner  was  a  can* 
didate  at  the  last  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  this  town,  but  by  bribery,  menaces, 
and  other  indirect  practices.  Sir  Philip  Monoux, 
and  William  Farrer,  esq.  (who  also  were  candi- 
dates,) procured  a  considerable  majority  of  voters 
over  the  petitioner,  and  were  returned  ;  and  pray 
ing,  &c. 

Ordered,"  To  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  pri- 
vileges and  elections  to  examine  the  matter,  and 
report  it  with  their  opiniofi." 

March  5, 1713-  A  petition  of  Wm.  Farrer,  esq. 
was  read;  shewing,  that  at  theelection  for  this  bo- 
rough, where  the  petitioner  and  Samuel  Rolt,  esq. 
were  candidates,  that  Mr.  Rolt,  at  the  time  of  the 
said  election,  was  not  qualified  according  to  act 
of  parliament ;  and  that  the  petitioner  had  tbe 
mc^ority,  notwithstanding  which,  the  mayor  and 
beiliffs  of  the  said  borough  did  unduly  elect  and 
return  the  said  Mr.  Rolt,  in  wroBg  oif  the  peti- 
tioner; and  praying,  &c. 

Ordered,  "  To  be  referred  to  th»  committee  of 
privileges  and  elections  to  axamine  the  matters, 
and  report  it  with  their  opinion." 

No  determination  on  tbe  journals  upon  tbe  Last 
two  petitions. 

This  borough  bad,  during  almost  a  century, 
been  under  the  influence  of  the  Bedford  faisiiy  : 
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but  in  the  year  1763,  wh^  Mr.  Wilkes  was  in  the 
zenith  of  his  popularity,  the  corporation,  whom 
the  late  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  grandfather  of  the 
present  Duke,  bad  offended,  in  order  to  destroy 
the  Bedford  interest  in  that  town,  created  a  great 
number  of  honorary  freemen,  among  whom  were 
the  late  Sir  Robert  Bernard,  Mr.  Alderman  Town- 
send,  John  Home  Tooke,  esq.,  and  several  more 
independent  gentlemen,  traders,  and  yeomen. 
Sir  Robert  Bernard  was  elected  recorder,  and  the 
borough  seemed  to  have  gained  a  perfect  inde- 
pendence. A  petition  was,  however,  presented  Laid  Gien- 
by  Mr.  Whittwead  and  Mr.  Howard  against  the,.u"p.6o. 
election  of  Sir  William  Wake,  bart.,  and  Robert 
Sparrow,  esq. ;  in  which  the  petitioners  disputed 
the  right  of  such  bui^esses  and  freemen  as  were 
Qon -residents,  which  they  supported  on  the  last 
determinatioD  of  the  bouse,  on  the  19th  of  April, , 
1690. 

The  committee  were  of  opinion,  that  the  words 
of  the  above  resolution  '*  being  householders,"  do 
not  reier  to  the  bui^esses  and  freemen,  but  to  the 
inhabitants  only. 

The  churman  also  added,  although  not  in  the 
formal  words  of  a  resolution,  that  the  committee 
were  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  objection  of  oc- 
casionality  would  not  lie  with  freemen  resident 
or  Don-resident,  made  above  a  year  before  the 
election.  By  this  determination  the  independent 
fireemeo  made  in  1768  were  all  declared  l^al 
electors  of  this  borough. 

The  above  hnportant  question  being  thus  de- 
cided in  favor  of  Wake  and  Sparrow,  the  sitting 
c  2 
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members,  the  petitioners  proceeded  to  estaUisIe 
certain  voters  who  had  been  refused  on  the 
ground  of  pauperism;  and  several  decisions  were 
made  which,  being  contrary  to  former  decisions^ 
it  may  be  proper  to  state. 

The  first  question  was,  whether  persons  having 
received  a  charity  within  a  year  before  the  elec- 
tion were  entitled  to  vote  i  The  committee  deter- 
mined, that  persons  receiving  Sir  William  Har- 
per's *  charity  are  not  thereby  disqualified.  This 
point  was  in  favor  of  the  petitioners,  Whitbread 
and  Howard. 

A  question  De.\t  arose  of  similar  importance, 
respecting  inhabitants  coming  to  reside  within  the 
several  parishes  of  the  town  of  Bedford  with  cer- 
ti6cates  from  other  parishes,  having  a  right  to 
vote.  These,  by  agreement  of  counsel,  were  ad- 
mitted  not  to  come  under  the  description  of  pau-. 
pers,  and  were  consequently  added  to  the  poll  of 
the  petitioners. 

The  counsel  of  the  petitioners  then  endea- 
voured to  support,  and  the  counsel  for  the  sit* 
ting  members  to  oppose,  on  the  same  grounds, 

First,  Persons  having  received  a  charily  called 
Hawe's  charity  ; 

Secondly,  Persons  having  received  a  charity 
called  Welborn's  charity ; 

Thirdly,  The  masters  and  brethren  of  St.  John's 
HospitaK 

Fourthly,  Freemen  who  had  received  pariah  re- 
lief within  a  year  before  the  election;  and, 

*  A  DuliTe  of  Bedford,  who  was  some  linie  Lord  Mayor  of 
Loudon,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  i  he  founded  a  free-Bcboo). 
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Fifthly,  Freemen  who  had  an  inchoate  right  to 
their  freedom,  but  were  admitted  contrary  to  the 
accustomed  mode  of  admission,  and  within  a  year 
before  the  election. 

On  the  above  question,  the  committee  deter- 
mined, that  such  as  had  received  Hawe's  charity 
were  not  thereby  disqualified  :  that  such  as  had 
received  Welborn's  charity  were  thereby  disqua- 
lified ;  that  the  master  and  brethren  of  St.  John's 
Hospital  were  not  disqualified;  that  such  as  had 
received  alms,  meaning  thereby  parish  relief, 
within  twelve  months  previous  to  election,  were 
disqualified ;  and,  lastly,  that  they  would  not  re- 
ject any  person's  vote  for  receiving  alms  within 
the  said  year  preceding  the  election. 

It  is  thought  necessary  to  give  this  statement  as 
a  guide  for  future  elections  in  this  town. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  decisions.  Sir 
William  Wake,  one  of  the  sitting  members,  and 
the  late  Samuel  Whitbread,  one  of  the  petitioners, 
were  declared  duly  elected. 

CORPORATION. 

This  at  present  consists  of  a  mayor,  two  recor- 
ders, deputy  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  chamberlain, 
thirteen  common  couDcilmen,  and  an  uncertain 
number  of  aldermen,  because  whoever  has  been 
mayor,  is  always  afterwards  reputed  an  alderman. 
These,  however,  are  generally  limited  to  twelve. 
The  mayor  and  bailiffs  are  chosen  annually  out  of 
the  freemen,  and  are  the  returning  officers.  The 
charter  by  which  they  now  act  was  granted  them 
by  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  year  1664. 

The  liberties  of  the  corporation  extend  above 
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nine  miles  in  circuit  round  the  town  ;  and  a  tnem- 
ber  of  Bedford,  many  years  since,  bequeathed  to  it 
a  field  or  two  on  the  spot  now  called  Theobald's- 
row,  Red  Lion-street,  Eagle-street,  and  its  envi- 
rons, near  Red  Lion-square,  London ;  the  leases 
of  which  expiring  some  years  since,  the  estate  is 
become  so  considerable,  that  the  corporation  ob- 
tained an  act  of  parliament  to  empower  them  to 
give  portions  to  servant  maids,  for  theencourage- 
inentorpopulation;  fees  with  poor  children  bound 
apprentices  ;  and  other  charituble  donations. 

RIGHT    UF    ELECTION. 

This  is  vested  in  the  Bui^esses,  Freemen,  and 
Inhabitants,  being  Householders,  and  not  receiving 
olihs. 

Number  of  voters — 400. 

Returning  officers— the  Mayor  and  the 
two  Bailiffs. 

Patron — Duke  of  Bedford — one  Member, 

POLITICAL   character. 

This  town  is  as  independent  as  any  in  England. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Whitbread  possess 
an  interest  arising  from  great  landed  property,  and 
deserved  popularity,  but  not  that  arbitrary  and 
unconstitutional  command  which  is  attaclied  to 
the  proprietor  of  a  borough,  or  the  owner  of  six 
or  seven  burgage  tenures,  conveyed  on  the  morn- 
ing of  an  election  to  a  few  select  friends,  or  to  the 
menial  servants  of  the  patron,  which  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  notice  as  they  come  under  our  review. 
The  more  dangerous  influence  of  corruption  has 
never  pervaded  this  town. 

r,o,i,,-,-,ih,.GoOglc 


^KS— COUNTY. 


COUNTY  OF  BERKS. 

Bbbkshir£  IB  bounded  on  the  north  by  Ox- 
fordshire and  Buckinghamshire,  from  which  it  is 
separated  by  the  Thames  ;  on  the  east  by  Surrey ; 
on  the  south  by  Hampshire  ;  on  the  west  by 
Wiltshire;  and  its  north-west  corner  just  meets  a 
point  of  Gloucestershire. 

Tbe  shape  of  this  county  is  irregular,  being 
about  40  miles  long,  30  broads  and  about  137  in 
circumference,  containing  774  square  miles,  or 
476,160  square  acres,  of  which  260,000  acres  are 
arable,  130,000  pasturage,  and  the  remainder  un- 
cultivated, including  woodlands  ;  having  148  pa- 
rishes, 4  borough  towns,  and  8  other  market 
towns,  containing  31,19a  houses,  and  109,915 
inhabitants,  being  52,S3t  males,  and  56,39*  fe- 
males, of  whom  16,921  were  returned  as  being 
employed  in  trade  and  manufacture,  and  38,156  in 
agriculture.  It  is  in  the  Oxford  circuit,  tbe  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  and  diocese  of  Salisbury.  ' 
'  It  is  divided  into  90  hundreds,  viz.  Beynhurst, 
Bray,  Charlton,  Compton,  Cookham,  Faircross, 
Farringdon,  Gunfield,  Hormer,  Kintbury  Eagle, 
Lamboum,  Moreton,Ocke,  Reading,  Ripplesmore, 
Sbrivenham,  Sonning,  Tbeale,  Wantage,  and  War- 
grave.  Its  market  towns  are  Abingdon,  Farring- 
don, Hungerford,  East  Ilsley,  Lambourn,  Maiden- 
head, Newbury,  Ockingham,  Reading,  Walling- 
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ford,  Wantage,  and  Windsor.  Its  principal  river  is 
the  Thames  ;  it  has  also  the  Kennett,  (great  part  of 
which  is  navigable,)  the  Loddon,  the  Ocke,  and 
the  Lambourn,  a  small  stream  which,  contrary  to 
most  other  rivers,  is  highest  in  summer,  and  sinks 
gradually  as  winter  approaches. 

Much  barley  is  malted  in  this  county,  and  sent 
to  London.  The  air  of  this  county  is  esteemed 
healthy  even  in  the  vales.  It  is  well  stored  with 
timber,  particularly  oak  and  beach.  Its  principal 
manufactories  are  woollen  and  sail-cloth.  Besides 
its  river  navigation,  it  has  the  Kennett  and  Avon 
canal  from  Reading  to  Hungerford. 

Berkshire  is  an  earldom,  belonging  to  a  branch 
of  the  Howard  family,  the  representative  being 
earlofSufloik  and  Berkshire.  This  county  has 
long  been  famous  for  its  favourite  royal  residence 
at  Windsor,  its  magnificent  castle  having  been 
originally  fminded  by  William  the  Conqueror. 

The  total  return  of  income  under  the  property 
ta:t  in  Berkshire,  in  1806,  was  £l,^SQ,3i9  ;  and 
the  amount  of  the  poor  rates  in  1803,^96,860,  at 
the  rate  of  48.  lid.  in  the  pound.  The  average 
scale  of  mortality  for  10  years  appears  to  have 
been  to  the  population  as  1  to  iSj. 

BEPEESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

October  21,  1678.  A  petition  of  Henry  Alex- 
ander, Karl  of  Sterling,  in  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, against  the  return  of  William  Barker,  esq. 

The  parliament  was  soon  afterward  dissolved ; 
and  the  petition  does  not  appear  to  have  beeq 
beard. 
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May  33,  1635-  A  petition  of  the  Lord  Sterl- 
ing,  comptainiDg.  of  the  undue  election  and  return 
of  Richard  Southby,  esq. 

There  is  no  report  upon  this  petition. 

May  9-t-,  1639.  A  petition  of  Richard  Neville, 
esq.  stating  that  the  petitioner  and  Sir  Henry 
Winchcombe  were  duly  elected  ;  but  that  the 
sheriffs  returned  Sir  Henry  Winchcombe,  and  Sir 
Huinfrey  Foster. 

Aprils,  1690.  A  petition  in  behalf  of  the  major 
part  of  the  freeholders  of  the  said  county»  stating 
that  Lord  Norns  and  Sir  Humfrey  Foster  were  on 
the  S4th  of  February  last  fairly  elected  ;  but  that 
the  sheriff  had  returned  Sir  Henry  Winchcombe, 
instead  of  Lord  Norris. 

October  6.     Mr.  Neville  renewed  his  petition. 

All  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges. 

Dec.  39.  Mr.  Gray  reported,  that  upon  the 
petition  of  the  freeholders-  against  the' return  of 
Sir  Henry  Winchcombe,  no  person  .appearing  to 
make  good  the  said  petition,  ■ 

Resolved,"  That  the  said  petition  be  rejected." 

Upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Neville,  the  commit- 
tee determined,  that  Sir  Humfrey  Foster  was  duly 
elected. 

Agreed  tp  by  the  house.  . 

October  24,  1772.  A  petition  of  Henry  Grey, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Stonehouse 
and  Robert  Packer,  esq. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

INFLUEKCB. 

The  Earl  of  Craven  and  Lord  Braybroke,  whose 
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BOD  at  present  represents  the  county,  have  a  pre- 
VBiling  interest.  The  Carl  of  Radnor  is  lord  lieu- 
tenant, but  his  influence  goes  with  the  other  no- 
blemen. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

At  the  general  election  in  1S12,  there  was  a 
contest  for  this  county,  when  the  numbers  on  the 
poll  were 

Charles  Dundas,  esq 1717 

Hon.  Richard  Neville  ....  1574 

William  Hallet,  esq 595 

It  is  due  to  the  freeholders  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Hallet  to  state  that  they  were  neither  conveyed  to 
the  place  of  election  nor  treated  by  the  candidate, 
but  that  every  person  defrayed  his  own  individual 
expenses ! 

BOROUGH  OF  ABINGDON. 

Abikgron,  a  market  and  borough  town  in  the 
hundred  of  Hormer,  Berks,  is  551  miles  from 
London;  containing  867  houses, and  4,366  inha- 
bitants, of  wbom  liS47  vere  returned  as  employed 
in  various  trades.  It  stands  on  a  branch  of  the 
Isis;  and  derives  its  name  from  an  ancient  abbey 
founded  in  675,  before  the  building  of  which  it 
was  called  Shrovesham. 

The  town  consists  of  several  streets  well  paved, 
which  terminate  in  a  spacious  area  in  which  the 
market  is  held,  being  reckoned  one  of  the  most 
considerable  in  England  for  grain.  Much  business 
is  done  here  in  the  malting  line.  Market  on 
Monday  end  Friday. 
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This  borough,  as  a  town  of  great  trade,  sent 
once,  (11  Edw.  111.,)  upon  a  peremptory  sum- 
mons, to  the  council,  or  national  assembly  ;  and 
received  its  charter,  Nov.  24,  15.-i7.  from  Philip 
and  Mary,  who  then  imprivileged  them  to  send 
one  burgess  to  parliament. 

Petitions.  April  27,  1660.  Sir  John  Lent- 
hall  returned  by  the  mayor,  Sir  Geoi^e  Stone- 
house  by  the  bailiffs. 

The  question  was  important.  Whether  the 
word  "  Bargenaes,"  mentioned  in  the  charter. 
was  to  be  understood  as  meaning  the  whole  inha- 
bitants of  the  town,  or  only  the  corporation. 

Resolved,  "  That  the  word  ^*Bui^en$es"  extends 
to  the  inhabitants  at  large  within  the  borough." 

"  That  Sir  George  Stonehouse,  having  a  greater 
number  of  voices  than  Sir  John  Lenthall,  is  daly 
elected." 

Whereto  the  house  agreed. 

Ordered,  "  That  John  Mayott,  mayor  of  tiiia 
borough,  forthwith  stand  committed  to  the  custody 
of  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  in  respect  to  bis  neglecUl^ 
to  give  his  attendance  to  amend  the  return." 

January  l6,  16SB.  A  petition  of  Sir  John 
Stonehouse  against  the  return  of  Tfaomas  Mcdly-r 
cott,esq. 

Resolved,  '*  That  Thomas  Medlycott,  ««].  is 
not  duly  elected." 

"  That  ^iT  John  Stonehouse  w  duly  elected." 

The  House  agreed  to  the  lirst  resolution,  but 
negatived  the  second. 

May  8.     A  new  writ  wrts  ordered. 

Do,l,.cdtyGoOglc 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

June  3,  1689.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Stone- 
house,  complaining  that  he  was  duly  elected ; 
but  that  the  mayor  had  returned  John  Southby, 
esq. 

Resolved  January  8,  1690.  "  That  all  those 
who  receive  alms,  according  to  act  of  parliament, 
have  no  voices  in  the  election." 
■  "  That  those  inhabitants  who  receive  any  con- 
stant alms,  weekly,  monthly,  quarterly,  or  yearly, 
bare  no  voices  in  the  election." 

••That  John  Southby,  esq.  is  not  duly  elected." 

"  That  Sir  John  Stonehouse  is  duly  elected." 

Alt  these  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

December  12,  1698.  A  petition  of  William 
Uucks,  esq.  complainiDg  of  the  gross  partiality  of 
John  Selwood,  the  mayor,  in  returning  Simon 
Harcourt,  esq. 

It  appeared  that  a  letter  had  been  produced  at 
the  news  house  at  Abingdon,  subscribed  Charles 
Medtycott,  encouraging  an  interest  to  be  made 
for  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Hucks,  against  Mr.  Har- 
court, stating  that  he  was  a  disaffected  person  ;  if 
he  got  into  the  House  would  go  nigh  to  be 
speaker,  and  if  he  were  put  by,  it  would  be  of 
great  service  to  the  government ;  that  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty  would  protect  the  watermen  and 
bargemen  from  being  pressed,  and  if  they  desired 
it,  they  should  have  some  of  Lord  Oxford's  regi- 
ment, or  DO  soldiers,  if  they  pleased,  quartered  on 
them. 

The  committee  resolved,  "  That  Simon  Har- 
court, esq.  ia  duly  elected." 
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"  That  Mr.  Hucks's  petition  is  frivolous,  vexa- 
tious, groundless,  and  scandalous." 

Winch  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

The  house  further  resolved, "  That  the  proceed- 
ings of  William  ITucks,  esq.  in  presuming  to 
make  use  of  the  authority  of  government  to  the 
borough  of  Abingdon,  in  order  to  be  elected  a 
burgess  for  the  said  borough,  is  a  scandalous 
reflection  upon  the  government,  and  tends  to  sub- 
vert the  freedom  of  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament." 

Ordered,  "  That  William  Hucks,  esq.  be  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms," 

Nov,  9,  1705.  A  petition  of  Sir  Simon  Har- 
court  complaining  that  through  the  partiality  of 
Joseph  Spinnage,  late  mayor,  in  admitting  many - 
persons  to  poll  who  had  no  righ^,  and  through 
divers  other  indirect  practices,  a  majority  of  votes 
was  obtained  for  Grey  Neville,  esq;  the  mayor 
denying  the  petitioner  a  scrutiny  though  he  had 
promised  it. 

There  does  not  appear,  on  the  journals  any  re- 
port on  this  petition. 

Nov.  34,  1708.  A  petition  of  William  Hucks, 
esq.  was  read,  shewing  that  at  the  election  of  a 
burgess  for  this,  borough,  the  petitioner  and  Sir 
Simon  Harcourt  were.candidates;  that  Sir  Simoa 
by  menaces,  and  by  otiier  illegal  practices  of  him- 
self and  his  agents,  procured  several  votes  for  him, 
and  several  were  admitted  to  vote  fi>r  him  who  had 
no  right ;  and  that  Sir  Simon  had  prevailed  with 
John  Selwood,  mayor  of  the  said  borough,  tore- 
turn  him,  though  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected 
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by  a  majority  of  qualified  and  uncomipt  voters, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned  instead  of  the' 
said  Sir  Simon  Harcourt. 

A  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  put, 
That  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  is  duly  elected, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved  on  a  division,  "That  William  Hucks, 
esq.  is  duly  elected." 

The  following  passage  extracted  from  Bui^h'a 
Political  Disquisitions  applies  to  this  decision. 

*'  Sir  Simon  Harcourt  complains  sadly  of  ill 
usage  in  his  election  for  AbingdcHi,  A.  D.  I70S, 
reflecting  severely  on  the  House,  and  the  wicked 
arts  used  ftj^inst  him  ;  insisting  to  the  last,  that 
he  was  the  legal  member,  by  a.  clear  maj<x'ity,  by 
the  most  feir  estimation."* 

October  IS,  17S9.  A  petition  of  Sir  Joha 
D'Oily,  b«t.  against  the  return  of  Robert  Hucks, 
esq.  Another  petition  of  James  Jennings,  esq. 
both  claiming  t  right  to  have  been  returned  instead 
of  Mr.  Hucks. 

'  January  99*  Mr,  Jennings  had  leave  to  with- 
draw bis  petition. 

March  3, 17S3.  Ofdered  that  Sir  John  D'Oily, 
bart.  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Pktitjoms.  March  3,1774.  Nathaniel  Bayly, 
esq.  petitioned  against  the  return  of  John  Mayor, 
esq. 

There  were  two  questions  in  this  case. 

1st.  Whether  the  high  aberifi*  of  a  county 
may  be  chosen  for  a  borough  within  his  county. 

*  Bnr^,  ml.  I.  p.  aM» 
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Sd.  Whether,  if  he  be  Dot  eligible,  on  sacb  no- 
tice as  was  givea  in  the  preseot  case,  the  voters 
for  him  are  throwD  away,  and  the  other  candidatey 
who  had  a  amaller  Dumber  of  legal  votes,  is  duly 
fleeted :  or  whether  it  is  a  void  election. 

The  committee  negatived  both  these  questioDS 
by  declarii^  John  Mayor,  esq.  ineligible  to  a  seat 
within  the  county  for  which  he  was  high  sheriff, 
ami  that  Nathaniel  Bayky,  esq.  who  had  a  mino- 
rity of  votes  was  not  duly  elected. 

Election  declared  void  and  a  new  writ  issued,  Doagiu, 
March  6,  1772.  ^'^'-'^ 

Nov.  SO,  1780.     Petition  of  Thomas  Woold- 
ri(%e,  esq.  alderman  of  London  against  the  re- 
turn of  John  Mayor,  esq. 
-   Feb.  9,  1781.     Committee  appointed. 

Feb.    6.     John    Mayor,    esq.   reported    duly  Tiomid 
elected.  Appendix. 

CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  two  bailiffs,  nine  alder- 
men, and  sixteen  assistants. 

RIGHI   OP   BLRCTION. 

The  eketoTs,  accordiBg  to  national  right  and 
juRticcv  aitt  the  inhabitants  p^ing  scot  and  lot, 
and  not  receiving  alma  or  any  charity.  (Jan.  18, 
1680,  and  Jan.  8, 1689.) 

Number  of  voters — 600. 

RxTUENiNe  ovviCERS — the  Mayor  and  two 
Bailifis. 

POLITICAL   CHABACIER. 

This  is  one  of  the  few  boroughs  over  which 
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aristocratical  influence  or  corruptioQ  lias  not  yet 
been  able  to  extend  its  control — a  circumstancd 
which  is  owing  most  probably  to  the  two  follow- 
ing causes:  6rst,  the  borough  sending  only  one 
representative,  has  only  half  the  temptation  for  an 
opulent  neighbour  to  enslave  it ;  and  secondly, 
the  freedom  of  its  elective  constitution,  which 
9eems  thus  to  defy  all  arbitrary  encroacbment; 
For,  though  it  was  chartered  so  late  as  Philip  and 
Mary,  and  its  corporation  and  representative 
power  vested  in  the  select  body,  yet,  by  the  exer- 
tion of  its  inhabitants,  they  have  not  only  obtained 
the  constitutional  right  of  electing  the  members 
by  the  inhabitants  at  large,  but  likewise  of  elect- 
ing their  mayor  and  magistrates,  which  is  the  only 
security  of  their  independence,  and  which  a  self- 
elected  corporation  would  have  long  since  sub- 
verted. 

READING. 

Reading,  a  borough  and  market  town,  In  the 
hundred  of  Reading,  Berks,  is  situated  on  the  river 
Kennet,  which  joins  the  Thames  a  little  below  the 
tow")  37  miles  iVom  London.  It  consists  of  three, 
parishes,  and  contains  1,7^1  houses  and9,743  inha- 
bitants, viz.  4,643  males  and  5,100femaleSf  ofwhom 
S,496  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade. 
The  Kennett  in  passing  through  the  town,  exclu- 
sive of  the  main  stream,  has  two  branches  which 
fait  into  it,  on  which  are  several  considerable  flour 
mills. 

From  this  town  great  quantities  of  c<Hn>  flour. 
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stxl  timber,  are  conveyed  heiKie  to  London  by 
barges.  Its  principal  manufactures  are  Backing, 
sail-cloth,  blankets,  ribbons,  and  pins.  The  prin- 
cipal market  days  are  on  Wednesdnya,  for  provi- 
sions, poultry,  fruit,  v^etables,  &c. ;  and  on  Satur- 
days, for  corn,  cattle,  and  provisions.  Its  feirs  are 
Candleoi^is  day  for  horses.  May  day  for  horses  and 
C0W8,  and  on  St.  James's  aDd  St.  Matthew's  days 
for  all  kinds  of  cattle  and  goods,  and  on  the  latter 
a  statute  fair. 

RBFR^SENTATlYB    HISTORY. 

Petitions.  The  construction  of  the  word 
**  Commonalty"  will  appear  from  the  journals  in 
the  several  petitions  which  relate  to  this  borough 
to  have  the  most  extensive  meaninj^,  nnd  is  not 
confined  to  a- corporation,  or  any  select,  or  partial 
description  of  persons  in  a  place,  as  contended 
by  Doctor  Brady ;  but  comprehends  all  the  in- 
habitants, who  have  not  disqualified  themselves  by 
receiving  charity. 

May  «3,  1685.  A  petition  ofSir  William  Rich, 
and  Sir  Henry  Fane,  and  a  petition  of  Samuel 
House  and  other  freemen  and  inhabitants  of  this 
borongh,  complaining  of  the  undue  return  of  John 
Breedon,  and  Thomas  Coates,  esqrs. 

Resolved :  "  That  John  Breedon,  and  Thomas 
Coates,  esqrs.  are  not  duly  elected." 

"  That  the  said  election  is  void,  a  new  writ  or- 
dered." 

December  Iff,  1698.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Stamp,  Knt.  against  the  return  of  Sir  Ow«n  Buck- 
ingham and  John  Dolby,  esq. 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  D 
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Renewed' the  15th  of  December ;  but  not  bein{^ 
the  same  in  substance  with  the  petition  presented 
the  last  session, 

Ordered :  "  That  the  Committee  do  not  proceed 
any  further  with  the  said  petition." 

February  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  Tanfield  Va- 
chell,  esq.  complaining  of  the  election  of  Francis 
Knowtes,  esq.  who  had  been  returned  with  Sir 
Owen  Buckingham. 

A  similar  petition  from  the  freemen,  and  from 
some  of  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot,  and 
other  householders  not  paying  scot  and  lot. 

No  determination  upon  the  journals. 

November  33,  I70S.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Rich,  bart.  against  the  return  of  Sir  Owen  Buck- 
ingham, and  Anthony  Blagrave,  esq. 

A  similar  petition  from  the  inhabitants  paying 
scot  and  lot,  claiming  the  right  of  election  in  them- 
selves, exclusive  of  the  freemen  of  the  said 
borough. 

Resolved:  "That  the  right  of  electing  buigesses 
for  this  borough,  is  in  the/reemem  and  inliabitanU; 
such  freemen  not  receiving  alms,  and  such  inhabit- 
ants paying  scot  and  lot." 

Resolved:  "That  Anthony  Blagrave,  esq.  is 
duly  elected." 

March  3,  I7I3.  A  petition  of  Owen  Bucking- 
ham, esq.  against  the  return  of  Robert  Claires, 
esq.  being  a  minor,  and  Felix  Calvert,  esq. 

April  36,  1714.     Petition  withdrawn. 

March  dO,  171^.  A  petition  of  divers  inhabit- 
ants paying  scot  and  lot,  denying  the  right  of  the 
freemen  to  vote  in  elections  for  the  said  borough^ 
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and  against  the  return'  of  Robert  Clarges,  ^nd 
Felix  Calvert,  esqrs.  shewing  that  William  Ca-» 
dogan,  esq.  was  duly  chosen. 

The  committee  resolved,  contrary  to  the  deci- 
sion in  1708, 

"  That  the  right  of  election  of  burgesses  for  this 
borough  is  onlif  in  the  inhabitants  paying  scot 
and  lot." 

Upon  hearing  the  further  merits  of  this  petition, 
several  acts  of  bribery  were  proved  against  the  sit- 
ting members,  and  William  Cadc^an,  esq.  the  pC'' 
titioner  not  having  a  majority  of  votes,  the  com- 
mittee resolved, 

"  Thai  Robert  Clargea,  esq.  is  not  duly  elected." 
'*  That  Fejix  Calvert,  esq.  is  not  duly  elected." 
"ThatWilliamCadogan,  esq.  is  not  duly  elected." 
Resolved;   "  That  the  said  election  is  void." 
To  all  these  resolutions  the  house  agreed ;  Mr. 
Hamden  being  chairman  of  the  committee :  it  ap- 
peared by  the  evidence  that  Mn  Cadc^an  was  not 
at  Reading  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and  that 
most  of  the  bribed  voters,  on  each  side,  were  only 
freemen,  and  not  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 

June  19.  A  petition  of  Felix  Calvert,  esq. 
against  the  return  of  Charles  Cadogau,  esq.  and 
Owen  Buckingham,  esq. 
No  determination  on  the  journals. 
October  18,  1739.  A  petition  of  Charles  Ca- 
dogan,  esq.  and  Richard  Thompson,  esq.  against 
the  return  of  Anthony  Blagrave,  and  Clement 
Kent,  esqrs. 

No  determiofttioo  00  the  journals. 
D  3 


jt,Goo(^lc 


COUNTIES,  CITIES.  AND  BOROUGHS. 

This  town  sent  members  ab  origine  iemporia 
Edward  I.  and  never  discontinued. 

COBPOEATION. 

This  consists  of  a  Mayor,  twelve  Aldermen,  and 
twelve  Burgesses,  who  have  a  Town  Clerk,  and 
other  officers. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

Decembers,  1703 — in  the  Freemen  and  Inha- 
bitants ;  such  freemen  not  receiving  alma,  and 
such  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 

May  30,  1716 — in  the  Inhabitant  Householders 
only,  paying  Scot  and  lot. 

Kbturning  opFicEB — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL   CHABACTfiR. 

This  borough,  like  Abingdon,  has  not  yet  been 
subjected  to  the  arbitrary  influence  of  any  opulent 
individual.  Corruption,  indeed,  has  been  said  to 
have  had  its  influence  on  former  occasioos;  but,  as 
it  has  not  yet  been  reduced  to  a  system  within  the 
borough,  or  produced  any  convictions  in  the  House 
of  Commonsi,  or  in  the  courts  of  justice,  it  is  far 
fhMD  us  to  attribute  to  it  any  undeserved  delin- 
quency ;  for  it  is  equally  the  ioteDtion  of  this 
work  to  praise  public  integrity,  as  to  expose  na- 
tional injury.  It  may  here  be  therefore  observed, 
that  its  present  representatives,  are  gentlemen  of 
independent  connexions,  and  whose  interest  In 
this  borough  exists  entirely  in  the  good  opinioa 
of  the  electors. 
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It  must  however  be  here  noticed  that,  although 
the  borough  is  oot  immediately  under  the  controul 
of  any  individual,  yet  the  same  cannot  be  said  to 
have  been  always  the  praise  of  its  representatives ; 
for,  in  the  pension  parliament,  Sir  Francis  Dolman, 
one  of  its  members,  appeared  to  have  a  pension  of 
^300  and  was  assisted  by  the  court  in  the  frau- 
dulent will,  by  which  he  obtained  Quarles's estate, 
valued  at  j£l600.  He  was  then  clerk  of  the  coun- 
cil, worth  jBsoO  per  annum,  and  bad  a  promise  of 
being  secretary  of  state.* 


WALLINGFOBD. 

Wallimoford  is  a  borough  and  market  town, 
consisting  of  four  parishes,  ia  the  hundred  of 
Moreton,  Berks  ;  containing  369  bouses  and  1744 
inhabitants;  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
14  milea  from  Reading,  and  46  from  London.  The 
bridge  across  the  river  leading  to  Oxford  is  a 
stately  stone  structure,  300  yards  long,  having  19 
arches  and  four  drawbridges.  The  town  is  very 
aDcient,  and  the  buildings  tow,  of  brick  and  tile. 

The  chief  trade  of  this  towu  is  in  the  malting 
end  com,  conveyed  to  London  by  water.  The 
market  is  on  Tuesday  and  Friday ;  fairs,  Thursday 
before  Easter,  S4th  June,  S9th  September,  and 
17th  December.  The  church  of  St.  Leonard  is 
a  rectory,  rated  at  7L  1S<.  6d.  and  is  united  with 
Satwell ;  St.  Mary's  is  a  rectory,  rated  at  4/.  and 
both  are  in  the  patronage  of  the  crown ;  St.  Peter's 
*  Buifh,  vol.  L  382, 
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16  a  rectory,  value  61.  la.  3d. ;  Alt-saint's  has  no 
church,  and  is  a  sinecure  beloiigiDg  to  Pembroke 
college,  Oxford. 

HEPBESENTATIVE  CHARACTEK. 

This  borough  sent  members  ab  origine,  and  has 
continued,  without  intermission,  to  the  present 
time. 

June  95,  1609.  Resolved  and  ordered,  "  Thai 
from  and  after  the  present  parliameot,  no  mayor, 
of  any  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  shall  be 
elected,  returned,  or  allowed,  to  serve  as  member 
of  this  house ;  and,  if  it  did  appear  that  any  mayor 
were  returned  a  bui^ess,  that  a  new  writ  should 
be  awarded  for  the  choice  of  another  in  the  room 
and  plac^  of  the  said  mayor;  and  this  to  continue 
pn  act  and  order  of  the  house  for  ever." 

Feb.  I  o,  1 GSO.  **  That  the  electiop  of  Mr.  Dunch 
^nd  Mr.  Anihony  Barker,  to  serve  for  this  borougb^ 
is  void,  and  that  a  new  writ  do  issue." 

July  31,  Hi60.  "  That  Thomas  Saunders,  esq, 
bad  a  greater  number  of  voices  than  Sir  Humphry 
Bennet,  and  that,  therefore,  the  said  Mr.  Saunders 
is  duly  elected," 

Nov.  2.  ICSO.  A  petition  of  John  Sfone,  esq. 
touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  deternsinatiou  appears. 

May  33,  1685.  A  petition  of  Richard  Skinner 
and  Qtht;rs,  against  the  return  of  John  Stone  and 
John  tiolloway,  esquires. 

No  determiuatign  appears. 

January  S3,  1688.  A  petition  of  John  Oorm^r, 
complaining  of  an  undue  return. 
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A  petition  of  William  Jennings,  esq.  complain- 
ing of  a  double  return. 

Mr.  Tipping  and  Mr.  Jenningi  were  in  one 
return,  and  Mr.  Tipping  and  Mr.  Dormer  in  the 
other. 

It  was  proved,  that  several  soldiers  entered  the 
town  at  the  time  of  election,  end  threatened  the 
mayor  to  cut  off  his  ears  if  he  did  not  return  Mr. 
Dormer. 

Resolved:  **  That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  paying  scot  and 
lot;  and  no  others." 

"  That  William  Jennings,  esq.  was  duly  elected 
with  Mr.  Tipping." 

January  3,  1701 .  A  petition  of  William  Duncb, 
esq.  complaining  of  the  return   of  William  Jen-  ' 
nings,  and  Thomas  Kenda,  esquires. 
-    No  determination  appears. 

Nov.  9,  1705.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Renda,  esq. 
complaining  of  the  return  of  William  Jennin^ 
and  Clement  Kent,  esquires. 

No  determination  appears. 

March  l,  17O8.  A  petition  of  Edward  Leigh, 
esq.  complaining,  that,  upon  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  he  was  duly  chosen,  but  that  Mr.  Black- 
all,  an  attorney,  got  into  possession  of  the  office 
of  mayor,  contrary  to  the  charter,  and  returned 
Thomas  Renda,  esq. 

Nov.  16,  1709.     Petition  renewed. 

Upon  hearing  the  merits  of  this  petition,  the 
committee  resolved,  contrary  to  the  former  deci- 
sion in  1688, 
.  "  That  the  right  of  election  for  this  borough  is  in 
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tbe  ma^or,  aldermeity  hailiffity  and  eighteen  astUt- 
ants,  togf^ther  with  the  in1ii<bit»nt8  of  tbe  said  bo- 
rough payio?  *cot  and  lot,  and  not  receiving  nlnis 
or  charity." 

•'  That  Thomaa  Renda,  esq.  is  duly  elected." 

March  31,  1714-  A  petition  of  Henry  Grey,  «sq. 
complaining  of  the  return  of  Thomas  Hendat  esq. 

No  determination  appears. 

March  96,  1715.  A  petition  of  Richard  Bi^, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  WiHiam  Hucks,  esq.  for 
bribery  and  other  uudue  practices. 

January  15,1716.     Petition  withdrawn, 

December  II,  I7I9.  A  petition  of  Gilbert 
Pougla!is,  esq.  against  the  return  of  Henry  Gr«y, 
alias  Neville,  esq. 

January  13,  17S0.     Petition  withdrawn. 

October  95,  1799.  A  petition  of  John  Dormer, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  the  Hon.  George  Parker 
and  William  Hucks,  esq. 

^ov.  J.     Petition  withdrawn. 

COSPOEATIOK, 

This  waa  chartered  by  James  I.  and  consists  of 
a  mayor,  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  si?  aldermen,  and 
eighteen  burgesses  or  assistants,  who  possess  the 
rents  and  proBta  of  the  manor,  tairs,  end  markets, 
by  virtue  of  a  lease  from  tbe  crown.  Tbe  mayor 
and  six  aldermen  are  the  justices  of  the  peace 
within  the  borough. 

JtlGUT  OF  BLECTIQN. 

This  is  in  the  Corporation  and  Inhabitants  paying 
tcot3nd}ot)  and  receiving  no»)au(Dec.  M,  1709). 
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N0MBBB  OF  VOTBB8— 140. 

Rgidbning  oprjcER-— the  Mayor* 

POLITICAL    CUABACTBB. 

This  borough  is  not  under  the  influence  of  a 
patron  ;  but  corruption  has  long  obiaiued  in  it  a 
■yitetnaiic  establishment.  The  price  of  a  vote  is 
forty  guineas ;  and  the  character,  or  the  political 
principles,  of  a  candidate  are  never  very  severely 
scrutinized  where  such  a  custom  prevails.  We 
are  sorry  that  our  duty  obliges  us  to  say,  that 
this  kind  of  election-traffic  is  oot  confined  to  this 
place,  hut  ootorioualy  extends  to  the  m^jor  part 
of  the  boroughs  throughout  Great  Britain,  and 
has  been  acknowledged  by  a  cabinet  inioiBter«  in 
the  House  of  Commops,  to  be — as  glaring  as  the 
iunat  nooD  day'.!!— A  practice  whicht  the  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commoas  observed,  would  have 
appalled  our  ancestors  with  horror !  But  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  enter  more  at  large  into  this 
subject  when  we  come  to  those  places  whose 
delinquency  have  brought  on  them  public  shame 
and  inevitable  puniahment.  . 


WINDSOR. 

.  WiiTDSOB  is  a  borough  and  market  town,  si- 
tuated on  the  Thames,  S9  miles  from  London.  It 
contains  507  houses  and  336l  inhabitants,  viz. 
]4iS  males  and  1903  females.  This  town  hat 
bdoi^ed  to  the  crown  ever  since  the  Conquest, 
and  has  of  late  been  much  improved ;  it  etnitains 
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several  good  streets,  and  many  handsome  build- 
ings ;  but  its  chief  pride  is  its  castle,  which,  for 
more  than  700 years,  has  been  the &vourite country 
residence  of  the  British  kings.  The  market  is 
held  oi>  Saturday,  in  the  area  beneath  the  town- 
hall,  and  19  well  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  provi- 
siona,  fiah,  &c.  Its  fairs  are  on  Easter  Tuesday,  the 
5tb  July,  and  94th  October. 

BKPBBSENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  town  b^u  to  return  members  to  parlia- 
ment in  the  SOth  year  of  Edward  the  First,  and 
continued  to  send  until  the  14th  of  Edward  the 
Third,  when  it  intermitted  sending  until  the  3.9th 
of  Henry  the  Fourth.  Since  that  time,  it  has 
been  regularly  represented. 

December  S,  1640.  Mr.  Maynard  reports,  that 
there  was  a  competition  between  Sir  Thomas  Ron 
and  Mr.  Waller,  who  were  returned  Burgesses  for 
this  borough,  and  Mr.  Holland  and  Mr.  Taylor 
(since  dead),  who  pretend  they  were  elect«d, 
though  not  returned. 

Question  was  ;  whether  the  inhabitants  in  ge- 
neral, or  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  aelect  number  of 
burgesses  only,  should  have  power  of  election  ? 

This  place  sent  members  to  parliament  the  30th 
of  Edward  the  First,  liut  was  not  incorporated  till 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth.  In  bis  time, 
and  in  that  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  return  was 
made  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses ;  but 
antecedent  to  that  period,  and  in  later  times,  the 
return  has  been  made  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
commoHoity. 
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Rcsdtved:  "That  all  the  tnhabitants  of  this  bo- 
rough have  all  generally  the  right  of  election  of 
bni^esses  to  serve  Id  parliament." 

April  tj,  1660.  There  was  a  double  return  ; 
one  by  the  corporation,  the  other  by  the  inhabit- 
ant! at  lai^e. 

July  6,  1661.  RcBolved:  "That  the  mayor. 
bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  not  exceeding  the  number 
of  thirty,  had  alone  the  right  of  election  :  and  that 
sir  Richard  Brabam,  knt.  and  Thomas  Hi^ins, 
esq.  who  were  elected  and  returned  by  the  mayor, 
baitifis,  and  burgesses,  not  exceeding  the  number 
of  thirty,  were  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  ait." 

Wbereto  the  house  agreed. 

Search  19,  1678.  A  petition  of  Richard  Win- 
wood,  and  Samuel  Starkey,  esqrs.  complaining  of 
an  undue  return  of  sir  John  Ernie,  knt,  and  John 
Fowoey,  esq.  to  serre  in  the  present  parliament 
for  this  borough. 

Sn-  Thomas  Meres  reports  that  the  committee 
resolved :  "  That  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses, 
not  exceeding  thirty,  have  not  the  right  of  elect- 
ing members  for  this  borough." 

Snd,  '■'■  That  this  borough  has  a  right  to  send 
bui^esses  to  parliament  by  prescription." 

3rd,  '<  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bo- 
rough have  aright  of  electing  members  to  serve  in 
parliament." 

4th,  "  That  Sir  John  Ernie,  and  Mr.  Powney, 
are  not  duly  elected." 

5th,  "  That  Mr.  Winwood  and  Mr.  Starkey  are 
duly  elected." 


jt.Goojj^lc 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BefROUGHS. 

October  96,  1680.  A  petition  of  Richard 
Wiawood  and  Samuel  Starkey,  esqrs.  was  read.- 

November  4,  16H0.  Resolved,  "That  in  the 
borough  of  New  Windsor,  those  iuhabitaots  only 
who  pay  scot  and  lot  have  a  right  to  vote  ia  the 
election  of  bui^esses  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
the  said  borough." 

"  That  Kichard  Wiawood  and  Samuel  Starkey, 
esqrs.  are  duly  elected." 

Agreed  to  by  the  house. 

A  petition  of  Charles  Adderley,  esq.  against  the 
return  of  the  right  hononourable  Henry  Powie, 
and  auotherof  Sir  Algernon  May,  against  the  elec- 
tion of  Sir  Christopher  Wren. 

May  3,  1689.     Colonel  Birch  reported — 

That  the  question  betwera  Mr.  Adderley  and 
Mr.  Powle,  appeared  to  be,  whether  the  right  of 
election  was  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgenes, 
or  in  the  inhabitants. 

That  the  committee  had  resolved.  That  the 
right  of  election  is  in  the  mayor,  bailifih,  and  a 
select  number  of  burgesses  only. 

That  Henry  Powle,  esq.  is  duly  elected. 

The  nnmbera  being  equal  between  Sir  Algernon 
May,  and  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  the  election  as 
to  them  was  declared  void. 

The  said  resolutions  being  twice  read,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  house,  and  a  new  writ  was  or- 
dered to  issue. 

March  33nd.  A  petitioo  of  Sir  Charles  Porter 
and  William  Adderley,  esq.  was  read  ;  and  ano- 
ther petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  borough 
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was  also  read;  shewing,  that  a  precept  beii^  di- 
rected to  the  mayor  of  this  town,  and  a  day  being 
appointed  for  the  election  of  burgesses,  the  peti- 
tioners, being  the  general  burgesses  and  inhabit- 
ants,  appeared  at  the  Market  Cross,  and  elected 
Sir  Charles  Porter  and  William  Adderley,  esq. 
for  their  members;  that  notwithstanding,  the 
mayor  had  taken  upon  bim  unduly  to  return  Bap- 
tist May,  esq.  and  Sir  Christoph^  Wreo,  and 
praying,  &c. 

May  16, 1690.  The  conunitteeresolred,  <*  That 
the  right  of  election  of  buigesses  to  serM  in  par- 
liament for  this  borough  is  in  the  dhijm^  bailiffs, 
and  select  number  of  buigesses  only." 

"  That  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  and  Baptist  May, 
esq.  are  duly  elected." 

"  The  said  two  resolutions  being  read,  were  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  house." 

Resolved  :  "  That  Sir  Charles  Porter  and  Wil- 
liam Adderley,  esq.  are  duly  elected," 

March  96,  171  j.  A  petttioa  of  Sir  Henry 
Ashurst,  and  Samuel  Travers,  esq.  against  the 
return  of  Christopher  Wren  and  Robert  Gayer, 
esqn. 

The  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in  the 
inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 

Resolved :  "  That  Mr.  Wren  and  Mr.  Gayer  are 
not  duly  elected." 

"  That  Sir  Henry  Ashurst  and  Samuel  Trarers, 
esq.  are  duly  elected." 

The  said  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
bouse. 

May  23,  1737-     On  a  new  hearing,  for  New  /ounwii. 
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Windsor.     The  standing  order  made  on  the  I6rFr 
of  January,  1735,  for  restraining  counsel  from  of- 
fering evidence,   touching  the  legality  of  votes 
contrary  to  the  last  determination  of  the  house« 
concerning  the  right  of  election  for  the  said  bo.> 
rough,  made  the  3d  of  November,  l6S0,  which 
was   then  resolved  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  only 
who  pay  scot  and  lot. 
hckwdi.        Petitions.      A    petition  of  Richard  Rams- 
,p.ii  •j^fijgnj^  ggq_  against  the  return  of  the  honourable 
iUiams,  esq.  for  bribery 

I  Feb.  1802. 

,    "  That  Mr.  Greville 

J  not  duly  elected." 
"  That  Mr.  Ramsbotham  was  not  duly  elected." 
*'  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that,  at  the 
last  election  for  the  borough  of  New  Windsor^ 
John  WilliaroB,  esq.  hath,  by  his  agents,  committed 
acts  of  bribery  and  treating,  whereby  he  is  inca* 
pacitated  to  senre  in  parliament  upon  such  elec 
tion." 

*'  That  Richard  Ramsbotham,  esq.  bath  by  hi» 
agents,  committed  acta  of  bribery." 

No  further  proceedings  took  place  in  the  house 
with  respect  to  the  latter  resolutions. 

COBPOBATIOIT. 

This,  according  to  the  present  charter,  granted 

aimo  1  James  11.  16S5,  consists  of  a  Mayor,  two 

Bailifis,  twenty-eight  Burgesses,  who  are  chosen 

'    out  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  thirteen  of  wb«m 
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sre  called  fellows  or  beocliers  of  the  guildhall. 
From  among  these- last,  ten  are  chosen,  aod  styled 
^Ida'men,  out  of  which  the  mayor  and  two  baili£& 
are  then  to  be  elected. 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION 

Is  in  all  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot :  4th 
Nov.  1680. 

Ndmber  of  voters — 300. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTF.E. 

The  castle  interest  returned  both  members  for 
this  borough  from  the  memorable  contest  in  17S0, 
between  Admiral  the  honourable  Augustus  Kep- 
pel,  afterwards  Lord  Viscount  Keppel,  and  Penis- 
ton  Portlock  Powoey,  esq.  till  1804;  when  Mr. 
Ramsbotham  opposed  the  royal  interest,  and  he 
has  brought  in  one  member  ever  since. 


COUNTY  OF  BUCKINGHAM, 

BucKiNCBAiiSHiRE  —  8n  inland  county,  is 
bounded  on  tbe  north  by  Northamptonshire,  on 
the  east  by  Bedfordshire,  Herefordshire,  and  Mid- 
dlesex, on  tbe  west  by  Oxfordshire,  aod  on  the 
south  by  Berkshire,  from  which  it  is  separated  by 
the  river  Thames,  Its  shape  is  oblong,  being 
about  30  miles  in  the  greatest  extremity,  and 
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its  g;reatest  breadth  about  16  miles,  being  about 
518,400  nrrps  of  land,  of  which  359,000  acres  were 
stated  to  be  arable,  and  about  170,000  acres  pas- 
turage, with  about  5,000  acres  of  waste,  fit  for  cul- 
tivation. It  contains  S0,443  houses,  and  t07',444 
inhabitants,  being  52,094  males,  and  55,350  fe- 
males, of  whom  20,133  were  returned  6s  being 
employed  in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicrafts, 
and  95,033  in  agriculture.  It  has  fifteen  market 
towns,  viz.  Buckingham  and  Aylesbury;  the 
county  towns,  Amersham,  Beaconsfield,  Cbes- 
ham,  Colnebrook,  Ivingho,  Newport- Pagnell,  01- 
ney,  Risborough,  Stony  Stratford,  Wendover,  Wy- 
combe, Wiuslow,  and  Great  Marlow  ;  and  \S5 
parishes.  It  is  divided  into  eight  hundreds,  viz. 
Ashendon,  Aylesbury,  Buckingham,  Burnbam, 
Cottesloe,  Desborough,  Newport,  and  Stoke.  It 
Is  included  in  the  Norfolk  circuit,  and  lies  in  the 
diocese  of  Lincoln,  and  province  of  Canterbury. 
Its  principal  rivers  are  the  Thames,  Ouze,  and 
Colne.  The  cbilterns,  which  form  a  part  of  this 
county,  are  appropriated  chiefly  to  the  cultivation 
of  barley,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  vale  is  de- 
TOted  to  the  grazing  of  cattle  and  feeding' of  sheep, 
a  source  of  much  opulence  to  the  landholders,  and 
the  dairies  supply  vast  quantities  of  butter  to  the 
metropolis.  Fine  wheat  and  other  grains  are 
grown  in  the  uplands.  The  woods  produce  great 
quantities  of  beech.  The  manufacture  of  bone 
lace  is  carried  to  greater  extent  and  perfection  io 
this  than  any  other  county,  particolarlj  «^out 
Newport-Fag  iiell. 
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Buckioghaoishire  is  rendered  memorable  in  the 
political  world  by  a  contested  election  which  ba^ 
peoed  ia  the  year  1604,  in  the  reign  of  James  T. 
Tbe  parties  were  Goodwin  and  Fortescue.  Good^ 
wiy  was  declared  ia  the  House  of  Commons  duly 
elected.  Tbe  lords  desired  a  conference.  The 
commons  having  expressed  their  surprise,  tbei 
lords  ascribed  this  interference  to  the  king ;  tbe 
commons,  therefore,  b^ged  bis  majesty  would  be 
tender  of  tl^ir  pfirileges. '  Tbe  king  insisted  upoO' 
tbeir  holding  a  onference  with  the  judges^  if  they 
would  not  with  the  lorda<  Tbe  commons  de- 
clared tbemselveS' rieady  to  confer  with  >be  lordis 
on  any  proper  Bubjesit  where  their  priritege  was 
not  concerned. 

Tbe  reason  that  the  king-  inteivsted  himself  in 
this  election  was,  that  ke  thought  bis  advice  not 
to  elect  any  outlaw  va»  despised,  by  the  Honse 
,  declaring  Goodwin  duly  elected.  Thecommons^ 
attended  by  ths  speaker,  waited  on  tbe  king,  and 
infonned  him  that  Goodwin's  election  was  duly 
carried  on,  and,  consequently,  Fortescue'»  was 
void  ;  that  the  outlawries  ag^nsl  Goodwin  were 
only  for  debt;  tbat  he  had  sat  unquestioned  in 
several  parliameate  stnee  tbe  outlawry ;  nod  that 
besides  it  was  not  strictly  pleadable,  because  of 
^eficieacies  in  formali^.  Tbe  king  insisted  upoi> 
a  conference  between  the  commons  and  judges, 
«nd  that  tbe  lesult  be  reported  by  tbe  house  to 
bia  privy  coukcii.  Tbe  commons  proposed  to 
HuJtBft  i^w  that  no  outlawed  person  hereafter  sit 

PAKTII.  VOL<  X.  £ 
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in  the  House,  and  to  confer  with  the  judges,  not  to 
reverse  what  they  had  done,  but  that  they  might 
profit  by  the  judges'  learning,  and  satisfy  the  king.' 
Finding  the  king,  however,  resolute,  a  committee 
was  appointed:  and  the  House  ordered  that  the' 
said  committee  should  only  insist  on  the  support 
and  explication  of  the  reasons  already  given,  and 
not  proceed  to  any  other  ai^ument  or  answer. 
Shameful  flattery  to  the  king,  however,  is  asserted 
by  some  to  have  degraded  Sir  Francis  Bacon  on 
this  occasion  ;  and  it  was  observed  that  no  such 
concession  had  been  made  by  the  commons  to  any' 
king  since  the  Conquest.  It  was-  disputed  whe- 
ther the  House  of  Commons  could  properly  be 
called  a  court  of  record.  The  king  proposed  that 
neither  Goodwin  nor  Fortescue  should  sit  in  the 
house,  and  it  was  accordingly  resolved  that  a 
new  writ  should  be  issued  for  Bucks.  Goodwin 
voluntarily  resigned  bis  claim  in  e  letter  to  the 
speaker. 

May  3d,  168S.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Hacket, 
complaining  of  the  undue  election  and  return  of 
Thomas  Wharton,  esq. 

No  determination. 
•^      Another  petition,  March  12,  1727. 

The  sitting  member  declared  duly  elected. 

Petitions.  April  4,  1785 :  the  Right  Hon. 
Ralph  Earl  Vemey,ofthe  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
certain  freeholders  in  his  interest,  petitioned  against 
the  return  of  John  Aubrey,  esq.  for  this  county, 
it  having  been  obtained  by  illegal  means.  Mr. 
W.  Greuville,  who  was  returned  with  Mr.  Au< 
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brey,  was  not  made  a  party  td  the  petition,  his  re- 
turn being  unqirestioned. 

The  Dumbers  on  Ibe  poll  were — For  the  Right 
Hon.  Wtn.  Wyndham  Greoville   .  .  .  :  3961 

John  Aubrey,  esq 1740 

Right  Honourable  Earl  Veraey  .  .  1716 

After  the  petitions  bad  been  read,  a  dispute 
arose  respecting  the  mode  of  proceeding,  t.  e.  wbe* 
ther  by  separate  hundreds,  or  through  the  wliole 
county.  The  committee  determined  the  petitioned 
to  go  through  the  whole  of  this  case. 
.  The  trial  was  only  carried  on  for  six  days.  On 
Monday,  April  11,  the  peiitioner'B  counsel  having 
made  two  objections,  the  committee  determined 
against  them,  and  formally  declined  any  further 
proceeding  against  the  sitting  member.  These 
objections  were  to  the  rotes  of  a  aub*diatributor  of 
•tainps,  and  a  collector  of  the  window  tax.  Mr. 
Aubrey  was  hereupon  declared  duly  elected. 

POLItlCAL    CHABACTER. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  has  the  absolute 
nomination  of  one  member  for  this  county.  The 
other  seat  was  contested  in  1784',  as  mentioned  in 
Our  representative  history.  The  principal  int^- 
est,  next  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  is  be- 
tween the  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  Lord  George  Ca- 
vendish, Lord  Viscount  Hamden,  Sir  John  Au- 
brey, Sir  John  Dashwood  King,  and  Richard 
Lowndes,  esq.  one  of  the  present  members. 
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BUCKINGHAM. 

BucKiKGHAM,  the  county  town  of  BDckia|^- 
hamshire,  16$  miles  from  Aylesbury,  and  SI 
from  LondpD  by  Uxbridge,  is  seated  on  tbe  river 
Ouse,  in  avery  low  ground, overwbich  it  bu three 
Atone  bridges ;  it  contains  ^31  houses  and  3»fi0£ 
inhabitants,  being  1,IS0  males  and  1,495  ftilisleSi 
of  whoa  313  only  were  returned  as  being  em- 
ployed in  trade  and  manufacture.  Thi*  include* 
the  hamlets  of  Barston,  Gawcot,  aad  Leoborough. 
Tbe  towy  conBiets  of  one  long  street,  the  faotue» 
being  loeanly  btiilt,  and  masy  of  thecn  thatched. 
Tfaene  is  very  tittle  trade  or  raanu&cture  here,  eic- 
cept.iace-tndung,  in  comaKm  with  alonat  tk« 
whote  county.  The  town  ia  a  gieac  tboroughGue 
to  Cheater,  Ireland,  4ec.  Market-day  on  Satinday^ 
very  weU  attended.  Fairs,  Monday  ae'DDight 
after  old  Twelfth-day,  March  7.  May  6,  Thuca- 
day  in  Whitsun  week,  July  10,  September  4r 
Qplober  9,  and  NovenUier  8. 

BEPBE3ENTATITE  HISTOBT. 

Buckingham  is  a  very  ancient  borou^.  It  wa» 
however  so  inconsiderable,  at  tbe  Roman  Con- 
quest, as,  according  to  DoooiBday-hook,  to  have 
paid  only  for  one  hide  of  land ;  and  it  had  only 
S6  bui^eflBes  in  th6  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor. 
This  town  ia  said,  by  Willis,  to  have  been  the 
only  borough  in  tbe  county  at  the  time  of  the 
Conquest.  It  never  sent  members  to  parliameet 
before  the  last  of  Henry  VIII,  according  to  tbe 
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prioeiple  of  giving  this  privikge  to  borooghs  by 
clMTter.  But  it  seat  to  the  national  assembly  or 
cotincll,  as  s  trading  borough,  so  early  as  1 1  Edw. 
III.  when  only  the  chief  towns  of  trade  weresuni'- 
moned ;  no  knights  of  the  shire  were  conrened  to 
this  couDcil.  In  the  37th  of  the  said  king,  it  was 
tunmoDed,  but  made  no  return,  and  thus  t^scon- 
tinued  to  send  until  the  36th  UeiiTy  VIII.  as 
above  mentioned. 

In    1660.   Francis  Ingoldsby,  esq.    petitioned  dm, 
■giiMt  the  return  of  John  Dormer,  esq.  ^' 

Sir  £dward  Turner  reported  that  the  question 
was,  whether  the  bailiff  and  twelve  burgesses,  or 
the  freemen  at  large,  had  right  to  elect  members. 

Resolved,  "  That  the  bailiff  and  twelve  bur- 
gHses  had  right  to  elect." 

*'  That  John  Dormer,  esq.  and  Sir  Richard  Tebi- 
pie,  who  woe  chosen  by  the  bailiff  and  twelve 
ba^esses,  were  duly  elected.  To  which  the 
House  agreed." 

March  19,  1678.  A  double  return :  Lord  Vis- 
count Latimer  and  Sir  Peter  Tyrrell  by  one  inden- 
ture, and  Lord  Viscount  Latimer  and  Sir  Richard 
Temple  by  a  second. 

The  first  determined  to  be  well  and  duly  re- 
turned. 

October  95,  I6B0.  A  petition  of  Sir  Peter  Tyr- 
rell, hart. 

March94, 1681.  A  petition  of  Sir  Peter  Tyrrell, 
bart.  and  Charles  Mount,  esq. 

No  determination. 

May  3d,  169S.    A  petition  of  Lord  Latimer 
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at)d  Geoi^  Grenville,  esq.  against  the  return  of 
Sir  Richard  Temple  and  Sir  Ralph  Verney, 

Nov.  19,  dismisaed ;  the  petitioners  neglecting 
to  prosecute  their  claim. 

January  22,  1688.  A  petition  of  Sir  Peter 
Tyrrell,  bart.  and  Richard  Atkins,  esq.  against 
the  return  of  Sir  Richard  Temple  and  Sir  Ralph 
Verney  to  the  convention. 

Resolved,  "  That  Sir  Richard  Temple  and  Sir 
Ralph  Verney  arc  duly  elected." 

October.  6,  1690.  A  petition  uf  Sir  Richard 
Atkyns  and  Sir  Peter  Tyrrell,  baronets,  and  of 
John  Refers  and  several  others  of  the  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  of  this  borough  ;  setting  fortir 
that  Sir  Richard  Atkyns  and  Sir  Peter  Tyrrell 
were  -duly  chosen  by  the  bui^essea  and  inha* 
bitants,  ivho  have  a  right  to  elect,  but  Sir  Richard 
Temple  and  Alexander  Denton,  esq.  are  re- 
turned as  duly  chosen  by  the  twelve  burgesses, 
exclusive  to  the  rest  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabit* 
ants,  in  injury  to  the  petitioners,  and  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  borough,  and  pnyjng  the  con> 
sideration,  &c. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bo^ 
rough  was  read :  that  this  borough  had  a  right  to 
send  members  to  parliament  before  the  present 
incorporation;  that  the  petitioneri,  in  pursuance 
of  such  their  right,  with  many  others,  were  at  the 
last  election,  on  the  19th  of  February,  16S9,  and 
then  tendered  their  voices,  and  deniandetl' a  poll 
of  the  bailiff,  who  denied  the  satne,  andconBned 
the  nlectioii  to  himself  sad  twelve  burgesses,  in 


jt,Googlc 


BDCKIMGHAM— TOWK. 

injury  to  the  petitioners;  and  praying  the  con- 
sideratioD  oi  the  House,  that  the  election  may  be 
made  void,  and  a  oew  one  granted,  that  the  peti- 
tioners may  be  allowed  their  voices. 

-  Resolved :  *'  That  the  right  of  election  of  bhr- 
gesses  to  serve  in  parliament  for  this  borough  is 
in  the  bailiff  and  twelve  burgesses  of  this  borough 
only.'* 

-  "  That  Sir  Richard  Temple,  K.  B.  bart.  and 
Alexander  Denton,  esq.  are  duly  elected  bui^^esses 
to  serve  in  this  preseDt  pu-liament  for  the  said  bo- 
rongh." 

Nov.  S9,  1695.  A  petition  of  divers  inhabit- 
ants, on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  setting 
ibrth'tbat  this  borough  is  a  borough  by  prescrip- 
tioD,  and  that  Sir  Richard  Atkyns  and  James 
Tyrrell,  esq.  were  unanimously  chosen  members, 
to  serve  in  the  present  parliament,  by  the  Inha- 
bitants of  this  boroi^h ;  that  the.  bailiff  and  twelve 
capital  burgesses  have,  without  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitants,  taken  upon  them  to  return  Sir  Richard 
Temple  and  Alexander  Denton,  esq.  as  represent- 
atives for  the  said  borough,  to  the  manifest  pr^ 
judice  of  the  petitioners'  right,  and  praying,  &c. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

March  3,  171S.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard 
Temple  and  Sir  Edmund  Denton,  harts,  was  read 
against  the  return  of  Thomas  Chapman,  esq.  and 
John  Radcliffe,  M.  D. 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee  resolved, 

"That  Thomas  Chapman,  esq.  and  John  Rad- 
pliffe,  M.  D.  are  duty. elected  burgesses  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament  for  this  borough." 
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Tbe  said  resolutions  beiog  twio«  read,  w«re 
jigr«ed  to  by  the  House. 

March  36,  17M.  A  petitioo  ofTbomaa  Chap- 
tnaD,  esq.  was  read,  shewing  that,  at  the  tast  eleo 
tioo  for  this  borough,  Alexander  Deoton,  Abra- 
ham StanyoD,  esqrs.  and  the  petitiooer,  were  caor 
didates;  that  the  bsiliff  refused  several  good  &»d 
legal  votes  for  the  petitioner ;  and  admitted  severtl 
others  for  Mr.  Slanyon  who  had  no  vote;  and  re- 
turned Mr.  StanyoQ,  to  the  pr^udice  of  the  peti? 
tiober,  aiid  prayiDg,  &c, 

}Aay  11.     Petition  withdrawn. 

CORPORATION. 

Id  the  time  of  Edwud  III.  this  town  bad  « 
futyoT  and  ^bree  bailiff's ;  but  being  decayed  in 
its  trade  apd  consequence^  it  hsd  ailerwartU)  only 
one  bailiff,  and  was  by  charter  (I  Mary)  re-iocoT- 
porated  by  the  style  of  a  bailiff  and  twelve  capital 
bui^eaaes,  who  vete  by  Charles  II.  changed  into 
a  mayor  and  ald^men.  This  however  lasted  oaly 
four  years,  and  being  then  revoked,  the  old  esta- 
bUsbotept  took  place  again,  and  so  coQtiouea. 

Number  of  voters — 13. 

HrturmiKO  officer — tbe  bailiff, 

POLITICAL  character. 

This  town,  although  it  gives  name  to  tha 
county,  is  of  the  utmost  insignificance,  and 
comes  exactly  under  tbe  description  of  a  rotten 
borvugk.  It  possessed  great  opulence,  and  was 
tbe  county  town,  where  the  assises  were  held, 
until,  by  tbe  poftiality  of  lord  chief  justice  Baldr 
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wio,  who  bought  tbe  nanor  ia  the  reign  of  Hmiy 
VIII.  the  county  gaol,  ascizes,  and  eouDt^  bu- 
siness were  removed  to  Aylesbury. 

Tbe  eorpomtion  consists  entirely  of  the  friciids 
and  dependents  of  tbs  Marquis  o4'  Buekinghsnr, 
who  has  tbe  sole  and  ^solute  disposal  of  the  bo^ 

AYLESBURY. 

Atlksbuet,  a  bmougb  and  oiarket  t»m»  in  tttc 
bundred  of  Aylesbury,  Bucks,  is  17  milek  ftom 
Buckingbam,  and  99  from  London,  on  a  branch 
of  the  Thames ;  and  contains  679  houses  and  9, 1 86 
iohabitante,  of  whom  409  were  returned  empl<^ed 
in  trade  and  manufacture.  The  country  round, 
though  low,  is  extremely  fertile.  The  vale  of 
AylMbury,  a  large  tract  of  land,  extending  for 
many  miles,  almost  fi'oiii  Tame,  on  the  bordefs  of 
Oxfordshire,  to  Leigbton  in  Bedfordshire,  is  reck- 
oned the  richest  land  in  England,  and  feeds  an 
incredible  number  of  sheep.  The  streets  lie  round 
the  market-place,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  a  eon- ' 
venient  halt,  wh^re  tbe  quarter  sessions  and  Lent 
assizes  are  held.  Lace-making  is  carried  on  here 
to  a  great  extent,  Tbe  market  on  Saturday  is 
well  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  provision. 

BEFRESBNTATIVK   CHABAOTBR. 

The  representative  history  of  this  town  is  tbe 
most  important  in  the  annals  of  Parliainent,  as  it 
JovolveB  tbe  famous  cause  of  Ashby  and  White, 
being  a  contest  between  Law  and  Frivilege,  which 
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produced  so  serioua  a  difiereoce  between  the  two 
Houses,  a»  obliged  the  .Queen  to  prorogue  the 
Farliameut. 

Ashby  bad  brought  an  action  against  White 
^nd  others  the  coustablea,  who  are  returning  ofli- 
oers  of  this  borough,  for  not  receiving  bis  vote. 
The  House  of  Commons  considered  the  inter- 
ference of  a  court  of  law  in  a  question  which  con- 
cerned the  right  of  election  as  a  breach  of  their 
privilege,  and  ordered  all  the  parties  concerned 
therein,  counsel,  attorney,  and  others,  to  be  taken 
into  custody.  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  was  idso 
ordered  to  attend  the  House ;  but  dlsr^rdii^ 
the  summons,  the  Speaker  was  directed  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  mace  to  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  and  command  bis  attendance  upon  the 
House.  The  Chief  Justice  is  said  to  have  replied* 
"  Mr.  Speaker,  if  you  do  not  depart  from  this 
Court,  I  will  commit  you,  though  you  had  the 
whole  House  of  Commons  in  your  belly." 

Since  this  time,  actions  have  been  frequently 
brought  by  voters  against  returning  officers  for  re- 
fusing to  receive  their  votes  being  duly  quaWed, 
and  verdicts  have  been  obtained. 

In  \7^^t  Salient  brought  an  action  against 
Milward,  mayor  of  Hastings,  for  refusing  hia  vote, 
which  he  tendered  at  the  election  for  Sir  Godfrey 
Webster  and  Sir  Stephen  Lushington,  and  though 
his  vote  would  have  had  no  influence  upon  the 
return*  Sir  Godfrey  Webster  and  Sir  Stephen 
Lushington  having  only  a  small  minority  of  votes; 
the  jury,  which  was  special,  gave  .him  a  verdict* 
with  two  hundred  pounds  damages,  at  the  sum- 
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met  awizesJbr  the  OMinty  of  Sussex,  in  the  same 
year. 

The  bribery  case  in  1814,  when  the  right  of 
votJDg  was  extended  by-act  of  perliament  to  the 
freeholders  of  the  hundred  of  Aylesbury,  forms 
another  prominent  feature  in  the  history  of  diis 
borough. 

:.  This  bwougb,  within  the  county  of  fiucking-ci 
bMU,  was  incorporated  by  Queen  Mary  in  the^ 
year  \559,  and  sent  representatives  to  Parliameot 
next  year.  Or.  Willis  writes,  they  woe  rhoseii 
by  the  bailitf,  9  aldermen,  and  IS  burgesses ;  but 
by  It^lect  of  keeping  up  tfaecomtnanity}  the  cor- 
poration became  dissolved:  after  which,  in  the 
1 4th  and  9Sth  of  Elisabeth,  the  lords  of  the  manor 
Bwde  the  returns. 

Petitions.  June  S>  1685.  A  petition  Irom 
Sir  Thomas  Lee,  bsrt.  biit  never  heard. 

April  98,  1691.  A  petition  from  James  Her- 
bert, esq.  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Simon  Mayne. 

Hesolved  :  "  That  Simoa  Mayne,  esq.  is  duly 
elected." 

Nor.  36t  l69J.  A  petition  of  Simon  Mayne, 
rsq.  against  the  return  of  Mr.  Herbert,  who  is  re- 
turned with  Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

Resolved  r  "  That  the  right  of  election  oF  bur- 
gesses to  serve  in  ParliameDt  for.  this  borough  is 
in  all  the  householders  of  this ^boidngb,  not  re- 
ceiving alms." 

"That  James  Herbert,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  this 
borodgfa ;' which  was  agreed'to  by  the  House." 

Dec.  19,  1698.     Petitions  from  Sjmdn  Mayne, 
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esq.  Richard  Cockiaaa,  and  other  inbahitanto, 
on  behalf' of  the  said  SimoD  Mayne,  esq.  were 
read  agaioat  the  return  of  Mr.  Herbert, 

No  determioatioD. 

Dec.  16.  A  petition  from  Robert  Dormer,  esq. 
■gaJDst  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

No  determination. 

December  8S,  1696.  A  petition  of  Richard 
Beywood,  and  olher  iohabitanti,  against  the  K« 
turn  of  Sir  Thomas  Lee. 

Resolved)  "  That  Jame»  Herbert,  esq.  is  daly 
ctected." 

"  That  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  bart.  is  not  duly 
elected." 

"  That  Robert  Dormer,  esq.  is  dnly  elected." 

The  last  resolution  passed  in  the  n^atire ;  and 
ft  new  writ  was  ordered. 

March  6,  1698,  A  petition  trf  Sir  Thomas  Lee, 
but.  against  the  return  of  Robert  Dormer*  esq. 

No  determination. 

January  3,  1701.  A  petition  of  Simon  Mayne, 
esq.  was  read,  as  also  one  from  Richard  Cockman 
and  other  inhabitants  of  this  borough,  complaining 
against  the  const^cs  aibitniily  rejecting  legal 
votes. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  36,  1708.  The  petition  of  Thomas  Cook- 
aun  was  again  read. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  8.  Ordered,  "  That  the  inhabitants  of  the 
bnough  of  Aylesbmy  have  leave  to  wichdnw 
their  petition  toucfaiag  tbc  election  of  tfae  said 
borough." 
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/•n.  17,  17D8.  OrdeMd,  kmu  iMraben  to  be 
■ppoioted  to  search  the  Journsls  of  the  HbuM  of 
Lovds,  as  to  their  proceedings  upon  a  writ  of 
airor  ta  a  cause  between  Matthew  Ashbj  and 
William  White,  and  report  the  same  to  tbe  House. 

—  1 S.  Ordered :  "  That  the  same  mensbers  do 
■eaich  the  offices  of  the  Queen's  Bench  for  the 
vecoid  of  the  judgment,  aid  all  tbe  otkor  pi«- 
ccedings  in  that  eauas,  and  report  the  same." 

—  30.  "  Ordered  to  be  reported  to-aonov 
awmiDg." 

—  91.  Mr.  Freeman  reported.  That  the  eotBt- 
mittee  bad  searched  the  Lends*  Joumala,  and 
ftnwd  tnftiUoWB. 

**  December  «,  n09.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice 
biMght  into  Ae  House  a  writ  of  error,  wherein 
Matthew  Atbby  is  plaintiff,  and  William  Whitt 
and  oth«8  are  defendants." 

"  January  14.  AStec  hearing  counaet  os  the 
writ  of  error  d^Kudiii;  in  th»  House,  wherein 
Matthew  Ashby  is  ^daintiff,  and  William  White 
and  others  are  dejendants,  and  debate  thereon, 
qaestion  put,  to  adjourn  till  to-morrow— Nega- 
(ired.— Question— Whether  the  judgment  shouUI 
be  reversed— passed  in  the  affirmative." 

Mr,  Brewer  reported,  "  That  the  Queen's  Bench 
bad  been  searched  for  tbe  judgment  and  proceed- 
ings in  tfaia  case,  sod  a  copy  thereof  was  ob- 
tained." 

Tbe  copy  being  laid  before  tbe  House,  it  appear- 
ed to  be  an  action  brought  by  Matthew  Ashby.esq. 
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)i|^'ii8t  William  White  and  others,  late  coDstabletf 
of  Aylesbury,  for  refusing  their  Totes  at  tlie  late 
election  of  iBeai^>ere  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
latd  boroilgh;  upon  which  the  said  Matthew 
Ashby  obtaioed  a  Terdicti  but  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  gave  judgment  for  the  defendantft; 
.Upon  this  a  writ  of  error  was  brought,  and  the 
plaintiff  obtained  judgment  in  Parliamenti 

Jan.  SS.  This  day  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  Lords'  Journal  touching  the  pNN 
ccedings  on  a  writ  of  error  in  the  case  between 
Ashby  and  White  and  others,  &c.  whett  the  mat- 
tec  was  fiilly  debated,  (see  the  debate  at  lai^  in 
the  State  Trials,  vol.  viif.  p.  89.)  and  the  conn 
mittee  adopted  the  followiog  resolutions,  which 
were  reported  by  Mr.  Freeman  on  the  96th. 

Resolved:  "  That,  according  to  the  koowp  kws 
and  usage  bf  Parliament,  it  is 'the  sole  right  of  the 
Commons  of  England,  in  parliament  assembled, 
(except  in  cases  otherwise  provided  for  by  act  of 
parliament,)  to  examine  and  determine  all  matters 
relating  to  the  right  of  election  of  their  own  mem- 
.bers."  ■  ■ 

Resolved :  "  That,  acoording  to  the  known  laws 
and  us^e  of  Parliament,  neither  the  qualification 
of  any  elector,  nor  the  right  of  any  person  elected, 
is  cognizable  or  determinable  ebewbere  than  before 
tbe  CiHnmons  of  England  in  Parliament  nssero- 
bled,  except  in  such  cases  as  are  specially  pro- 
vided for  by  act  of  parliament." 

Resolved :  "  That  the  examining  and  determin- 
ing tbe  qualification  of  any  elector  or  any  persuft 
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elected  to  serre  in  parliament,  in  any  cautt  of  law, 
or  elsewhere,  than  before  the  Commons  in  England 
assembled,  (except  in  such  cases  as  are  specially 
provided  for  by  act  of  parliament,)  will  expose  all 
aaayors,  bailifis,  and  other  officers,  who  are  obli^d 
to  take  the  poll,  and  make  a  return  thereupon,  to 
multiplicity  of  actions,  vexatious  suits,  and  insup- 
portable expenses,  and  will  subject  them  to  dififer- 
eot  and  inddpendent  jurisdictions,  and  inconsfs* 
tent  determinations  in  the  same  case>  without 
relief." 

Resolved:  **ThatMattbewAshby  having  in  con. 
tempt  ofthe  jurisdiction  ofthis  House,  commenced 
and  prosecuted  an  action  at  common  law,  against 
William  White  and  others  the  constables  of  Ayles- 
bury, for  not  receiving  his  vote  at  an  election  for 
burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said 
borough  of  Aylesbury,  is  guilty  of  a  Iweach  of  the 
privilege  of  this  House." 

Resolved :  "  That  whoever  shall  presume  to  com- 
mence or  prosecute  any  action,  indictment,  or 
information,  at  common  law,  which  shall  bring 
the  right  of  the  electors,  or  persons  elected  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  to  the  determination  of  any 
other  jurisdiction  than  that  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, (except  in  cases  specially  provided  for  by 
act  of  parliament,)  such  person-  or  persons,  and  all 
attorneys,  solicitors,  counsellors,  and  sergeants  at 
law,  prosecuting,  or  pleading,  in  any  such  case, 
are  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  privil^e  of  this 
Hoiise." 

These  resolationa  being  reaJ,  the  foar  first  were 
agreed,  to  by  the  House,  hut  the  last  being  read  a 
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seeond  tinw,  an  amemiiBeat  was.  made  by  learing 
oul  tbe  words  "  coouboa  law"  aftei  tlte  woid 
**  iDformatioQ,"  thereby  aiaking  )t  general  in  aJl 
oases ;  and  tbeo  it  was  agreed  to  by  tbe  House. 

Ordered :  "  Tbat  tbe  said  rcaolutiona  be  fixed 
upon  Westminster-ball  gate,  aigsed  by  tbe  clerk." 

Hereupon  tbe  locda  published  the  state  of  the 
.  caseoD  the  writ  ofer^r,  which  see  in  the  StaAe 
TruOs. 

Nor.  3i>  1704.  A  eon^>laiat  made,  that  Ro- 
bert Mead,  attorney  at  law,  had  proceeded  io  the 
cimaeof  Asbby  ajid  White  and  others,  and  taken 
the  defeodants  in  executMft*  ia  bceaoh  of  the  pri- 
Tikge  of  Uiis  Houae. 

Ordered  to  be  beaid  oa  Tbaraday,  ud  tbat  Ro- 
Wtt  Mead  do  then  attend  this  Houde. 

93rd.  Order  for  heariRg  read,  Uitdefeiredtill 
Tueaday  se'snight,  and  that  Robert  Mead  do  tbea 
attend. 

A  further  ootaplaiat  was  owdia,.  tbat  several  oew 
actions  had  been  brou^t  (wnce  the  resolutioDs  of 
kat  sesaioo  o(  Pailiaawnt)  biy  Joha  Paty,  John 
Oviatt,  John  Peton,  juoier,  and  Henry  Baoae,  aaot 
proaecuted  by  tbe  said  Robert  Mead,  ia  breach  of 
the  privilege  of  this  Houae^  aad  was  ordered  to  be 
heani  OD  Tuesday  se'avight,  and  aaid  Joha  Pa^, 
John  Oviatt,  Joha  Patoa,  junior,  and  Heniy 
Baaae,  do  tben  attend,  and  copies  of  the  wrigMAl 
declarations  be  kid  befbre  the  House. 

94th.  Ordered,  that  Daoiel  Horoe,  a  plaiattff 
in  one  of  the  actiona  against  tbe  coostablea  of 
Aylesbury,  do  attend  <»  Tuesday  se'iaighL 

Dec.  (.  The  House  psocaeded,  aad  the  s^jeant 
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at  arms  proved  the  service  of  orders  oo  tke.per- 
sons  who  were  to  attend  :  but  Mr.  Mead  not  at- 
tending, a  witness  was  examined,  and  proved  Mr. 
Mead's  proceedings  in  the  five  new  actions,  and 
the  declarations  were  delivered  in,  and  one  of 
them  read.' 

The  several  plaintiffs  were-called  in  and  exa- 
mined ;  and  the  House  resolved 

"  That  John  Paty,  of  Aylesbury,  has  been  guilty 
of  commencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at  com- 
mon law  gainst  William  White,  and  others,  the 
late  constables  of  Aylesbury,  for  not  allowing  his 
vote  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  .Parlia- 
ment, contrary  to  the  declaration,  in  high  con- 
tempt of  the  jurisdiction,  and  in  breach  of  the 
known  privileges  of  this  House  ;  and  resolved  the 
same  of  the  other  plaintiffs,  and  committed,  every 
one  of  them  to  Newgate !" 

Resolved :  "  That  Mr.  Robert  Mead,  has  been 
guilty  of  soliciting  and  prosecuting  (as  attorney  at 
law)  divers  actions  at  common  law  against  Wil- 
liam White  and  others,  late  constables  of  Ayles- 
bury, for  not  allowing  divers  votes  in  the  elec- 
tion of- members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  contrary 
to  the  declaration,  in  high  contempt  of  the  juria- 
diction,  and  in  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House,  and  ordered  bim  into  the  custody  of  ther 
sei^eant  at  arms."  .    , 

The  said  persoDS  continued  in  Newgate  until 
the  1st  of  February,  1704. 

February  I .  Ordered,  the  keeper  of  Newgate 
do  brii^  to-morrow   to  this  House  Johu  Paty, 

PAST  II.  TOL.  I.  F 


i,Googlc 


COUNTIES,  CmSS.  AND  BOROUGHS. 

John  Oviatt,  John  Patoo,  juato^  Bod  Hteiy 
Bmbb,  committBd  by  this  Houte. 

2od.  The  s&id  peraoos  were  brought  and  exs- 
nined,  and  were  remanded. 

Michaelnaas  term,  1704.  An  habeas  corpus 
was  mored  for  in  the  Queen's  Bench,  by  the  said 
paisoDSf  and  they  were  brought  up ;  but  the 
court,  against  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Hott. 
retnaoded  tbem ;  whereupon,  John  Paty  and 
John  Oviatt  petitioned  the  queen  for  a  writ  of 
error  to  bring  this  last  proceeding  of  the  court  of 
Queen's  Bench  into  Parliament. 

9itb.     Thereupon  the  House  resolved, 

'*  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  her 
■ujesty,  humbly  to  lay  before  her  majesty  the 
undoubted  right  and  priril^e  of  the  Commons  of 
England  in  Parliament  assembled*  to  commit  for 
breach  of  privilege,  and  the  commifntents  of  thin 
House  are  not  examinable  in  any  other  court  what- 
soever, and  that  no  such  writ  of  error  was  ever 
brought,  nor  does  an|r  writ  of  error  lie  in  tbi« 
case  ;  and  that  as  this  House  has  expressed  thar 
duty  to  her  m^esty  in  giving  dispatch  to  all  the 
supplies,  so  they  have  an  entire  confidence  in  her 
m^ty's  goodness  and  justice  that  she  will  not 
give  leave  for  any  writ  (^ error  in  this  case,  which. 
will  tend  to  the  overthrowing  the  uodoubltd 
rights  and  privil^es  of  the  Commons  of  Englsnd." 

RtwAved :  *'  That  whoever  has  abetted,  prooMted, 
countenanced,  or  assisted,  the  proseoutioM  of  the 
several  writs  of  the  habeas  coqwa  broufht  for  the 
4>risonen  ownmitted  1^  this  House,  nod  iiMc  thnt 
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being  remanded  hare  endeavoured  the  procuring 
writ*  of  error,  are  guilty  of  conspiring  to  make  a 
difierence  between  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Par* 
liameot  assembled,  are  disturbers  of  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom,  and  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  in 
them  lay,  to  overthrow  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Commons  of  England  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled." 

Ordered,  "  That  a  committee  do  enquire  what 
persons  have  been  concerned  in  soliciting,  prose- 
cuting, or  pleading,  upon  the  writs  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, or  writs  of  errror,  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners' 
committed  to  Newgate  for  breach  of  the  privilege 
of  this  House,  or  what  other  persons  have  abetted 
or  promoted  the  same.** 

S6th.  Secretary  Hedges  reported  the  queen's 
answer  to  the  above  address. 

**  Her  majesty  is  much  troubled  to  find  the  House 
"  of  Commons  of  opinion,  that  h^r  granting  the 
**  writs  of  error  mentioned  in  their  address  is  against 
**  their  privitc^;eB,  of  which  her  majesty  will  be  as 
**  tender  as  of  her  own  prerogative  ;  and  therefore 
**  the  House  of  Commons  may  depend  her  majesty 
**  will  not  do  any  thing  to  give  them  any  just  occa- 
*'  sion  of  complaint ;  but  this  matter  relating  to 
**'the  course  of  judicial  proceedings  being  of  the  • 
"  highest  importance,  her  majesty  thinks  it  neces- 
"  sary  to  weigh  and  consider  veiy  Carefully  what 
"  may  be  proper  for  her  to  do  in  a  thing  of  so  great 
•■  concern." 

Ordered,  to  consider  this  message  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  Earl  of  Dorset  reported  from  the  committee 
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to  examine  what  persons  have  been  concerned  in 
solicitiDg,  prosecuting,  or  pleading,  upon  the  writs 
of  habeas  corpus,  or  writs  of  error,  &c. ;  and  it 
appeared  to  (he  committee  that  Mr.  Alexander 
Denton  moved  for  the  habeas  corpus,  Sei^eant 
Hook  moved  to  shorten  the  day  for  the  retum, 
Mr.  Frtincis  Page,  Mr.  James  Montague,  Mr.  Ki- 
cholas  Leechmere,  and  the  said  Mr.  Denton, 
pleaded  <in  the  return  of  the  said  writs  ;  that  Mr. 
Moutague  and  Mr.  Leechmere  attended  as  coun- 
sel at  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt's  chamber,  to  con- 
sider what  entry  to  make  on  remittitur  ;  that  the 
sergeant's  messengers  had  endeavouied  to  serve 
Mr.  Lee  of  Clement's  Inn,  but  not  meeting  him, 
shewed  his  clerk  the  original  order  of  summons, 
which  he  refused  to  read,  or  receive  a  copy  there- 
of; and  that  another  messenger  bad  personally 
summoned  Mr.  Harris  ;  but  neither  Mr.  Lee  nor 
Mr.  Harris  attended. 

Resolved  :  "  Mr.  Lee  of  Clement's  Inn  having  - 
been  summoned  to  attend  a  committee  of  this 
House,  and  not  attending  thereupon,  is  guilty  of  a 
contempt  and  breach  of  privilege  of  this  House  ; 
also  that  the  tike  resolution  in  regard  to  Mr.  Har- 
ris ;  and  ordered  both  of  them  to  be  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.'* 

Kesolved :  "  That  Mr.  F.  Page,  Mr.  Montague, 
Mr.  Denton,  and  Mr.  Leechmere,  in  pleading  on 
the  return  of-the  habeas  corpus,  on  behalf  of  the 
prisoners  committed  by  this  House,  are  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  of  this  House,  and  ordered 
them  severally  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at 
arms."    Also, 
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Ordered,  that  the  several  persons  who  were 
oommitted  to  Newgate,  be  removed  into  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms. 

S7th.  rhe  sei^ant  at  arms  acquainted  the 
House  that  he  bad  received  the  persons  who  were, 
committed  to  Newgate,  and  had  also  taken  Mr. 
Montague,  but  that  he  shewed  a  protection  from 
the  House  of  Lords,  (upon  the  petition  of  the  said 
persons,)  by  which  the  said  Mr.  Montague,  Mr, 
Page,  Mr.  Destoa,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Lee,  were 
assigned  counsel  and  attorneys  for  the  said  per- 
stttis,  and  protected  by  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
that  all  officers,  sergeaats  at  arma,  and  other  per- 
sons, were  forbid  to  meddle  with  them  :  that  Mr. 
LieecboDere  had  escaped,  Mr.  Harris  was  in  cus- 
tody, and  that  Mr.  Page  and  Mr.  Denton  were 
Dot  to  be  found:  whereupon  a  committee  w^ 
ordered  to  search  the  joumaJs  of  the  House  of 
L^nds,  what  proceedings  have  been  taken  in  this 
matter  in  that  House. 

38th.  Mr.  Bromley  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords,  viz. 

February  36.  Upon  reading  the  petitioo  of  the 
persons,  prisoD»s  in  Newgate,  in  relation  to  some 
proceedings  for  obtaining  the  writs  of  error,  and 
praying  amongst  other  things  the  protection  of  the 
House,  it  was  ordered'  to  consider  the  petitioo  next 
day,  and  the  judges  to  come  prepared  to  speak  to 
the  point,  whether  a  writ  of  error  be  a  writ  of 
right,  or  a  writ  of  grace ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
have  notice,  that  if,  when  they  send  the  names  of 
their  counsel  and  i^ats,  aiKl  they  desire  to  be  pro- 
tected, they  shall  hare  the  protection  of  the  House 
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fat  them.  In  punuaiice  of  which  order  thtj  idtit 
the  names  of  James  Montflgue,  Niobol&s  Leedt* 
mere,  Alexander  DcDtoa,  Francis  Page,  coudmI- 
lora  at  law  j  WiUiam  Lee,  John  Harris,  attorneys 
at  ]aw. 

IThereupon  the  Lorda  ordered  tb«said  counaeU 
I6rs  and  attorney's  to  have  the  prbfection  mod 
pririlege  of  the  House,  in  the  advisiag,  applying 
for,  and  prosecuting,  the  said  writs  of  erru*,  md 
that  all  keepers  of  prisons,  and  gaolers,  and  all 
sergeants  at  arms,  and  other  persons  whatever,  b* 
strictly  prohibited  ftom  arresting,  imprisoning,  or 
otherwise  iletaining  or  molesting  them,  any-  or 
either  of  them,  as  they  and  etery  of  them  will 
answer  the  eantrary  to  this  House.  In  the  stid 
MpOrt  are  also  two  patitiotw  of  the  Mod  pertomi  to 
the  Lords,  which  are  priat«d  at  la^  in  the  StaM 
Trials,  rol.  viii.,  pp.  140,  141. 

After  this  report  the  sergeant  acquainted  the 
House  that  Mr.  Denton  was  taken  into  custody. 
-  A  message  was  tb«B  brought  fhim  the  Lorda  to 
desire  a  conference  in  the  painted  chamber  upon 
aome  ancient  fundamental  libertiea  of  tfa«  king- 
dom, which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  cooMitlea 
appointed,  who  went,  and  being  returned, 

The  Marquis  d'  Hartii^ton  reported;  tfaat  the 
bonference  was  manned  by  the  Earl  of  Sufnlsr- 
land,  who  informed  them,  the  conference  was  de^ 
aired,  to  keep  up  a  good  correspondence  between 
the  two  Houses ;  that  when  either  House  has  ap' 
prehended  the  proceedings  of  the  other  to  be  |table 
to  exception,  a  conference  haa  been  the  usual  aa- 
cieni  parliamentary  KHithod,  in  oilier  to  hy  openi 
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and  dcb«te  tbe  mvtter,  to  rectify  what  hu  been 
amiM,  or  that  that  House,  which  thouglit  iMelf  in- 
jurcid  aught  1^  satiaficd  that  tbe  cause  9f  the  com- 
l^iot  wan  froundless :  for  tbia  rqasoa,  tbe  Lonli 
havecommaiided  tbe  Honae  tob«  acquainted*. that 
OB  ooDsideration  of  the  petition  of  Daniel  Hwne, 
Jltory  BBa«e,  John  Fatoo,  jua.  and  atao  .«a  the 
|)etitioa  of  Jpbo  Paty,  and  John  Oviatt,  oom- 
^ioisg  «f  tbeir  being  imprieooad  fi»r  about  twelve 
weeks,  by  oaveral  warranta,  aigoed  by  the  epeaker 
«f  the  House  «f  ComDKUiB,  fat  oofameocng  and 
proaecuuBg  aetionB  at  eonuDOD  taw  egai aat  the  late 
constables  of  Ayleabuiy,  for  not  allowiay  their 
-4ot«  et  an  ete<]tioB  of  oMtubera  to  aerre  io  f  ariia- 
jBcat,  which  actions  they  were  encouraged  to 
^riai;  by  reaaoo  of  a  judgioent  given  in  Partiament 
^on  a  writ  of  error  brougbt  ia  tbe  laat.eeaaiMiB» 
Ity  one  Asbby  againat  While*  andalaorepreieatii^ 
what  bad  been  done  by  them  in  order  to  obtain 
Ibetr  liberty ;  and  also  on  oMUidcration  of  the 
Totea  of  tbe  Houae  of  Comnona  of  the  a4th  inot. 
the  Houae  of  Lords  bad  found  tbemaelvea  obliged 
to  cone  to  aeveral  resolutions,  which  tbey  bad  or- 
:dBnd  to  be  cowoaunieated  at  this  coafefenes*  via. 
:  Reeolved  by  the  Lords  apiritual  and  tcaiponi : 
"  Tbat  neither  hmiae  of  perUameat  bath  any  power* 
"  by  any  rote  or  declamttont  to  create  to  tbeca- 
**  selves  any  new  privilege*  that  ia  not  warranted 
.**  by  the  koowB  laws  and  castoma  of  ParliameDt." 
.  "  That  every  faeeaaaa  of  Ct^laad.  who  ap^e- 
"  henda  himself  to  he  uajtued*  has  a  right  to  seek 
*'  redttsa  by  aetion  et  kw,  and  that  tbe  eom- 
"  aaeacing  and  proaeciuing  any  a«tion  at  oonamoo 
"  law  agaast  uy  petna  lot^nttlled  to  privifage  of 
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"  Parliatnent  is  no  breach  of  privilege  of  Parlia- 
"  meat." 

"  Tbat  the  House  of  Commons,  in  committing 
'<  to  Newgate  Daniel  Home,  Henry  Basse,  Jofao 
"  Paton,  jun.  John  Paty,  and  John  Oviatt,  for 
"  commencing  and  prosecuting  an  action  at  com- 
*^  mon  law  against  the  late  constables  of  Ayles- 
"  bury,  for  not  allowing  their  votes  in  elections  of 
"  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  upon  pretence 
"that  their  doing  so  was  contrary  to  a  declaration, 
*^  a  contempt  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  a  breach  of 
*'  the  privil^e  of  that  House,  have  assumed  to 
*'  themselves  alone  a  legislative  authority,  by  pre- 
*' tending  to  attribute  the  force  of  a  law  to  their 
'*■  declaration,  have  claimed  a  jurisdiction  not  wer- 
*^  ranted  by  the  constitution,  and  have  assumed  a 
"Dew  privilege,  to  which  they  can  shew  no  title 
"■by  the  law  and  custom  of  Parliament,  and  have 
*' thereby, '  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  subjected  the 
*'  rights  of  Englishmen,  and  the  Ireedom  of  their 
"  persons  to  the  arbitrary  vote$  of  the  House  of 
•*  Commons." 

'^  That  every  EnglisbiBen,  who  is  imprisoned  by 
"  any  authority  whatever,  has  an  undoubted  right 
*'  by  his  agents  or  firiends,  to  apply  for,  and  obtain 
*■  a  writ  of  habeas  ccHpus,  in  order  to  procure  his 
*'  liberty  by  due  course  of  law," 

<*  Tbat  for  the  House  of  Commons  to  censure  or 
^  punish  any  person  for  assisting  a  prisoner  to  pro- 
*'  cure  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  by  voieorotber- 
"  wise  to  deter  men  from  soliciting,  prosecuting, 
••«  and  pleading  upon- such  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
'"  in  b^alf  of  such  priaoner  is  an.  attempt  of  dan- 
t'  geraus  cooscqueDce,  s,  breads  of  the  raaoy  good 
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"  statutes  pForided  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
"  and  of  pernicious  example,  by  denying  the  ne- 
"  cessary  assistaoce  to  the  prisoner,  upon  a  com- 
"  uitmeat  of  the  House  of  Comoions,  which  has 
"  never  been  allowed  upon  any  conamitments  what- 
"  soever.*' 

*'  That  a  writ  of  error  is  not  a  writ  of  grace  but 
"  of  right,  and  ought  not  to  be  denied  the  subject 
"  when  duly  applied  for,  though  at  the  request  of 
'*  either  House  of  Parliament,  the  denial  whereof 
'*  being  an  obstruction  to  justice,  and  contrary  to 
**  Magna  Charta." 

That  the  Lords  in  these  resolutions  have  ex« 
.pressed  the  regard  and  tenderness  they  always  had, 
and  will  ever  maintain  for  the  people  of  Kngland, 
and  for  the  liberties  of  their  persons,  and  also  their 
zeal  against  all  innovations  to  the  prejodice  of  the 
known  course  of  law,  wbereHpon  the  happiness  of 
onr  cODstitDtion .  depends,  and  hope  upon  recoil' 
lection,  the  House  of  Commons  will  be  of  the 
same  opinion  in  all  the  particulars  resolved  by  the 
LordB,and  agree  with  their  .lordships  therein. 

'Ordered  to  be  considered  to-morrow. 

March  Ist.  Considered  the  report  of  the  con- 
ference^and  ordered  tbe  nuD8||;ers  to  draw  up  what 
is  proper-  to-be  offisred  at  the  next  conference. 

3rd.  The  Earl  of  Dyaart,  from  tbe  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  of  tbe:peT90[w  concerned  in 
soliciting,  protecuting,  and  pleading  upon  the  writs 
of  habeas  co^us,  or  Merits  of  error,  on  the  behalf  of 
the  prisoners  committed  to  Newgate,  for  breach 
of  tbe  privil^  of  this  House,  reported,  that  one 
Mr.  Clifton  had  been  summoned  to  attend  tbe 
committee,  but  had  not  attended,  and  several  sum- 
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ittotu'  kad  foe«n  isBued  for  Mr.  CiMar,  one  of  Um 
cttisit6T9  1^  London  add  Middlesex,  in  order  to  bo 
cxaraioed  in  regard  to  the  applications  for  mnking 
out  writs  of  error  in  behalf  of  John  Oviatt,  &?. 
•nd  though  so  UHnmoneda  bad  not  ob^yod  tb« 
same. 

Rasolved :  **  That  Mr.  CliftiM  aad  Mrv  Ctesar, 
having  been  aumoioned  to  attend  a  committee  of 
this  House,  and  not  attending  tbereoo,  are  guilly 
Of  contempt  and  of  a  breach  of  privilege  of  this 
House,  and  ordered  tlie  said  parties  to  be  taken 
into  custody  of  the  sei^eant  at  arms." 

€tW.  The  sergeant  at  arms,  reported,  tb^t  a 
person  had  broaght  him  a  ttrit  of  habeas  corpus, 
tt»dftr  the  great  seal  far  Mr.  Montague  (in  fai«  cue- 
-tody)  to  be  brought  up  (as  he  was  informed)  be- 
ibre  the  lord-keeper,  wd  he  delivered  it  at  the 
teUe,  where  it  was  read  ;  and  that  he  beard  ano- 
Aer  like  writ  was  granted  for  Mr.  Denton,  which* 
whilst  this  (natter  was  in  debate,  was  ilelivered  to 
the  House,  and  the  House  was  of  opinion  that  -uy 
person  committed  by  the  House  of  Common*  wab 
not  bailable  within  the  aot  of  habeas  oocpus, 
ai  Car.  II. ;  but  came  tonoieeolution. 
'  Mr.  Bromley  reported  from  the  committee  *p^ 
pointed  to  draw  up  what  wis  proper  to  be  ofhni 
letfae  Lords  at  the  next  oonfereoo^  what  tb^  had 
drftwn  up,  which  he  reed  in  his  place,  end  delivoed 
it  in  et  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  reed, 
'  aAd  With  some  nmendmenfis  ^reed  to.  See  State 
Trials,  vol.  viii.  p.  US. 

ftasdved  to  desire  a  conference  with  the  XjOfds 
on  the  subject  of  the  bsl  conferttice. 
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7ih.  TheLord«ktTmgflgiiecd(otIueoBliifUict» 
the  same  madagen  wbo  msoi^^  the  lart  coD&r- 
^■ofe  Rttetided  tb«  ttwe,  and  Mr.  Bromley  reported, 
tfacy  had  delivered  to  the  Lradswhat  tbeHeusebad 
directed ;  upon  which  a  messt^  was  hrougbt  to 
tbeHoutefroiRthcf  Lords  to  desire  a  free  coafereDce 
tfKDiorrow  at  ode  o* clocks  to  which  the  boHse 
qgreed  to  settd  an  aoewer  by  their  own  oicsaengera. 

Stb.  Tb«  Houie  aent  a  meeaage  to  the  Lorda 
that  when  the  House  received  their  message  yes- 
tsrday,  the  Hoiite  waaju«t  rineg)  bat  they  now 
agree  to  a  fi-ee  coofineDee  whenever  their  Jord8bi|M 
^loold  appoint,.ai!id  ordered  thf  aams  nuns^vt. 

Sir  Thaaaaa  Uatm^r  oarried  (be  message,  but 
nportcd  the  Lords  w«r*  upt  after  which  the  Houia 
ift-asannied  the  considcnttoti  of  the  matter  io  re-* 
gard  to  the  two  wriM  oS  habeaa  corpus  granted  M 
bring  Mr.  Montague  end  Mr.  Dtntoo  before  tha 
'  lord-keeper. 

Basolved  i  '*  That  no  conlBioMr  of  England, 
«bdihMttedby  tbe  Hottse  of  Conuaoaa  for  breach  of 
privilvfcef  aUtootempt  of  the  Houee,  ought  to  be 
fay  any  writ  of  habeas  co^a,  made  to  appear  in 
any  other  pface,  at  beCnie  way  other  juriadicatur* 
dnrhig  that  amstga  of  parlianeot  wherein  sucti 
person  was  committed." 

ReaolTcd:  '*  The  sergeaKt  at  arms,  attending  this 
House,  do  Make  no  cetatn  of,  or  yieid  any  obc* 
diedec  to,  tha  said  writ*  of  babeas  oorpua,  and  for 
MUb  Us  tefuBsl,  hesball  have  the  protectioR  of  the 
Howe  of  CoQHBoms." 

Resolved:  "That  the  I<»d-keeper be  acqiirtDtcd 
with  this  resolution,  to  the  end,  that  the  said  writs 
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of  habeas  corpus  maybe  superseded  as  contrarjr  to 
laiw  and  the  privileges  of  this  House." 

9th.  The  clerk  of  the  House  reported,  Ke  had 
acquainted  the  lord-keeper  with  the  resolution : 
and  then, 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  reported,  he  having  been 
to  the  Lords  with  the  message  relating  to  the  free 
conference,  the  Lords  agreed  to  meet  the  House  at 
two  o'clock  this  day ;  and  the  managers  went,  and 
being  returned, 

-  Mr.  Bromley  reported,  the  managers  had  met 
the  Lords  at  a  fiee  conference,  which  lasted  very 
long,  when  the  managers  for  the  Commons  took 
notice  of  some  inrasions  of  the  House  of  Lords  in 
point  of  judicature,  particularly  as  to  appeals,  the 
Lords  broke  up  the  conference,  whereupon  the 
House  ordered  the  managers  to  draw  up  what 
passed,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  House  with  all 
convenient  speed. 

15th.  Mr.  Bromley  reported,  the  managers  bad 
drawn  up  what  passed  at  the  free  conference,  which 
they  had  directed  him  to  report,  which  be  read  Jn 
bis  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  clok's 
table,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
journals. — See  the  same  at  large  in  Sute  Trials, 
vol.  8.  p.  149. 

The  same  day  the  Lwds  drew  up  a  representa- 
tion of  this  matter  in  an  address  to  the  queen 
(which  see  in  same  voL  of  Stafee  Trials,  p.  163-170) 
in  order  to  obtain  the  writ  of  error ;  to  which  the 
queen  (on  the  Hth  of  March)  gave  the  following 
answer. 
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*■  My  Lords, 

"  I  should  have  granted  the  writ  of  error  desired 
*'  in  this  address,  but  finding  an  absolute  necessity 
*'  of  putting  an  immediate  end  to  this  session,  I 
**  am  sensible  there  could  bave  been  no  further 
"  proceedings  upon  that  matter." 

Ordered,  by  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
Parliament  assei^bled,  that  the  humble  thanks  of 
this  House  be  presented  to  her  majesty  for  het 
most  gracious  answer,  in  which  she  has  expressed 
80  great  a  regard  to  the  judgment  of  this  House, 
so  much  compassion  to  the  petitioners,  and  such 
tenderness  to  the  rights  of  the  subject. 

The  same  day  the  queen  came  to  the  House,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  sessions,  which  also  put  an  end 
to  this  affair. 

Nov.  14,  1706.  A  petitiML  of  Simon  Htucourt, 
esq..  ' 

No  determination. 

Nov.  97,  1708.  A  petition  of  John  Essington, 
esq. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

March  3,  171S.  A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Mead 
and  John  Deacle,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 

March  S6,  171i.  A  petition  of  Simon  Her- 
court  and  Philip  Herbert,  esqrs. 

Petition  withdrawn.    . 

1804.  Petition  of  William  Freemaotle,  esq. 
i^nst  the  return  of  Robert  Beot,  esq. 

RIGHT   OF   ELECTION. 

This,  by  act  of  parliament  in  1804,  is  in  the 
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Freeboldera  of  the  hundred  of,  and  m  bII  the 
Hov^eholdert  of  the  borough  of  Aylesbury  not 
toeciving  alau. 

NVMnXB    0>   TOTEHI — 1900. 

BsTDittiiiiOovPicERs-— the  Con«tabl««  of  the 
borough,  chosen  «t  tbe  court  l««t  of  the  lotd  of 
theownor. 

PjLTftoNfr-.-Miirquis  of  BaekiRghui»  and  Lord 
Geoigo  Augustus  Henry  Cavendish. 

POLITICAL  CHABACTEK. 

Thin  borough  was  under  the  inBueneo  of  the 
Marquis  of  Buckiogham  till  1804s  when  a  sharp 
eoatest  took  place.  Scrope  Bernard,  esq.  and 
William  FrcoMantk  were  candidates  on  th«  pa- 
tron's interest,  and  were  opposed  by  James  Dopr^ 
esq.  and  Robert  Bent,  esq.  The  numbers  oo  tlie 
poll  were, 

For  Jamea  Dupr£,  esq.      -    •    3S6 
Robert  Beat,  esq.  -     -     .    ^A) 
Scrope  Bernard,  esq.  -    -     180 
William  Freemantla,  esq.        34 
The  fast  two  were  coasequently  declared  duly 
elscted  ;  but  a  petition  was  presented  against  the 
return  by  AViltiam  Freemautle,  esq.  and  certain 
electors,  wliichuKfi  tried  the  99th  February,  IMM, 
when  the  system  of  bribery,  so  common  to  all  the 
boroughs,  was  laid  open.     Sir  George  Cornwall, 
chairman  of  the  eomraittee  reported  to  the  House, 
that  J  a-Di-s  Uupri,  esq.  oaa  of  the  sitting  mesAfln 
was  duly  elected ;  but  that  the  election  was  void 
with  regard  to  Rvbat  B«s^  esq.  th«  atker  ttam- 
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ber,  who  had  been  returoed,  and  that  he  hMJI  by 
hiouelf,  or  bia  e^oU,  beeo  guil^  of  bribery  and 
corruption  previous  to,  and  at  tbe  aaid  election; 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  the  t9th  of  March  fol- 
lowing. It  waa  ordered,  that  no  new  writ  should 
bt  issued  for  a  member  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bent. 
An  act  was  passed  after  great  debates  to  extend 
the  r^ht  of  voting  for  the  borough  of  Ayleebury 
to  the  three  adjoini^  hundreds,  when  the  in* 
fluence  of  its  electire  right  was  contested  between 
tbe  two  great  l^iliea  of  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham and  Lord  George  Augustus  Henry  Cavendish. 
The  latter  prevailed  after  a  setere  contest,  and  hie 
son  was  elected,  since  which  tiow  these  Bobtenen 
hare  coalesced,  and  each  nominates  a  member. 

CORPORAiriOM. 

The  cwporation  by  negligence  in  keeping  ap  the 
suceeseion  was  dissoired. 


CHIPPING-WYCOMBB. 

CHtrriNG-WTCOMBB  is  a  borough,  maTkcttowl^ 
ai»d  parish  in  tbe  hundred  of  Desborough,  ^cka, 
99  miles  from  London;  containing  818  bouses 
and  4,948  inhabitants,  of  whom  80 1  were  returned 
as  being  emi^oyed  in  trade.  The  town  consists 
principally  of  ene  extensive  street,  on  the  south 
aide  of  which  runs  a  small  river,  which  ftlls  into 
the  Thuaes,  two  milea  below  Marlow.  There 
■re  several  paper  and  com  mills  in  the  neighbour* 
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oouNTiBs.  cariEs,  and  bokoughs. 

hood,  which  coiiutitute  the  chief  traffic  'of  tbf! 
place.  The  market  oa  Friday  is  well  supplied, 
particularly  with  corn.    .Fair,  Sdth  September. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  ancient  borough  sent  members  to  Parlia- 
meot  for  more  tbao  three  hundred  years  before 
any  other  in  the  county  of  Buckingham  were  res- 
tored. It  is  supposed  to  have  been  first  incor- 
porated in  the  reign  of  Fdward  IV. ;  but  the 
right  of  .ejection,  which  is  now  in  the  corporation 
only,  was  formerly  in  the  inhabitants  at  lai^e: 
for  we  find  it  sent  members  ever  since  the  S8th 
of  Edward  I,  and  the  returns  were  made  by  the 
•heriffand  bui;geaees  tilt  the  7th  of  Edward  IV. 
and  afterwards  by.  the  sheriff  and  mayor.  At 
which  time,  and  antecedent  to  that  period,  the 
sheriff  certified,  that  this  was  the  only  borough 
in  his  bailiwick'  whereby  it  had  pre-eminence 
over  every  other  town  in  the  county,  and  it  is 
still  the  best  built  and  wealthiest  town  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, and  has  the  best  market.  The  right 
of  voting  could  never  be  in  corporations  before 
such  partial  bodies  were  established ;  and  the 
word  burgentetf  as  interpreted  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  the  case  of  Abidgdon  and  many 
others,  was  always  understood  to  mean  the  inha- 
bitants of  a  borough,  just  as  the  English  words 
commonaliyy  and  community  meant  the  commons, 
or  the  whole  community  of  a  place;  though  Dr. 
Brady  has  contended,  and  committees  of  the 
House  of  Commons  have  sometimes  determined, 
that  these  words,  notwithstanding  their  compre- 
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cniri>flrG  wwvmfi,  9t 

b«MiT«  nttMing,  tfxtendfd  oqly  to^h«  oorpopitifHh 
or  tp  toma  partial  and  iQconaiderable  portJoq  of 
tbc  infasbitMti  of  a  place,  and  g^erally  to  ao^J^ 
M  are  Bon-fcaideDta,  and  ought  to  have  no  ^lutf* 
in  the  oleotire  right  of  a  borough,  ;wf>0re  they 
Beifber  contribute  to  the  raen  and  tn«a,  i>or  hear 
the  burthen  of  public  officM,  Such  ia  now  tb^ 
•tete  of  this  town,  and  many  otb^r  opuleqt  and 
|>D|>uloua  cities  in  Great  Britain  Md  ir0laBd,a«cb 
aa  Bath,  Salishury,  Edinhur^,  Ghwgow,  whI 
m&ity  otbeH,  where  the  right  of  election  ia  Cbn- 
.  £aed  to  a  se)f-«leoLed  eorporaAion  of  a  few  indivir 
duals,  though  tht  popitlati<»i,  id  aone  of  thffw 
places,  esceed  a  hundred  thousand  peraopa.  The 
it^uatice  of  auch  a  shadow  of  lepresektatiM  ia 
o*ly  equalled  by  its:  abaurdi^  t 

PaTiTioNS.    Thia  borough  wwauvnoned  toCtm.p, 
aend  repreaentatiTes  to  Parliaavnt  (nm  the  98th  "*" 
Df£dwMdI. 

The  pMcepta  wen  directed  »t  finft  to  the  baU  irm,in. 
liffa  of  the  liberty,  of  the  honour  of  WalliDgford, 
who  made  no  return  of  the  tfaeriflrs  preempt  in 
the  98th  and  SDCh  of  £dwavd  I.  and  jn  the  9d  and 
4th  of  fidimd  II.  as  it  ta  iet  out  i«  the  Strtttm  4  b«^ 
PttrGamentaria  Rediviva;  but,  in  the-regtster,  the  "*** 
names  of  the  repreaentativea,  f^  those  yean,  are 
iaserfeMlintbelist.   Dr.  Willbwritesir-^e  atew-J™^"'^ 
ards  of  this  liberty  made  the  returns  during  th^**.' 
reigns  of  Edward  the  Firat  and  Sefmid»  aiiil  in 
Iba  beginaiag  of  Edmrd  the  Third. 

Vaif  5,  IfiCO.  Mr.  Turner  reported  fim*  the 
committee,  touching  tbe  double  letum.  for  fbi* 
boiauf^  that  it  appeared  Riohwd  BrowOi  «»q., 
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returned  by  one  indeDture,  had  more  votes  than  . 
Thomas  Scot,  esq.,  who  is  returned  by  another 
'indenture,  when  the  mayor  of  this  borough,  and 
the  clerk  of  the  crown,  were  ordered  to  attend  tbe 
bar  of  this  ^ouse  on  Monday  morning  next. 

The  mayor  of  this  borough  and  the  clerk  of  the 
crown  attended  at  the  bar,  and  did  there  amend 
the  return  for  this  borough,  and  inserted  the 
name  of  Mr.  Brown  in  the  indenture,  instead  of 
the  name  of  Mr.  Scot. 

Ordered  :  *'  That  the  mayor  of  this  borough  be 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sei^eant  at  arms, 
for  his  abuse,  in  making  a  false  return  for  this 
borough." 

Feb.  18,  1679.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Egerton,  K.  B.  and  Sir  John  Borlace,  complaining 
of  undue  practices  in  the  returns  for  this  bOTOUgh. 

No  determination. 

March  18.  Tbe  clerk  of  the  crown  being 
called  io,  took  off  the  return  of  Sir  William  Eger- 
ton, for  this  borough,  from  tbe  writ,  and  tbe  same 
-was  cancelled  at  tbe  table. 

Jan.  7,  l67S.  A  petition  of  John  Shirley,  and 
others,  against  the  return  of  Robert  Sawyer,  esq. 

No  report. 

May  SO,  1695.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Lewis 
and  William  Serjeant,  esquires,  touching  the  elec- 
tion of  this  borough. 

No  report, 

Oct.  36,  1703.  A  petition  of  Henry  Lord 
Sbelbome,  against  the  return  of  Fleetwood  Dormer^ 
esq. 

Oct.  S8.    Resolved :  "  That  Fleetwood  Dor- 
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ner,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this- parliament  for  tbis  borough." 

Nov.  IS,  1707.  Ordered:  "A  new  writ  for 
electiog -a  burgess  for  this  borough,  in- the  room 
of  Fleetwood  Dormer,  esq.,  made  a  commissioner 
for  prizes." 

Oct.  24,  1729.  A  petition  of  Harry  Waller, 
esq.  agaiust  the  return  of  Lord  Viscount  Shelborne 
and  Mr.  Egerton. 

Nov.  23.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Feb.  29,  1795.  A  petition  of  Harry  Waller, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Coll- 
year,  for  this  borough. 

Resolved:  "That  the  Hon.  Charles  CoUyear 
is  not  duly  elected  a  burgess  of  this  borough." 

"  That  the  late  election  of  a  burgess  for  this 
borough  was  a  void  election." 

March  8,  1725.  A  petition  from  Harry  Wal- 
ler, esq.  setting  forth  that,  notwithstanding  the 
resolution  of  this  House  on  the  92d  ult.  the 
mayor  of  this  borough  did  again,  on  the  3d  instant, 
return  the  Hon.  Charles  Collyear  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament. 

Ordered:  "  That  Mr.  Richard  Sbriniptoo,  mayor 
of  this  borough,  do  attend  at  the  bar' of  this 
House  on  Thursday  se'nnight.'' 

19th.  Complaint  being  made,  that  the  mayor  of 
•  this  borough,  having  been  served  with  an  order  of 
this  House,  for  not  permitting  Harry  Waller,  esq. 
or  his  agents,  to  in^>ect  the  public  books,  records, 
&c.  belonging  to  this  borough,  had  refused  to 
obey  the  same. 

Resolved,  nem,   con. :    "  That  Mr.   Richard 
09 


ii,Goo(^lc 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

ShrimptOD,  mayor  of  this  borougli,  haviog  refuseJt 
to  obey  the  order  of  this  House  for  permlttiog 
Harry  Waller,  esq.  or  his  agents,  to  inspect  the 
public  books,  records,  &c.  belonging  to  the  said 
borough,  for  the  said  contempt,  be  taken  into  tbe 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms." 

Ordered :  **  That  Mr.  Shrimpton,  mayor  of  the 
said  borough,  do  forthwith  cause  the  ledger-books, 
for  entering  the  names  of  such  persons,  as  have 
been  made  free  of  the  said  borough,  to  be  de- 
KTered  to  the  clerk  of  this  House." 

1 6th.  Ordered:  "That  the  sergeant  at  anns 
do  bring  Mr.  Richard  Shrimpton,  mayor  of  this 
borough,  in  his  custody  to-morrow." 

17th.  The  House  proceeded  in  the  hearing  of 
the  several  complaints  in  the  matter  of  the  said 
election. 

Resolved,  nem.  con :  "  That  it  appears,  that  Mr. 
Rlctmrd  Shrimpton,  mayor  of  this  borough,  ha» 
been  guilty  of  divers  artfitrary.  itl^l,  and  par- 
tial proceedings,  at  the  late  election  of  a  burgess 
to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament,  for  this  bo- 
roogh,  in  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections." 

Ordered  :  "  That  the  said  Richard  Shrimpton 
be,  for  the  said  offences,  committed  to  Nirwgate, 
and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  accord- 
ingly."— Also, 

Resolved:  *^  That  Edwapd  Marshall,  -harir^ 
presumed  to  read  the  proclamation  againat  riotSi,  ' 
whilst  the  burgesses'  were  legally  assembled,  by 
Tirtue  of  hia  mtycsty's  writ,  without  having  suf- 
ficient authority  so  to  do,  is  guilty  of  an  high 
kiiringement  of  the  f^edom  of  Sections :" — awl 
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Ordend :  "  That  the  laid  Edward  Manhall  be, 
for  theaaid  ofieace,  committed  to  the  the  custody 
of  the  sergeant  at  arms. 

COKPOBATION. 

Tie  eor|MC«t'u»  consists  oC  a  Mayor,  Recorder, 
lirio  Ballifi,  tweWe  Aldemeti,  a  Tawa  Cleik,  tnid 
KD  indefinite  number  oS  Beigesoes,  being  rieemeQ 
inhabiting  within  the  boreugli;  to  which  number 
tlw  oorpoiation  have  also  thought  fit  to  add  serentl 
pemvuMnotmkdiitmg  the  same,  by  eonatituting 
them  Honorary  Fnemen,  or  Buiigeflsea. 

■I6HT   09    nLKCIlOM. 

In  ika  Mayor,  Bailift,  and  Buigeaata,  not  re. 
•siriag  alms.    Jamiary  9S,  1703. 

.   NvHHX  or  TaTsna.f-.SO. 

HsiviniHc  oipionas — the  Mayor  and  Iwa 
BaiKfia. 
Fatioh*— Sit  John  Dasbwood  King,  al>d 

Sir  Thamas  Baring. 
TkainauaaceafthiabofOugh«aa,formanyy<aia, 
yawtsand  by  the  late  Mvquia  of  Lansdown,  and 
Bdmund  Waller,  of  Hall  Barn,  neat  BeaoonateM, 
«af(.,  to  whose  iilereet  the  jtreaent  patroao  su«- 
caedad.  In  1790,  the  late  Marquis  «(  Lansdown 
fKxund  the  return  of  botk  membera.  Tbe  nua>- 
b«B  OB  the  poll  being,  fi>r 

Earl  Wycombe ...U 

Sir  John  Jerris 95 

SirJ.DarinroodKuif is 
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WENDOVER. 

Wenootbr,  a  borough  marlwttwwn  and  pa- 
rish in  the  hundred  of  Aylesbury,  BuckB,  M  miles 
from  Aylesbury,  and  35  from  London ;  containii^ 
S6t  housCT  and  1S87  inhabitants.  It  is  a  poor 
mean  place,  and  possesses  no  trade  or  maniifacture 
of  any  oonsaquence.  It  has  a  nivkcton  Thursday, 
and  a  fair  on  the  19th  of  October. 

.  EBPRESENTATITE  KISTOBY. 

This  borough  relumed  burgesses  to  Parliament 
in  common  with  Amersham  and  Marlow,  ia  this 
county,  so  early  as  theSSth,  33rd,  34th,  and  35th 
of  Edward  I.,  and  in-the  IstaodSndof  Edward  II. ; 
and  it  then  ceased  sending  till  the  reigs  of  James 
I.,  a  period  of  more  tban  four  hundred  years. 

In  the  twenty-first  year  of  that  reign,  Mr.  Uake- 
well,  a  learned  -bsrriBter  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  disco- 
vered, bmongst  the  aocient  parliament'-wrtis  in 
the  Tower,  the  return^  for  these  three'  bomigbt. 
Petitions  were  therefore  preferred  to  -the  House 
of  CommonB,  that  they  might  be  restored  to  tttdr 
ancient  right,  or  franchise,  of  sending  bucgesses 
to  Parliament,  and  that  writs  might  be  directed 
to  the  sheriff  of  Buckinghamshire  for,  that  pur- 
pose. Notice  of  these  petitiiuis  was  given  to  the 
king,  who  declared  -himself  unwilling  to  have 
the  number  of  burgesses  iacreased,  declaring  he 
was  troubled  with  too  great  a  number  9lre»d^, 
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««JcoaHMDded  Sir  Robert  Heath,  his  then  soli- 
citor, to  oppose  it  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  and 
most  of  the  Commoos,  uiidnstBiiiliag  the  king's 
inclination,  used  their  utmoet  endeavour  to  cross 
it;  but  so  irresistible  did  the  justice  of  their  claim 
appear,  that,  if  such  neglect  were  suffered  in  one 
JMmxigb,  it  B»gbt  be  in  more,  and,  eoBsequeotfy,  in 
all  the  boroughs  in  England;  and  then  it  might 
foUow,  that,  for  want  of  bui^teses,  these  might.be 
DO  Parlianeot. 

As  fos  tbciK  tbfce  boroughs,  it  appaaied  tlmt 
they  were  ancient  [Parltoment  bdoughs- by  pre- 
so-iption,  and  never  had  a  charter.  . 
-  These  petitions  were  presented  to  the  House 
May  IS,  l691»aBdMay4.l£S4.  The oommitlee 
ra^rted  by  Mr.  Glanville,  their  chairman,  that 
Weodover,  Amersbam, .  and  Markwv,  had  pror«d 
their  ancient  right  to  send  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  whereupon  the  House  ordered  a  warrant 
from  the  speak»-,  to  issue  new'Writs  accordingly. 
'  This  precedent  ought  to  justify  the  city  of  £ly, 
and  the  ninety-four  boroughs  we  have  named  in 
the  first  volume  of  this  work,  as  having  sent 
members  to  Parliament  io  fanner  reigns,  in  now 
demanding  to  have  their  ancient  rights  restored; 
e8pe<;ially  as  some  of  them  have  risen  to  great 
opulence  and  extensive  p<^mhUion,  while  these 
which  remain  have  many  of  them  sunk  into 
wretchedness  and  contempt,  or,  tike  old  Sarum 
ud  Gatton,  becoiae  aim^imtid.in  evtry  tkiaig 
but  the  name. 

PsTiTiOKS*    Feb.  98,  l^Sk     A  |Kiitioa.of 
Wjlltam  Friend,  Francis  Waliisi  aad.  Beiuuain 
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tt  COUNTIES,  ami  jam  bokodghs. 

OWifidd;  uM  dn  of  ThMnx  Whtnw,  ch;.i 
tgaint  Aldirmu  Badnrdl. 

March  19.  KMolrad  t  "  That  AUaaiail  BMk' 
mtt  ii  not  daly  ntcoml  ■  biiigow  tot  tUi 
bciroagh.'' 

Out.  >*,  1701.  A.  patition  of  Riokwd  Cnw- 
taj',  Mq.,  «g>iMt  Sir  Rofcr  Hill,  fi»  oorrupliMratMl 
latiNot  pnoticM. 

H*r.  9f.  RMOIved ;— in,  ''Thtt  p«tiwm 
coming  by  certificate  to  live  in  thf*  bofotl^h  «« 
MrtcMMMt  to  irbt*  fir  OMnbm  for  <Ut  boroi^li." 

nsd.  ■•  Tbat  Sir  Hsger  Hilllt  not  doty  eletMl 
to  serve  for  tbiB  borough." 

Du.  a,  1710,     A  {Rtition  of  Rieh.  CraMey 
ISA  Bdarard  Sayei,  ei^ra.,  agaiut  Sir  Roger  Hill 
udHMiy  Grey,  ««q.,  <tu  the  grondi  of  btlbaty 
tod  other  undue  pmctloea, 
.  Ko  deterttmntion* 

aioHV  OP  auicTiaK 

blaths  inhafcimt  HouaekeiipeR  ttjihinthe 
borough  Botveceivtog  tdott.    Nor.  f  1,  1701. 

Pn»»  Coniiig  by  raniliiaM  i«  Kire  ib  tha 
bwough  bare  not*  right  to  vote. 

N'Oksaa  o»  totski — lOO. 

fttniKiiiKs  DnioKM— To*  CoaataMe*. 

i<iioMtiBiaE-~.LMd  Cmfngtob. 

'  POLlllC^I.  CHUIACTBB. 

l%ia  ia  me  of  that  otm  of  evemceiHM  ib  this 
coDltitution,  a>  they  were  termed  by  the  giiat 
■trM Ctatbam,  cbRed  ^fto/lrilknymirtligh/i  It 
faaim  the  atto  aad  eiitinpwiKrtyvf  LoMCar- 
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Hngton,  idd  \tB  elective  fnndhhta^ntrU^^knbU 
At  Me  market  Ukt  amf  0thtr  g»ad»  and  nhaOwh. 

The  lordihipflDd  Bianc»-  of  W«Bdo<rBr  Ferrens 
am)  Wetitlover  Bui^h,  with  theborooglxjf  WeRi^ 
dover,  was  part  of  the  demesne  of  the  crown  ^am 
the  Coequest,  itnd  formed  part  of  the  dower  of 
siirerel  rof  ahfemales,  ti  W  being  granted  by  Jihbm  t. 
to  Thomas  Gibbs  and  Lawrence  Wbitaber,  M^rSv^ 
iVas  by  them  sold  to  tbe  son  of  the  great  HMMleDi 
ttbout  the  time  of  the  RestoratKm,  fiom^  whom  it 
pa«wd  tbroT^h  lereral  faandft  to  the  pretent  pos- 
iessror. 

When  this  borough  was  m  the  possMaion  oC 
tb«  late  Earl  Veriiey,  a  clrcimtstaDtie  bappened 
^hicb  m  too  remarkable  to  be  omitied.  Tb« 
temats  in  general  liring  rent  ftee,  on  eonditioa  of 
giving  their  votes  to  buc^  gentlemen  M  biA  kitfd* 
ithip  should  tH>miDate,  the  electofs  wwve  prevMiled 
upon,  in  1768,  to  accept  a  present  advantage  in 
prtiftrericc  to  the  abbVe  privilege. 

A  Mr.  Atkhn,  a  «tfMid«»«bI«  lac*  lOMm^* 
tart^t-  in  t1ii«  pibce,  liad  tinde?1iak«B,  by  ai  mi^  A 
inafn,  to  citry  the  eleetfon  ^;aiiM  bit  kvAiUp'a 
itit«i«8t,  and  eondtitted  bis  meaMures  with  aiieh 
aecre&y,  that  no  opptiiition  was  expceted  until 
^  dAy  at  elwtion.  At  this  noment,  «•  tiM 
aUtoniAfament  and  confnsion  of  Bart  Veraey  anA 
fHi  agents,  Sir  Robert  Dtrling,  a  former  «b«riff«f 
Londott,  was  proposed,  and  immedlfttely  rettimeA 
by  a  consideraM^  Majority,  Tilis  tftsobedtenee  to 
his  lordship's  nishte  Watr  panlsfted  by  Aie  veten 
being  inttantty  tjtltttA  Mt  i6f  ttetr  bovtet^  ftod 
obnged  to  vt^kt  ivfttge  In  thits  and  tents,  where 
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they  feinaiaed  for  six  months,  io  all  the  penitettce 
of  sorrow,  uDtil  a  promise  of  good  behaviour  ia 
future  so  far  softened  the  rigour  of  this  nobie  re- 
KDtment  as  to  8u0er  them  all,  with  some  few 
•xceptioDS,  to  repossess  their  former  dwelliogs. 
'  The  inhabitants,  however,  keeping  this  severs 
treatment  in  remembrance,  took  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  retaliate  upon  bis  lordship,  by  a  repetition 
oftheir  former  conduct  in  1784;  when  hisiordahip, 
having  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  he  should 
lose  his  seat  for  the  county,  offered  himself  and  Mr. 
Jolliffe  as  their  candidates.  The  electors,  well 
'knowit^  that  the  deranged  state  of  his  lordship's 
private  affairs  wotikl  oblige  him,  very  shortly,  to  sell 
his  property  in  the  borough,  took  the  opportunity 
of  again  putting  up  their  suffrages  to  the  highest 
bidder.  One  individual  engaged  that  two  candi- 
dates riiould  be  chosen,  against  his  lordship's 
interest  and  influence,  for  ^6,000.  This  being 
settled,  a  gentleman  was  employed  to  go  down, 
wttCtebe  was:met,  according  to  previous  {^oint- 
ment, by  the.  electors,  at  a  mile  firom  the  town. 
The  electcn  asked  the  stranger  where  he  came 
from  ?  He  replied,  "  From  the  hoon."  They 
than  asked)  "  What  nxws  feoh  the  moon  ?" 
He  answered,  that  be  had  brought  from  theace 
jC6iOOO  to.  be  distributed  among  them,  by  the 
borough  agent,  and  to  whom  the  money  was  then 
delivered.  The  electors  being  thus  satisfied  with 
the  goldtn  nemt  from  tk*  noon,  chose  the  candi- 
dates, and  received  their  reward. 
-  We  have  frequently  heard  of  Iwuar  mfiuenee  ; 
but  we  never  remember  to  have  met  with  such 
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prerailnig  atgumenti  infaroor  of  it  as  the  above^ 
Ko  one  can  tberefore  be  surprised,  that  near  100 
petsom-shoald  be  so  affected  by  thra  Cyntkum 
imptUie,  as. to  lose  aD-sense  ofobligatioo  to  their 
nobk  friend,  except  that  of  oot  giving  .bim  tbe 
(rouble  of  guarding  their  political  interestB  any 
longer. 

The  borough  was  some  time  after  purchased  by 
J.  B.  Church,'esq.,  against  whom  a'feeble  opposi- 
tion :wa8  made  by  two  gentleoKn  in  the  interest  of 
the  Marquis  :of  BuckiDgham ;  but  as  tbe-moott 
hudwiAdruKn  her  infiuenee,  it  feiiednifisnocest. 
'Mr.  Church,  previous  to  his  departure  for  Ame* 
rica,  where  he  is  beeone  a  citizen,  sold  it  again  to 
Lord  Carrington,  the  present  proprietor,  in  whose 
IMnsession.it  rtmains. 


OR£AT  MARLOW. 

:  GbCjit  Mabcow  is  a  borough,  market  tovn, 
and  parish*,  in  the  iiundred -of  Dei$»0TOugk,  Bocka^ 
standing  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Thames,  tindet 
the  CfaiUetfi  hills,  17  miles  from  Aylesbury,  and 
^rfrMs  liobdon;  eontBuiag  617  houses,  and 
3«936^  ithabitantfc,.. viz.  1,436  males,  and  l,aM 
females,  of  whom  306  were  return^  as  bttag 
.cmplo^^n.trade  add  tdnnaftctwns,  (niactpally 
in  those  of  black  sHkj  lace;  aad  paper,  then  beiiq; 
^etfnt  pitpfir  miUs  aa  the  rtver.  Loddoi  hoMeea 
this  town  and  High  WytaaAta.-  Tha  .Tbaam 
a(mvey»--'Y*ti^}9'pM^  ;fi«itf.  the  neigbbouring 
townh«ipfiejtlty.i»9al.a*d  matt-.ir^iiiigfa  Wy» 
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combe,  aod  beesh  &«m  tevcnl  fMcto  of  the  mvvtyt 
with  which  it  particttlariy  abounds.  At  tfac 
Ttmpit  Miiisi  near  the  town*  is  to  exteBiWe  m^ 
■uftictory  of  copper  and  brtfa.  Mid  a  mill  for  pww 
iag  oil  firom  rape  and  linseed.  The  market  ia  od 
Saturday.  Fairs  99th  October  aod  two  foUowMg 
days,  for  cattle,  pedlery,  pTOTtsions,  &c. 

ftKPKRftBHXATITE  HItTOBY, 

This  boroogfa  sc«t  fourtaen  timea  to  parlianant 
befoae  the  fled  of  Edward  II.  smI  ttwo  «eas«d  send- 
iaf  for  upwards  of  400  yearn,  until  it  was  »aatOf»d 
tqnn  potitioa  to  tbe  Houae  of  CommoM  in  tb* 
Stat  of  JaoMs  I.    ^Sca  WcMdnver.) 

Nov.  9*  1^40.  Mr.  Maynand  reports  that  Mr. 
John  Bortace  aod  Mr.  Ipaley  were  returned  to  tbe 
clerk  of  the  crown  to  serve  aa  burgesses  for  this 
borough ;  after  which  the  under  sheriff  brought 
another  indenture,  wbeiaiD  JohaBerlace  aod  Mr. 
Hobby  were  returned. 

Bcaotvad  :  "  That  the  nnder  aheriff  of  the  «id 
floiMty  of  Bttds  shell  be  aant  tic  aa  s  d«lift- 
cpfeant." 

19tb.  Ordered:  «*  That  Jehu  Hoent  for  his 
■iadflanaoers  hi  the  ■aaagemeet  oi  this  eleetiata* 
•bell  be  eaut  Am  aa  edeUncpiant  li^  Che  aeq;ea»t  ef 
tUe  Hevae." 

PannoM.*— Oct.  td,  1480.  A^  petHitfK  of 
ibomae  II0W7,  «•■{.,  was  md. 

Dm.  U.    Resolved:  *«  Thst  Thonus  BeUiy, 
aequ  is  oat  duly  •lectsA" 
,    JoneSt  1685.    A  pstiifott qf  Sir  Jemw  Btha. 
flidgfe  tDuchia;  the  oteMien  tm  this  boioi^h'. 
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March  99,  ltf89.  Tin  H*o6e  lotieii^.  llnthgi 
the  retunia  for  this  borough  thsra  if  s  ntafO  in  t^e 
Mlowii^  manaer:  vis.  Junes  Cbace,  esq.  tud 
Sir  Wtlliam  Wkitlock,  koigbt,  by  ooo  indadtuifc 
fint  broaght  is  by  the  undcf  ^riff  on  tbc  ith  gf 
March  :  and  Jamea  Cfaice,  eaq.  and  Raiph  Btiok* 
Qall,  by  another  indeDture,  addad  by  the  high 
Attiffi  on  the  IBth  of  March,  tb«  questtoo  was 
put  that  tfa«  said  rctutm  be  a  douUe  fabon. 

PetkioB  refined. 

Ordered :  *«  That  the  return  by  wkiefa  Mr. 
Buckaall  is  returaed  be  token  off  tbe  file."     . 

Maioh  Sj,  l€90,  A  petition  of  Ralpk  BiMk» 
nail,  eaq. 

Nb  detcmiaatiott. 

Oct.  6.  A  petitieii.  to  tko  s«a«  effect  fijwsi  the 
•»d  Mr.  Backnall. 

No  determinaticHi. 

Not.  97t  1708.  A  petition  from  seveml  inJia- 
bitoots  of  this  borough  agaiastthefletum  of  3»m*» 
Ohaee,  esq. 

Ordered  to  be  withdrawn. 

Dec.  9,  >7ld.  A  petiiiaa  from  Joniea  Chtce, 
eoq^GeMJi^e  Brucfe*  eM)i,,  aod  severftl  other  iabebi- 
tants.iq^net  ill^l  pMotiecs,  Mc,  in  tha  eleeuwa 
for  this  borough, 

:    Sab.    Ordered :  "  The  aevenl  petitionen  htve 
leave  to  withdraw  tbair  petitioBa." 

Marcb  3,  1713.  A  petition  «f  Villian  Bti<ck- 
natl,  esq.  against  the  returaof  Gooiige.BruflJveaq^ 

K«  detomi  nation. 
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March  30.  A  petition  from  several  inhabitants 
t^imt  th«retiini  of  George  Bruere,  esq. 

No  determintttion. 

March  30,'  1713.  A  petition  of  John  Oray« 
Stephen  Gray,  Rich^d  Holloway,  John  Mattin, 
uid-Jobn  Webb,  against  the  return  of  Lord  Shel- 
btune,  piocuTsd  by  bnbeiy,  &c. 

No  detenni nation.  ■  . 

March  5, 1716.  A  petition  from  several  inha- 
bitants i^natthe  return  of  George  Bniere,  esq, 
as  incompetent  of  being  their  representative. 

No  determination. 

—  A  petrtion  from  John  Gray,  St6phe> 

-Gny,  Rich.  Holloway,  &c.,  agtunst  the  return  of 
Lord  Shelbume. 

May  SO,  1717.  Resolved  :  «  That  the  Right 
HoDourabk  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Shelburne,  of 
the  kingdom  m{  Irehuid,  is  duly  elected  a^burges* 
for  this  borough. 

Oct  18, 1739.  A  petition  of  Bertram  Ashburn- 
ham,  esq.  against  the  return  of  Edmund  Waller, 
esq.  procured  by  bribery,  threats,  influencing  the 
constables,  &c. 

Jan.  14,  17S3.     Petition  withdrawn. . 

Pari.  7.  Sir  John  Guise,  bart.  petitions,  re- 
newed sess.  3  and  3,  against  Mr.  Clavering,  who 
was  voted  duly  elected. 

Pari.  7.  Lord  Sidney  Beauclerk,  petitimier 
^inat  Sir  Thomas  Hoby,  bart. 

Pari.  9.  Henry  Cunningham,  esq.  petitioner 
•gainst  Mr.  Ockenden.  The  last  determination 
of  the  House,  Nov.  3, 1690,  when  it  was  resolved 
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that  those  inhabitants  only  n^ho  pay  scot  and  lot 
have  a  right  to  vote,  was  read,  and  after  threa 
days  hearing  the  petitioner  withdrew  his  petition. . 

Pari.  12.  Daniel  Moore,  esq.  petitioned,  the 
same  was  tried,  but  the  House  found  the  sitting 
members  duly  elected. 

Pari.  IS.  William  Matthew .  Bent,  esq.  petK 
tioned  ;  but  on  the  7th  of  March,  1769,  requested 
leave  to  withdraw  it,  which  was  granted. 

Pari.  16.  Thomas  Keating,  esq.  a  major  in  the 
army,  petitioned,  not  renewed  the  2nd  session. 

SIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

This  was  resolved, Dec.  SI,  1680,  and  Nov.31, 
1690,  to  be  in  those  inhabitants  only  who  p^ 
scot  and  lot. 

NUMBBB  OF  VOTXBS — 916. 

RBTtTENiNG  OFFICER — ^The  CoQstable  chosen 
at  the  court  leet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor. 
Proprietor — Owen  Williams,  esq. 

POLITICAL  CHARA,CTEE. 

This  borough  is  the  sole  property  of  Owau 
Williams,  esq.,  of  Temple,  near  this  place,  one  of 
its  .present  members,  who  purchased  one  moiety  of 
it  about  twenty  years  si  pee  of  the  present  Sir 
William  Clayton,  and  the  other  of  Sir  John  Bor- 
.  lase  Warren.  It  is  one  of  those  many  boroughs 
which  can  boast  of  no  privilege  except  that  of  voting 
at  the  will  of  a  superior.  Some  may  think  it  tobe 
thus  exempted  &om  the  trouble  of  choosing  for 
thcmidves*  a  considerable  Advantage ;  for.  by  this 
method  they  are  certainly  secure  from  the  censure 
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of  a  weak  judgnent,  or  at>  iatereated  choice :  those 
who  ate.depriTed  of  their  will,  can  neither  have 
their  reason  condemned  nor  their  motire  acrati- 
nized.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe,  that  Sir 
William  Clayton  resigned  his  aeat  at  the  ejection 
in  1790,  to  Thomas  Williams,  esq.,  the  father  <tf 
the  preaeat  proprietor. 


AGMONDESHAM,  altoM  AMERSHAM. 

Ahbrsham  isaboroughandmarkettownjinthe 
hundred  of  Bumbem,  Bucks,  !f6  miles  from  Lon- 
don; eontaiaia^  S97  houses,  and  9,130  iahabit- 
aats,  being  9^  nalea,  and  1,)73  femaica,  of  whom 
1,198  were  returned  employed  in  trade  end  maau* 
fecture.  The  town  conaiats  of  one  k)*g  street, 
in  a  vale  betweaa  woody  hills  near  the  river  Coin. 
It  has  a  good  market  oo  Tuesday. 

RBPKSSENTATITE  HISTORY. 

Tbis  borough  bavii^  returned  to  parliament*- 
in  the  dStfa,  S4tb.  and  9Sib,  EAw.  I. ;  and  tst,  and 
tnd,  Edw.  11.;  intermitted  sending  for  tha  sane 
period  «a  Wei^ver  aad  Greftt  Marlow,  ifttil  it 
was nateied,  like  tbem,  by  petiti9&,Slst  Jansa  Y. 
(See  Wcndopcr.) 

Kov.  3,  1669-  IcrfbimEGtiaii  being  gtren  that 
Sir  Ralph  Btnnrf  had  procured  a  aatom  of  aa 
•faction  to  sem  for  the  bonntgli  of  Agnondeafaam 
ften  one  who  it  net  a  proper  off  car, 

RaM>lv«d :  ^  That  Sir  Ra^  Bor«f  mm  Mt 
Mtumcd  by  the  proper  •After." 
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*'  That  JoDJBthan  Ball  bcf brot^ht  in  (he  cuatody 
of  the  lefgeant  at  armi,  upon  his  misdemeooor  ia 
having  made  a  fabe  retuiD  for  this  bonougb."    .   . 

Nov.  8.  Tbe  indeDture  of  Sir  Ralph  flovey 
was  taken  off,  and  the  indenture  of  Sir  Willialq 
Drake  affixed. 

)7th.  A  [>etitioii  on  behalf  of  Jonathan  Ball 
was  readi  when  Mr.  Speaker.  inAvmed.  him  the 
House  had  received  a  report  of  a  great  bult  and 
miscarriage  in  making  a  false  return  for  this,  bo-; 
lOugh,  bittupon  his  submissioD  <ltd  liischai^  hSni, 
paying  bi«  fees. 

Oct.  So,  1670.    -A  petition  of  Algernoin  Sidney. 

Resolved  :  "  That  Algernon  Sidney  is  not  duly 
elected." 

Not.  9.     A  petition  of  Sir  William  D^ake.. 
•     Resolved:  '!  That  Sir  William   Oral^e  is  not 
duly  elected." 

March  34,  1680.  A  petition  of  Sir  Roger' 
Hill)  and  also  a  petition  of  Algernon  Sidney  were 
read. 

The  Parliament  was  soon  after  dissolved. 

Dec.  IS,  t69b.  A  petition  of  Sir  R(^r  Hill 
against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Gerrard. 

Jan.  6.  1699.  Re^Wed :  '^  That  Sir  John  Ger- 
rard is  duly  elected.*' 

March  7<  1700.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants, 
upon  the  death  of  Sir  John  Gerrard  was  offered  to 
the  House  relating  to  tlie  election.      . 

Refused  to  be  received. 

Nov.  S,  1705.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas  Webr 
8ter  against  the  retyrn  of  Lord  Cheyne  and  Sif 
Samuel  Gerrard. 

FABT  |I.  VOL.  I.  n 
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Resolved :  **  Tbat  WilliaiD  Lord  Cbeyoe  and 
Sir  Samuel  Gerrard  are  duly  elected  buigetses,  to 
serve  ia  this  present  Parliament  for  tbe  borough 
of  Agmondeaham." 

BIGHT   OV   ELECTION. 

This  was  resolved  by  the  House,  Dec.  1 1 ,  1680. 
and  Dec.  1,  170J,  to  be  in  the  Ipbabitants  paying 
•cot  and  lot  only. 

NVMBBH  OP  TOrtBBS — 130. 

Rbiobnino  officebs — the  Constable,  choae« 
at  the  Court  Leet  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 
Profbietob — Thomas  Tyrwhitt  Drake,  esq. 

POLITICAL   CHABACTBB. 

This  borough,  which  includes  Id  its  limits  no 
norfrthaD  ooe  half  of  tbe  place  which  bears  the 
above  name,  is  wholly  the  property  of  Thomas 
Tynrbitt  Drake,  esq.  of  Shardeloes,  near  this 
place.  Sir  William  Drake,  bart.,  bought  it  of  tbe 
Earl  of  Bedford  in  the  reign  of  Charles  H.  It  it 
one  of  those  towns  which  admit  of  no  opposition ; 
'for  none  can  be  made  where  no  political  will  is 
enjoyed,  and  where  the  privilege  of  franchise  is 
only  the  necessity  of  obedience.  Tbe  only  vice, 
therefore,  inherent  in  this  borough,  is  that  which 
attends  all  those  places  represented  at  the  discre- 
tion of  one  individual  instead  of  the  free  consent 
of  the  whole  community. 
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Cheshibb  i»  a  coiiniy  Itqunded  \xy  Lancashire! 
OD  the  north,  Shropshire  and  part  of  Flintshire  oif 
the  south,  Derbyshire  and  Staffbrdihire  on  the 
east  aod  south-east,  and  Denhighshhc  farrd  )>art  of  . 
Flintshire  on  thewestand'nprth-west,  b^ingnbout 
dO  ini^  lODg  and  30  broad;  it  coht&iils  about 
676,000  acres  of  land,  two-thirds  of  VftAch  are  in' 
pasturage,  about  3U0,Q00  acres  arable,  and  nearly 
^,00Q  acres  uqcultivated,  including  woodlands.  It 
basoqecityaqd  13  marketttowiis,  vjz.  Altrincham,' 
CpngletoD,  Frodsham,  Halton,  Knutsford^  Mac- 
clesfield, Malpas,  Middlewich,  Nai^twich,  North- 
wfch,  Sandbach,  and  Stockport ;  apd  pontain^ 
34,4'SJ  inhabited  houses  and  191.7^1  inhabftants^ 
of  whom  67,447  were  returned  a|  befng  emplpyei^ 
in  tra(le,  manufacture,  or  handicraft ;  ai^d  £18,833 
in  agriculture.  It  contains  86  parishes  ;  and  ]ieq 
in  the  di<M:c<ie  of  Chester  and  provipc^  of  York. 
Assessment  of  ttie  property  tav  1806,  1,747,8^3/. 
Amount  of  the  poor's  ratef  1803,  84,991/.  heine 
«t  the  rate  of  3s.  5ld.  in  the  pound.  Average 
soate  of  inortality  for  10  years,  «9  I  to  dO  of  the 
fisting  population.  It  ia  divided  intp  7  hqndfeds,' 
viz.  Broxtqii,  Biicklpw*  Eddistiury,  Macclesfield,' 
Nautwich,  Northwiph,  and  Wirfall.  Its  principal 
rivers  are  the  Dee,  Wcever,  and  Merse^.  Here 
are  9|so  many  lakes  and  pools  well  stored  with 
^sh.    Jh'^  county  is  particularly  famous  fpr  it^ 
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salt  works  and  its  cheese ;  and  more  calves  are  fed 
in  Cheshire  during  March  aad  April,  than  in  any 
other  part  of  England ;  but  they  are  killed  rery 
young,  in  order  to  iiave  the  milk* 

BEPEISENTAIITE  HISTORY. 

This  was  a  county  patatine  by  prescription.    It 
became  annexed  to  the  crown  in  the  time  of  £d- 
"'*         ward  I.     Before  the  statute  of  34  Henry  VIII.  it 
never  sent  knights  of  the  sbire  or  citizens  to  Par- 
liament ;  but  ^y  that  act  it  sent  both. 

May  SO*  1685.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  Cotton, 
hart.,  and  John  Mainwaring,  esq.,  touching  the . 
election  &x  this  county. 
;  No  determination. 

Nor.  10,  170^.  A  petition  of  Sir  Geoige  War- 
burton,  bart.,  against  the  return  of  Langham  Booth, 
esq.,  by  reason  of  his  iocfHopetency,  being  under 
;tbe  age  of  twentV'One  years. 

Feb.  10,  1706.  Resolved,  "  That  Langham 
Booth,  esq.  Is  duly  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire 
for  this  county,  whereto  the  House  agreed." 

POLITICAL   CHABACTBR. 

The  influence  over  this  county  extends  itself  to 
*  many  opulent  families.  Tbe  Karl  of  Stamford, 
Earl  Chotmondely,  Earl  Grosvenor,  Earl  of  Wil- 
ton, Lord  Crewe,  Lord  Combermere,  th^  ^ertons, 
Cholmondely  of  Vale  Royal,  Leigh,  Davenport, 
Warburton,  and  others.  We  harp  heard  of  no. 
contest  for  many  years,  and  it  is  generally  repre* 
sented  by  one  of  each  party. 
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Chisteb  is  in  the  hundred  of  BroKton^  Che* 
sbire,  131  miles  from  Loudou  by  Coventry  and 
Newport,  and  190  by  Litcbfield.  It  is  a  very 
ancient  and  extensive  city,  with  a  noble  bridge 
of  19  arches  over  the  liver  Dee,  which  fells  into 
the  Irish  Channel.  It  contains  two  parishes/ 
and  3,109  bouses,  inhabited  by  1^,0^9  persons, 
being  6^4-99  males  and  8,560  females,  of  whom 
9il49  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manufecture.  It  consists  of  four  principal 
streets.  Chester  is  a  bishop's  see,  and  was  an- 
ciently part  of  the  diocese  of  Litchfield.  The 
diocese  contains  the  counties  of  Cheshire  and 
Lancashire ;  part  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland, 
Cumberland,  and  Yorkshire;  two  chapelries  in 
Denbigh,  and  five  parishes  in  Flintshire ;  in  all 
S56  parishes.  Its  market-days  are  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,  the  markets  being  particularly  well 
supplied  with  fish  ;  and  feirs,  the  last  Thursday 
in  February,  for  cattle;  and  July  5  and  Octobn 
10,  for  cattle,  cloth^  hardware,  hops,  &c. 

BEPaESEKTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  city  bemg  the  capital  of  a  county  palatme, 
did  not  send  members  to  the  national  Parliament 
before  tbey  were  granted  the  privilege  by  statute, 
34  Henry  VIII. 

February  19.  1672.  A  petition  of  William  WiU 
liams,  esq.,  against  the  election  of  Colonel  Wer- 
den. 
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May  S7.  R^olVed :  *'  that  William  Willianw, 
'esq.,  is  not  duly  elecled." 

'*  That  Robert  W«Tdeii,  e«|.  ii  duly  elected  « 
knember  to  serve  in  this  ParliacDeat  for  this  city ; 
to  which  the  House  lagreed." 

March  ST*  1690.     A  petition  of  Roger  Whitby 
snd  Geo^e  Mainwaring,  esqrs.,  against  the  return 
of  Tbomai  Grosveoor  and  Richan)  LeviDg,  esqra. 
Dec.  9.   Riecolved:  *' That  Sir  Tbomu  Grot- 
venoir,  bart.i  and  Richard  Lieving)  ekq.,  are  duty 
%lfect«tl  to  serre  Id  this  ParliameOt  for  this  city.'* 
Dec.  13.  I69i.    A  petition  of  Sir  William  WiU 
liams  against  the  election  of  Colonel  Wbitby« 
mayor  of  this  city,  And  Sir  Thbrnas  Gnnvenor. 
Petition  withdrawn. 

Oct.  13, 1793.    A  petition  of  Thomas  Breretoa 
end  Hugh  Williams^  esqrs.,  ^iost  the  return  oi' 
Sir  Richard  Grosvenor  and  Sir  Henry  Banburyt 
by  reason  6f  bribery,  threat*,  promises,  &c. 
No  determinatioa. 

Pari.  7.  Richard  Mahley,  esq.;  ^ihst  Robert 
Groisvienor,  esq. 

Pari.  8.  Richard  Msnley  and  Hugh  Williams^ 
esqrs.,  petitioners,  renewed  in  sess.  %  3. 

Pari.  10.  James  Mainwariog,  jun;,  esq.,  peti^ 
tiooer  against  Mr.  Warburton. 

From  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  constitutibri 
of  Chester,  it  was  a  mercatory  guild,  orcot^ra^ 
tiou  of  merchants  and  artiAceii;  and  that  it  waS 
the  most  important  ampng  its  cotempoTaHeb  may 
be  inferred  from  its  being  well  knb^n  as  th6 
western  emporium  of  commerce  iH  the  island ; 
and  its  two  grc^t  annual  fairs,  granted  by  tbe  first 
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nrls,  are  sn  existing  evidence  of  its  ancient  com- 
mercial consequence.  Its  trade,  id  the  time  of 
Edward  I.,  wm  so  considerable,  that  it  paid  a  yearly 
fee-farm  rent  to  the  crown  of  100/. ;  but  the  har-f 
hour  being;  cboaked  with  sand,  the  trade  was  ne- 
cessarily transferred  to  LiterpooK  as  the  nearest 
and  more  convenient  port.  To  this  cause  may  be 
ascribed  the  present  opulence  and  prosperity  of 
Liverpool. 

The  corporation,  or  guild,  consisted  of  twenty- 
four  companies  :  over  each  presided  an  alderman, 
who,  according  to  the  ancient  customs,  was  an- 
nually elected.  There  were  two  officers,  called 
keepers  of  the  guild,  who  admitted  freemen,  re- 
ceived customs,  rents,  and  fees,  and  who,  we  may 
suppose,  were  the  primitive  leave- tookert.  These* 
with  the  sheriffs,  who  derived  their  authority  from 
the  earl,  and  the  murengers,  probably  existed  be- 
fore there  was  a  mayor.  It  does  not  appear  when 
the  latter  chief  magistrate  was  introduced  into  the 
Corporation ;  for  a  charter  of  Henry  III.  mentions 
him  as  then  being,  and  not  as  then  created.  It  is 
however  evident,  that  all  the  above  offices  existed 
before  the  charter  of  Henry  VII.  dated  April  6, 
\S06  i  for  this  granted  no  new  of6<ies  or  privi- 
leges :  it  conBrmed  the  ancient  customs  of  the 
place,  and  gave  a  sacred  and  inviolable  sanction  tO 
the  origioal  right  every  citizen  had  to  choose  all 
the  principal  officere  of  the  corporation ;  but  the 
official  power  and  authority  was,  by  the  united 
efforts  of  intrigue  and  violence,  rendered  perpetual 
in  this  city  as  well  as  in  every  other  in  the  kingdom. 
To  this  may  be  attribated  the  office  of  aMerman, 
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Which  was  origiAally  bUt  aoBual ;  being  now,  in 
this  and  every  other  corporation,  held  for  IHe. 
Ambition  thuB  availed  itself  or  the  oatural  yr^u- 
dicM,  and  the  most  gratetui  afieclions  of  man- 
kind, to  subject  thfem  to  first  oppressioa;  by  te^ 
ducing  tb«m  to  resign  ih^ir  Ti>dependeace.  Wb«t 
an  alderman  had,  by  good  behaviour,  excited  tbe 
gratitude,  and  rivetted  the  attachment  df  bis  elec- 
tive citizens,  be  was  frequently  retained  in  hia 
office,  when  the  safety  of  municipal  privilege 
should  have  oblige  him  to  resign.  In  this  manner 
the  best  of  moral  actions  led  to  the  destruction  of 
Vhe  most  valuable  privileges;  Thttse  who  itrere 
thus  allowed  to  continue  in  office  longer  than  tbd 
time  prescribed  by  custom  and  the  constitutido,  as^ 
sumed  the  temporary  sufferance  of  their  electorsh- 
ips ah  indefeasible  right  tor  life.  Knowing  they 
tould  have  bo  chance  of  being  chosen  chief  bm- 
gistrete,  while  th&y  «ere  liable  to  be  removed  from 
their  aldermanship  by  annual  election,  they  chose 
rather  to  violate  tbe  r^hts  of  their  fellow-citizen8» 
than  lose  an  opportunity  of  gratifyii^  their  lust  of 
power  and  vanity  of  eminence.  This  inlringement 
bf  privily  artise  (rom  tbe  mayor  not  being  chosen 
iamoDg  those  who  had  been  aldermen,  as  well  as 
those  .who  were;  and  this  defect  in  the  municipal 
policy  may  be  assigned  as  the  cause  of  aldermen 
holding  now  their  offices  for  life,  who  before  held 
them  only  for  a  year.  Great  abuses  Soon  arose 
from  this  vioiationt  lii  \55%  it  appears  that  the 
mayor  appointed  the  common -councilmen.  In 
|d74,  the  confirmation  which  Elizabeth  gave,  in 
the  sixth  year  of  her  reign^  to  th«i:harter  of  Henry 
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Vll.  w«i,  by  (hk  immaculate  corporatioDj  Burrea' 
disred  for  one  tbkt  wu  moce  fevourabte  to  the  en-' 
eroBchoKDts  they  had  Diade  on  the  privileges  of 
their  feUow-citizeMi  In  1604,  James  I,  gave  i 
oonfirmation  of  the  charter  t  this  seemed  to  have 
tin  sincerity  than  Cowpliment.  His  majesty  at- 
tempting^, the  year  following,  to  Dominate  a  re* 
torder,  is  an  erideftce  of  that  royal  interfersnoc  in 
the  affairs  of  oorporationii  which  b^an  in  this 
reign,  and 'Waa  carried  by  succeeding*  kii^  to  such 
a  dangerous  excess,  as  almost  to  threaten  an  entire 
subversion  of  the  few  privileges  which  charters 
had  restored  to  the  people.  In  1669,  Lord  Brere- 
ton,  Sir  Peter  Leicester,  Sir  Richard  Grosvenor, 
and  Sh-  Geoffrey  Shacket-by,  beting  as  commis- 
sioners  for  regulating  the  corporation^  endeavoured 
to  remove  serdral  aMennctn  and  oommon-oouncil- 
men,  who  aj^Mared  too  mudh  attached  to  the  in- 
terests of  tbeir  fellow-citizens  to  be  the  avowed 
took  of  gov^nlrabnt.  To  this  origin  may  be  traced 
those  divisions  and  animosities  which  have  fi^- 
quaitly  risen  t« 'such  an  alarming  height  in  this 
city,  and  which  can  ^arcely  be  yet  said  to  have 
fenbsided.  To  such  a  degree  was  popular  discord 
carried,  that,  at  a  parliamentary  election  in  1679, 
the  recorder,  Mr.  William  Williams,  and  Colonel 
Watden,  who  had  been  gentleman  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James 
II.,  being  opponent  candidates,  eight  men  were 
killed  in  the  crowd  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  of  tb« 
bommon-hall ;  and  the  poll  was,  io  consequence, 
adjourned  to  the  Rood  Eye.  This  is  one  of  these 
many  dismal  and  disgratreful  casualties  that  tod 
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fi«quently  attend  those  timet  in  wfaicb  tbe  people 
are  called  together  to  exercise  tbeif  elective  priTi- 
l^es : — at  a  period  when  the  voters  of  this  king* 
dom  should  be  suffered  to  choose  their  reiHeseDC- 
atives  with  that  peace,  order,  and  decency,  which 
ought  to  characterize  the  constitutioil  of  a  parlia- 
ment, discords  are  too  olteo  fomented,  and  outrage 
abetted.  The  people  are  first  iotoxi<:ated,  aad 
afterwards  dirested  of  their  reason.  The  rery  in^ 
stant  in  which  they  are  asienibled  to  preserve  their 
lives,  rights,  and  properties,  privil^e  is  banished, 
rapine  encoursged,  and  muniet  committed.  Theso 
are  the  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  ever  since  a 
seat  in  Parliament  has  been  iDOre  advantageous  tO 
the  representative  than  the  constituent.  Tocotin- 
tenance  such  proceediogs,  encroachments  w«re 
made  on  this  and  all  other  corpomtiousi  Id  this 
general  abridgment  of  ind^Mndeniiet  the  cbwter 
of  Chester  was  altered ;  for,  in  1676,  a  new  charter 
was  made,  which,  although  H  left  tbe  right  of 
electioD,  as  prescribed  in  that  of  Henry  VII.,  un- 
altered, yet  introduced  MeVeTal  innovations  with 
respect  to  the  electioa  of  all  the  corponrte  officen; 
and  so  rendered  their  possessors  more  immediately 
dependent  on  the  sovereign. 

The  opposite  parties,  being  nearly  equal  in 
strength  end  affluence,  agreed  for  a  time  to  divide 
the  representation. 

The  great  subject  of  dispute  between  Charles  II. 
atid  bis  Parliament  was  the  exclusion  of  his  bro-^ 
tlier,  the  Duke  of  York,  a  professed  papist,  from 
succeeding  to  the  crown.  No  sooner  had  the  king 
called  them  t<^ether,  for  tbe  purpose  of  obtaining 
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supplies,  than  a  bill  of  exddsiota  i^sft  agitated, 
tod  made  tbe  rine  quA  nait  bf  eVery  pecuniary, 
grant ;  and  such  were  the  apprehemioos  of  the 
consequences  of  the  duke's  accesMon  to  tlie  crown, . 
^lat  even  that  part  of  the  nation  who  were  zeal- 
ously attached  to  the  king's  person,  and  all  the 
more  sensible  and  moderate^  supported  the  mea- 
sure  of  exclusion.  Erery  election  consequently 
produced  new  advocates  for  it  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  defiance  of  all  tbe  strenuous  efforts 
of  court  influence.  As  money  could  not  be  bad 
without  parliaments,  nothing  reaiained,  but  for  the 
crown  to  attempt  the  acquisition  of  such  a  de- 
cided sway  in  the  cboice  of  members,  as  to  render 
all  oppositiOB  too  feeble  to  counteract  their  de^ 
stgos.  It  was  therefore  imagined,  and  not  with- 
out rtosoD,  tfa*t  this  might  be  eSbctedby  the  king 
(Asuming  tb»  power  «f  Dominating  the  officers  of 
corporations ;  and  as  thia  was  only  to  be  done  by 
tbe  demolition  of  a  charter,  a  plan  was  formed  for 
this  purpose  of  avowed  tyranny.  Some  boroughs 
were  terrifiedv  abd  others  cajoled  into  a  surrender 
of  th«r  chartett ;  and  against  those  that  were  ob^ 
stioate,  ittformatites,  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  war- 
tanto^  were  filed.  Tbtese  violent  proceedings  soon 
«vinoed  that  the  bourt  waft  determined  toestablish 
Its  arbitrary  designs.  With  th'^te  Views,  there  were 
not  wanting  in  ChesteH-  men  wh4  were  ready  to 
adopt  any  measure,  however  despotic^,  provided 
they  were  permitted  to  share  the  unconstitutional 
authority.  To  thifi  ehd,  ft  voluntary  surrender  of 
^heir  old  charter  was  attempted  ;  but  tbe  measure-i 
being  too  dtspotict  proved  abortive.  It  was  thE>re- 
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fbre  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  compulsion^ 
An  infortnatioD  was  filed ;  and  the  result  was, 
that  judgment  was  given,  that  Me  libetiies  of 
Chetler  should  be  teized  into  the  king's  hands, 
until  the  court  should  further  order,  which  was 
accordingly  executed  by  a  writ  of  seizure.  A  rale 
ibr  final  judgment  being  given  the  next  term,  and 
the  corporation  shotting  no  cause  agninst  it,  a 
farther  rule  for  entry  of  that  judgment  was  roade^ 
which,  however,  Irom  some  n^lect,  was  omittedi 
The  Tories  availed  themselves  of  these  circum<* 
stances  to  obtain  a  new  charter,  have  their  own 
mayor,  and  to  fill  the  corporation  entirely  with 
their  own  creaturesi  Regardless  of  the  reproaches 
and  execrations  of  their  fellbw.citizens,  whom  they 
had  thus  despoiled  of  those  rights  restored  to  them 
by  charter,  they  triumphed  in  the  smiles  and  sun-* 
shine  of  cotlrt  favour ;  and,  as  if  tyranoy  had  com- 
pletely vanquished  the  patriotism  of  Chester,  a 
tablet  was  placed  over  the  Pentice-^oor,  with  an 
inscription  importing,  *'  that  the  new  charter  was 
acceptable  to  all  good  men/'  '  So  venal  and  de-, 
pendent  did  the  corporation  afterwards  become^ 
that,  when  James  11.  visited  this  city,'  the  recor* 
der,  Leving,  at  the  head  of  the  corporation,  thus 
addressed  him:  "The  corporation  is'your  ma* 
jesty's  creature,  and  depends  morely  on  the  will 
of  its  creator;  and  the  sole  intimation  of  your 
majesty's  pleasure,  shall  ever  hare,  with  us,  the 
force  of  a  fundamental  taw/' 

When  James  made  an  alteration  in  most  of  the 
charters  in  the  kingdom^  a  similar  attempt  was 
made  on  the  city  of  Chester :  but  the  independent 
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citizens,  conoeiving  that  tbU  offisr  was  only  made 
to  seduce  them  iato  a  resigDatioD  of  tbeir  rdigiout 
liberty,  uD&nimoufily  reliiaed  its  acceptaoce,  and 
desired  to  have  their  ancieat  oharter  «f  Henry  VII. 
restored.  Thus,  through  the  dismission  of  the 
corporation  created  by  Chariet's  charter,  and  the 
non-acceptance  of  that  of  James,  the  city  was 
destitute  nearly  three  months  of  magistrates,  and 
the  election  day  passed  without  any  offieere  being 
chosen.  The  king,  indeed,  was  at  that  time  bu- 
■ily  employed  endeavouring  to  repair  the  wrong 
steps  which  were  effecting  his  ruinv  by  particu- 
larly reptacii^  all  the  corporati(His  on  tbeir  former 
footing:  the  greatest  care  was  taken,  that  no  means 
might  be  wanting  to  restore  the  ancient  franchises 
to  Chester.  On  the  18th  of  November,  after  the 
Prince  of  Orange  had  landed  on  the  4th,  the  cor* 
poratioD  re-assumed  its  ancient  privil^es.  In 
1699,  it  was  acknowledged  by  all,  that  the  ebfirter 
of  restitution  had,  to  every  intent  and  purpose^ 
revived  the  ancient. franchises  ;  among  which,  that 
of  electing  aldermen  and  common-councilmen,  by 
the  citizens  at  large,  was  -as  expressly  granted  as 
any  other  ;  and  as  it  presented  a  probable  remedy 
against  the  encroachments  of  aristOCTatio  power,  it 
was  resolved  that  it  should  be  adopted. 

Id  October,  l69S,  Colonel  Whitely  was  chosen 
mayor  ;  and  so  pure  and  patriotic  was  hie  con- 
duct, that  he  was  continued  in  the  mayoralty  four 
years  successively.  Being  obl^ed  to  retire  ftora 
the  fetigue  of  bis  office,  he  convened,  a- few.  dtcya 
before  this  event,  the  corporation,  and  presented 
to  them  a  set  of  regulations  for  their  future  choic*} 
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of  aklenneD  and' coDnricta-ooUDoilm'^n  :  tfafse  were 
•0  excelleDt,  tbat  they  wCft  uouBifDOUsly  reoeived, 
and  deserved  tbe  approbatioo  of  every  honest  and 
sensible  mind.  This  worthy  citizeo,  being  suc- 
ceeded hy  one  of  oppotiiEe  principles,  the  freedoa 
of  the  corporation  Was  again  subverted,  by  causing 
the  elactims  of  tbe  city  officer*  to  be  made  by  a 
•elect  body.  This  was  opfoaed  by  fhe  citizeba  tit 
targe,  in  a  petition  signed  by  Rfiger  Whitely  anil 
ten  others  ;  wbkcfat  howevof,  after  great  struggles, 
proved  ineffectual. 

In  169S.  tbe  cifi^ns  were,  convene^*  aad,  by 
some  artful  mfMBs,  peranaded  to  eleot  the  whola 
body,  andtbef)  to  vbte,  that  tbey  should  continiM 
in  their  o0ctt  fteeoriUng  ia  ftncient  auttim.  Tbu4 
was  entirely  destroyed  the  ancient  privilege  of 
anain)  elections  in  ttfe  «t»porat)on. 

A  geoepal  election  approaching  fn  1784,  both 
parties  be^an  to  master  their  ^rces.  This  proved 
to  be  one  of  tb^  aeve^t  contents  which  tbe  city 
bad  ever  experienced.  Their  passiops  already  in- 
flamed, and  cooBcioos  of  tbe  enormous  weight  of 
ioflueoce  against  them,  tbe  Wbigs  were  drivel) 
into  excesses  wbich  wofi^  \^ye  been  inescusable 
on  any  other  oocasioti.  It  yr*9  apprehended  that 
.the  corporation^  having  the  power  of  making  free* 
mea  In  tbeir  otro  ^an^9»  mjght  procure  as  many 
votes  as  tbey  wanted.  Sofne  of  the  ald^men, 
bavii^  iqet  in  tbe  Pentice  at  a  late  bour,  on  the 
Tuesday  preceding  the  election,  suspicion  arose 
tbat  the  whole  night  was  to  be  epapjoyed  in  ad-< 
mitkii^  to  tke  freedom  of  the  city  at  inany  of  their 
part^  as  tbey  could  ponycoientl^  introduce.    ^ 
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mob,  therefore,  moo  Mieaibkd  sbbut  the  Pendce-; 
Iwoke  open  the  door;  aisaulted  and  drove  out  the 
Aldenneo ;  and  coDsiderably  daanged  the  windows 
and  furniture.  Their  adversaries,  feeling  their  in- 
ieriwity  hi  this  l(ind  of  ooDteit,  resolved  to  call  in 
forego  assietaDoe  i  the  following  day,  therefore,  a 
lai^  body  of  colliers,  and  other  countrymeD,  w«:e 
brought  troiQ  the  neigbboarbood  of  Wrexbaoif  t^ 
the  direction  apd  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  W. 
W.  Wynne.  Tbe  citizeiu,  heading  of  their  ap- 
proach, retired  into  tfaecsatle,  and  there  armed 
ibemselvra  with  old  swords,  bdmets,  and  breast- 
pieces;  and,-  thus  fonnidably  accoutred,  sallied 
forth  to  me^t  their  foea.  A  bloody  encownter  en- 
sued in  BBidEpe-atxeet ;  and.  several  <^  the  Welch- 
Bien  being  dangerously  woueifad,  they  were  scon 
routed  and  put  to  fl^bt.  It  «af  qqw  agreed, 
that  hostilities  should  cease*,  and  that  soqie  plau 
should  be  settled  ^r  coodhottBg  the  election  in  a 
peaosttbte  awl  regular  m^mer.  The  poll  continued 
fiom  Friday  till  Monday ;  and  both  pwtiea  so  ex- 
erted tbemseives,  as  to  bring  votes  fron  the  most 
distant  parttjof  tbe  kingdom,  and  evenfrooi  Ire-r 
land,  io  direct  coatradictjon  to  the  charter,  which 
limits  these  eleotioos  to  be  made  by  cotnmtrant 
:citiaens.  The^majwity,  aa  might  be  cKpected, 
waa  in  fiivour  of  the  corporation  member ;  but  no 
-sooner  were  the  books  closed,  and  the  mayor  and 
his  attendants  retired  from  the  hustings,  than  they 
were  obliged  to  retreat  into  the  Exchange  cofiee- 
hease.  They  were,  howevel-^  not  secure  here-; 
for  tbe  mob  broke  in,  seized  tbe  sword  and  mace, 
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and.  chairing  their  &ivb>rite  caodidate,  bore  hint 
to  his  house  in  triumph. 

As  the  corporation  still  exercised  mi  overbeaitr 
ing  infiueDce,  recourse  was  had  to  the  only  retned^ 
against  exorbitant  power,  which  is  that' of  recar- 
ring  to  its  original  and  conttitutiooat  source — the 
people.  Informations  were  accordingly  brot^ht 
a^ainit  Johnson  the  mayor,  ten  aldeivnea,  and 
ogbteen  commonHMuiidl,  for  uBarping  the  privi- 
lege of  electing. aidertnen,  exclusive  of  the  com- 
monalty. After  a  considerable  contest,  the  Tories 
prevailed ;  and  the  WJiiga^  from  disappointmetn 
and  exhausted'  finances,  .seemed  to  be,  for  that 
time,  entirely  dispirited  and  disunited. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  bully  theoif  in  1747, 
underauspiceswhickaeemed  to  insure  succen.  It 
appeared  that,  at  the  election  of  1734,  the  right  of 
Don-resident  freemen  to  vote  bad  been  questioned ; 
and  it  was  now  resolved  to  try  the  issue.  The 
miojster  to  whom  the  Grosreuor  family  was  ini- 
,  mioal,  enooun^ed  Baron  Mainwaring  to  oppose 
administration.  Th^y  were  probably  induced  to 
this  from  the  hope  that,  if  the  question  cQDcerniiqg 
non-residents  should  be  ^itated,  bis  support 
would  not  be  wanting.  The  election  was  earned 
en  with  all  the  beat  and  violence  of  former  times ; 
and  the  Tory  part^»  counting  non-res idents,  baij 
the  majority. 

A  petition  was  presented,  and  the  inquiry  com- 
menced, which  clearly  tended  to  establish  the  right 
of  election  in  retident  freemen  only.  And  now 
^^r  Robert  Grosvenor  found  himself  in  a  very  dist 
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agreeable  dilannta  :  he  considered  that  hi^  interest 
in  Westminstpr  must  be  devoted  to  the  minister, 
or  be  would  be  obliged  to  resign  one  representation 
ftw  hia  hereditary  borough,  to  which  he  could  by 
no  means  consent.  But,  as  it  was  no  novelty  in 
kis/amittf  to  change  principles,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  superiority  in  Chester,  a  compro- 
mise WEls  made  the  ereni  ng  before  the  final  issue  of 
the  petition  :  and,  notwithstanding  the  resolutions 
ofthe  preceding  day,  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners 
were  instructed  to  say,  "  that  they  would  give  the 
House  no  farther  trouble."  Thus  was  the  baron 
made  the  victim  of  ministerial  duplicity. 

From  the  above  and  othef'  succeeding  circum- 
stances, respecting  the  conduct  ofthe  corporation 
and  their  opponents,  it  is  evident  that  the  former 
have  always  endeavoured  to  preserve  their  power 
by  abridging  and  extinguishing  the  liberties  ofthe 
people  as  much  as  they  possibly  could,  while  the 
latter  have  always  endeavoured  to  found  their 
pride  and  distinction  on  the  defence  of  the  rights 
arid  privileges  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

'  Corporat'ion— this  consists  of  a.  Mayor,  Re> 
corder,  two  Sheriflfe,  24  aldermen,  and  40  Com- 
mon  Councilmen. 

KIQHT  :«r   BLECTION. 

It  was  resolved,  Feb.  2,  1747,  "  That  the  right  Gienbenie, 
of  election  was  only  in  such  citizens  of  the  said  "'iso. 
city,  as  are  inhabitants  within  the  said  city,  or 
the  liberties  thereof,  and  admitted  to.  their  freedom 
witKin  the  city  hy  birth  or  servitude,  and  'not   re- 
ceiving alms  or  any  public  charity." 

PARI  II.  VOL.  1.  1 
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Feb.  1747.  ResolTcd,  "That  t^e  right  of 
election  of  citizens  to  serve  in  Parliameot  for  the 
city  of  Chester  is  in  the  Mayor,  AldernaeB,  and 
Common  Council  of  the  said  city,  and  in  such  «f 
ihe  Freemtn  of  the  said  city,  not  receiving  alma,  w 
shall  have  been  cormorant  within  the  said  city,  <« 
the  liberties  thereof,  for  the  space  of  one  whole 
year,  next  before  tbe  election  of  citizens  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  the  said  city."  ' 

Number  op  voters — 1200. 

Retdrning  orriCERs — the  Sheriffs. 

Patron — Earl  Grosvenor. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

Although  the  number  of  electors  is  above  1000^ 
its  representation  has  been  entirely  at  the  disposal 
ef  Earl  Grosvenor,  whose  femily  have  poasessed 
the  same  influence,  except  in  one  or  two  instances- 
at  the  Revolution,  ever  since  tbe  reign  of  Charles 
U.  This  influence  is  created  and  preserved  by  se- 
curing the  corporation,  which  does  not  afi^iear  to 
be  immaeulaU-,  for  more  than  a  century,  and  by 
obtaining  a  lease  from  the  crown  of  a  number  of 
tenements  in  this  city.  The  members  of  tbe  cor- 
poration, letting  these  from  year  to  year  only*  aa 
his  lordship's  agents,  to  electors,  at  low  rents* 
operate  so  far  on  their  feara  and  necessities  as  to 
control  their  independence.  To  secure  their 
own  houses,  they  care  not  whom  th^  send  to  re- 
side in  the  house  <^the  nation.  Thus,  they  never 
reflect  that  their  indiflerence  to  the  choice  of  their 
members  makes  them  eventually  pay  in  taxes 
much  more  than  they  save  in  their  rents.  Tb^ 
should,  therefore,  be  reminded  that  this  bartor  of 
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privilege  for  a  local  tenement  is  only  exclienging 
their  national  febric,  the  constitution,  for  a  con» 
temptible  hovel. 

Mr,  Eddowes,  of  this  city,  with  the  virtue  and 
firmness  of  the  Fabii,  havlDg  many  years  opposed 
this  torrent  of  corporation  and  aristocratical  in- 
fluence, has  at  last  triumphed  over  that  rod  of 
despotism,  the  charter  of  Cbarlea  II.,  which  was 
granted  upon  the  violation  of  the  great  charter  of 
Henry  VU. 

At  the  last  general  election  in  1813,  there  was 
a  powerful  opposition  to  the  interest  of  Earl  Gros* 
venor.    Mr.  Egerton  and  Mr.  Townshend  opposed 
his  lordship's  nomination  of  Thomas  Grosvenor, 
esq.,  a  general   in  the  army,   and  Sir    Richard 
Brooke,  bart.     The  numbers  on  the  poll  were. 
For  T.  Grosvenor,  esq.     -     -    613 
J.  Egerton,  esq.     -     -     -     STl 
Sir  R.  Brooke  .    ...    56* 
— —  Townshend,  esq.    -    508 


COUNTY  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 
Cahbridckshike  is  an  inland  county,  bounds 
ed  on  the  east  by  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  on  the 
south  by  Essex  and  Herts,  on  the  west  by  Bedftn-d 
and  Huntingdon,  and  on  the  north  fa;  Lincoln- 
shire. It  is  included  in  the  Norfolk  circuit,  the 
dioeese  of  Ely,  and  province  of  Canterbury,  ex- 
cept a  small  part,  which  is  in  the  diocese  of  Nor- 
wich ;  it  is  about  40  miles  long  and  S6  broad,  130 
miles  in  circumferenoe,  containing  abont  500,000 
I  9 
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acres  of  land,  of  which  about  300,000  acres  are 
nearly  divided  as  arable  and  pasturage,  and  tiO,000 
acres  uncultivated,  including  woodlands.  It  is 
divided  into  15  hundreds,  viz.  Armingford,  Ches- 
terton, Cheveley,  Chilford,  Fiendish,  Longstow, 
Norlhstow,  Passworth^  Radfield,  Staine,  Stapbe, 
Thriplow,  Wetherley,  Whittlesford,  and  the  Isle 
of  Ely  ;  and  contains  1  city,  8  market-towns,  6* 
parishes,  16,IS9  houses,  and  89,3^  inhabitants, 
being  44,0S1  males,  and  45,965  females,  of  whom 
11,938  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manufacture.  The  total  return  of  income 
under  the  property  tax,  1806,  was  ^1,334,197. 
Amount  of  the  poor's  rates  in  1S03,  ;ei05,37fi 
at  4s.  3id.  in  the  pound.  The  average  scale  of 
mortality  for  10  years,  appearing  to  have  been  to 
the"  population  as  I  ta  46.  The  city  is  Ely,  and 
the  market-towns  are,  Cambridge,  Caxton,  Linton, 
March,  Newmarket,  Sohans,  Thorney^  Wisbeacb, 
and  part  of  Royston.  Its  only  rivers  are  the  Cami 
the  Nen,  and  the  Ouse.  The  county  of  hite  years 
has  received  great  improvement,  both  from  drain- 
ing and  the  cultivation  of  cinquefoil,  so  that  it  now 
affords  plenty  of  barley,  saffron,  and  hemp,  as  well 
as  the  richest  pasturage.  The  rivers  abound  with 
fish,  and  the  fens  with  wild-fowl.  In  the  fens  are 
a  number  of  decoys,  in  which  an  incredible  quan- 
tity of  wild-fowl  are  regularly  taken.  The  suck\ 
ling  of  calves  for  the  London  market  is  also  carried 
OB  to  a  very  great  extent. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  coonty  (which  was  joined  by  Huntingdon 
under  one  sheriff)  coi^auis  also  die  Isle  of  Ely, 

r,o,i,,-,-,ih,.GoO(^lc 


CAMBRIDGE— COUNTY.  1 1 7 

and  has  been  repcesented  from  the  times  of  the 
first  returns  to  Parliament,  the  Iste  beinf;  at  first 
coDtributaiy  towards  the  wages,  and  as  Dr.  Willis 
^y»,  (unwillingly)  paid  a  third  part  which  was 
often  disputed,  and  in  Henry  the  Fifth's  reign  they 
raised  and  paid  ^300  to  be  discharged  tbererrom. 
In  this  Mr.  Prynn  agrees,  and  writes  that  the  Pitdd,  it. 
^eement  between  the  county  and  the  Isle  .wass^.a'i^o. 
confirmed  by  .act  of  parliament,  and  an  estate  was 
purchased  with  the  money,  as  appears  by  the  con- 
veyances. The  memoirs  of  its  elections  and  con- 
tests thereupon  are  as  follow  : 

April  9,  1614-.  A  petition  from  Sir  Joseph 
Cutts  and  Mr.  Pallevecyne,  against  the  return  of 
Sir. Edward  Feytpn,  and  Sir  Simeon  Stewart. 

Resolved,  "  That  the  election  of  Sir  Edward 
Peyton,  and  Sir  Simeon  Stewart  is  void,  and  a 
>yrit  for  a  new  choice  ordered." 

March  5,  1633.  I'he  sheriff  and  under  sheriff 
were  brought  to  the  bar,  and  made  submission  on 
their  knees  for  making  a  return  when  there  was  no 
due  election  of  those  returned.  The  high  sheriff 
was  .besides  fined  ^100.  Both  were  discharged 
.on  paying  tbeir  feet. 

Nov.  6,  1640.  Ordered  a  warrant  for  a  new 
writ  to  be  sent  to  the  sheriff  for  Cambridgeshire, 
for  election  of  the  knights  of  the  shire. 

Jan.  4,  1693.  A  petition  of  Sir  RushoutCulIea 
against  the  return  of  Lord  Cutts. 

Feb.  19.  Resolved,  "That  Lord  Cutts  is  not 
duly  elected." 

"  That  Sir  Rusbout  Cullen  is  duly  elected." 
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Dec.  93,  1697.  A  petition  of  Sir  Cbriatopher 
Hatton,  Sir  Richard  Bennett,  barts.,  and  other*  of 
this  county  against  the.  under  sheriff  for  debarring 
the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  election,  by  threats, 
bribery,  &c.  in  the  election  of  Sir  RusfaoutCuUen. 

Petition  dismissed. 

March  30,  I7ld.  A  petition  of  Granada  Pigot 
against  the  retam  of  Mr.  Jenyns,  and  Mr,  Bropiley. 

April  3,  1717.     Petition  withdrawn. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTEB. 

The  aristocratic  interest  prevailing  in  this  county 
is  that  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland  and  Earl  of  Hard- 
wick  conjointly.  Their  relations  or  ftiends  hare 
succeeded  in  every  election  so  long,  that  it  inti- 
midates every  person  who  might  be  otherwise  dis- 
posed to  offer  himself  as  candidate  against  this 
formidable  influence.  It  must  he  however  ob- 
served, that  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  having  great 
property  in  this  county,  has  a  considerable  in- 
terest. Should  a  contest,  however,  arise  from  this 
circumstance,  instead  of  restoring  the  independ- 
ence of  the  freeholders,  it  would  only  be  a  stru^le 
■  for  the  pre-eminence  of  aristocracy.  Thus  the 
freedom  of  choice  inherent  in  the  people  must  be 
ever  overwhelmed,  while  the  exercise  of  elective 
franchise  is  transferred  from  person  to  property. 

At  the  election  contest  in  1780,  between  Lord 
Robert  Manners,  brother  to  the  late  Duke  of  Rut* 
land,  and  Philip  Yorke,  esq.  nephew  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Hardwick,  against  Sir  Sampson  GiideoiL; 
(he  numbers  polled  were. 
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Lord  Robert  Manners  -  .  1741 
Philip  Yorke,  esq.  -  -  -  14^9 
Sir  Sampson  Gideon       -     -     10^8 

Total  vf  the  poll     -     -    *iM 

Sir  H.  Peyton  was  elected ;  on  his  decesse,  Ge- 
neral Adeane  vaa  cboaen :  botb  of  these  members 
were  elected  upon  the  Rutlaad  interest. 

In  the  abore  contest  Sir  Sampson  Gideon  was 
supported  by  the  influence  of  the  ministry  of  tfiat 
day ;  but  the  oouit-engme  was  fi>und  too  tetkie  to 
shake  the  two  pil^i  of  aristocratic  alliance. 

When  Philip  Yorke,  esq.  succeeded  to  the  title 
of  Earl  of  Hardwick  in  1790,  bis  brother,  Charlea 
Yotke,  esq.  succeeded  him  ia  the  r^a-esentation 
of  this  county. 

On  the  death  of  General  Adeane,  a  vacancy  oc- 
curred, when  a  contest  took  place  between  these 
peers  for  tbe  absolute  control  of  this  county.  Sir 
Henry  Peyton  was  supported  by  the  Earl  of  Hard- 
wi^,  and  Lord  Charles  Somerset  Manners  by  bis 
brotbH*  tbe  Duke  of  Rutland.  The  former  waa 
dected  by  a  small  majority,  and  Ltord  Hardwick 
had  both  members  for  a  shut  period,  but  as  they 
found  this  would  lead  to  endless  expenses  they 
again  coalesced  at  the  ensuing  general  election  in 
1808,  when  the  brothers  of  tbeae  two  noblemen. 
Lord  C.  S.  Mannen,  and  tfae  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Yoi^e  woe  opposed  by  tbe  Hon.  Thomas  Braad» 
.  SM  of  Baroness  Dacre,  the  pKsent  neaAex  Ibx 
HotiiMdshire. 
At  the  find  close  (tf  tbe  poll  the  numbers  wnc^ 
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For  Lord  C.  8.  Manners  -  1941 
Right  Hon.  C.Yorke  -  14M 
Hon.  Thomas  Brand     -      669 

This  demonstrates  the  powerful  influence  of 
these  two  noble  peers,  and'  that  the  {odependent 
interest  of  the  county  is  not  in  proportion  of  one- 
third  to  the  weight  of  this  coalition. 

Upon  Mr.  Yorke  accepting  a  place  in  tglO,  and 
thereby  vacating  his  seat,  his  un{>opulsrity  was  so 
great,  that  his  brother  thought  itadvisable  to  with- 
draw his  support  from  him,  upon  which  Lord 
Francis  Godolphin  Osborne,  brother  to  the  DuJie 
of  Leeds  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  number  of  freeholders  polled  at  the  last 
election,  was  9644  ;  at  the  formerone  Sods';  and 
at  the  general  election  in  17S0,  the  total  of  the  polt 
was  4331. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

This  University,  was  first  founded  in  the  year 
630,  by  Sigebert,  King  of  the  East  Angles,  but  the 
colleges  were  not  begun  to  be  built  or  endowed, 
till  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First ;  before  that 
time,  there  being  only  inns  for  the  reception  of 
the  students. 

Though  the.  colleges  and  halls  are  not  so  nu- 
merous as  hi  Oxford,  the  fellowships  are  aa  well, 
if  not  better,  endowed;  and  though  the  buildings 
are  chiefly  of  brick,  (through  the  want  of  good 
stone)  they  excel  those  of  Oxford  in  gardeds  and 
walks.    Indeed  there  is  one  fabric,  viz.  King's 
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ColIeg;e  Chipel,- which. not  onlyexceeds  any  archi- 
tecture there,  but  may  challenge  the  pre-emioeace 
of  any  such  buildri^'io  England. 

Jamea  the  First,  by  hia  charter,  dated  the   ISth  Wood"* 
of  March,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  granted  u^.    "**' 
power  to  the  chancellor,  masters,  and  scholars  of  f,""""** 
the  two  universities,  to  elect  and  return  two  per- 
soflsin  each,  to  represent  them  in  Parliament.  He 
also  by  act  of  parliament  in  the  third  year  of  his 
reign,  vested  the  universities  with  the  right  of  pa-  - 
tronage,  disposition,  &c.,  of  ecclesiastical  livings, 
schools  and  hospitals,  belonging  to  papists,  recu- 
sants, throughout  England  and  Wales ;  upon  a  di- 
vision of  which,  these  twenty  counties,  being  half  KciUe'i 
the  shires-in  England,  also  these  seven  in  Wales,  ,00^.^ 
were  allotted  to  the  share  of  Cambridge,  the  rest 
being  in  like  manner,  prescribed  to  Oxford. 
,   Bedfordshire,  Nottinghamshire, 

Cambridgeshire,        Rutlandshire, 

Cheshire,  Shropshire, 

Cumberland,  Suffolk, 

Derbyshire,  Westmorland, 

Durham,  Yorkshire, 

Essex,  Anglesey, 

Hertfordshire,  Caemai-vonshtre, 

Huntingdonshire,      Denbighshire, 

Lancashire,  '  Flintshire, 

Leicestershire,  Glamorganshire, 

Lincoloabire,  Merionethshire, 

Norfolk,  Radnorshire. 

Northumberland, 
In  the  writs  to  the  sheriflb  both  of  Cambridge-  Gknixnie. 
shire  and  Oxfordshire,  thne  is  a  clause  for  the]|^^_*'P- 
eluction  of  members  for  the  respective  uQivn- 
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skies,  in  vhich  alone  tbejr  differ  from  the  genenl 
fbna. 

Right  of  blbctiok— ia  the  Doctors  and  ac- 
tual Masters  <^  Arts. 

NuHBEK  OF  VOTKKS — ISOO. 

Hetukkikg  officxks— the  Vice  Ciiasceilor 
and  Heads  of  CoU^es. 

At  the  election  io  180(3,  od  the  death  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  the  numbers  were, 

For  Lord  H.  Petty      -     -    -     331 
Lord  AithcM-pe       ...     144 
Lord  PalmerabHi  -     -    -     138 
In  1807,  he  was  again  a  candidate,  when  tbft 
numben  were, 

For  Earl  of  Eustoa  .  -  .  334 
Sir  Vicary  Gibba  -  -  -  3l6 
Lord  Palmertton  -  •  -  310 
Lord  H.  Petty      -    -    -    36i 

TOWN  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

Cambridge  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Cam- 
bridge, distant  from  London  60}  miles  by  Bark- 
way,  61  by  Royston,  and  56  by  Epping.  The  town 
is  about  a  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  broad.  Most  of 
the  streets,  as  well  08  the  buildings  are  irr^ular.  It 
-contains  14  parishes,  and  liparisfa-churches;  1,691 
bouses  snd  10,0^7  inhabitants,  of  whom  1,306  were 
returned  as  beii^  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture, and  8 1 1  as  belonging  to  the  university.  There 
is  no  manufacture  of  any  consequence  inCambridge, 
and  its  trade  consists  chiefly  in  oil,  iron,  and  corn. 
The  markets  are  undo-  the  jurisdiction  of  the  uni- 
TCnity,  and  are  supplied  id  the  most  abuadaat 

Do,l,.cdtyGoO(^lc 


CAMBRIDGS— TOWN.  l$3 

manoer.   Tbecbiefmariut-dayM  Saturday.    Here 
W8  &irs  on  94th  June  and  August  Uth. 

RBPKBSENTATiri  HIBTOBY. 

Tb»  town  has  sent  members  to  Farliaioent  (torn  wiiii*,  p. 
the  S3d.  of  Edward  I.  till  the  present  time  without  *'*' 
ioteraission. 

The  elfiction  waa  made  in  the  county  court,  as  Bobun, 
was  the  custom  with  all  other  boroughs  in  the^' 
roigns  of  Henry  V.  Henry  VI.  and  Edward  IV. 
Tbm,  the  whole  community  of  a  borough  was 
summoned  by  the  sheriff  to  make  election  of  bur- 
gesses to  represent  them  in  Parliament,  as  we  have 
shewn  by  the  writs  issued  by  the  kings  in  those 
times,  inserted  in  the  first  volume  of  this  work. 

The  returns  for  this  town  from  the  3nd  of  Henry 
V.  are  sometimes  signed  by  twelve,  at  other  times 
by  eight,  and  fourteen  electors ;  but  tbat  is  no 
proof  that  those  persons  were  the  whole  consti- 
tuent body,  as  returns  to  Parliament  are  at  this 
day  frequently  signed  in  the  same  msoner. 

The  right  of  election  according  to  Carew,  has 
been  admitted  to  be  in  the  corporation,  and  firee- 
men  ever  since  the  year  1690;  such  freemen  ob- 
taining their  firanchise  by  birth,  service  which 
means  apprenticeship,  or  by  tavor  of  the  mayor, 
and  six  aldermen,  who  assume  a  power  of  making 
whom  they  please  freemen  of  this  town,  though 
we  very  much  doubt  the  legality  of  freemen  so 
created.  In  the  East  Retford  case,  decided  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  1809,  it  appeared  to  have 
been  the  custom  for  two  hundred  and  twenty  years 
for  the  sheriffs  and  aldermen  to  make  freemen  in 
the  same  manner,  till  they  became  so  eoufldent  of 
their  possessing  such  a  power,  tbat  they  proceeded 
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to  create  forty-two  honorary  freemeo  at  one  time. 
This  caused  an  information  in  the  nature  of  quo 
varranto  to  be  filed  within  six  years,  as  the  statute 
limits  such  information  to  that  period  after  they  ob- 
tain the  freedom  of  any  corporation.  Upon  hearing 
the  same,  the  bailiffs  and  aldermen  pleadedacustom 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  years  :  upon  which  it 
was  observed  that  il  Had  been  aiso  customary  to 
rob  upon  the'  high  way  for  at  many  years,  but  that 
it  was  always  the  custom  to  ha^  the  offender 
when  he  was  detected.  The  pretended  right  of 
the  corporation  to  make  freemen  was  proved  to 
exist  only  in  their  own  opinions,  and  judgment 
of  otuftfr  issued  against  the  whole  forty-two  ho- 
norary freemen. 

The  petitions  fit>m  this  town  have  all  beea 
against  bribery  and  the  illegal  making  and  admit- 
ting of  freemen. 

March  99,  1679.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Willis,  complaining  of  undue  practices  in  the 
election  of  buigesses  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Not.  95y  1708.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Ben- 
dyshe,  esq.  complaining  of  undue  practices  in  the 
election  of  John  Huid  Cotton,  and  Samuel  She- 
pard,  esqrs. 

Resolved,  "  That  John  Huid  Cotton*  esq.  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  town." 

_ "  That  Samuel  Shepard,  esq.  is  duly 

elected  a  burgess  for  this  town." 

■  ■  •—■'■■  "  That  Thomas  Bendyshe,  esq.  is  not 
duly  elected." 

Resolved,  "  That  the  said  election  is  a  void 
election." 
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March  26,  1715.  A  petition  of  Samuel  She- 
pardt  junr.  against  the  return  of"  Sir  John  Hind 
Cotton,  and  Thomas  Sclater. 

No  determination. 

April  4.  The  mayor  of  this  town  havii^been 
served  with  an  order  of  the  committee  of  privileges 
and  elections  to  permit  Mr.  Shepard  and  Mr. 
Jenyns,  or  their  agents  to  inspect  the  records; 
charters,  and  public  books,  &c.,  of  thtstowo,  which 
he  refused  to  obey, 

Resolved,  "  That  Mr.  'Charles  Chambersj 
mayorof  this  town,  having  refused  to  obey  the 
order  of  the  committee,  be  taken  into  the  custody 
of  the  set^eant  at  arms  for  his  said  contempt." 

May  97.  On  the  petition  of -Mr.  Shepard,  and 
Mr.  Jenyns. 

Resolved,  *■  That  Sir  John  Hind  Cotton  is  duly 
elected." 

Resolved,  "  That  Thomas  Sclater,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected." 

The  first  resolution  being  read  twice,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

The  second  resolution  being  read  twice,  was 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  '*  That  Samuel  Shepard,  junr.,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  to  serve  in  this  Parliament  for  this 
town.  The  return  was  ordered  to  be  amended 
accordiogly." 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  leading  man  in  this  corporation  is  John 
Mortlake,  esq.,  banker  of  the  town.  In  the  mi- 
nistry of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  he  was  the  friend 
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of  the  coalition  ;  to  support  which,  he  caused  ad- 
ditional freemen  to  he  made :  among  these  was 
the  Right  Hod.  C.  J.  Fox.  But  having  since 
seen  the  road  to  preferment  much  clearer  through 
the  medium  of  the  Rutland  interest,  he  caused* 
under  that  in6uence.  a  greater  number  of  electors 
to  be  made.  The  minister  has  since  seen  the  merit 
of  Mortlakein8uchadTantageoiiscolours,as  to  pro> 
mote  him  to  the  lucrative  places  of  a  commiasioner 
of  the  tax<office  and  receiver-general  of  the  poat- 
office. 

COEPORATION. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  Henry  I.,  and 
is  governed  by  a  mayor>  high  steward,  recorder, 
twelve  aldennen,  two  bailiffs,  and  twenty-fonf 
common  council*  who  have  a  town  clerk  and 
other  officers. 

Right  of  blection — in  the  Msyor,  Bailiffs, 
and  Freemen  not  receiving  alms.     Feb.  34,  170!>. 

NCHBKR  OP.TOTEE6 — aboUt  fiOO. 

Rbtuening  officer — the  Mayor. 
Pateon — Duke  of  Rutland. 


COUNTY  OF  CORNWALL. 

CoENVALL  is  a  county  fomii^  the  south- 
western extremity  of  the  kingdom,  aurrouoded  on 
all  parte  by  the  sea,  except  the  east,  where  it  joins 
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Devonshire*  fioin  which  it  is  separated  by  the  river 
Tamar:  ils  shape  is  angular,  being  in  extrene 
length  about  90  miles,  and  its  breadth  95,  but  Dear 
the  land's-end  it  does  not  exceed  7  mites.  It 
-  contains  about  758,000  acres  of  land,  above  one- 
third  of  which  is  uncultivated,  and  the  remaining 
quantity  nearly  equally  divided  in  tillage  and  pas- 
turage. It  contains  37  market- towns,  16\  pa- 
rishes, 39,906  houses,  and  1  S8,969  inhabitants,  of 
whom  94,870  were  returned  as  being  employed  id 
trade,  manufactures,  and  handicrafts.  It  has  31 
boroughs,  hut  many  of  them  are  very  insignificant 
places,  and  several  of  their  markets  are  now  disus- 
ed. Return  ofassessment  of  the  property-tax  IS06, 
^1,S3J,39S.  Amount  of  the  pocM-  rates  1803, 
^9,446  being  at  the  rate  of  4s.  6ld.  in  the  pound ; 
and  the  aver^  scale  of  mortality  for  10  years  ap- 
pears to  have  been  as  I  to  ^  of  the  population. 
It  is  divided  into  nine  hundreds,  viz.  East,  Ker- 
riw,  Leffliewth,  Penwith,  Powder,  Pydar,  Strattoo, 
Tr^,  and  Tf  est.  The  principal  towns  are  Laun- 
ce^ton  and  Falmouth  :  its  rivers  are  the  Tamar, 
Cober,  Fall,  and  Camel.  The  climate  is  mild  but 
much  subject  to  damp.  The  soil  in  the  tow 
grounds  is  rendered  fertile  by  manure,  but  the  hills 
and  moors  are  bare  and  unfruitful,  and  the  black 
sea-air  prevents  the^gtowth  of  trees:  butthiscounty 
has  by  hi  the  pre-eminence  in  mineral  produc- 
tions, and  in  the  quantities  offish,  with  which  the 
sea  and  rivers  abound.  It  has  for  maiiy  centuries 
been  famed  for  its  tin,  and  its  commerce  is  deemed 
<rfsuch  high  importance,  that  special  courts  for  r»- 
gulaUi^  the  raiDerS}  called  Stanoary  courts,  are 
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established  in  this  and  the  adjoining  cbunties. 
From  these  mines  are  derived  the  principal  re- 
venues of  the  Duke  of  Cornwall.  In  this  county 
are  some  valuable  copper^mines :  it  also  produces 
lead,  lapis  calaniinaris,  soap-rock,  and  excellent 
potter's  clay.  The  principal  objects  of  fishery 
are  pilchards,  which  supply  not  only  the  miners 
and  poor  with  food,  but  vast  quantities  are  cured 
and  exported  up  the  Mediterranean:  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  produces  good  cyder.  Corawall 
lies  in  the  diocese  of  Exeter. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  large  county  is  also  a  duchy,  erected  by 
King  Edward  the  Third,  and. granted  to  his  eldest 
son  Edwftrd,  who  was  called  the  Black  Prince,  and 
bis  heirs,  the.eldestsoos  of  the  Kings  of  England. 
The  sheriff  is  named  by  the  Duke  of  Cornwall, 
and  has  his  council  and  officers  belonging  to  the 
,.  duchy.  It  was  represented  in  Parliament  at  the 
time  of  the  first  summons  of  Edward  the  First.  In 
the  96th  of  Edward  the  First,  it  returned  two 
knights  of  the  shire,  and.burgcssel  for  four  bo- 
roughs  only,  to  which  many  others  have  since  been 
added,  notice  of  which  is  taken  in  this  history. 

May  98,  1660.  The  committee  for  privileges 
and  elections,  on  the  double  return  for  this 
county,  report.  That  in  respect  of  the  sheriff  of 
this  county;  his  contempt  in  not  attending  the 
committee,  to  give  them  an  account  of  his  pro> 
ceedings  at  the  said  election,  upon  several  orders 
made  by  them,  they  resolved,  "  That  the  said 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Cornwall  be  forthwith  sent 
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for  in  ufe  custody,  to  thia  House,  in  respect  of 
tiU  contempt,  &c." 

"  That  this  House  do  agree  with  the  (iommittee, 
that  the  aheriffor  thia  county  has  miacarried  him- 
f  elf  at  the  said  election." 

"  That  Sir  John  Carew,  and  Mr.  Boacawen  ate 
duly  elected,  and  do  sit  in  this  House." 

FOtlill^AL   tHARACtZA. 

The  boroughs  of  this  county  including  the 
two  knights  of  the  shire,  send  no  less  than  44 
members  to  Parliament.  This  strange  extent  of 
representative  interest  Jn  so  small  a  county 
may  well  appear  extraordinary  to  those  who  only 
consider  that  the  boroughs  are  very  inconsiderable, 
with  respect  to  their  trade,  wealth,  and  inhabit- 
ants ;  but  who  recollect  not  at  the  same  time,  that 
no  county  in  England  possessed  such  a  temptatioa 
to  the  lords  of  the  soil  to  obtain  for  its  different 
towns  these  elective  privileges.  As  the  soil  was 
internally  valuable,  the  coasts  convenient  for  na- 
vigation, and  enriched  with  fisheries,  and  the  pro- 
duce  of  the  whole  county  highly  valuable,  the 
owners  of  the  territory  could  not  better  have  se- 
cured to  themselves  these  local  advantages,  than 
by  the  power  of  sending  members  to  Parliament ; 
by  which  they  proportionably  increased  their 
own  influence  in  the  state  as  well  as  in  eadh 
borough  respectively.  As  the  towns  therefore 
increased  in  consequence,  they  obtained  by  degrees 
the  privilege  of  representation.  When  they  were 
capable  of  contributing  to  the  taxes  for  which  Par- 
■  liaments  were,  by  the  Saxons,  and  have  ever,  since 
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been  assembled,  tfie  lord's  who  possessed  tfae'tiilit^d 
the  best  of  atl  pleas  to  bave.  thoSe  rights  of  eTective 
franchise  restored  to  them  that  were  taken  fiota  all 
other  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs,  except  stjch'its 
bad  the  privilege  dispensed  to  them  by  chaAer,  '6t 
by  act  of  parliament,  iThus,  in  the  latter  'end  of 
the  reigD  of  Edward  Vl.  seven  boroughs  Weire 
added ;  namely,  Salhish,  Camelford,  West  Looe, 
Grampoot,  Bossiney,  Mitchel  or  St.  Michael,  and 
Newport.  In  tHe 'first  year  of  tfieVeTgn  of  Qfae«i 
Mary,  Penryn  gained  ithe  Illne  privilege ;  andfa 
the  fourth  of  the  same  reign,  St.  Ives.  \n  the  fint 
year  o^  Queen  Elizabeth,  Tregony  was  ^dmifted ; 
in  the  fifth,  St.  Germain's  and  St.  Maw's  ;  ib  the 
thirteeotb.  East 'Lobe,  and'Fawey'or  FWey;  aHd 

"in  the  twenty-seventh, 'Kellidgtonor'CalliAglbn. 

The  reason  why ^so'ihariy,'  iof  iH<iBefti  'date,  Vete 
added,  will  best  app^ar'ifrob)  tfiecob^tderitiota  that 
the  (luchy  of'Cbrnwall  yields  in  tlh  b^dlatida'a 
latgerhereditary  revenue  to  ttte  crbWb  thaii'^iiy 
other  county.    'Eiglit  of  tti^e  boroughs,  HaiiA'ely, 

'Saltash,'Cam'e!ford.V^st'toi6'e,'Gl^b^ont,'I^Bi-. 
ney,  Trtgony,  St.  'Maw*6,'and  'East  'L'6be,'fiad 
either  an  iismedlate^rreAibte'cOQbexioti  witb^the 
demesne  Tands  of  this'd'uchy,  foitnerly'a  liilk  of 
much  stronger  union' and  higher  c6i]a'iuatid  tUan'at 
present:  but  it  miiat  be  reibebibered  tb&t  the 
county  belongs  iiAm^iately  to  the  crown,' only 
when  tbeTcirtg  has  no  son,  who is  PHnce  of  Wafcs. 
Four  other  boroughs  belonged  (o  religious  houses ; 
but  fell  to  the  crown  at  the  dissolution  of  the  mo- 
nasteries, in  the  feign  of  Henry  YIII.  These 
were  Newport,  which  rose  with  'Laune^ston 
Priory,  and  with  it  fell  to  the' crown iFCoiyn, 
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W^ith  dair^odcd  mvob  on  tb«  rieb  ceillege  i^Glas-i 
Ito^  SBd  it»  Unds,  wliieh  hid  iu  manors  Ei)tetmt-» 
•d  by  Edwdrd  Vt,  stid  i^stored  by  Mary,  whO 
gave  tbe  town  tb^  above  pdvil^?.  Si.  Germaift'ti 
■text  to  Bodmjp,  w»b  tbe  qbigf  priory  id  Corelf 
V*U  :  and  tbe  bprouf  b  gf  Fow^y  fell  to  tb«  erowD, 
with  tbe  pripry  qC  Tww«rdrith»  to  wbicb  it  bee 
foiigtd. 

St.  MichsclbelDfigedto  tfae&milyofthe  AruDii 
del*,  of  Lashsra  ini  St,  Itm's  ;  aad  Kellingtoa, 
to  tb*t  of  Powlett ;  wbicb  oonaexioiHi  miy  dia^ 
corcr  tfa«  riM  of  ibdr  priviUg^,  Heury  VII.  rep* 
4)ttc«d  th«  power  o£  the  ancieot  Lords ;  and  Bd> 
■tanced  that  of  tits  Ci9nMP0D9i  H«nry  VIII. 
coriched  DBuiy  of  tbk  ConmoM  witU  church 
ianda;  aad  in  the  Utter  And  of  the  reign  of  £d-^ 
trasd  VI.  the  Dake  of  Northun^erland.  wapiing 
iko  have  a  majonty  in  (he  House  of  Coaim«D«i 
CoiBWatt  seraMd  to  him  beat  aelflpted  for  bis  pur- 
pcee,  90  account  of  the  lftrg«  properly  asd  in- 
fluoeoeof  IJWiduchy :  six  towns,  therefore,  4epend- 
-tfig  <m  tbe  duefay  aod  church  laoda,  aad  one 
hjBWigib  ibelo«giog  to  a  powerful  family,  w«(<e  al-> 
Ifnred  to  lend  14  oacnbem.  Queen  Mary,  in  her 
'alwt  ni^,  adnitliad  two  more ;  end  Queeo 
filiibdwth  six.  lit  was  no  objeitwn  tbat  these  bcH 
lougbs  had  httle  trade,  and  few  inhabitaats ;  for 
that  scttlered  jtbem  taone  tracAable  aftd  dependeiut, 
«ad  tbeicfor^  more  fit  for  the  control  of  corrupt 
i«fliiiie«pe  than  large  jodopuloBt  towns,  inhabited 
by  fBTHSv  «i  trade;,  rank  and  diaceromeot.  It  is 
A0B8e(|«eBlly  eridoKt  why  .such  towns  as  Bir- 
aangtna*  ManobeMer,  Ace,  ace  not  adn^tctl  to 
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exercise  those  privileges  that  have  been  suspended 
ever  since  the  Norman  possession  of  this  country; 
They  are  too.  wealthy,  independent,  and  enlight- 
ened, to  be  controlled  by  arbitrary  influence;  and, 
therefore,  are  not  proper  subjects  for  r^l  or  mi- 
nisterial bounty.  Bounty!  let  the  word  be  obli- 
terated. It  can  be  no  bounty  to  restore  to  a  people 
rights  to  which  they  bare  an  indisputable  citini 
fiotn  nature,  and  fit>m  their  constitution.  It  must 
liowever  be  acknowledged  that  the  above  places 
were  old  boroughs,  according  to  the  le^l  accepta- 
tion of  the  word ;  that  is,  they  had  immunities 
granted  them  by  their  princes  or  lords,  and  ex- 
emptions from  services  in  any  other  courts  ;  with 
the  privilege  of  exercising  trades,  and  of  electing 
officers  within  their  T>wn  districts ;  they  had  also 
the  property  of  lands,  mills,  and  fairs  :  add  to  this, 
that  most  of  them  were  part  of  the  ancient 
demesnes  of  the  crown,  and  had  been  either  in  the 
crown,  or  in  the  royal  blood,  from  the  time  of  the 
Norman  Conquest.  But  all  these  privileges  could 
not  justly  entitle  them  to  the  exclusive  exercise  of 
a  right  that  was  common,  according  to  the  primi-^ 
tive  laws  of  the  land,  to  every  other  tithing  or  bo- 
rough in  the  kingdom.  Granting  these,  the  right 
was  an  unjust  infringement  of  the  same  liberties 
that  were  denied  to  other  towns  and  boroughs.  It 
Was  more  like  the  hostilities  of  depredation,  than 
the  'equitable  laws  of  government ;  for  it  was 
exactly  the  same  as  if  certain  towns  were  to  be  en- 
riched, by  a  despoiling  foe,  with  the  plunder  of 
what  he  had  violently  taken  flrom  others.  Nor 
can  the  plea  of  their  having  beeo  in  posMSsloo  of 
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the  bbod  royal  of  the  NonnaDs  erer  since  the  Coo- 
quest,  be  admitted  as  a  jiisti6catioo  for  tiieir  being 
■uffered  to  resume  their  elective  privities,  while 
any  :other  freeman  remains  dispossessed  of  them. 
R^resentation  was  the  right  of  all  the  free,  and' 
coald  not  therefore  be,  with  justice,  granted  ex- 
clusively to  any.  But  their  having  remained  in 
the  possession  of  the  Norman  kings,  only  proves 
bow;  long  the  violence  existed  which  had  first  dis- 
possessed  the  original  owners  of  them.  And  surely 
the  length  ofan  usurpation  cannot  be  admitted  in 
feascn,  although  it  is  too  frequently  admitted  in 
law,  as  B  sanction  for  injustice.  That  the  pro- 
prietors were  despoiled  of  the  territory,  could  not 
be  an  equitable  plea  for  disfranchising  all  other 
freemen  that  were  not  mediately  or  immediately 
their  creatures.  Therefore  the  admission  of  ttw 
boroughs  of  Cornwall  to  elective  franchise  from  their 
being  the  dependents  of  sovereign  power,  was  not 
dispensing  or  even  restoring  right:  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  Kubjecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  bo- 
roughs to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  choosing  and 
paying  representatives,  that  were  only  called  to 
Parliament  to  be  the  tools  of  power,  imtead  of  the 
'  protectors  of  their  constituents.  Cornwall  send- 
ing more  members  on  the  corrupt  system  of  bo- 
rough representation  than  any  county,  these  few 
observations  appeared  to  be  necessary.  The  Cor- 
nish tenants  take  their  lands  for  ninety  years,  de- 
terminable with  the  lives  of  three  persons,  named 
in  the  lease,  for  which  they  pay  a  fine  to  the  lord 
of  the  soil.  This  method  is  adopted  from  their 
general  inclination  to  be  miners :  for  husbandry 
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WBf  not,  until  litoly^  well  irtMUtstotid  tfatec;  )em4 
from  die  profits  of  ttie  fiidi^riM  beipg  preebrtoiM, 
riw  owner  after  a  lueky  year  cbootei  to  eapioy  hfaf 
gunf  in  seeurin;  to  l)imietfa«mell  certainty:  h* 
dmefinv  deposits  his  guns  vritk  his  lanrilord,  finm 
)rfacai  be  either  takce  a  nev  leaie,  or  ruwwa  lb* 
idd  ooe.  As  moreoTer,  the  |ieap}eoa  tbe  lea-oeett 
and  the  tinaiag  parts  constantly  ipcrease*  it  cauesii 
the  dividing  and  splittiog  of  large  tenements  ;  fat 
every  one  is  desirous  to  have  any  small  abn*  <tf 
house  and  land  for  bis  om  life  and  that  of  him 
nearest  relations.  For  a  lease  of  tbree  liras,  tits 
taker  usually  pays  foorteen  yean  value  of  the  ml 
Boaual  profit  of  the  estate;  so  tbatifitbeivertb  teq 
pounds  a-year,  the  tefisot  will  not  ecniple  to  gin 
pne  hundred  and  ^rty  poupds  fine,  besides  tta 
dhiliings  a-year  reaervet}  afinually  to  tbe  )ixd :  awl 
in  some  parishes  they  pay  twenty  years  value,  in- 
stead  of  fourteep.  In  tiiie  manner,  the  ancient 
possessors  of  the  land  prceerv*  it  in  tbawselw, 
and  consequently  all  the  itUtuettce  which  peffe- 
tuel  landlords  take  usualfy  eapecial  care  to  retniii 
over  their  tenant,  bowevcr  cbapgcd  by  dsnd^ 
purchase,  or  forfeiture. 

The  noblemen  who  possess  poltt>caIiii4a«Kn  n 
thift  county  are  the  Doke  of  Bedford,  Dukeof  N«r- 
tbttmberland^  Duke  of  Leeds,  EaH  of  DerlingtMi» 
Esfl  of  Mount  Edgecombe,  Viecouot  Falmoiitfa, 
l.ord  Clinton,  Lord  Elbot,  Lord  Grenvtile,  end 
Lord  De  Dunstanville ;  but  their  weight  arisen 
more  from  tbe  control  tfaey  possess  over  tbe  in> 
lignificant  and  decayed  boroughs,  than  orer  tb« 
county.     These  npbtemeQ   send  no  less  thai^ 


ii,Goo(^lc 


t^entyrfive  out  o.f  foi^ty-two  meaibers  for  rotten 
boroughs  withiq  iti  limits^  The  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford has  transferred  his  interest  in  the  bordueb  of 
^am^)rord  to  the  Earl  of  t)ar)ington,  and  the 
i)uke  of  Le^s  is  ip  danger  o^  losing  HeYstone, 
«s  a  bill  has  passed  tlie  House  of  Commons,  and  is 
now  before  the  Lords,  to  extend  the  right  of  elec- 
tion to  the  hundred,  lu  consequence  of  the  cor- 
poration having,  for  many  years,  sold  the  repre- 
sentation to  the  highest  bidder. 

The  coupty  is  as  Independent  as  any  in  England, 
and  the  gentlemen  appear  determiDed*  to  keep  it 
so.  In  this,  and  most  other  shires,  when  county 
meetings  have  been  h^ld  to  petition  Parliament 
for  redress  of  any  grievance,  it  has  been  customary 
for  the  sheriff  to  summon  only  the  freehofdm,  as 
if  every  other  description  of  persons,  because  they 
are  deprived  of  the  right  of  voting,  should  l^ 
deprived  of  the  right  of  petitioning  also.  The  in- 
dependent gentlemen  of  this  county,  however, 
signed  a  requisition  to  the  sheri^  to  summon  alt 
tife  householders,  as  well  as  the  freeholdera,  to 
the  last  county  meeting.  The  sheriff  refusing  to 
comply  with  their  request,  a  number  of  gentlemeii 
took  the  opinion  of  eminent  counsel  oii  the  legality 
of  the  proceeding,  and  called  a  meeting  of  alt  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county,  which  was  accordingly 
held  at  Bodmyn,  ^nd  the  business  was  conducted 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  sheriff  had  called 
them  together.  Thu?  establishing  the  legality  as 
well  as  the  right  of  the'  people  to  meet  iipoA  all 
occasions,  where  they  feel  a  public  grievance. 

The  last  contest  i^r  the  repreaeotation  of  this 
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county  was  in  1784,  when  Sir  William  LemoQ 
and  Sir  3olin  St.  Aubin  wete  each  candidates  on 
the  independent,  and  Mr.  Gregor  on  the  minis- 
terial interest :  after  a  strong  contest,  the  numbers 
«t  the  final  close  of  the  poll  were  as  follow ; 

Sir  William  Lemon 9950 

Francis  Gregor,  esq 1970 

Sir  John  St.  Aubin.... 1136 

The  ministerial  candidate,  therefore,  obtained 
the  second  seat,  but  by  a  majority  too  inconsider- 
able to  overturn  the  independence  of  this  county. 

SALTASH. 

Saltash,  a  borough  and  market  town,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Stephen,  and  hundred  of  East,  Corn- 
wall,  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tamar, 
S90  miles  from  London;  containing  153  houses 
and  1,150  inhabitants.  It  lies  about  three  miles 
from  Plymouth  Dock,  to  which  there  is  a  ferry  over 
the' river,  called  the  Crimbte  Passage.  The  town 
consists  of  three  streets,  and  has  a  considerable 
trade  in  malt.  The  market  is  on  Saturday,  and  its 
feirs  are  2d  February  and  36th  July. 

REPBESENTATITE  HI5T0KY. 

Although  this  town  was  chartered  so  early  as 
Henry  IV.,  it  did  not  send  members  to  Parliament 
before  Edward  VL 

March  19,  1678.  A  petition  of  Richard  Carew. 
and  William  Jenners,'  esqrs.,  against  the  undue  re- 
.^urn  of  Bernard  Grenrille  and  Nicholas  Courtney, 
esqra. 
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No  report  appears. 

Nov.  3,  I6S0.  A  petition  of  Bernard  Grenvillis 
and  Nicholas  Courtney,  esqrs.,  touching  the  elec- 
tion for  this  borough. 

No  report  appears. 

March  96,  1715.  A  petition  of  Trevor  Hil)  and 
Martin  DIadon,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Wil- 
liam Shippen  and  Shelston  Caloiady,  esqrs.*  by 
means  of  the  irregularities  and  partiality  of  the 
mayor  and  recorder  of  this  borough. 

March  17,  1716.  Another  petition  of  the  said 
Trevor  Hill  and  Martin  Bladon,  esqra.,  ill  sub- 
stance the  same  with  the  former. 

No  report  appears  upon  these  petitions. 

Tarl.  13.  Thomas  Bradshaw,  esq.,  petitioned 
Bgainst  the  election  of  John  Williama,  esq.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  reported  to  the  House, 
that  th«  petitioner  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned.  The  clerk  of  the  crown  or- 
dered to  attend,  and  the  return  was  amended. 
June  8,  1772. 

Pari.  15.  Sir  William  Lemon,  bart.  and  Johft 
Builer,  esq.,  petitioned  against  the  election  of  Sir 
Grey  Cooper,  hart.,  and  Mr.  Jeokinson.  Thft 
chairman  of  the  committee  reported,  that  the  sit- 
ting members  were  duly  elected.     Feb.  4,  17^2.. 

.    John  Buller,  and  several  inhabitants, 

petitioned  against  the  election  of  Sir  Grey  Cooper, 
in  1783.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  re- 
ported, that  Sir  Grey  Cooper  was  duly  elected. 
May  20,  178d. 

i*arl.  16.  George,  Lord  Strathav^eo ,  (feldest  ftott 
of  the  Earl  of  Aboyne)  and  John  Curtis,  esq.,  pe* 
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titiooed.  Renewed  the  Snd  Bession.  The  ch4ir* 
Tgi^  r9p<vMt  (hot  th?  sitting  inemb^^  ijfere  duly 
etefiteii.     Apnl?4,  ^TW: 

.     JohB  Lemon,  esq.,  and  some  of  the 

buigesses,  petitioned  against  the  election  of  the 
Sat'  ^  Mprpip^tf^n.  T^ie  cjiairoiaa  reported,  that 
Ji9^p  («f  inptii  es^r>  *bf;  pfstitioper,  was  duly  elected. 
W^  W$\li  t»  hay*  b?en  returned.  May,  1787. 
7he  jc|erlF  pf  th^  crown  or^^i^d  to  attepd,  and  the 
return  ameodecl  ^<;cording)y. 

130?.  A  pptiMQii  ^ipBt  ^)[attheyr  Russell 
tn4  I^ert  PevefieU,  p^qr^. 

1806.  A  petiitipq  ftff^ig^  QIattbew  Ru^^ell  and 
Arthur  Cb^(apS;nptf,n?,  p§qjp. 

JSp7r     Ap  ^p^^  .^9Wf^  t^P  above  petition. 

CORPOHATIOK. 

U  V#  fitpt  jjacQ^OT^ted  by  Charles  II.,  who 
Vf^Btf^  .the  johfbit^t^  t}^  privilege  of  bei9g  go^ 
if^fid  j>y  a  fO^yjOTr  pif  ^l^erjtnen,  and  thirty-Jhrea 
bui^esses,  although  the  number  is  novr  iiidefioit<e. 
7ib$f  e  m^y  jc;t;i<)ose  a  rei^r^^,  ajpd  eject  piembers 
Cf  P^rl^apieot.  Jhe  manor  of  the  borough  i« 
XMled  ip  the  .c<irporfiitv>D^  who,  upon  the  payment 
pft^S,  AQAua^y^  .enjoy  the  tolls  of  ^e  markets, 
&i9^  ;&c.  A^  ^wer  yir^  ,te(teryed  in  the  crown, 
y  ji^i  all  .o|t^,cti.ar^r8  grapto^  by  this  monarch, 
tp  .d,upU<;e^  at  .plea^i^rC)  ^ny  mayor,  alderman,  bur- 
g^,  tcwp-cl^k*  ^c.  Thi^  waa  the  tenure  by 
^iMQb  tbe,q^eqtq;s  .in  ,the^e  places  helf]  t^eir  fran- 
chise; so  that,  by  this  mode  of  iqcorporating 
jogst.;^  ttie  JtK^tQMg'iP  i^  f^^  kingdom,  Charles 
IKwae^d  .hiipdBe^'  ^nt|rely  of  the  elective  inOu- 
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Mice.  H«  wu  oertaiD  of  haTing  Qaw  but  Iw 
ttttadu  cboten  by  tbeae  depcadest  borough, 
wboM  inhabitants  had  oo  other  security  fot  thwc 
^enuM*  but  <:rf>edienoe  totbe  dictatei  of  hi«  pleawiVr 
It  M,  bowerer,  proper  here  to  obserTe,  that  tint 
arbitrary  principle,  which  bad  subjected  the  fnt" 
46m  of  election  to  all  such  borovghi  as  were  tbu» 
ebartered  by  Charles  II.  to  ministerial  iaflueno* 
vas,  in  a  trial  respecting  Chester,  decided  about 
twenty  yoars  since  to  be  nugatory.  As,  therefore, 
tins  city  bas  thus  emaneipeted  itadf  from  the 
fetters  of  court  autbority,  it  may  be  obserred.  that 
trery  other  borough,  in  the  same  predJcaoMUt, 
bas  the  same  meaas  of  redress. 

On  the  SlBt  of  May.  177S.  the  members  of  tlw 
Cerporatioii,  whose  whole  number,  at  that  tine, 
was  less  than  tweaty,  petitiooed  tie  prescst  Ma- 
jesty for  a  new  charter :  tbey  stated  the  disaeliii^ 
tion  of  tbe  old  cbarter,  and  their  iccafMcity  to 
eaiftiiiwe  it.  A  aenr  ■tiharter  was  aocordingfy 
gittnted  7th  Jnoe,  1774,  ip  priaci|»le  simikr  to 
that  of  Charles  II.,  far  k  rescived  tbe  aane  pow«r 
of  displacing  oarporatars  at  pleasuie.  TbesiMD- 
bera  oamed  in  this  charter  vese  moat  of  tbqn 
plaoemea  in  Ae  dock-yard  at  Plynovtb.  or  ptr* 
SODS  faoMing  oficss  under  gevenHBacnt.  Tbas,  bf 
tbe  oreatures  of  oamiptiea,  tbe  town  of  Sakaah 
lias  a^in  bees  rivefeled  to  a  eenrile  ie^ismitme* 
pn  every  adminiatration  for  tbe  time  being.  Un- 
^BSB  the  coiipasaliion  diooae  BKmbus  in  faTOur  ni 
f/amttmamt,  liKy  are  3JaUe  to  ioae  tbeir  cw^ 
di^iof^oM  and  oiatioMd  prwrikgea,  Viben^aoTS^ 
TCSBB  autfioMiiy  «tecf>s  :SD  Haw  as  (o  i 
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corporation-right  on  the  conditions  of  dependeace 
and  aervile  obedience,  to  what  a  source  of  pohtical 
iotegrily  is  a  people  to  look  for  the  restoration  of 
suspended  pririlege?  When  every  avenue  of 
Ireedom  is  thus  closed  by  the  bar  of  arbitrary 
dictation,  the  people  can  have  no  hope  to  see  their 
government  restored.  They  may  be  as  loud  id 
complaining  as  they  have  been  patient  in  suffer- 
ing,  without  having  their  grievances  heard,  or 
their  oppressions  even  lamented ;  for,  while  they 
have  been  remonstrating  against  their  loss  of  pri* 
Tilege,  the  fetters  of  their  bond^e  have  been  more 
closely  rivetting.  Surely,  if  any  infringement  of 
the  constitution  calls  aloud  for  redress,  it-  ia  that 
which  corrupts  and  controls  the  very  source  of 
privilege.  It  is  in  vain  to  guard  ^inst  the  venal 
practices  of  representation,  when  every  member  ii 
thus  liable  to  be  the  creature  of  a  court,  returned 
by  the  servile  dependents  of  every  intriguing  and 
ambitious  ministry.  When  boroughs  are  therefore 
chartered,'  and  by  their  own  solicitations,  oo  tfaa 
condition  of  having  the  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion divested  of  elective  ihdependence,  all  secu- 
rity of  freedom  is  lost ;  and  nothing  can  possibly 
restore  the  constitution  to  its  primitive  integrity, 
but  the  unanimous  sacrifice  of  all  personal  in- 
terest, whether  of  present  possession,  or  futura 
expectancy.  Reform  must  not  be  sought  for  the 
purpose  of  supplanting  one  party  in  order  to 
seat  another ;  for,  the  same  principles  of  influence 
remaining,  rotten  boroughs  will  again  be  obliged, 
on  forfeiture  of  their  offices,  to  make  venal  repre- 
■eQtatipns,  to  support  the  ^ame  attacks  on  a  na- 
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lion's  righte  in  one  ministry  which  have  been  r^ 
probated  as  the  practice  of  others.  Ministers, 
whoever  tbey  may  be,  according  to  the  present 
state  of  corrupt  representation,  have,  as  we  hare 
already  mentioned,  no  security  for  their  seats  but 
the  most  venal  arts  of  influence.  Tbey 'dare  not 
depend  on  the  integrity  of  their  measures,  lest 
others,  as  ambitious  as  themselves,  should  surpriaa 
them,  unguarded  by  their  broad  shield  of  influx 
ence,  and  cast  them  headlong  from  their  heights 
of  power  and  preferment.  It  is  therefore  seen, 
that  eveiy  minister,  whatever  may  be  his  profes- 
sions when  in  opposition,  avails  himself  of  all  the 
patronage  and  variety  of  influence  to  secure  him- 
self against  the  attacks  which  he  has  before  levied 
against  his  predecessors  tn  office :  for  this  purpose 
are  boroughs  chartered  on  the  principle  of  Salt- 
ash  :  and  thus  is  corrupt  influence  extended,  not 
only  into  the  petty  jurisdiction  of  a  town-hall  or 
market-place,  but  even  into  every  avenue,  great 
or  small,  divine  or  human,  where  the  passions  or 
senses  of  man  are  to  be  rendered  subservient  to 
artful  intrigue  and  sinister  design.  The  abuses, 
therefore,  of  representation  must  be  in  general  re- ' 
formed  before  the  people  can  possibly  be  free.  No 
cojistitution  can  be  restored  by  one  set  of  men 
being  in  place,  unless  it  is  by  the  joint  effort  and 
inclination  of  the  rest  aiding  them- in  the  laudable 
design :  no  persons  possessed  of  power  can  restore 
this  country  to  liberty,  unless  the  principles  of 
that  power  are  first  purified  from  ambitious  influ- 
ence «nd  venal  corrupuon.     While  the  source  of 
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py|imiioB  reAMiM,  trety  pcfson  yowtiwid  at 
fuwur  must  be  mon  tbun  Iraisaft  lo  mitt  ebe 
teMH^^M  to  ex^t  ad  arbttraiy  airtbofi^.  Bt*^ 
torf  toaicely  afibrda  an  ioata^fa  of  any  «et  of  loai* 
in  tlK  merMian  of  loxirrjrt  rsnality,  and  infliiMK*^ 
ncnfidng  tii«ir  pow«'  to  |Mtriotisai.  £v«B  the 
VBtoivtion  of  Fmaoe  was  ^  gneiml  act  of  a  b»- 
tkxD,  vMtbeMciifioa  «f  a  f«w  iidtridMla.  AU 
Saitlu,  degrees,  aDd  ptufaasiODa,  united  is  th*  «tiU 
vasal  aaorifics  of  imfotiam  on  the  ahriae  isf  li» 
haty :  the  soldier,  lawyer,  drame,  stateanna,  and 
ertizm,  all  conjoined  in  mte  Baaainoua  tSott  to 
he  iree.  EaaaeipBtkai  ->r«B  tbe  uoiTeraal  aenti-* 
iMat  vliiahaiMMbadtiiebrcaidaf  dMtwtiafWBad 
ibnlvoke  tin  hcaids  ipf  abrcry.  It  was  «  dead 
that  laqaived  <the  wfcola  ttraagth  «f  a  people  to 
4ibfai ;  end  aotfaiqg  alfaDrt  of  i^M  OMwdMated  power 
of  e  -oatiaa  caaU  have  effected  t^  graad  desigo. 

.SIGHT   OP   ILKCIIOK 

flaiirtiMM  laerived:  »T;faat4keiieht«f waliag 
ier  «lie  borough  lef  :Saltaah  isio  the  Mafror  and 
-ftecSMK^eaaeaefAhe  same,  beiof  fltembara  of  Abe 
oorpecatieo  witUa  -tba  aasse,  and  m  no  fttheia." 

Three  latan  reaolved,  **ik3im  ia  tte  hurpge- 
:M(lsrs«nly."    The^aal  taaeiAatipa  is  in  fioreur 

iUvmrnzx  'W  irvKuaa  -  noimaaHy  SS.  sotMaligr 
ibutvoe. 

ttKCiDKKfii«  oasvocaT-'tfaBJSagwr. 
P«ontfUoa-*^ohii  iBuUer,<af  Mscval,  esq. 
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^1  contention -iQ  thi^  bdrougfa'^  moretbahtwitef^ 
yesft.  The  qu^sfio'n  lias  TWeB,  Irhethet  tfce  riglft 
bf  election  <pas  in  the  'coriidration,  tidnsistin^  ^ 
twenty-eight  memb^,  'or  in  "the  frfeehfiMere  tff 
ancient  houses  or  tfheir  "sites,  held  by  ba'rgirge^ 
tennre,  of  which  thei^syethirty-itigfati'ailillin  tX 
'Miich  are  thfe  pfd()er(y  of  jt)hn  Bulttr,  ^.,  '«f 
MoiVal,  in  thlscSoKhty. 

This  qui^stion  ha^  bebh  seiFfeh  tiidesconteijt^'aft 
di6Krent  elections,  anil  hKOght  to1sSlile'hy'<»ib'- 
itaijte^  of  Jhe'Hohse  of  CbmmoilS'slneelfhe  )»»• 
ihg  'tif  the  Gteiiville  Adt.  The  detiWihstlMo* 
were,  in  the  three  'Btrt,  feVoUriWe'to  thb  (ioi^o- 
Midh;  but  the  fonrthd'edifed  tUc  ii^  to  1«e  in 
ihe  burga^-hblU^n.  Thts  't>Md(it!etl  lan  o«btlr- 
'iente  which,'in6ie  strbtfgly'^hffn'ariy'hypotlieti^A 
argument,' ihiJstcoirvilice  ihe  mind,  ^?fat  the'p^e- 
^t 'system' ofrepfes^ntatfon' imJst  ttniaintrteoto- 
-plete  tihtil  Its  innumei'aUe  ttitlefficti6ils'iite  foiuM 
io  yield  to  a'tadicalfeftrtn.  Tile  IBght  !Bn. 
<!hartes-'Jeiiliins6liaird  ChirlSs  'AThHer  TtWe'tt 
■kiirtied  fjy'the  corpt>ration  'at  the  getieMl'tft^tidn 
in  1785,  'and  Yfesoited'  fay's'  ct^inittee,  dta  Monday, 
'the^jib  of  April,  i7^3,'tobeduly'^«cted.  'A 
Tscancy  ha^pefned  1n'ttct6b'er,  i786,  by  Mr.'J6n- 
'kinson  being  crefitAi''a  peer,  when 'the' feirl'^f 
lAomingtoD  was  iretnrliM  by'  th^  corpbtatidh  in 
his  ri>om;  and  Mr.'Lemon'pitftiollM  JijaRlir'tK^ 
iaid  tetum,  in  th^  tfghf  of  the  WitgJige^holdSls. 
The  ctfnhnitteeappolntM  to  try  the'iheritaof  (he 
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petition  met  on  the  Sjtb  April,  17S7,  and,  on  the 
6th  of  May  following,  reported  to  the  House,  that 
Mr.  LemoQ  was  duly  elected.  Thus  two  members 
were  sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons  at  the 
same  time  for  the  same  borough,  upon  the  right 
of  different  descriptions  of  electors,  who  bad  eaeb 
of  them  been  deemed  ineligible  in  the  same  Par.^ 
liament.  But  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  and 
derogatory  to  alt  principles  of  constitutional  con- 
sistency, is,  that  this  error  in  the. representation 
of  Saltash  still  remained  uncorrected.  The  coid- 
lutttees  have  three  several  times  seated  the  mem- 
bers chosen  by  the  corporation,  and  once  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  the  person  who  bad  the  suf- 
frages of  Mr.  Buller's  thirty-eight  burgage-tenures; 
but  neither  of  them  were  Bnal. 

Since  the  year  1307>  the  right,  of  election  has 
been  again  contested  on  behalf  of  the  corporation 
by  Lord  Grenviile,  and  by  Mr.  Buller  in  defence  of 
bis  thirty-eight  bui^age-holds. '  The  expense,  we 
understand,  has  exceeded  thirty  thousand  pounds. 
Three  more  petitions  have  been  tried ;  two  of  them 
were  decided  in  favour  of  the  bui^age-holdera, 
and  one  of  them  again -determined  the  right  to  be 
JD'the  corporation.  What  difficulty  can  arise  in  a 
question  of  such  little  importance  to  every  one,  ex- 
cept the  two  individual^ interested,  as  to  keep  alive 
a  dispute  for  five-and-tweoty  years,  at  an  expense 
altogether  of  above  one  hundred  thousand  pounds; 
.to  occupy  the  attention  of  no  less  than  seven  com- 
.mitteea  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  several 
weeks  each  time — not  to  examine  how  the  rights 
(tf  the  people  have  been  invaded  in  this  monopoly 
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bf  their  elective  franchise,  but  to  detefOiifjd  n htj* 
ther  thirty-eight  conleinptible  bui^age-holda,  be- 
longing to  one  man,  shall  nominate  the  two  m&Ai-i 
hers  for  Saltash,  or  whether  about  a  score  clerks 
hnd  placemen  in  Plymouth  dock-yard  shall  usurp 
a  power  to  which  neither  of  them  have  a  shadow 
of  rightt  but  which  is  inherent  intbe  whole  peopttf 
of  Great  Britain? 

Four  of  these  coQimitteES  have  decided  ihtft  thd 
right  is  in  the  corporation,  and  three  others  that  it 
is  in  the  bui^age- holders;  but  the  last  determina- 
tion, being  upon  appeal  under  the  amended  Gren-^ 
ville  Act,  19  fioah 

This  horough  is  involved  in  the  same  difilcut* 
ties  and  obscurities  as  most  other  boroughs  in  the 
kingdom.  Having  destroyed  that  simple  but  general 
right  of  all  tithings,whicl)  were  originally  boroughs, 
havingasharein  the  legislature;  charters  have  been 
made  by  sucffeeding  kibgs,  accbrdlilg  to  their  se- 
parate  views  and  interests,  so  as  to  have  destroyed 
even  the  tenor  and  principle  of  each  other.  The 
eodeavour  to  limit  a  privilege,  which,  by  nature 
and  justice,  was,  and  should  he,  a  common  inhe- 
ritance, has  involved  the  municipal  Constitution 
of  our  boroughs  in  absurd  perplexities,  as  well  as 
exposed  them  to  arbitrary  encroachments.  Saltash 
was  chartered  ds  a  borough  so  early  as  Henry  IV. 
by  its  lord  Reginald  Valletort,  who  was  lord  of  the 
house  of  Trematon,  within  which  Saltash  is  situ- 
ated. A  second  charter  was  granted  by  Richard 
11.,  a  third  by  Elizabeth,  in  which  were  recited 
the  two  former  J  and  two  others,  which  wefie 
granted  by  Henry  IV.  and  Henry  Vl.II, :  in  these 
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vmm  granted  tbe  town  with  all  its  members  ind 
sppurteaaoces,  tbe  ferry  of  the  river,  rents  of  as- 
Bize,  tolls,  &c.,  and  to  be  yielded  to  ber  bein  and 
Vucc^sora,  Dukes  of  Cornwall,  for  18/.  per  an- 
nuin,  as  a  fee-faroi  rent :  **  And, that  there  sboald 
"  be  in  the  aame  borough  two  burgesses,  of  die 
*'  parliafflent ;  and  the  mayor  and  free  burgesses 
*'  for  the  time  being,  as  often  as  a  parliament 
"  should  be  summoDed,  should  have  power  and 
**  authority  to  choose  two  discreet  and  honest  men 
"  to  be  burgesses  of  the  parliament  for  the  same 
"  borough."  This  charter  of  Elizabeth  was  sorren- 
dered  to  Charles  11.  Jan.  1683-3,  who,  in  con- 
sequence, granted  another  to  tbem,  dated  97  No- 
vember, 1683,  which  entirely  changed  their  con- 
stitution. 


ST.  MICHAEL'S,  aUtu  MITCHELL'S. 

cuew,  St.  Miobaxl's  is  a  borough  situated  in  the 

waiu't  piu^'hes  ofNewlin  and  St.  Enodcr,  Cornwall,  9A> 

Notiiii,  niles  from  London  ;  cootsiniog  about  90-  houaw 

iss."'*'  *Md  160  iohabiUnls. 

B-EPaBSENTATITE   ■ISJTOBY. 

This  pkee  was  first  anmaBoned  to  send  mem. 
hers  to  P&rliMnent  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward 
VL,  and  baa  continued  to  do  so,  as  Dr.  Wiltis 
writes,  to  this  time. 

Petitions,  &c. — May  si,  1693.  On  a  report 
from  tbe  committee  for  elections,  retanu,  and  pri- 
Til^es,  for  this  borough — 
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duly  elected/' 
"  Tlwt  Mr.  C(Hw««b  IN  duly  fleeted,  mi  Well 

April  H,  lG¥>-  RawUed  ;  "  TM  Mr-C<JHPt« 
119  and  Mr.  Chftdw^H  3W  duly  el«eted,  and  w*W 
returoed,  and  are  fit  members  to  sit  in  the  Ht^Ki" 

M«y  $•  \6&},  Or  a  rfpprt  froiQ  tit?  comouttee 
ftf  privii«g«s,  &c.  That  Tbewwi  Caxev  a»d  B*- 
i>«ag4  yioeb  «rf  reamed  hy  th«  propv  c^cec. 
Resolved :  "  That  Thomas  Carew  aod  Het^fig^ 
Fiocb,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected." 

May  1 1 ,  iSm.  Xlw  Houff^  fikd^ng  that  Charlea, 
l/)Fd  Fawbaw.  hiH^fOM  for  tbU  ho<«Mgh,  had  ab- 
sented himself  from  the  s^r^i^e  pf  thiy  Houw« 
QjtdaM;  "  That  Cbsr\^».  I^w4  Fanihav,  b?  sum* 
Bwoed  to  attend  tbh  Hmss  oa  Mow^ay  ve^t." 

—  I8tb,  Kevplv^d :  '*  That  hard  Fawhaw  U 
dUchfurged  fraqa  bain(r  4  nwibfr  4^  tbi9  H'>«a« /' 

June  SO,  16S9.  A  petition  of  Humphrey  Court- 
D«y»  «sq<  Fie^itfsi;  Clitules  Fansbaw*  e*q.»  towAii^ 
tU«  election  of  a  bui^eos  for  this  borotigb,  but  th» 
petitioner  nor  any  oq«  fetr  bun.  appvariog. 

Resolved :  "  Thsit  tbie  said  piHUion,  for  want  of 
proaeoution,  be  di«aiMed." 

Oet.  S3.  A  petitjcw  of  Hvivphtey  Court«^» 
esq.  against  the  return  of  William  Coryton,  eaq. 
by  tbe  uflder  sh^tff,  oontraiy  to  tbe  high  sheriff's 
ord». 

|>«o.  Uth.  KesolTvd:  **  That  William  Cory- 
tOA,  £«q.  ia  not  duly  «lMt«d  a  bui^ess." 

IiUkJh  S4,  IQ90.     A  pQtJtioa  of  Humphrey 

Courtney,  esq.  against  the  return  of  Anthony 
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Row,  esq.,  he  not  being  known  by  the  eiect<tn, 
but  procured  his  votes  by  bribery,  &c. 

ResoWeli :  "  That  Anthony  Row,  esq.  is  guilty 
of  bribery,  in  endeavouriag  to  be  elected  a  bur- 
gess, and  that  the  said  Anthony  Row  is  not  duly 
elected  a  burgess,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
house." 

Dec.  3, 1696.  A  petition  of  Humphrey  Court-  . 
ney,  esq.  and  Thomas  Vivian,  -esq.  against  the' 
return  of  Anthony  Row  and  Thomas  DobsoD, 
esqrs. 

No  determination. 

—  7th.  A  petition  of  Anthony  Row^  esq. 
against  the  return  of  Thomas  Vivian  and  Hum- 
phrey Courtney,  esqn. 

—  14th.  Resolved :  "  That  the  indenture  by 
which  Anthony  Row,  esq.  is  returned  is  not  duly 
affixed  to  the  writ  for  electing  members  for  the 
county  of  Cornwall,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House.** 

.  Oct.  93>  1696.  A  petition  from  Anthony  Row, 
esq.-against  the  return  of  Humphrey  Courtney,  esq. 
deceased,  and  Thomas  Vivian,  esq. 

Resolved :  "  That  Humphrey  Courtney,  esq. 
deceased,  was  not  duly  elected.  That  Anthony 
Row,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a  bu^ess  fu-  this  bo- 
pougb." 

•  Nov.  30.  Resolved :  '*  That  the  merits  of  the 
said  election  be  re-considered." 

Feb.  4,  1697-.  Resolved  :  «'  That  Humphrey 
Courtney,  esq.  was  duly  elected  a  burgess  to  serve 
in  this  Parliament  for  this  borough,  tg  which  the 
House  agreed." 
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Dec.  19,  1698.  A  petition  of  several  inhabit- 
ants of  this  borough  against  the  return  of  Sir  John 
Hawles  and  John  Fovey,  esq.  by  reason  of  divers 
ill^J  practices. 

Aiso  petitions  from  Sir  Richard  Blackbam, 
bait,  and  Anthony  Row,  «q.  to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  27.  1699.  A  petition  of  Anthony  Row, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Hawles. 

Mo  determinatioa. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Charles  Blackham  against  the 
return  of  Sir  John  Hawles  and  John  Povey,  esq. 

No  determination. 

The  House  being  informed  that  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Row,  esq.  touching  this  borough,  is  dif- 
ferent from  the  petition  presented  by  him  the  last 
session, 

Resolved :  "  That  the  petition^ia  not  the  same 
in  substance,  which  the  House  agreed  to :"  and 

Ordered :  *'  That  the  committee  of  privities 
and  elections  be  disofaai^ed  from  proceeding  on 
the  said  petition." 

Feb.  13,  1700.  A  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Vi- 
vian^bart.  against  the  return  of  Anthony  Row,e8q., 
he  having  been  formerly  dismissed  the  House  tor 
bribery,  &c.,  in  this  borough. 

—  17.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
borough  a^inat  the  return  of  Anthony  Row, 
esq. 

March  90.  The  House  proceeded  in  the  matter 
<^  these  petitions,  and 

Resolved :  "  That  Anthony  Row,  esq.  is  not 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 
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ReaoWed :  •'  That  Sir  Rtoliard  ViViab  is  daty 
elected  a  burgen  to  aerv*  in  ParliameBt  for  this 
bcffough." 

Jan  3,  1701.  A  petition  of  the  HoDounMe 
Philip  JBertie  end  Francis  Ptintar,  cfeq.  against 
the  retttin  of  Sir  Ricbud  Vinaa  md  Mr.  Court- 
ney. 

No  detarminati»n. 

Oct.  94,  1709.  A  petition  of  WilliauCoaftnty, 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Renatus  Bellot,  esq. 

No  determioation. 

Nov.  «t  \TQ6,  A  petition  of  Cheater  Nancev 
esq.  against  the  return  of  Sir  Williun  Hodgesi 

Jan  ]»,  1706.     Pctitioa  withdrawn. 

BItiUT  or  ELECIIOK. 

This  has  been  variously  determined.  In  the 
first  case  which  appean  upon  the  Jooraals^  the 
maasbers  were  ofaose*  hy  bulbars,  a  babk  which 
stoea  not  at  present  exist  in  the  borough.  To  this 
report  it  is  also  added,  "  the  inhabitanta  cowitt- 
scended ;"  which  proves,  that  the  right  berog  thua 
conceded  by  the  inhabitants  at  targe  in  farow  of 
the  bwrgbers,  tfaey  originally  posseased  the  priri- 
lege  ai  it  waa  anciently  by  the  inhabiMfits  of  evary 
borough  in  the  kingdom,  befeve  the  right  was  oc- 
clusively  granted  to  cities,  towns,  abd  boroughs, 
that  were  more  immediately  iu  the  interest  of 
royalty.  The  next  case,  which  was  in  1660,  the 
meeibers  were  chosen  by  two  elieort,  wha  were 
themselves  chosen  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and 
twenty-two  of  the  freemen  clkosen  by  these  two 
elizors. 
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Tkt  right  of  election  was  dmn  disputed  between 
tbem  Mid  tbc  commonalty  at  large,  which  was  de- 
cided by  the  House  in  &vour  of  the  former.  Thug 
was  the  right  of  representfttioa  id  this  boning^ 
transferred  from  the  people  to  the  lord  of  the  ma- 
nor. Another  contest  did  notarised  tweoty-nioe 
years  afterwards.  At  this  decision,  the  rights  of 
the  people  seemed  to  hare  been  so  little  andob 
stood,  that  neither  the  lord  of  the  manor,  nor  the 
commonalty,  appear  to  have  asserted  the  least 
claim  to  the  privil^e.  The  dispute  at  this  eon- 
test,  in  1689*  was  bet«een  the  inhabitants  paying 
scot  and  lot  and  the  housekeepers  at  lai^e.  The 
determination  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  en- 
tirely different  from  what  they  had  before  deter-' 
mined  in  1660 :  for  now  they,  on  the  liith  of  De- 
cember, 1689, 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  ri^  of  election  of  bw- 
gesses  to  snve  in  Psrlteaent  for  Che  said  borough 
(Mitchel  in  com.  comuh.J  is  in  the  lords  of  tbe 
borough,  who  aie  liable  to  be  chosen  portrevaa 
thereof,  and  in  the  faousekeepen  of  the  same  nat 
.   receiving  alms." 

Dec.  19,  1690,  the  same  resolutioo  was  agrmd 
to  by  both  parties. 

March  90,  1700.  Resolved:  "That  the.  right 
of  election  of  members  to  serve  ia  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  St.  Michael**,  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall  is  in  the  portieres,  and  lords  of  the 
■umor,  who  are  capable  of  being  porti«ves,  Md 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  payii^  icot 
and  lot." 

The  coBititutioa  oi  St.  Mic}uKifs  is  that  of  a 
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fliiperiorbr  high  lord,  and' Bve  mesne  or  deputy- 
lords,  who  hold  of  hiiri!  the  portreve,  who'  pre- 
sides In  the  borough;  is  one  of  the  deputy  lords; 
anouaUy  chosen  to  that  office  at  the  court-Ieet  of 
the  high  lord.  Although  the  words  freemen  and 
commonalty  are  used  in  the  first  rpsolulion,  yet 
St.  Michael's,  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been,  a  corpo-. 
ration.  ' 

Number  or  yoters— !8, 
■     Rkturkikg  OFFICER — the  PoTtrevc. 

FsopRiETORS--Lord  Viscount  Falmouth  and 
Sir  Christopher  Hawkins,  bart. 


POLITICAL    CHARACXER. 

This  borough  was  the  joint  property  of  Lord 
Viscount  Falmouth  and  Sir  Francis  Basset,  be- 
tween whom  a  strong  contest  Ibrsuperiority  arose 
at  the  general  election  in  l/S-l.  At  this  contest, 
David  Howell,  esq.  and  Uoger  Wijbraham,  esq. 
were  candidates,  on  the  interest  of  Sir  Francis  Bas- 
set; and  Christopher  Hawkins,  esq.  and  Mr.  Bo»- 
cowen,  on  that  of  Lord  Falmouth.  The  numbers 
OD  the  poll  were: 

David  Howell,  esq 97 

Rc^er  Wilbroham,  esq.  ...91 
Christopher  Hawkins,  esq.  91 

Mr.  Boscawen 1 .5 

A  committee  was  however  chosen,  on  the  13th 
of  June  following,  to  try  the  merits  of  this  double 
return,  which  was  made  in  consequence  of  the 
equality  of  numbers  polled  for  Mr.  Wilbraliam  and 
Mr.  Hawkins,    The  counsel  for  the  former  strove 
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very  hard  to  invalidate  the  election  of  the  latter, 
on  the  plea  of  bribery  committed  by  Mr.  Curgen> 
vt:n,  steward  to  Lord  Falmouth.  It  was  stated, 
that  Mr.  Curgenven  resided  with  Mr.  Hawkins, 
io  the  house  of  one  of  bis  lordship's  ^eats,  during 
the  election;  and  it  was  proved  that  they  cui- 
vassed  the  borough  together,  and  that  Cu^eDveu 
asked  the  vote  of  one  of  the  witnesses  for  Mr. 
Hawkins  in  his  presence,  and  jointly  with  him. 
The  committee  were  however  of  an  opinion,  that 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Cui^^Dveo  was  Dot  sufficiently 
proved  to  adroit  this  evidence  of  bribery  (being  a 
plea  to  invalidate  the  election  of  Mr.  Hawkins.) 
Being  therefore  relieved  from  this  accusation,  his 
counsel  proposed,  to  strike  off  four  votes  from  the 
poll  of  Mr.  Wilbraham,  which  had  been  admitted 
by  the  returning  officer,  and  to  add  one  to  that  of 
Mr.  Hawkins,  which  bad,  by  the  tame  authority, 
been  rejected. 

.  Upon  the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  this 
proposition,  the  committee  decided,  "  That  Mr. 
Hawkins  was  duly  elected." 

Since  the  above  determination,  Sir  Cfariatopbo' 
Hnwkins  has  purchased  Sir  Francis  Basset's  pro- 
perty. Sir  Francis  has  been  created  a  peer  by  the 
title  of  Lord  de  DunstanviUe,  and  this  wrete bed 
borough  is  become  the  joint  proper^  of  Lord 
Fahnouih  and  Sir  Christopher  Hawkins^  (tf  whom 
£acfa  sends  a  member. 
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HELSTON,  OR  HELLESTON. 

HsLSTon,  n  a  borough  and  market-town  iu 
tiM  hundred  of  Kerriar,  Cornwatl,  nine  miles  and 
a  balf  from  Peniyn,  and  976  ftom  London,  on  the 
rirer  Looe ;  coDtainin|  SOI  bouRs  and  9,348  ia* 
habitants,  viz.  978  males  and  1,370  fem&Iea,  of 
whom  415  were  r(>tunied  m  employed  in  trade  and 
noaufacture.  It  has  a  market  on  Saturday,  and 
its  fairs  are  iStb  March,  90tfa  July,  9tfa  Soptember, 
8th  NevemSer,  the  second  Stturday  beTore  St. 
TboDias's  day,  the  Satunlays  before  Mid-lent  and 
Palm  Sunday,  and  on  Wbit-Mooday. 

KBPKE8EVTATIVE  HISTOfiT. 

H«kAoBe  is  part  of  the  royal  detnesn«,  and  is  so 
called  in  Doomsday  Book.  The  townsmen  held 
it  tiif  the  kings  of  England,  under  a  quit-rent  of 
i3t  6t.  ed.,  wkidi  tbey  pay  for  the  toll,  mills, 
and  33  acres  of  land  adjoining :  this  was  granted 
in  Vee-fimn,  by  the  charter  of  King  John,  a.  d. 
1900,  of  whom,  far  40  marks  and  a  palfrey,  they 
pafchased  the  liberty  of  buildiog  a  guild,  of  paying 
no  t«il  but  lA  the  city  of  London,  of  being  im- 
pleaded no  where  but  in  their  own  borough,  and 
of  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  burgesses  of 
Launceston  Castle.  Their  £airs  and  markets  were 
also  granted  them  by  the  same  king.  Though 
this  is  BO  ancient  a  borough,  it  was  not  incorpo- 
rated until  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who,  by 
charter,  appointed  it  to  be  governed  by  a  mayor 
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«nd  faul-  iMeraiCn ;  these  last  were  to  bb  Of  the 
commoB-council,  and  ire  to  choose  94  assistant*. 
This  charter  was  confirnted  by  ChaHet  I.,  wfcd 
thrthet  granted,  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being 
shoo  Id  he  recorder,  and  that  the  preceding  mayor 
should  have  power  to  act  as  a  justice  of  the  peaee 
within  the  borou§^,  and  keep  a  ijuarter-eessioa*. 
The  maoor  belong*  to  the  Dikes  of  Corawall ; 
and  Helston  is  one  of  the  four  stannaries  or  cbin- 
age  towns. 

This  borough  sent  representatives  to  Parliament  c-*^>  f- 
fvaai  the  S6th  of  Edward  I.,  who  were  chosen  in    J^ 
the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  by  all  the  buiii'esseSk  ^  »&• ' 
After  this  Ire  meet  with  do  memorandutns  relating 
to  it,  until  after  thereatoration  of  King  Charles  the 
Second. 

Pbtitioks,  &c.<— May  5,  16()0.  A  report  from 
the  committee  of  privities  and  elections  for  this 
hoTougb  stated,  that  Alexander  Penthiiltek,  and 
Anthony  Rowse,  eaqn.  were  returned  in  two 
several  iiNkcvtuRS,  aad  that  in  their  opinion  th^ 
-ot^fat  to  sit. 

June  97.  Resolved  :  "  That  the  MJd«)ection 
ia  void,  to  which  the  House  agrced,  and  %  MW 
writ  waa  ordered." 

April  S,  1690.     A  petition  of  Richard  HoUyn 
against  iht  mayor  of  this  baroi^h,  for  refuaing  to 
accept  the  indertisre  aigoad  by  the  eieotora. 
No  determination. 

April  30,  1714.     A  petition  of  Samiel  Eauys, 
esq.,  against  the  nbmn  of  Thomas  Tonkm,  esq. 
June  16.     Petition  withdrawn. 
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Pari.  14.  FraDcis  Cockayne  Cust  and  Philip 
Yorke,  esqrs.,  and  several  freemeo,  petitioned. 
The  chairman  of  the  committeereportedt  that  Mr. 
Cust  and  Mr.  Yorke  were  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and  Mr.  Owen  were 
not  duly  elected.     March  14,  177^. 

Pari.  16.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  re- 
ported, that  Philip  Yorke  and  Jocelyn  Deane, 
eeqrs.  were  duly  elected,  and  that  Lord  Hyde  end 
William  Evelyn,  esq.  were  not  duty  elected. 
Feb.  19,  1781. 

Pari.  17.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  re- 
ported, that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  hart.,  and  Stephen 
Lushiiiglon,  esq.,  were  duly  elected,  and  that 
James  Bland  Burgess  and  Charles  Abbot,  esqrs.* 
were  not  duly  elected.     December  22,  1790. 

A  REMABKABLE  CASE. 

In  the  above  mentioned  charter  of  Elizabeth, 
the  freemen  were  to  be  elected  out  of  the  iohabit- 
ants,-by  (he  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty,  or 
the  major  part  of  them;  the  aldermen,  out  of  the 
freemen ;  and  the  mayor  by  the  freemen,  out  of 
ti^o  aldermen  nominated  by  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men. Commonalty,  in  this  bcoough,  has  been 
understood  to  mean  freemen  eniy;  and  there  being 
no  determination  of  the  House  respecting  the 
right  of  voting,  it  has  ever  been  assumed  by  the 
corporation. 

In  the  same  manner  as  we  have  seen  the  aristo- 
cracy improve  every  opportunity  of  limiting  the 
rights  of  the  people,  or  the  opulent  and  powerful 
few  usurp  the  powers  of  the  many,  we  see  the 
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little  petty  aristocracy  of  a  mayor  a«d  four  alder-, 
men,  in  this  borough,  after  limiting  the  extensive 
term  commonalttf  to  the  meaning  of  freemen  ooly^ 
appropriate  to  themselves  even  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges vested  by  the  express  words  of  the  charter 
in  the  latter ;  for,  almost  ever  since  the  charter  of 
Elizabeth  passed,  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  not-' 
withstanding  the  provision  therein  made,  assumed 
to  themselves,  and  exercised,  the  exclusive  power 
of  electing  freemen,  to  the  entire  disfiranchisement 
of  the  rest  of  the  Ireemen  and  commonalty. 

This  usurpation  of  privilege  was  attacked,  in 
1769,  by  two  informations,  in  the  nature  of  quo 
warranto,  exhibited  in  the  court  of  King's  Beach 
against  several  persons  of  this  borough,  to  know 
by  what  authority  they  wer«  fireemen,  having  been 
elected  without  the  concurrence  of  the.  com- 
monalty. The  issue  of  these  informations  was  not 
only  fatal  to  the  freemen  so  created,  but  Boally  to 
tbe  corporation  itself.  The  court  of  King's  Bench 
having  pronounced  judgment  of  ouster  against 
them,  writs  of  error  were  brought  in  the  House 
of  Lords  against  it,  where  it  was  determined, 
*'  That  the  election  of  fi«emen  could  not  be  exer* 
cised  by  tbe  mayor  and  aldermen,  exclusively  of  . 
the  commonalty."  The  judgment  of  the  King's 
Bench  was  therefore  affirmed. 

By  the  statute  9  Anne,  chap  SO,  sect.  Jv.  a  dis- 
cretionary power  is  vested  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  to  permit  informations,  in  the  nature  of 
quo  warranto,  by  tbe  officer  of  the  court,  at  tbe 
instance  of  private  prosecutors.  About  thirty 
.  years  since,  the  court  ^ught  proper  to  estaUisli 
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atuletogukle  Urair  decUioQ,  by  resoWuig  iicr«r 
to  grant  ioformatKtw  agaiDsC  any  corpgvator  trAa 
^t(  poiMaud  lit  froMtkiu  tveutjf  jfeau  qv  t^' 

Two  of  tb«  aldcrmon  aod  eight  of  the  freemen 
bavivg  poucssioa  tweoty  yean,  the  court  in  com* 
ptiance  would  not  grant  iDlormatioos  against  then; 
for  tbey  were  «Jl  freeoi«n  4t/tuto,  allhov^h  electei} 
accordiog  to  UMge  son  determiaed  to  be  itlegftl* 

An  informatiQD  waa  exhibited  agaioat  Ricfaai4 
Johas*  the  other  aLd»n»a,  ^  usurping  the  oQic^ 
of  mayor. 

Such  b«iDg  tbe  Btate  of  the  borough,  a  petitioa 
WW  presented  to  the  kiog  in  council,  ia  Novembert 
\77$t  from  aoveral  merchants*  tradesmeut  free- 
holders, aod  inhabitants  of  Helstoa,  in  which 
T.  Glynn  and  T.  Willis,  two  of  the  ten  remaining 
corporators,  joined.  Tbey  stated  the  two  charters, 
aad  the  facta  above  mentioned*  and  alleged  that 
the  corporation  was  totally  dissolved ;  praying 
theretore  such  relief  as  should  be  thought  ezpe* 
dicut. 

This  petition  being  referred  to  a  committee  of 
the  privy-council,  and  aflerwanis  to  the  attorney 
and  solicitor  generals,  December  19,  1779,  it  ww 
•tteeckd  by  counsel,  both  on  the  part  of  the  peti* 
tioners,  and  on  behalf  of  the  major  part  of  the  sub* 
sisting  corporators,  who  had  entered  a  cavtat 
■gainst  ibe  petition.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  thqy 
gave  their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  inexpedient 
to  advise  the  king  to  conider  die  corporatioQ  i» 
dissolved,  or  to  grant  a  new  cbftfler,  while  a  com- 
petent number  of  freemen  held  their  places  in  &ct. 
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«a<l  uDquestio&ed  by  «ny  judicial  pieQcem,  qvd 
while  it  remained  in  Bospease  in  a  court  of  jus^ 
tice,  wfaether  the  corpontioa  might  not  contiDu* 
itself  by  course  of  law. 

Afterwards*  io  Eastei-term,  1773,  the  caiue  al- 
luded to  waft  decided,  aod  judguieot  given  f^aiiut 
Richard  Johua ;  and  in  the  month  of  June,  of  the 
•arae  year,  Hugh  Rogers,  the  other  aldemuuit 
died. 

The  corporatioa  then  constated  of  only  one 
•Idenaaa  and  eight  fteeoieo,  aod  there  was  no 
mayor.  0»  this  change  of  circuqutaBces,  the 
agent  of  those  who  had  petitioned,  November, 
1773,  presented  to  the  lords  of  the  comtntttee,  « 
new  petition,  iMatiog  the  alterations,  aikd  that  he 
was  advised,  that  As  carperalion  wu»  totally  and 
lAtoiuttiy  lUnoived^  and  incapable  of  preeerving  or 
ee«tiDuing  itself,  and  could  never  bererived  or  re- 
gain a  legal  existence,  unless  the  king  should 
think  proper  to  grant  a  new  charter  of  inoorpon- 
tioa. 

iuly  3,  1773-  This  petition  was  also  referred 
to  the  attorney  and  aoltcitor'^aeral,  who  were  at- 
leaded  by.  counsel  in  ftvaur  of  the  petition,  tad 
by  soli<Htors  for  those  who  opposed  the  petitios. 

August  1,  1773.  They  reported  the  state  in 
which  the  corporation  w&sat  that  time,  they  were 
of  opinion,  that  it  couldlio  loager  continue  itadf^ 
and  that  it  would  be  prc^r  to  advise  the  king  to 
grant  a  new  charter. 

Upon  this  report,  the  agent  for  those  who  soli- 
cited a  new  charter  presented  another  petitioo  to 
the  king  in  council,  prajnng,  on  their  beball^that 
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certain  alterations*  from  the  charfet  of  Elizabeth^ 
stated  ih  a  paper  ann€xed  to  the  petition,  mfght 
be  introduced  into  tbe  new  charter. 

Id  Nov.  1773,  a  petition- was  presented  frorii  ?6 
inhabitants,  praying  their  names  might  be  inserted 
&B  members  of  the  corporation  in  the  new  charter^ 

Another  petition  was,  at  the  same  lime,  pre* 
sented  from  seven  corporators,  who  atone  were 
then  remaining,  also  one  by  Mathew  Wills,  in  be- 
half of  himaelf  and  the  rest;  setting  forth  that  pro- 
ceedine;s  to  obtain  a  new  charter  tended  to  injure 
the  rights  of  the  corporation,  and,  therefore,  pny* 
ing  they  might  be  beard,'  by  their  counsel,  against 
the  petition  for  the  new  charter. 

Nov.  19,  177d.  These  two  last  petitions  wettt 
referred  to  a  committee  of  priry-cotincil. 

On  Jan.  17,  1774,  the  attorney  and  solicitor^ 
general,  after  counsel  had  been  heard  on  both 
sides,  reported,  that  it  would  be  expedient  und 
just  for  his  m^esty  to  grant  a  new  charter  on  the 
general  plan  of  that  of  Elizabeth,  but  with  some  of 
the  additions  and  variations  which  had  been  pro- 
posed. The  proposed  alterations,  of  which  they 
approved,  were  stated  in  their  report ;  and  two  a>f 
them  were,  "  That  the  freemen  who,  notwith- 
standing the  charter,  had  been  excluded  from  a 
share  in  the  election  of  new  freemen,  should  be 
expressly  excluded  by-nfrcharter."  '  And, 

"  That,  by  the  cbaalv,  a  competent  number  of  ' 
fit  persons  should  be  appointed  freemen." 

*  S««  Doaglas's  Hiito^  of  Case^,  54,  where  th<  alteration 
»e  ipedfied. 
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After  3om6  further  oppogitioD  and  hearings,  the 
charter  was  granted,  and  bears  date  Sept.  3.  1774-. 

In  the  recital  it  is  said,  *'  That  the  corporation 
*'  it  now  iri  danger  of  being  dittoived,  and  incap- 
<•  ahteof  contibuing  itself,  or  of  exercising  ahd  en-. 
"joying  any  of  its  liberties  and  franchises;"  and 
this  expression  was  substituted  in  place  of  words 
importmg  that  It  was  dissolved,  in  consequence  of 
the  arguments  of  counsel. 
'  A  mayor,  foui*  aldermen,  and  thirty-one  free- 
men, inchiding  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  were  ap- 
pointed nominalim,  by  this  ch^er.  Richard 
Johns  was  made  an  alderman ;  and  the  other  seven 
remaibing  corporators  of  the  old  body  were  ap- 
pointed among  the  new  freemen. 

This  charter  was  accepted  by  those  who  were 
named,  except  the  six  old  corporators,  who  had 
petitioned  against  the  charter  being  granted,  while 
those  who  accepted  the  charter,  took  their  oaths 
and  offices;  The  six,  who  rejected  it,  read  a  pro- 
test  against  the  charter,  and  refused  to  act  under 
it:  Ibey  refused  likewise  attending  at  the  ensuing 
election  of  the  mayor ;  which  office  Mr:  Rogers 
was  chosen  to  fill  on  September  25.  A  general 
election  approaching,  the  prScepl  for  electing 
members  for  this  borough  was  sent  by  the'  sheriif 
to  Mr.  Rogers^  who  gave  notice  that  the  election 
would  be  on  the  llth  of  October. 

On  the  day  of  election,  all  the  members  of  the 
new  corporation,  but  the  six  who  had  refused  the 
charter,  voted  for  the  two  sitting  members.  These 
six  protested  against  the  legality  of  Rogers  acting, 
as  presiding  officer,  and  gave  tlit;ir  votes  at  /i^Vpull 
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for  Mr.  Yorke  ond  Mr.  Cust.  They  afterwards 
proceeded  by  themselves  to  make  an  eleotion  of 
these  two  g«ntleiD«ii.  Richard  Johns  act«d  a»  poe- 
sidiog;  officer,  and  made  aretiiro,  which  wasd^livw- 
ed  to  the  sfaeriS'.  Rogers  also  made  a  retqra  of  the 
sitting  members,  which  he  ansexed  to  the  preoept, 
and  delivered  to  the  sheriff.  Johns's  return  was  fint 
received  by  the  sheriff,  who,  advised  by  Mr.  Ser-t 
geant  Davy  and  Mr.  BitUer,  annexed  the  return 
made  by  Rogers  to  the  writ,  and  sent  it  by  bis 
agent  to  the  clerk  of  the  orown  :  he  abo  sent  him 
the  other  return  by  hu  agent,  but  not  annexed  to 
the  vrit.  When  the  last-men tiooed  return  was 
tefldo^d  to  the  «lerk  of  the  crown,  be  said  he 
could  not  receive  it,  m  it  was  not  annexed  to 
the  writ.  It  was  acconlingly  rejected,  and  sent 
back  to  Cornwall,  but  was  produced  by  the 
under-sheriff  at  the  trial  before  the  committee ; 
where 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  contended,— ^ 
Ist.Thattbenewobarterwe^  void,  and  that  the  only 
persons  who  had  a  right  to  elect  members  of  Parlin- 
ment  tor  HelleatoQ,  w«k  the  subsisting  freemen 
under  the  old  charter. 

S.  That  if  the  charter  was  valid,  atill  the  free- 
men appointed  by  it  not  having  been  in  pos«easjo» 
of  their  ftancbtae  a  year  before  the  election,  they 
were,  by  the  statytfi  of  the  3d  of  tbe  preaeat  king, 
cap,  15,  incapable  of  voting  at  the  last  oLsction  ; 
and  therefore  the  only  oompeteot  eloctort.  at  that 
time*  were  the  subsiating  noivbers  of  the  old  cor- 
poration. 

They  supported  these  poaitioiis  by  a  variety  a£ 
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argnments  aod  refemncea  to  the  cases  of  Bewdley, 
Durham,  Plymptoa,  and  Colchester.* 

From  these  cases,  the  coonsel  said  that  it  ap< 
petm,  from  principle  and  precedent,  that  the  old 
corporation  esitled  wb«D  the  new  ebsrter  waa 
tendered  ;  that  if  there  never  had  been  a  new 
charter,  the  old  eorpcrat<H3  bad  a  right  to  choose 
the  representatives  for  the  borough  ;  that  the  new 
charter  having  been  rejected,  it  is  to  be  conudeted 
as  void,  and  as  if  it  bad  never  existed. 

Bui  if  this  doctrine  had  not  been  so  clear  m  it 
bad  beMi  shewn  to  be,  still 

The  new  corporators  could  not  vote  at  the  iast 
election;  having  been  made  freemen  within  the 
year.— By  the  statute9Geo.III.it  is  enacted, 
**Th«t  no  person  whatsoever  claiming,  as  a  free- 
"  man,  to  vote  at  any  election  of  members  to  serve 
**  in  Parliament  for  any  city,  town,  port,  or  bo- 
"  rough,  in  England,  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Ber* 
**  wiek  upon  Tweed,  where  auch  voter's  right  of 
**  voting  is  as  a  freeman  only,  shall  be  admitted  to 
*^  give  bis  vote  at  such  elections,  unless  such  per- 
*'  son  shall  have  been  admitted  to  the  freedom  f^ 
*'  auoh  city,  town,  port,  or  borough,  twelve  ca- 
■*  lendar  months  before  the  first  day  of  such  elec* 
«  tion." 

The  counsel  obaerved,  that  the  present  case  was 
both  within  the  w(»ds  a»d  the  spirit  of  the  sta- 
tute: he  stated,  that  if  this  act  were  only  to  ex- 
tend to  the  ftcemcB,  not  admitted  to  their  freedom 

*  These  cues  are  brieflr  stated  in  our  account  of  A>e  Borou^f 
iwp«etWe)f, 

MS 
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above  a  year,  in  a  subsisting  corporation,  the 
greater  mischief  would  still  remaio  without  re- 
medy; for  a  oiiDister  would  have  it  in  his  power 
to  elude  the  law,  by  creating  by  charter  soch  a 
number  of  freemen  as  would  suffice  to  turn  the 
election. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  stated  that,. 
1.  When  the  new  charter  passed,  tbe  old  corpora- 
tion was  totally  dissolved. 

3.  The  six  who  refused  tbe  charter  could  not 
be  congidiered  as  acting,  on  that  occasion,  in  a  cor- 
porate capacity,  but  merely  as  individuals ;  and 
therefore  their  refusal  did)  not  affect  the  validity 
of  the  charter. 

3.  The  voteaof  the  members  of  the  newcorpo-' 
ntion  were  not  affected  bv-  tbe  statute  of  George 
HI. 

A  corporation  is  a  political  person  which,  like  * 
natural  person,  is  capable  of  a  variety  of  actions:' 
it  may  renew  itself;  it  may  acquire  or  grant  lands, 
or  personal  property  ;  it  may  sue  or  be  sued,  in  a' 
court  of  law;  it  may  make  laws  and  regulations  for 
its  own  government,  &c. 

The  power  of  creating  corporations  is  in  the 
king,  by  his  prerogative  royal.  They  all  exist 
either  by  charter,  or  by  prescription,  which  pre-- 
sumea  a  charter  before  tbe  time  of  legal  memory  : 
tbey.are  created  for  the  purpose  either  of  trade,  or 
tbe  administration  of  justice. 

Every  corporation  aggregate  consists  of  cortaia 
iutregral  parts,  chalked  out  by  the  band  which 
formed  it:  ifit  ceases  to  have  the  form  given  it,  ot  if 
any  of  its  vital  parts  are  lost,  it  is  no  longer  in  tba( 
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»tate  in  which  it  was  endowed  with  iu  particular 
powers  ;  it  is  ao  longer  that  thing  on  wbich  those 
powers  wdre  conferred ;  and  therefore  it  ceases  to 
exist ! 

One  essential  attribute  of  a  corporation  is  the 
name  that  must  be  employed  in  all  acts  done  by 
the  corporation.  The  nameof  theoMcorpcn^tion 
of  Helleston  was  **  tbemayor  and  commonalty  ;" 
but,  as  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be  a  mayor,  the 
name  is  lost. 

A  corporation  can  only  act,  when  assembled  io 
a  corporate  capacity ;  and  there  can  be  do  legal 
assembly  unless  it  be  called  by  the  mayor  or  chief 
officer,  except  in  some  particular  cases  where  it  is 
otherwise  provided  by  act  of  parliament. 

If  this  corporation  had  been  possessed  of  lands 
and  ousted,  they  could  not  have  brougbt  an  action 
to  recover  them  :  if  their  tenant  were  in  arrears  for 
his  rent,  they  could  not  distrain  or  sue  for  it ;  if 
their  mace  were  taken  away,  they  could  not  main- 
tain trovtr  for  it  as  a  corporate  body,  though  the 
person  who  had  the  custody  of  it  might,  in  bis  pri- 
vate capacity,  as  an  individual. 

If  the  corporation  were  dissolved,  the  remaining 
individuals  who  bad  belonged  to  it  could  neither 
accept  nor  refuse  the  new  charter,  but  as  indivi- 
duals ;  and  the  refuaat-  by  six  of  themcanndt  in- 
clude any  body  but  themselves. 

Having  stated  these  particulars  relative  to  the 
nature  of  corporatioDS,  the  counsel  next  observed, 
that  the  eight  subsisting  corporators  were  chosen 
illegally ;  and  afterwards  replied  to  the  several 
cases  of  Bewdley^  Plympton,  £cc.  which  had  been 
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raferrcd  to  by  the  petitioniag  counsel.  He  mfefted 
to  the  caies  of  Buibury,  TireitoQ,  Carmtftbea, 
and  Maidstone,*  at  oases  in  brour  of  hia  clteota. 

He  then  concluded  with  observing  that  the  si- 
tuation of  Helston  called  for  a  ntw  charter ;  and 
the  law  officers,  iar  from  being  reprehensible,  did 
what  was  their  duty  to  do,  when  they  adviaed  ths 
crown  to  grant  It.  In  granting  it,  the  crown  pro- 
oeeded  with  the  utmost  deliberation  and  circum^ 
spection  ;  counsel  having  been  heard  no  lass  thao 
six  titnea  in  the  progress  of  the  business.  The  al- 
terationB  from  the  old  charter  are  such  as  wera 
highly  expedient;  and  that  chiefly  Of^posed,  was 
proved  to  be  coovenient,  by  the  constant  usage  of 
the  borough  ever  since  the  first  was  grantedi 

if  no  new  charter  had  been  granted,  the  old 
corporations,  mast,  at  nec€S9ii»t»,  have  clKMen  and 
returned  two  burgesBes  to  Parliament;  but,  erca 
in  that  oase,  they  could  not  have  claimed  a  legal 
title  to  vote;  for  it  is  impossible  that  men  not 
chosen  agreeably  to  the  old  constitution,  should 
have  a  legal  right  to  vote  under  it.  Their  votes 
de  facto  must  have  been  allowed,  merely  that  the 
representation  of  the  nation  in  tlie  Houee  of  Com- 
mons might  not  be  defective :  but  now  that  absur* 
dity  is  removed  by  the  new  charter. 

The  old  corporators  complain  of  that  charter 
with  an  ill  grace,  siace  they  are  all  thereby  made 
membere  of  the  new  corporation,  when  it  was  in 
the  king's  power  to  have  left  tbem  all  out  of  it.  If 
no  charter  can  be  valid  but  by  tbcir acceptance,  the 

*  Sc«  Wtat  CMea  ia  llM  UiMory  sf  the  BofMglw  rcqioetively. 
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eooaequence  will  be,  that  those  6ix  men,  and  #hen 
fivaof  them  are  dead  the  single  one  who  sut'Tives, 
will  Bend  two  members  to  Parliament ;  Auch  an 
absurdity  cannot  be  the  consequence  of  legal 
principles.* 

That  the  votes  of  members  of  the  new  corpora- 
tion were  not  affected  by  tbe  statute  3.  of  the  pre- 
•ent  king,  is  clear  from  ttie  words  of  that  statute : 
the  disqaalfflcation  created  by  it  regards  persons 
Admitted  to  their  freedom  within  the  year.  A  man 
never  Can  be  said  to  be  admitted  ioto  what  does 
not  exist.  Until  those  men  were  made  freemen 
by  the  new  charter,  the  corporation  to  which  they 
belong  bad  no  existence  t  therefore  they  cannot  be 
said  to  be  admitted  into  it. 

This  is  also  clear,  from  the  spirit  of  the  act : 
the  occasion  of  passing  it  is  well  kitown.  The  ma- 
gistratM  of  Durham  had  grossly  abused  their 
power  of  eleetiflg  and  admitting  fhwlnen,  by  pour- 
iag  in  600  during  an  election  for  members  of 
Parliament.  Tlie  legislature  intended  to  prevent 
sueh  abuses  for  the  future ;  but  there  was  no  com- 
plaintatthat  time  for  any  abuse  of  the  prerogative, 
id  creating  freemen  to  serve  election  purposes.  It 
iA  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  Parliament  eVer 
had  any  view  to  f^e^men  or^afsd  by  chartir. 

What  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  con- 
stroctioB  of  the  statute,  insisted  upon  on  the  part 
of  tbe  petitioners  ?  Let  us  suppose  the  new  charter 

*  If  It  be  a  le^I  abBardity  for  one  peison  to  send  tno  mem- 
bM  to  Puliament,  hott  came  Done  pAekii^toA  to  tend  two 
neBbeii  fer  AyleAaiy  i 
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to  be  void,  and  the  sole  survivor  of  the  old  corpo- 
rators to  die  within  a  year  before  an  election  ;  will 
it  be.contended  that,  in  such  a  case,  there  could  be 
po  members  of  Parliament  chosen  for  Helston 
under  any  new  charter  the  king  could  possibly 
grant? 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  in  reply,  stated 
that  to  contend  that  the  eight  subsisting  members 
of  the  old  corporations  were  incapable  of  giving 
legal  votes,  was  to  say,  that  since  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  no  man  has  either  giveu  a  legal  vote, 
orbeeo  legally  elected  for  the  borough  of  Hebton, 
because,  since  that  time,  there  have  been  no  fpee- 
men  who  had  any  other  title  but  what  they  have 
to  their  franchise. 

The  counsel  then  observed,  there  had  been  .no 
judgment  of  law  against  them ;  and  the  house  al-. 
ways  inquires  whether  the  title  of  such  voters  hu 
been  questioned  at  law:  if  not,  they  never  suffered 
such  an  impeachment  against  voters,  in  the  open 
avowed  possession  of  franchise.  A  reply  was 
made  to  the  cases  of  Colchester,  &c.  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  the  opposite  counsel. 

It  was  next  stated,  that  the  purpose  of  appoint- 
ingthe  new  corporators  by  name,  could  have  been 
no  other  than  to  take  them  out  of  the  operation  of 
the  statute  of  Geotge  HI.  But  for  the  reasons 
already  giv^n,  they  were  still  witliin  the  meaning 
and  spirit  of  that  statute.  A  certain  proof  that  the 
word  **  admitted"  is  not  there  used  in  a  technical 
sense,  is  this  ;  that,  in  the  very  same  sentence, 
the  same  word  is  used  with  regard  to  persqns  ad- 
mitted  to  vote  at  an  election.    ■'*.  No  freemen  shall 
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he  admitted  to  vote  at  an  election,"  &c.  If  the 
legislature  had  in  that  statute  affixed  any  strict 
technical  idea  to  the  word,  they  would  not,  in  the 
same  breath,  have  used  it  both  in  itst^c/mtco/and 
popular  Sense.  He  concluded,  by  stating,  in 
what  the  case  of  Caermarthen  was  not  in  point. 

The  counsel  on  both  sides  having  finished  their 
pleadings — 

On  Tuesday,  March  1 4,  the  committee,  by  their 
efaairmaD,  informed  the  House,  that  they  had  de- 
termined, 

That  Philip  Yorke,  esq.  and  Francis  Cust,  esq., 
were  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turned. 

Accordingly,  the  order  was  made  which  is' 
usual  in  cases  of  a  single  return,  when  the  deter- 
mination is  in  favour  of  the  petitioners,  viz. 

"  Ordered, — That  thedeputyclerk  of  the  crown 
"  do  attend  this  House  (to-morrow  morning),  with 
"  the  last  return  for  the  borough  of  Helston,  in 
*'  the  county  of  Cornwall ;  and  amend  the  same, 
"  by  erasing  out  the  names  of  the  Right  Hon. 
"  Francis  Godolphin  Osborne,  commonly  called- 
"  Marquis  of  Caermarthen,  and  Francis  Owen, 
**  esq.,  and  inserting  the  names  of  Philip  Yorke, 
*'  and  Francis  Cust,  esq.,  instead  thereof."* 

But  the  next  day,  when  the  deputy-clerk  of  the 
crown  attended,  according  to  the  above  order,  Sir 
John  Hynde  Cotton,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, acquainted  the  House,  that  the  retom 
upon  which  they  had  determined  was  not  that 

«  Vvtea,  p.  366. 
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then  tb  the  bafitk  of  the  clerk  of  the  Crowo,  but 
WIS  an  indeotUTe  of  returo  executed  by  Richard 
Jobns,  alderman  of  the  toid  borough,  Aod  sereml 
other  persons ;  aad  which  had  beea  produced  to 
the  committee  by  the  BherifiTof  the  county.  He 
then  delivered  Johns't  return  in  at  the  table ;  and 
the  order  for  altering  the  other  being  discfaai^ed, 
a  new  order  was  made. 

"  That  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  do  amend 
"  the  said  return,  by  takibg  off  the  file  the  inden* 
*'  ture  of  returns  annexed  to  the  writ  for  the. 
"  county  of  Cornwall ;  and  by  annexing  thereto 
"the  indenture  of  return,  executed  by  tbeeaid 
"  Richard  Johns,  and  others,  and  now  delivered  in. 
"  at  the  table." 

Aad  this  wae  done  accordingly.* 

Case  or  the  DOubLS  ketdrn  ^ob  this 
BORousH.  The  petitions  of  the  electors  allied 
the  same  as  the  respective  raembera  returiud. 
They  were  to  the  following  purports 

That  the  Rev.  John  Pasmore,  mayor,  and  se- 
veral freemeD  of  the  borough,  had  voted  for  and 
chosen,  by  a  great  majority,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott* 
bart.,  and  Stephen  Lushington,  ew).,aB  memberft,to 
serve  the  borough  of  Uekton  in  Parliament.  That 
one  Richard  Penfaall  took  upon  himaelf  to  vote 
lor,  and  elect,  James  Bland  Buigess,  and  Charles 
Abbott ;  and  had,  without  way  lawful  authority, 
returDcd  the  said  persons,  although  no  other  hut 
the  said  Peahall  had  toted  for  the  said  James 
Bland  Bui%tm,  m4  Charles  Abbott :  and  the  ehe- 

•  Vtto,  f,  se»,  am, 
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riff  had  accepted  end  tooMed  this  last  rsture  to 
his  writ,  and  traostnitted  it  to  the  clerk  of  thd 
crewD. — That  notwithstanding  Fenhall  claimed  to 
vote  under  the  charter  of  97  Elisabeth,  yet  be  was- 
oot  duly  elected  a  freeman  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  charter ;  for  he  was  elected  by 
the  mayor  and  freemen  only,  as  all  those  were  who 
had  been  ousted  by  a  judgment  in  tbeKiog'sBeDcbi 
although  the  corporation  by  the  said  cbnrter  is 
dissolved : — and  that  the  said  James  Bland  Bur* 
gtM  and  Charles  Abbot,  havebeeo  unduly  elected, 
frc.  &c. 

The  petition  of  Richard  PeBball  stated  to  the 
following  purport : 

That,  being  the  only  surviving  freeman  of  tba 
ancient  borough  of  Helston,  he  conceived  the 
charter  of  1774  to  he  a  manifest  violation  of  the 
r^hts  and  privileges  of  the  members  of  the  old 
corporation ;  that  it  had  never  been  accepted  by 
him  and  a  majority  of  the  old  corporation :  that, 
being  the  only  reauining  freeman  of  those  wlto 
had  rejected  the  new  charter,  he  had  voted  for 
James  Bland  Burgess  and  Charles  Abbot,  esqrS.! 
who  were  thereby  duly  elected ;  and  accordingly 
he  bad  executed  an  indenture  of  return  of  tbem 
to  the  said  Bichsrd  Hitchens,  who  received  the 
same.  That,  utidet  colour  of  the  royal  chertcfi  be 
-mad  others  had  been  rejected)  John  ^asraom.- Iwui 
taken  a  poll,  admitted  such  as  bad  no  right  to 
vote,  and  had  unwarrantably  returned  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot  abd  Stef>hea  Lusbington,  es<}.,ttnd  the  sheriff 
had  BDBexed  to  his  writ)  not  only  the  return  of  the 
petitioaert  but  alto  thkt  made  by  Jc^  FanncHre, 
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in  prejudice  of  the  said  James  Bland  Bui^ess  and 
Cbarlea  Abbot,  who  only  ought  to  have  beeo  re- 
turned, &c.  &c. 

The  petition  being  read, 
'  Mr.  Douglas,  counsel  for  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  and 
Mr.  Lushington,  and  also  on  behalf  of  the  may<»-, 
stated,  that  a  gentleman  had  claimed  to  himself 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  sending  two  members  to 
Parliament;  and  contended  also,  that  he  was  tbe 
legal  returning  officer.  He  thought  he  might  ar- 
gue that  one  elector  could  not  adroit  of  a  majority 
of  voices.  After  stating  several  particulars  relative 
to  tbe  ancient  corporation,  he  observed  that  the 
question  was.  Whether  the  crown  has  a  power 
to  grant  a  charter  against  all  opposition  of  the 
old  corporators ;  and  whether,  if  it  be  not  ac- 
cepted, it  is  valid  >  Tbe  court  of  King's  Bench 
had  decided  that  it  was  valid,  and  that  Pasmore 
was  tbe  legal  mayor.  Tbe  committee  had  tbore- 
fore  that  desideratum  before  wanted.  While  there 
were  six  freemen  alive,  they  might  be  con- 
sidoi^d  as  the  successors  and  representatives  of 
the  old  corporation '  aggregate ;  and,  in  fact,  they 
acted  in  an  aggregate  capacity.  But,  by  tbe  death 
of  five  of  the  six,  there  was  a  sole  member  of  a 
corporation  aggregate :  here  was  a  charter  in  terms, 
constituting  an  aggregate  body,  but  which  con- 
sisted of  only  one  person.  When  the  corporation 
was  thus  reduced  to  one  member,  be  conceived  it 
was  gone,  and  that  the  right  of  votii^  was  conse- 
quently at  an  end.  He  considered  Lord  Mans- 
field's doubt  respecting  tbe  case  of  Colchester  and 
Seabcr  as  ao  extra*judtcial  opinion,  and  not  deli- 
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vered  with  aoy  certainty.  But  he  thought  the  opr- 
oioa  of  Lord  Manafleld,  in  this  particolar,  was  com- 
pletely negatived  by  that  of  Lord  Holt,  in  Ashby 
and  White,  9.59,  who  expressly  says,  "  that  -the' 
right  of  common,  and  voting  for  members  of  Par-' 
liament,  are  vested  in  the  entire  community." 
Afler  defending  this  doctrine  of  Lord  Holt,  he 
stated,  according  to  the  same  authority,  the  two 
sorts  of  electors  contained  in  boroughs :— first, 
where  the  electors  give  their  voices  by  virtue  of 
burgage  tenures ;  and,  secondly,  by  their  being 
members  of  the  corporation. — If  then  the  corpo- 
ration is  dissolved,  when  it  has  lost  its  head,  and 
has  not  the  power  of  per{)etuating  itself,  how  can 
it  be  said  that  the  rights  of  individaals  survive  the 
body  politic  ? 

But  surely  it  is  the  duty  of  the  crowti  to  pre- 
Wfve  the  representation  of  the  people.  When  the 
old  corporation  was  at  an  end,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  crown  to  erect  a  new  one  ;  and  this,  according 
to  Lord  Holt,  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  crown 
can  grant  the  privilege  of  sending  members  to 
Parliament.  But,  if  it  can  grant  that  privil^e,  it 
can  surely,  by  every  principle  of  law,  annex  con- 
ditions and  limitations  to  its  grant,  which  is  a  vo- 
'  luntary  act  of  its  favour.  .The  counsel  then  ac-' 
knowledged  the  position  of  Lord  Coke,  in  his 
4  Institut.  p.  48.  that,  "  if  the  king  doth  newly 
incorporate  an  ancieqt  borough  which  sent  bur- 
gesses to  the  Parliament,  and  grant,  that  certain 
selected  burgesses  shall  elect  bui^aies  of  Parlia- 
ment where  all  the  burgesses  elected  before,  this 
charter  taketh  not  away  the  election  of  the  other 
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btt^jeHjes.''  Tfais,  he  observed,  was  when  the 
CPOWD  tendered  a  new  charter  to  a  aoimd  existing 
corporation,  which  might  refuse  or  accept  it  at  its 
pl^asare;  or  to  a  borough  by  preflcnption,  still 
retainiog  tta  prescriptire  rights  :  but  the  old  cor- 
p6r«tion  being  bo  more,  the  crown  might  surely 
limit  the  exercise  of  a  forma-  right.  He  contended 
that  the  new  corporators,  by  extending  the  repre- 
sentation, instead  of  injuring  the  rights  of  the 
borough,  did  it  the  greatest  service :  nor  should 
this  power  of  the  crown  create  the  least  alarm  ; 
the  checks,  imposed  by  law  on  it,  the  previous  in* 
vestigation  rendered  the  exercise  of  the  right  al- 
most a  judicial  act ;  and  that  it  was  infinitely  lesa 
liable  to  abuse  than  a  corporation  regulating  itself. 
And  the  new  charter  was  accepted  on  the  moet 
important  condition  of  its  acceptors  having  the 
Taluable  privilege  of  sending  representatives  to 
the  senate-of  the  nation. 

Evidence  was  then  examined  to  prove  tbet  Pen- 
hall  and  his  brethren  bad  been  elected  freemen  by 
the  mayor  and  sldcrmen,  in  exclusion  of  the  com* 
monaity,  and  that  they  were  therefore  illegally 
chosen. 

On  an  objection  relative  to  the  readi^  of  the 
petitions  from  both  parties,  on  the  proceedii^ 
for  the  naw  charter,  it  waa  acknowledged  that* 
although  the  present  times  were  not  suspicious, 
there  had  been  times  when  tha  rights  of  indt- 
viduals  and  of  corporations  were  by  no  means  safe 
in  the  bands  of  the  att<vney  and  solicitor-gQiien^s, 

FoKT,       vhose  opinion  they  eosaidared  as  given,  in  this 

^  "'        iBttkBce,  to  their  client,  tha  crown. 
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The  petiliona  being  read,  according  to  agree-r 
ment,  it  appeared  Penhall  was  one  of  those  who 
opposed  the  new  grant. 

The  committee  determining,  after  some  debat<&, 
on  receiving  evidence ; 

A  witness  being  called,  said,  that  he  attended 
when  the  business  was  agitated  before  the  lonl 
{HiTy-seal  (the  Duke  of  Grafton),  the  lord  chief 
baron  Smith  attended  as  assessor  to  bis  grace :  the 
parties  were  then  beard  by  counsel,  and  again  be* 
fore  the  chancellor,  He  allowed,  on  cross-exa- 
mination, that  the  agent  of  the  other  party  applied 
for  a  copy  of  the  new  charter,  and  the  names  of  the 
new  corporators,  which  was  refused  ;  but  this  be 
knew  only  from  the  declaration  of  the  agent.  The 
acceptance  of  the  new  charter  was  then  proved  by 
all,  except  the  six  old  burgesses,  who  refbsed. 

Mr.  East  argued,  that  the  present  committee 
were  not  precluded  in  their  ju(^ment  by  the  de- 
cisions of  former  committees,  and  contended  that 
the  question,  Whether  the  right  of  voting  in  Hel- 
stoD  belonged  only  to  those  of  the  corporation, 
had  been  virtually  decided  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench.  He  stated  it  as  ageneral  maxim,  that  the 
king's  grants  are  to  be  upheld,  if  possible,  and  not 
to  be  deemed  void,  except  from  necessity;  ancl bCo. p. is. 
when  upheld,  are  to  be  construed  in  the  mostg^,^'^ 
liberal  manner;  or,  as  the  books  express  it,  utgue 
ad  pieniludinem.  (2  Inst.  496.)  He  considered 
the  new  corporation  could  be  neither  validi  nor  the 
charter  construed  ad  plemtudmemt  if  the  old  coe^ 
porotioH  was  supposed  to  exist,  and  the  charter 
did  not  confer  the  rights  it  meant  to  bestow.     The 
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questiou  therefore  might  be  resolved  into  the  thtee 
following  inquiries: 

First, — la  what  right  Mr.  Peohall  claimed  to 
vote? — The  answer  must  be  that  of  being  an  old 
corporator  of  the  borough. 

-  Secondly, — Does  the  corporation,  of  which  he 
claims  to  be  a  member,  exist  in  law  ?  And, 

Thirdly, — Supposing  it  does  not,  can  a  corpo- 
rator have  a  right  of  voting,  when  the  corporation 
by  which  he  claims,  has  ceased  to  exist  ?  In  an- 
swer to  the  second  question,  which  he  considered 
the  most  material,  he  observed,  corporations  are 
not  formed  by  the  crown  merely  to  bestow  privi- 
l^;ea  on  individuals,  but  to  promote  the  happiness 
and  interest  of  the  public.  When  therefore  they 
can  no  longer  bene6t  the  community,  they  shall 
forfeit  the  privileges  granted  to  them  for  that  bene- 
ficial purpose.  The  King's  Bench  had  conBrmed 
this  principle,  in  the  case  of  the  King  and*Pas- 
more.  He  then  enumerated  the  principal  ai^u- 
ments  used  by  the  judges  in  that  case.  He  con- 
tended, that  not  one  of  the  powers  which  Mr. 
Vol.  i.  p.  Justice  Blackstone  states  as  essential  to  a  corpora- 
'*■  tion,  existed  in  that  of  Helslon,  when  the  new 

charter  was  granted.  They  had  neither  perpetual 
succession  ;  they  could  neither  sue,  nor  be  sued  ; 
they  could  not  purchase  land  ;  they  had  no  com- 
mon seal ;  nor  could  they  make  bye-laws  Eoi  their 
internal  regulation. 

He  next  contended  that,  when  one  integral  part 
of  a  corporation  was  lost,  without  the  power  of 
supplying  it,  the  whole  was  dissolved.  Among 
many  authorities,  he  quoted  that  of  Sir  Geofge 
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Treby,  in  the  great  Jno  warrantp  case  resperting 
the  city  of  London,  who  acknowledged  that  a  cor- 
poration cannot  exist  by  halves. 

Mr.  East  then  adverted  to  the  several  cases  of 
Bewdley,  Banbury,  Tregony,  Tiverton,  Maidstone, 
Colchester,  and  Seaber,  all  as  cases  in  point,  ex- 
cept the  latter;  in  which  he  stated,  that  the  cor- 
poration  being  revived  by  a  new  charter,  accepted 
by  the  members  of  the  old  corporation,  the  re* 
maining  seinlUia  Juris  was  rekindled.  In  advert- 
ing.to  the  case  of  Banbury,  he  stated,  that  the  case 
of  Lazarus  being  then  mentioned  at  the  bar, 
doubting  if  he  would  have  been  restored  to  liis 
estate  after  three  days  death,  Lord  Chief-Justice 
Parker  said,  that  as  the  Creator  only  can  raise  a 
dead  man,  so  none  but  the  crown  can  raise  a  de- 
ceased corporation,  which  itself  created.  He 
addedi  the  corporation,  in  the  present  case  (Ban- 
bury;) is  not  asleep,  but  dead;  and  the  expression 
Lazarus  sleepeth,  was  owing  to  the  intention  of 
reviving  him :  but  the  expectation  of  scire  facias 
to  revive  a  corporation,  or  of  a  new  grant,  cannot 
be  entertained. 

In  arguing  upon  this  important  subject,  he  stat- 
ed, that  Lord  Holt  expressly  says,  "  I  am  of  opi- 
"  nion  that  a  corporation  may  be  forfeited  if  the 
"  trust  be  broken,  and  the  end  of  the  institution 
"  perverted."  Helston  had  forfeited  one  of  its 
most  sacred  trusts,  that  of  perpetuating  itself;  and 
therefore  the  corporation  was  gone  beyond  alt  pos- 
sibility of  revival.  Mr.  Penhall  could  not,  con- 
sequently, claim  a  single  right  by  virtue  of  a  cor- 
porath>Q  which  had  forfeited  all  its  rights  entirely, 
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It  was  argued  however  io  his  &vour,  that  although 
he  hsd  lost  all  right  as  n  member  of  aQ  aggr^ate 
body,  and  could  not  perform  one  act  for  tbe  beue6t 
of  the  community,  for  which  his  corporation  was 
instituted,  yet  he  could  feed  his  cattle  on  tbe 
common,  and  come  down  in  a  post-chaise  to  exer- 
cise the  invaluable  right  of  voting  for  memb«9 
of  Parliament.  Among  other  observatioasr  this 
.  counsel  stated,  that  if  Mr.  Fenball  claimed,  as 
an  individual,  lie  was  silenced  by  ibe  charter  ;  if 
as  a  corporator,  by  tho  judgment  of  tbe  King's 
Bench  ;  there  was  therefore,  in  each  way,  a  pub- 
lic record  against  him. 

Mr.  Partridge,  counsel  for  Mr.  Bui^ess  and  Mr* 
Abbott,  who  were  chosen  and  returned  by  tbe 
only  «urviving  member  of  the  corporation  of  Hel. 
Bton,  hoped  to  support  their  title  upon  principle, 
authority,  and  former  decisions'.  After  stating  - 
the  nature  and  intention  of  the  Brst  charters,  he 
observed,  that,  whether  the  members  of  tbe  old 
corporation  ought,'  in  conscience,  to  have  joined 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  who  applied  for 
the  new  charter,  was  not  tbe  question  :  they 
were  certainly,  however,  in  point  of  law,  justi6ed 
in  their  uniform  opposition  to  tbe  new  grant.  The 
officers  of  tbe  crown  never  declared  the  old  cor- 
poration was  entirely  dissolved :  on  the  contrary^ 
fl  great  law  authority  inserted,  with  his  own  band, 
in  the  draught  of  the  charter,  that  it  was  iu  daager 
of  being  distolv4d.  He  contended  that  the  cor- 
poration of  Helston  was  not  dissolved  by  surrender 
of  privilege,  abuse,  or  negligence,  or  by  tbe  civil 
or  natural  death  of  all  its  members:  and  be  de- 
nied that  corporations  were  ijtso  facto  distoived, 

Do,l,.cdtyGoO(^lc 


HEISTON.  179 

whenever)  from  circumstances,  they  could  oot 
act  in  a  corporate  capacity.  This  was  an  inference 
that  was  not  established  by  all  tbe  cas^s  adverted 
to  in  its  support:  they  only  proved  what  must 
eventually  bappeo  ;  that,  when  bodies  politic  ]os^ 
the  power  of  filling  up  vacant  offices,  they  must 
in  time  experience  a  total  annihilation.  Mr.  P. 
then  replied  to  all  the  cases,  and  stated  in  what 
tbey  were  not  in  poiat  with  the  present  question. 
In  this  part  of  his  pleading,  he  observed,  that  Mr. 
J.  AsbuKst  says,  tbat,  in  the  old  cases,  tbe  word 
dissoived  ia  used  in  an  equivocal  sense;  but  it  is 
now  contended,  tbat  it  clearly  means  a  total  anni' 
hilat'ion  of  all  tbe  rights  of  the  community  and 
its  individuals:  but  a  body  politic  maybe  dis- 
solved quoad  its  corporate  existence,  and  not 
quoad  certain  rights  of  its  members;  and  justice 
undoubtedly  requires,  that,  where  a  person  hfis 
complied  with  all  the  terms  and  conditions  of  a 
charter,  he  should  enjoy  its  beneSts.  Mr.  Penhall 
being  incapabjie  of  preventing  judgment  of  ouster 
f^ain»t  others,  ought  not  to  be  involved  in  their 
punialiment.  He  was  adoiittnd  a  freeman  in  1744. 
Until  the  year  1769,  the  charter  under  which  he 
acted  was  unquestioned ;  nor  had  any  process 
been  instituted  personally  against  him.  What 
legal  magic  could,  therefore,  deprive  bim  of  rights 
vested  in  him  so  long,  and  so  frequently  exercised  ? 
The  pereonal  right  of  every  corporator  is  of  the 
greatest  importance.  As  to  the  rights  of  a  cor- 
porate body,  vested  in  one  individual,  being  ab- 
surd ;  tbe  case  of  an  abbot,  whose  convent  is  en- 
tirely dead,  is  a  sufficient  answer.  The  charter  of 
»  2 
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Elizabeth  does  not  require  the  presence  of  a  mayor 
at  an  election;  if  there  be  no  mayor,  the  next 
senior  alderman,  and,  in  his  absence,  the  next,  or 
the  senior  fi-eeman,  is  to  preside.  Where  then, 
he  asked,  are  we  to  stop,  while  any  corporator 
remains?  But  should  this  be  the  case,  under  the 
charter  of  Elizabeth,  the  argument  would  be  much 
stronger,  were  this  charter  removed ;  for,  in  the 
reign  of  John,  a  corporation  existed  in  Helston 
%vithout  mayor  or  aldermen  ;  and  they  sent  mem- 
bers to  Parliament  before  those  offices  were  known 
to  them:  and  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  they 
accounted  with  the  crown  as  burgesses  of  Hel- 
ston. The  primary  rights  therefore  remained, 
although  their  participation  was  extended  to 
others,  and,  if  the  officers-  'were  removed,  must 
revert  to  them  alone. 

Evidence  being  examined,  proving  the  several 
returns  that  had  been  made  by  Fenhall  and  his 
colleagues;  that  all  returns  were  made  by  the 
sheriflT,  who  added  to  the  names  of  the  members 
those  of  the  manucaptors;  that  the  corporation 
accounted  with  the  crown  a$  burgesses  of  Helston  ; 
and  that  the  attorney-general  had  substituted,  in 
the  draught  of  the  charter,  the  words  in  danger 
of  being  dissolved,  instead  of  absolutely  dissolved. 

Mr.  Law.  Evidence  being  beard,  this  counsel 
baid  he  was  ready  to  meet  the  discussion  de  novo, 
in  favour  of  his  client,  Mr.  Penball :  he  stated, 
Mr.  Penhall's  right  was  never  questioned ;  his 
title  was  confirmed  by  40  years  possession,  and 
had  been  acknowledged  by  the  recorder  un<}er  the 
new  charter. 
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As  to  the  mace  and  other  insigDia  of  office, 
they  were  gaieties,  and  not  essential  in  ihe  bo- 
rough. Mr.  Peahall,  being  the  sole  survivor,  was 
a  corporation  in  himself;  which  is  justified  by 
the  civil  law,  from  whence  is  taken  the  constttu-- 
tion  of  bodies  politic.  This  appears  by  the  Pan- 
dects, iih.  3,  tit.  4,  lex  7.  §  S.  "  .Si  universitas 
ad  unum  redit,  magis  adtnittilur  eum  convenire  et 
conveniri;  cum  jus  in  unum  Teeiderit,  et  stet 
nomen  univertitatis."  So  in  the  case  of  Sutton's 
Hospital,  10  CO.  many  governors  were  named,  and 
their  survivors  or  survivor  empowered  to  com- 
plete the  number  to  sixteen ;  but  it  might  be 
that  the  survivor  should  be  required  to  act  as 
sole  governor.  The  new  grant  conveyed  every 
thing  to  its  acceptors,  except  the  right  of  Mr. 
Fenhall,  as  a  member  of  the  old  corporation. 

It  was  never  said  that  the  subject  could,  al- 
though the  king  might,  be  deceived  by  a  grant 
Siom  the  crown.  He  then  adverted  to  the  cases 
of  Colchester  and  Seaber  ;  by  which,  he  said,  it 
appeared  that  a  corporation  might  exist  as  an  im- 
p^fsct  body,  and  by  a  species  of  palsy,  tike  the 
human  frame,  retain  some  of  its  functions,  al- 
though it  had  lost  the  exercise  of  others.  But 
his  friends  seemed  to  contend,  that  it  could  only 
die  by  an  apoplexy,  and  must  perish  at  the  first 
stroke.  The  right  of  voting,  though  first  derived 
fit)m  the  corporation,  was  a  personal  privilege; 
and  the  wages  of  the  members  not  from  the  body 
politic,  but  Irom  the  individuals  represented.  So 
also  the  fee-farm  rents,  the  S6  marks  in  evidence, 
were  the  personal  debt  of  the  individuals,  and 
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therefore  not  levied  oa  the  lands  cf  the  CAr|Ma-a- 
imn.  The  burthens  being  personal,  so  aaghi  to 
be  the  privileges.  In  Bagj's  case,  therefore,  it  M 
said,  "  When  a  man  is  a  freeman  of  a  city  or  bo- 
rough, be  has  a  freehold  in  his  fteedom  for  life." 
Nothing  then  but  his  own  act  cirn  direst  htm  of 
this  freehold.  It  might  otherwise  be  said,  that 
when,  by  act  of  parliament,  a  mMster  of  art*  baa 
the  privilege  of  holding  two  livings,  it  ^ootd  be 
lost  to  those  who  had  taken  their  degree,  should 
the  uniTersities  be  afterwards  dissolved.  AoRUig 
other  references  to  cases  and  authoriiied^  he  itt- 
stanted  Blackstone  (I.  591),  wbo  says  of  corpo- 
ratiom  eircumsiiinced  as  I^elston,  "I  am  of 
**  opinion,  that  the  corporation  is  not  diesoWed, 
"  but  only  deprited  of  its  magistracy ;  the  fteenien 
*'  are  atiti  entitled  to  their  rights  of  common,  to 
^*  Totes  for  members  of  Parliament,  6tc.  These 
••  privileges  are  not  lost  by  the  otosWr  of  a  mayor." 
After  entering  further  into  the  discussion  of  all 
tlie  cases,  he  concluded  with  observing,  that  the 
whole,  in  his  opinion,  proved  *<  That  a  corporation 
oould  only  be  dissolved  by  the  death  of  a//il8 
members."  Many  instances  occurred  in  the  guo 
marranto  case  of  corporations  having  a  cMta$ 
added  by  the  crown,  when  they  had  lost  their 
mayor;  which  proved  that,  although  Ihey  h»d 
lost  an  integral  part,  they  were  not  dissolved;  for 
the  crown  would  not,  like  Mezenlius,  join  the 
living  with  the  dead.  He  trusted,  therefore,  tbe 
committee  would  agree,  that  the  old  corporation 
was  stilt  represented  by  Mr.  Pcnhall,  tkot^h  It 
now  appeared  Lacera  erudeiiter  ara. 
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Mr.  Douglas,  fa  reply,  observed,  tbat  the  word 
burg€$M»  was  not  necessarily  a  term  of  incorpora- 
tion ;  but  that,  according  to  Lord  Holt,  it  fre- 
.  <]ueQtJy  implied  the  tenants  of  burgag,e  posses- 
sUmm:  tbus,  the  burgesses  in  Saltash  are  Bot  cor- 
porators, and  the  grants  are  to  them  and  their 
heirs,  and  not  their  successors.  The  case  of  the 
King  and  Pasnjore  clearly  established,  that  when 
a  corporation  lost  its  power  of  action,  and  the 
crown,  by  a  new  charter,  erected  a  body  politi(;, 
poscewing  the  rights  of  the  former  corporation, 
and  addressed  to  a  number  of  iiihabitants.  among 
whom  are  the  remaining  old  corporators,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  majority  was  binding  on  those  by 
whom  it  was  rejected.  The  rights  of  the  corpora- 
tion did  not  revert  to  the  crown.  They  might  be 
in  abeyance,  as  a  peen^e  descending  to  copart- 
ners, but  which  cannot  be  assumed  until  it  is 
granted  to  one  by  the  king.  The  operation  of 
the  charter  might  be  to  vest  those  rights  in  the 
new  corporators,  and  to  revive  and  perfect  them 
in  the  old,  by  a  species  of  remittur.  The  certain 
purpotet  for  which  the  old  corporation  was  said 
to  exist,  were  to  prevent  their  estates  reverting  to 
the  donors,  or  escheating  to  the  crown,  and  to 
preserve  the  possibility  of  having  its  rights  re- 
vived ;  for  though  the  right  of  common,  and  such 
other  rights,  were  necesiarily  exercised  by  indi- 
viduals, the  corporation  possessed  the  fee  simple, 
or  inheritance. 

With  respect  to  the  hardship  of  the  case,  Mr. 
Douglas  observed,  tbat  although  it  is  hard  that 
the  rights  of  the  innocent  should  be  injured  by 
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Others,  yet,  if  the  law  of  England  says,  that  some- 
times must  happen,  individuals  must  submit.  , 

The  counsel  and  evidence  being-  heard. 

The  committee,  on  Thursday,  Dec.  93,  informed 
the  House  by  Sir  Adam  Ferguson,  they  had  deter- 
mined "That  James  Bland  Buiges,e8q., and  Charles 
Abbot,  esq.,  were  not  duly  returned  burgesses  te 
serve  in  this  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Hel- 
ston,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall ;"  and  also, 

"  That  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  hart.,  and  Stephen 
Lushington,  esq.,  were  duly  returned  burgesses  for 
■  the  said  borough  ;"  and  also, 

*'  That  the  latter  gentlemen  were  duly  elected 
burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for 
the  said  borough,  and  also  that  the  several  peti> 
tions  did  not  appear  frivolous  nor  vexatious." 

And  the  said  determinations  were  ordered  to  be 
entered  in  the  Journals  of  the  House. 

It  was  afterwards  ordered, 

^'  That  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  do  attend 
the  House  forthwith  with  the  double  return  for 
the  borough  of  Helston,  in  the  county  of  Com- 
wall>  and  amend  the  same,  by  taking  off  the  file 
the  indenture  by  which  James  Bland  Surges  and 
Charles  Abbot,  esq.,  are  returned." 

The  new  corporation  of  Helston  was  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  late  Lord  Godotphin,  whose  estate, 
iiponhisdeeeaseidescended  tothepreseht  Duke  of 
Leeds  and  his  children  ;  but  his  Grace,  depending 
perhaps  upon  the  decision  of  the  first  committee, 
who  had  determined  in  t^vour  of  the  old  corpora-  - 
tion,  had  paid  his  attentions  to  Mr.  Penhall,  the 
oal^  remaining  corporator  under  the  old  cliarter, 
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and  neglected  the  36  acting  under  the  new  one. 
The  new  corporation  sought,  therefore,  for  two 
gentlemen,  to  endeavour  to  establish  their  right 
once  more  before  a  committee  of  the  Home  of 
Commons.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  and  Sir  Stephen 
Lusbington  were  candidates  upon  these  condi- 
tions ;  and  having  been  so  very  fortunate  as  to 
succeed,  the  Duke  of  Leeds  became  less  remiss 
in  his  attention  to  this  new  body  of  electors. 
The  estate  of  his  Grace  being  in  the  neigh- 
bourbood,  they  have  sought  his  approbation  in 
the  persons  offered  to  their  choice  as  representa- 
tives. • 

At  the  general  election,  1812,  a  petition  of  cer- 
tain electors  against  the  return  of  William  Home, 
esq.,  and  Hugh  Hammersley,  stating,  that  they 
were  elected  under  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of 
Leeds,  who  allowed  the  corporation  an  annual 
sum  of  money,  on  condition  of  their  returning  to 
Parliament  two  members  under  the  nomination  of 
his  Grace.  This  being  fiilly  proved  in  evidence, 
a  special  report  of  this  corrupt  practice  was  made 
by  the  committee  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
upon  which  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  attorney- 
general  be  ordered  to  prosecute  his  Grace  George 
William  Frederic,  Duke  of  Leeds,  for  the  said  cor- 
rupt  practices,  which  passed  in  the  n^ative  by  a 
majority  of  three  votes.  A  bill  was  then  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons  to  extend  the  right  of 
voting  for  members  of  Parliament  for  the  boroUgh 
of  Helston,  to  the  freeholders  of  the  hundred  in 
ivhich  it  is  situated;  this  bill  has  passed  una- 
nimously three  times  through  the  House  of  Com- 
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inon5>  butt  hy  aowte  unaeeoutUable  neglect,  has 
been  suffered  to  remain  od  tbe  labk  of  tbe  Heuse 
of  Lords  till  tbe  two  last  sessions  were  ended,  and 
now  lies  before  their  lordships  for  eoactoient.' 

COKPORATION- 

By  charter  dated  4th  Sept.  1774,  granted  by  the 
pi^ent  king,  it  consists  of  a  mayor,  four  alder- 
men, and  thirty-One  freemen,  iocluding  tbe  mayor 
and  aldermen. 

Bight  op  election — in  tbe  Corporation. 

NUHBSB    OF    VOTERS — 31. 

Patron — Duke  of  Leeds- 


ST,  IVES. 

St.  Itxs  is  a  borough,  market-town,  and  cha- 
pelry,  in  the  parish  of  Unylelant,  hundred  of  Pen- 
with,  Cornwall,  nine  miles  from  Merazioo,  and 
S75i'from  London;  containing  ;S 40  bouses  and 
9,714  inhabitants,  viz.  1,156  males  and  l,Jj8  fe- 
males, of  whom  1 17  were  returned  as  employed  ia 
various  trades,  and  611  in  agriculture.  It  stands 
OD  the  west  side  of  St.  Ives  Bey,  in  the  Bristol 
Channel.  Its  market  is  on  Wednesday  and  Sa- 
turday.   Fair,  Saturday  before  Advent  Sunday. 

REPEKSEKTATITS  HISTOKY. 

This  borough  first  seat  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary. 

Petitions.  May  5,  1660.  Tbe  coaunittee  <^ 
privileges  and  elections  reported,  "  That  John  St. 
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Aubyn  and  Jaine«  Pracd,  etqn.,  .k«iag  duly  re- 
turned by  the  piopet  oflScer,  Ih^  emght  to  sit." 

"  Agreed  to  by  the  House." 

Dec.  14,  169^.  A  petition  from  sereral  inlia- 
bitantsagamst  the  return  of  Sir  Cbartes  Wyndham 
dod  James  Pracd,  esq.,  by  reason  of  the  onyof 
arbitrarily  refusing  their  votes  for  Sir  Henry  Ho- 
bttrt,  insisting  that  ibe  right  of  election  waa  in  the 
mayor,  capital  borgesses  and  assistants  only,  aod 
would  safier  no  others  to  be  polled. 

No  decision. 

Nor.  16,  1699.  A  petition  of  several  inhtbit- 
ants  to  ibe  same  effect  against  the  retim  of  Sir 
Charles  Wyndham. 

No  decision. 

—  39-  The  House  being  informed  that  the  pe- 
tition of  the  inhabitants  of  this  borough,  tODcbing 
the  election  for  the  laid  borough,,  is  different  from 
that  presented  the  lait  session  :. 

Ordered  :  "  To  be  referred  to  the  comtntttee  of 
privil^es." 

Dec.  14-.  Reported  to  be  different  in  substance 
with  the  former  petition  touching  the  electioo  for. 
this  borough,  upon  which  it  was 

Ordered :  *<  That  the  committee  of  privileges, 
&e.  do  not  proceed  any  further." 

Feb.  U,  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Pitt,  esq., 
to  the  same  effect,  against  the  return  of  Benjamin 
OverttMi,  esq. 

A  petition  of  sereral  inhabitants  to  the  »»n>c 
effect,  against  the  return  ofisrad  Praed  and  H'>ii- 
janrin  Overton,  etqn. 

No  decision. 
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Jan.  3,  1701.  A  petition  of  John  Pitt,  esq.,  to 
the  same  effect,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Charles 
Hawles. 

No  decision. 

Oct.  34,  1703.  A  petition  from  John  Pitt,  esq., 
to  the  same  effect,  against  the  return  of  Richard 
Chandler  and  James  Praed,  esqrs. 

Dec.  8.  Resolved :  "  That  the  right  of  election 
of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough 
is  in  the  inhabitants  of  this  borough,  paying  scot 
and  lot." 

Resolved:  "That  Mr.  John  Hicks,  mayor  of 
this  borough,  is  guilty  of  making  a  fiilse  return  for 
this  borough." 

Ordered :  *'  That  the  said  mayor  of  this  borough, 
for  his  offepce,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the 
sei^eant  at  arms." 

Nor.  35,  1708.  A  petition  from  Christopher 
Harris  and  James  Tr^eare,  esqrs.,  gainst  the  re- 
turn of  John  Praed,  esq.,  for  corrupt  and  illc^l 
practices. 

Dec.  33.     Petiti(Hi  withdrawn. 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  John  Borlace,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  John  Hopkins,  esq.,  by  means 
of  bribery,  &c. 

A  petition  from  several  inhabitants  to  the  same 
effect. 

No  decision. 

March  6t  1713.  A  petition  firom  John  Elford, 
esq.  to  the  same  effect. 

A  petition  from  John  Hichens,  Bai.,etq.,sgaintt 
the  return  of  Sit  William  Pendarvis,  by  means  of 
bribery,  &c. 
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Also  a  petition  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Harry 
Pawlet  to  the  same  effect. 

No  decision  upon  these  petitions. 

Oct.  19>  1733.  A  petition  from  James  Treg^re 
and  Henry  Waller,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Sir 
John  Hobart  and  Mr.  Knollys. 

No  determination.  >* 

Pari.  13.  James  Johnstone,  esq.  petitioned,  but 
aftnwards  withdrew  it. 

Pari.  14.  Samuel  Stephens,  esq.  and  some  of 
the  electors  petitioned.  The  chairman  reported^ 
that  Mr.  Drummond  was  duly  elected,  but  that 
Mr.  Stephens  and  Mr.  Fraed  were  not  dulf 
elected. 

CASE   OF   BRIBERY. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1775,  a  committee  being 
met,  two  petitions  were  read,  stating  that,  during 
the  time  of  canvassing  and  the  election,  the  two 
sitting  members,  and  Mr.  Praed's  father,  by  them- 
selves and  their  agents,  gave  and  lent  several  lat^e 
sums  of  money  to  many  of  the  elect<»s,  in  order 
to  conrupt  and  cause  them  to  rote  for  the  said  two 
sitting  members;  that  they  were  guilty  of  other 
modes  of  bribery ;  that  the  returning  oflScer  had 
acted  partially,  by  admitting  voters  who  bad  no 
right,  and  rejecting  others  who  had ;  and  that,  by 
these  and  other  undue  means,  the  sitting  members 
had  been  chosen  and  returned. 

The  resolution  of  the  House,  respecting  the 
right  of  election,  was  then  read,  and  the  following 
numbers  of  the  poll  were  produced  by  the  town- 
clerk  : 
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Fot  Mr.  Piiacd .......95 

Drummond 78 

StepheoB,  the  petitioner.  -71 

The  evideoce  proved  that  the  sums  of  money 
advanced  by  Mr.  Praed  the  father,  to  the  voteis, 
on  their  notes,  payable  with  interest  to  the  baak 
of  Truro,  were  only  colourable  loans ;  thai  the 
voters  received  the  money  on  condition  that  they 
should  vote  for  his  son  and  a  friend  ;  and  that  they 
were  given  to  understJand  that,  on  tbis  compli- 
ance, the  paTment  of  their  notes  would  never  be 
demanded ;  and  that  Mr.  Praed,  sen.,  was  con- 
sidered as  the  agent  for  both  his  son  »nd  Mr. 
Drummond.  The  petition  therefore  conchided 
that  these  two  latter  trentlemen  were  incapable  of 
sitting  for  the  said  borough. 

Evidence  was  likewise  brought  to  prove  that  so 
many  of  the  voters  for  the  sitting  memb^v  had 
been  bribed,  that  the  petitioners  would  be  found 
to  have  evidently  the  .majority  of  legal  votes.  It 
was  likewise  stated,  that  Mr.  Stephens  ought  t« 
have  had  40  more  votes,  of  which  he  was  unjuktly 
deprived,  by  this  number  of  voters  in  his  interest 
not  being  rated,  although  they  bud  rateable  pn>- 
perty.  But  to  this  evidence  being  given,  the 
counsel  for  the  sitting  members  objected  ;  for  they 
offered  to  prove  that  all  the  persons  rated  for  St. 
Ives  during  the  last  five  years,  were  so  on  the  last 
occasion  of  making  the  rate,  except  two,  who  had 
been  struck  off  in  conBcquoicc  of  their  own  appli- 
c«tion,  stating  ,the  narrowness  of  their  circum- 
stances, and  begging  to  be  relieved  from  the  land 
and  wiudow-tax  :  that  none  of  these  40  persons*  «x- 
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crpt  two,  bad  appealed  agaiost  tb6  rate  of  January, 
1 774 ;  and  tliat,  on  their  appeal,  the  rate  was  cob- 
firmeJ  ;  that  the  determination  in  the  case  of  Mil- 
borne  Fort,  which  had  been  quoted  by  Mr.  Ste- 
phens's counsel,,  was,  that  when  a  man  has  beoi' 
de  facto  rated,  and  is  posse&sed  of  rateable  pnv 
perty,  and  has  paid  the  rate,  such  person  is  within 
thedescriplioD  ofoDe  paying  scot  and  lot,  aJtbougii 
the  overeeerB  may  have  been  illegally  appointed. 
But  it  never  had  been  pretended  before,  that  men, 
circumstanced  aa  those  proposed  to  be  added'to 
the  poll,  could  vote  as  scot  and  lot  ittv-u  ;  nor 
could,  it  be  .imagined  that  the  comniittee  woulii 
transform  themselves  .into  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  make  a  new  rate  for  the  borough  of  St.  Ives. 
This  power  wrs  vested,  and  so  discretionary,  in 
the  parish  officers,  that  even  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  would  not  attempt  to  control  it,  unlew  on 
the  plea  of  gross  misconduct  and  partiality. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  answered,  that 
it  could  be  proved  some  of  the  persons  in  question 
had  applied  to  be  rated,  and  had  been  reused,  and 
therefore  they  had  acquiesced  in  this  conduct  e( 
the  overseers.  And  as  it  could  also  be  proved 
that  the  four  justices,  who  appointed  the  oversdere 
were  in  the  interest  of  the  Praeds,  they  did  not 
appeal,  from  being  convinced  they  would  have  ob- 
tained no  r«lres3.  It  was  Jikewtae  stated,  that 
the  sitting  member  himself  was  one  of  the  four 
justices;  and  that  the  appeal  which  had  been 
brought  by  the  two  was  only  colourable  firom  these 
persons  being  the  partisaiks  of  Mr.  Praed,  and  the 
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appeal  being  only  made  as  an  advantage  to  he 
taken  on  tbe  present  occasion. 

The  committee  asking  if  it  was  meant  to  pl-ove 
aoj  misconduct  or  criminal  partiality  in  the  over< 
seers  were  answered  in  the  negative.  The  chair' 
man  then  declared  they  were  of  opinion, 

*'  That  persons,  though  possessed  of  rateable 
property,  if  they  have  not  been  rated,  and  cannot 
prove  misconduct  in  tbe  overseers  in  not  rating 
them,  are  not  entitled  to  vote." 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  brought 
witnesses  to  prove  that  the  petitioner  himself  bad 
endeavoured  to  gain  his  election  by  giving  or  pro- 
mising money  to  tbe  voters. 

In  the  courseof  tbe  evidence  one  Wall  is  proved 
that  one  Noell  said,  in  the  pr'^sence  and  hearing  of 
Mr.  Praed's  fether,  that  Mr.  Praed  knew  that  he 
(Noell)  could  not  take  the  bribery -oath,  which  Was 
not  contradicted  by  Praed. 

This  question  was  objected  to.—It  was  said  to 
be  an  established  rule,  that  no  evidence  shall 
be  admitted  upon  oath  of  what  a  man  said  wheo 
he  was  not  upon  oath.  To  break  this  rule  would 
be  attended  with  the  wwst  consequences ;  for 
many  men,  who  would  not  take  a  false  oath,  might 
be  drawn  to  say  things  that  are  false  in  conversa- 
tion, in  the  presence  of  a  person  placedon  purpose 
within  hearing,  in  order  to  relate  afterwards,  opon 
oath,  what  the  other  had  said. 

This  rule  was  admitted  by  tbe  counsel  for  the 
petitioners ;  but  tbey,  at  the  same  time,  said  it  did 
not  apply  to  the  evidence  then  offered ;  for  that 
the  witness  meant  to  prove  a  declaration  of  Noell, 
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and  a  charge  brought  agaiost  him  by  Praed,  and 
which  was  not  contradicted,  although  declared 
'  in  his  hearing:  it  had  therefore  every  appearance 
of  truth.  This  kind  of  evidence  was  consequently 
admitted  in  every  court  of  justice.  .   . 

The  committee  over-ruled  the  objection. 

May  8,  177^1  the  committee,  by  their  chair- 
man) informed  the  House,  that  they  had  deter- 
mined 

"  That  Mr.  Drummond  was  duly  eldctad ;  and 
that  the  election  of  one  of  the  buigesses  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  St.  Ives  was 
void." 

And  accordingly  a  new  writ  was  ordered. 

The  manor  of  St.  Ives  was  purchased  by  Sir 
Chriatopher  Hawkins  of  Mr.  Praed.  It  anciently 
beloi^ed  to  the  Ferrars  family,  from  whom  it  de- 
scended to  the  Champernons,  andfrom  them,  in 
the  same  manner  to  Lord  Willoughby  de  firoket 
whose  co-heiresses  marrying  Blunt,  Lord  Mont- 
joy,  and  Mr.  Fowlett,  an  ancestor  of  the  Bolton 
&mily,  it  came,  on  a  division  of  the  estate,  .to  th« 
latter,  by  whom  it  was.  alienated. 

CORPORATIOIf. 

The  corporatitm  oonsista  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
twelve  capital  buigesses,  twenty-four  inferior  bur-* 
gesMs,  and  a  town-clerk. 

BIGHT    OF    ELECTION. 

Dec.  8,  1703.  This  was  determiped  to  be  in 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  paying  scot 
and  lot. 

PART  I!.  VOL.  I.  o      ' 
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COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 
NuMBtift  OF  TOTElL8'*-lSS. 

RkidbKiko  ovFiCBK-^thc  MayOr. 

Patbohs— *Sir  Cbmtopher  Hftwkins,  bart.,  and 
SftmMl  StepkMM,  Mq.,  of  Tre^rron  Castle,  near 
this  borough. 


TREGONY. 

circw,  TftfeeoNY  is  a  bomuffa  and  market*town,  in 
*'  ^'^'  thfe  hundred  c>f  Powder,  Corawetl,  three  milea 
tnta  Grfea)|x>uflrd,  and  S69  fmm  London,  on  tb« 
bank  of  a  small  river,  which  joins  the  Fale,  navi<- 
gable  fbr  small  craft  fVom  hence  to  Falmouth.  It 
contains  ISB  houses  and  937  inhabitants.  The 
market  on  Satuitlay  is  only  Anall;  fkirs.  Shrove 
Tuesday,  3d  May,  35th  July,  9d  Sept«raber,  and 
€th  Novembo. 

REPKBftBNTATITE    HI8TOBY. 

wiiit't  Doctor  Willis  writes,  it  s«nt  burgesses  to  Pm>- 
H.'J'nJ.'  tiament  in  the  «9d  and  35th  of  Edward  I.,  and 
sets  down  the  names  of  those  returned :  but  Mr. 
Prynne  takes  no  notice  of  them.  After  this  the 
Doctor  admits  no  returns  were  made  till  the 
5th  of  Qtoeen  Elinbeth,  wfaeb  tb«ir  right  was 
quttltoned. 

April  1,  1690.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Tonkeii, 
esq.,  and  others,  complaining  that  they  had  chosen 
John  Pole,  esq.,  to  be  one  of  their  buigesses,  yet 
the  mayor  returned  two  oth«s  to  serre  4icHr  this 
borough. 

No  determination. 
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MECMMY. 

Mor.  ^5,  1695.  A  petition  fraffl  Sir  J«i«f»k 
Tredenbno,  kat.,  agaimt  the  retarn  of  Fraocit  Ro- 
berts uid  Jaam  Montague,  esqra.,  by  tneatts  of 
bribery  and  meDacei. 

A  petitbn  of  Seymore  Tredenhafli,  etq.,  to  the 
HHDe  efiect 

March  6^  1696.  Besolred,  ><  Tb«t  Fraocw  Ro- 
berU  and  Jatnes  Montague,  esqrs.i  are  duly  elect? 
ed,"  to  wbicb  the  Houae  agreed. 

Jan.  3,  1701.  A  peCitkw  of  UeDder  Silly,  cBq,t 
•gaiost  the  undve  ictura  of  Hugh  Forteseiiet  Caqi* 
asaisttid  by  the  mayor  of  thia  baK»ugh< 

No  dettrmiDation. 

Jan.  10,  1710.     A  petitioD  of  Thomas  Milling' 
ton,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  George  RobinaODi  , 
esq.,  by  meana  of  bribery,  .&c. 

Feb.  7.     Petitioa  witbdrawo. 

Pari.  7'  Jamea  Cooke,  esq.,  petitlooer^  irith« 
^revr  bia  petttioD^ 

Pari.  10.  John  Turril,  eiq.,  petitioner,  with- 
draw his  pettti<ai. 

Pari.  16.  Georgct  ViscouMt  Lewisbam.  and 
iobn  Bettesworth,  esq.,  petitioafid.  Petitioa  witJi" 
dnwD,  April  IS«  1784. 

Sir  Jonathan  Mites  and  John  Nichols,  esq.,  pe> 
titioaed  agftiut  the  retorn  of  Mr.  O'Callaghan 
aad  Mr.  Wetitwortb,  Dec.  3 1 .  The  coaaaittec 
found  the  fitting  nMmbors  duly  elected. 

Ad  election  trick  w«s  played  off  upon  the  peti- 
tkwenin  the  above  eauae,  which  we  believe  is 
not  equalled  in  the  anoaU  of  parliamentary  deliii>- 
quenoy.  Ona  Mlddleeoftt,  a  publican  of  Tregony, 
bad  uodertakea  to  bring  Sir  Jonathan  Milt's  into 
o2 
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Farliament  for  this  boreug;b  for'  four  tfaouMUid 
guineas,  and  to  defray  all  expenses  incideirt  to  tke 
election  for  that  sum.  Sir  Jonatbao,  and  bis  col> 
league  Mr.  Nichols,  had  a  great  majority  upon  tbe 
poll,  but  by  the  partiality  of  the  returning  officer 
a  great  many  good  votes  were  rejected  for  those 
gentlemen,  and  as  many  bad  ones  admitted  for 
their  opponents.  This  made  a  petition  necestary. 
and  Middlecoat  employed  one  Edwards  an  attorney 
at  Truro,  to  conduct  tbe  same.  Mr.  Edwards  ac- 
cordingly retained  Mr.  Plumer,  now  Sir  Thomae 
Plumer  ;  and  Mr.  Pell,  now  Mr.  Sergeant  Fell, 
prepared  tbe  petition,  and  got  it  regularly  sigoed 
atid  presented  to  tbe  House,  and  a  day  for  hearing 
was  appointed. 

Sir  Jonathan  Miles  bad  advanced  Middlecoat  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  defray  the  expenses,  and  a 
much  larger  sum  in  notes  to  make  up  the  doceurs 
agreed  upon.  The  day  for  hearing  the  petition  ap- 
proached. Middlecoat  had  been  sent  off  to  Tre- 
gony  with  tbe  speaker's  warrants  to  bring  up  the 
witnesses,  but  neither  Middlecoat,  Edwards,  nor 
the  witnesses  appeared.  The  committee  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  declare  tbe  sitting  members  duly 
elected. 

It  bas  since  been  understood  that  the  paities- 
eoncemed  in  this  transaction  got  two  tbousand 
fire  hundred  pounds  for  their  ingenuity. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  borough  being  in 
Fotwftblers,  or  all  the  Housekeepers  who  harepb- 
tained  a  parochial  settlement  and  provide  for 
themselves,  whether  they  live  under  tbe  same  roof 
or  not,  it  has  been  the  practice  in  this  borough  as 
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far  back  as  tre  can  recollect,  and  by  the  petitions 
wbicb  bave  come  before  the  House,  the  same 
gross  JBJiHtice  appears  to  have  always  prevailed, 
for  the  Returning  Officer  to  refuse  as  many  good 
votes  for  the  party  he  was  adverse  to,  and  admit  as 
Ksny  bad  ones  for  the  persons  whose  interest  he 
espoused  as  should  make  the  majority  prepoa- 
derate  as  h«  pleased.  This  borough  being  two 
hundred  and  sixty-two  miles  from  London,  and 
the  expense  of  conveying  witnesses  so  great  a 
distance,  and  providing  for  them  during  their  ab- 
sence, to  estahlish  the  validity  of  the  good  votes, 
and  disqualify  the  bad  ones  before  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  was  attended  with  such  , 
an  enormous  expense,  as  many  times  to  deterthoae 
who  were  otherwise  duly  elected  from  prosecuting 
their  claim  for  redress.  The  pretences  on  which 
good  votes  were  rejected  were  the  most  fi*ivolous 
and  unjust,  and  others  wereJfrei)uently  admitted 
without  any  clsim  at  all. 

When  Lord  Falmouth,  aild  Sir  Francis  Basset, 
BOW  Lord  de  Dunstanville,  contested  this  bo- 
rough, every  poor  wretch  who  belonged  to  the  pa- 
lish was  sought  and  caused  to  boil  a  pot,  in  order 
to  qualify  themselves  bb  voters ;  but  after  Mr.  Bar- 
well,  the  nabob,  had  purchased  up  the  whole  place, 
bt  left  the  houses  to  tumble  down  as  fast  as  th^ 
decsyed. 

The  Earl  of  Darlington  having  purchased  it  of 
Mr.  Barwell,  his  nomination  of  members  was  op- 
posed in  1806,  by  Sir  Jonathan  Miles,  and  John 
Nichols,  esq.  as  we  have  stated,  and  at  the  last 
geBeial  election  ia  1819,  Colonel    O'Cdlagaa, 
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uaele  to  Lord  LiHnore;  a*d  Mr.  Tbonifail),  of 
Dorbysbire,  were  recommended  hy  Lord  Daring- 
too.  and  opposed  by  Alexaodar  Cray  Graat,  esq., 
%n6  William  Holmes,  esq.,  who  were  aupftortad 
by  Lord  Varuoutti»  warden  of  tlw  stanDcries  and 
(be  treasury.  The  two  latter  were  returned  by  a 
gteat  majority,  and  petitioned  ^^ainst  by  Cokioel 
O'CttUagao,  and  Mr.  TbornhiU.  It  appeared  upon 
the  hearing  before  the  committee  tbat  a  great  deal 
of  bribery  bad  been  committ«d,  that  Bve  thousand 
pounds  had  been  distributed  among  the  Toter% 
and  thai  Mrs.  Allen,  tbe  wife  of  a  abopkeepef 
here,  had  given  them  money  to  pay  tbeir  rents  to 
Lord  X>arlii^t(Xi,  wbicb  abe  bukiljf  /•und  in  a 
ttrutier^  The  committee  however  declared  tbe 
sitting  members  ditbf  aieeted,  but  reported  to  tbe 
House  that  Thomas  Crogan,  a  currier  of  Truro, 
had  endeavoured  corruptly  to  procure  tb«r  retuiB* 
fi»  wbich  be  war  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Newv 
gate.  After  be  had  remained  tbere  nine  week^  be 
was  discba^ed  on  a  motioa  made  by  Lord  Archi- 
bald Hamilton,  SSnd  of  June,  1815,  refusing  to 
acknowledge  the  ofieoce  for  which  be  was  commit 
ted,  apd  declaring  himself  unable  to  pay  tbft  fee*. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTKB. 

This  is  an  inconsiderable  village,  without  trade, 
commerce,  or  manufacture.  The  elective  influence 
was  some  time  contested  betweep  Lo*d  Falmouth 
and  Sir  Francis  Basset,  as  were  the  boroi^bs  of 
Mitchell  and  Truro ;  but  tha  parties  having  a^n»^ 
lo  sand  one  member  each  for  tbe  fiH-nrar,  Lord  Fal- 
lufwtb,  who  was  lord  of  tl)«  ^^t  part  of  tb«  soil 
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to  thi*  bofQugb,  sold  his  property,  »Qd  with  it 
tivB^rFad  bia  istcrept  to  Sir  f  runvw  Batn^t,  oqb< 
tjLitionally  that  Sir  Frfuuiia  should  withdraw  hia  op- 
pOVitiioD,  and  transfer  hi«  interest  in  Truro  to  bis 
,  lonlsbip.  Matters  being  thus  «atiafactori|y  «r- 
iMged,  Sif  Francis  disposed  of  the  whole  to  Mr. 
BarweUi  the  nabob,  who  afierwwd^  sold  it  again 
to  the  Earl  of  Darlington. 

OQEPOBATfOK. 

la  90  Edwand  I.  Henty  de  Pooieray,  tbm.  k>rd 
of  the  town,  certified  it«  right  to  a  nuricet,  iair,  and 
other  privil^ea;  which  wer?  allowed.  In  19 
Jeoies  I.  it  was,  by  charter,  incorporated.  It  ia 
now  g^erned  by  a  mayor,  aev«n  capita)  burgeaaes, 
and  a  recorder. 

KIOHC  OF  KLBCTIOH. 

This  ia  in  all  the  Housaholden  who  Ml  tkg 
pt*t  or,  in  other  words  provide  for  themselves, 
whether  they  live  under  the  same  roof  or  not.-^ 
(Mar«h,  1695.) 

RxTunNiNQ  oppicBB-^The  Mayor. 

Pbqpriietos — Earl  of  I>Brliogbon. 


TRURO. 

TsfTftO  ia  a  borough,  market  towa,  and  parish  ia 
the  hundred  of  Powdar,  C<ffBwall,  8  miles  ftom 
Gnunpouiid,  $67  fmn  London;  oootaiDiog  35^ 
botMB*  and  9,8M  inhabitants,  of  whom  6S7  were 
TCtiiraed  employed  in  trade.    It  is  situated  at  the 
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confluence  of  two  rivers,  which  form  a  cooTeoieDt 
harbour  for  small  vemeU.  The  streets  ire  regu- 
larly built.  Its  principal  traffic  is  exporting  the 
ore  dug  from  the  neighbouring  copper  and  tin 
mines.  The  markets  are  on  Wednesday  and  Sa- 
turday, end  its  &irs  are  the  Wednesday  in  Mid- 
lent  week,  ditto  in  Whitsun  week,  the  19th  No- 
vember, and  16th  December. 

BEPRBSENTATIVE  HISTOBT. 

The  history  of  this  borough  will  elucidate  the 
right  of  the  people  to  universal  suffn^  in  all'  the 
boroughs  of  England,  antecedent  to  the  limitation 
of  that  right  by  charters,  the  first  of  which  was 
granted  to  Wenlock  jn  the  county  of  Salop,  by 
EdwardlV.  Nov.  29,  1478.  All  royal  charters 
before  that  period  were  limited  to  the  government 
of  the  place  ;  -but,  in  this  charter,  the  king,  fw 
the  first  time,  assumes  the  power  oC  delegating  to 
the  borough  of  Wenlock,  a  right  to  send  one  mem- 
b«  to  Parliament. 

By  universal  suffrage  was  meant  the  universal 
right  of  every  housekeeper ;  for  such  persons  as 
were  not  resident  housekeepers  in  a  borough,  were 
in  all  ancient  proceedings  called  foreigners,  and 
hence-  arose  the  terms  **  every  borough  and  its 
forreos,"  used  in  most  of  the  old  charters. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  ever 
sinqe  the  restoration  of  the  right  of  boroughs, 
33rd  of  Edward  1.,  as  is  shewn  by  the  returns.  It 
probably  did  so  from  the  18th  of  that  reign  :  but 
the  returns  from  the  18th  to  the  Mrd  of  Edward  I. 
are  lost,  as  we  have  stated  in  the  first  volume  of 
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fbit  work  ;  and  it  has  continued  to  return  without 
intermisnoB  firom  that  time. 

The  right  of  election  from  that  period  to  the 
Slst  of  £liEabeth,  when  they  received  a  new 
charter,  was  in  the  "  Populace"  a  word  of  the 
most  exteDsive  signification  the  English  language 
can  employ,  and  which  in  the  several  cases  re- 
specting the  borough  of  Seaford  was  six  times  de- 
termiued  to  mean  all  the  inhabitant  HousehoIderSi 
paying  scot  and  lot ;  but  was  here  determined  to 
mean  only  the  Corporation,  consisting  of  a  Mayor, 
four  Aldenneo,  and  twenty  capital  Burgesses  t 

This  was  a  borough  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons, 
as  is  proved  by  their  first  charter  granted  by  Re- 
ginald, £arl  of  Cornwall,  illegitimate  son  of  Henry 
I.,  who  granted  to  his  free  bui^esses  of  Trevem, 
now  called  Truro,  the  same  privileges  they  had  in 
the  ttme  of  Kfchard  de  Lucy,  Sac,  Site,  Tot,  7%eM, 
Jorftmgthep^  all  Saxon  words,  and  that  it  should 
not  plead,  or  be  prosecuted  in  the  hundred  courts. 
It  had  afterwards  charters  from  John,  Edw.  I.,  and 
Edward  1 V.,  who  granted  it  a  manor  and  hundred, 
and  from  Elizabeth,-  who  created  the  select  body 
or  corporation  ;  for  previous  to  the  Slst  of  her 
reign,  the  inbabitastt  were  stiled  the  mayor  and 
burgesses.  In  the  Abingdon  case  burgemet  was 
determined  to  mean  all  the  inhabitants.  The  right 
of  voting  was,  thertfore  clearly  in  the  mayor  and 
burgesses,  that  is  in  all  the  inhabitants,  till  a  com- 
mitteaof  the  HouseofCommoos  determined  that 
the  word  "  Populacs"  meant  a  corporation  \ . 

Petitions.    March  3J,  1681.     A  petition   of 
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Sit  Thomu. Littleton,  bait,  aod  Thonu*  Cooky 
esq.  touching  tbe  election  of  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

March  4.  1689.  A  petition  of  John  Manley, 
eaq.,  againat  the  return  of  Sir  John  Aefaurst :  the 
mayor  baring  got  tbe  precept,  executed  the  sane, 
without  giving  any  public  notice  thereof. 

No  determination, 

Oct.  6,  1690.  A  petition  of  John  Manley,  esq., 
to  the,  same  effect. 

No  dt^termination. 

Oct.  93,  1691.  A  petition  of  John  Manley, 
esq.,  to  the  same  effect. 

Dec.  19.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Oct.  19.  1793.  A  petition  of  Oarell  Trelawoy. 
esq.,  againat  the  return  of  Spoicer  Cowper,  and 
Thomas  Windham,  esqra. 

No  determination. 

17B4.  Far).  16.  Tbe  Hon.  Thomaa  Eiakiike, 
and  R<^er  Wilbrabain  petitioned. 

CORPOBATOV. 

Truro  was  last  incorporated  by  Elisabeth.  It 
ie  now  governed  by  a  vnyot,,  four  aldermen, 
twenty  capital  burgesses,  aod  a  recorder.  Tbe 
mayor  has  great  priril^iea ;  he  claims  being  also 
mayor  of  Falmouth,  tbe  post-duea  of  which  baloag 
to  tbia  corporation.  On  the  election  of  a  mayor* 
the  town-mace  muat,  by  cuatom,  be  deliveied  to 
tbe  lord  of  tbe  maitor,  until  aixpence  ia  paid  for 
every  bouae  in  tbe  town,  coanatug  of  400,  as  an 
acknowledgment. 


ii,Googlc 


RIGHT   OP   ELECTION. 

In  1660,*  this  question  was  stated  :  **  Whether 
Ibe  Mayor,  and  four  and  twenty,  or  all  the  Free- 
men of  (his  borough,  have  the  right  to  elect." 
Th«  House  decided  ip  favour  of  the  select  uum- 
ber.  The  dispute,  being  revived  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing, received  the  same  determination. f  In  1689 
the  same  dispute  arose,  and  was  stated  in  the 
journals :%  the  question  was,  "  Whether  the  right 
of  election  was  in  the  populace  or  select  number." 
It  was  contended  that  the  word  populace  meant 
the  greater  body  of  the  freemen,  in  contradiatinc- 
tiou  to  the  select  number.  Their  decision  was, 
like  the  others,  in  favour  of  the  select  number. 

Number  or  totehs — 9j. 

Rbturking  opfjcbr— the  Mayor. 

F^TBON-^Lord  Viscount  Falmouth. 

POI.ITICAI.  CHARAOISK. 

The  inOueoce  in  this  borough  wu,  for  some 
years  warmly  contested  between  Lord  Falmouth 
and  Sir  Francis  Basset :  the  latter  gained  the  ric- 
tary  by  eiw  vote,  in  1780;  and  the  former  by  the 
same  mnjority,  in  I7S4:  but  in  contaquence  of 
their  agreement  respecting  Tregony,  Sir  Francis 
discontinued  his  opposition  in  this  borough  ;  and 
it  is  now  understood  to  be  eotirdy  at  the  devotion 
'  of  bis  lordship. 
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FOWEY. 

FowEY  is  a  borough,  market,  and  sea-port- 
towD,  ID  the  hundred  of  Powder,  Cornwall,  5 
miles  from  Lostwitbiel,  and  339  from  London ; 
containing  SIS  houses  and  Udj  inhabitants,  of 
whom  IS4  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
trade  and  manufacture.  Fowey  stands  on  the  west 
side  of  a  river  of  the  same  name,  which,  falling  into 
the  British  Chaonel,  forms  an  harbour  capable  of 
containing  and  receiving  vessels  of  1000  tons  at 
all  times  of  the  tide.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a 
considerable  trade  in  the  pilchard  fishery.  For  the 
present  defence  of  the  harbour  three  batteries  have 
been  erected  at  the  entrance,  which  stand  so 
high  that  no  ship  can  bring  her  guns  to  bear  oa 
them.  The  market  on  Saturdays  is  well  supplied 
with  all  kinds  of  provisions,  fish,  and  vegetables. 
The  feirs  are  on  Sbrove-Tuesday,  the  1st  of  May, 
and  10th  September.  The  toll  of  the  aarket  and 
fairs,  as  well  as  the  quayage  of  the  harbour,  are 
vested  in  ihe  corporation,  on  the  payment  of  a  fee- 
faxtn  rent  of  40s.  Great  quantities  of  tin  are  dug 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

KEPRE8ENTATITE   HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  to  a  National 
Council  in  the  14th  of  Edward  HI.  and  then  dis- 
continued till  the  13th  Parliament  of  Elizabeth. 

Petitions.  April  6, 1571.  Ordered  an  enquiry 
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coDceraiDg  tberalidity  of  this  aod  other  borot%hs 
to  seod  burgesses  to  Parliament. 

Dec.  13,  169S.  A  petition  of  Shadracb  Vin- 
cent and  Harry  Ashurst,  esqrs.,  against  the  return 
of  Sir  Bevil  Granville,  and  Mr.  Vivian. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  16, 1699.  A  petition  from  the  same  Sha- 
dracb Vincent,  to  the  same  effect,  complaining  that 
Jonathan  Tincombe,  portreve  of  this  borough  bad 
declared  he  would  not  return  petitioner,  "  though 
he  had  even  so  many  voices,  but  that  he  would 
return  Sir  Bevil  Granville  if  he  had  but  four.*' 

Feb.  j,  1700.  The  House  being  informed  that 
the  petitioner  is  since  dead — ordered : 

That  the  committee  of  privil^es,  &c.  be  dis- 
charged from  proceeding  further  in  the  aaid  pe- 
titions. 

Feb.  14,  1700.  A  petition  from  the  mayor,Te- 
corder,  and  major  part  of  the  inbabitaots  of  this  bo- 
rough, against  the  return  of  John  Williams,  ne- 
phew to  Jonatbao  Tincombe,  portreve  of,  this 
borough,  who  admitted  several  persons  to  poll, 
who  were  not  scot  and  lot  men,  but  rather  objects 
^fcharity. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  13,  170s.  A  petition  from  the  mayor* 
recorder/ and  inhabitants,  to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

Qct.  30.  A  petition  of  John  Williams,  esq. 
against  the  return  of  John  Hicks,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  37>  1708.    A  petition  of  John  Forteacue 
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Aland,  etq.igaiott  the  return  of  George  Gnwriile) 
esq.  by  means  of  uodue  practices. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  8,  171 1.  Ord^ed  a  new  writ  for  electiog 
a  bui^esa  for  this  bcioiigb,  in  tfae  room  of  Henry 
Vincent,  esq.  made  a  commissioner  for  victaalHng, 
uidoneiD  tfae  roomof  Geoi^  Henry  Lord  Du- 
plin, made  a  teller  of  ber  majeaty's  «xcbttqoer. 

Pari.  13.  John  Williams  and  Thomas  Artbiog- 
ton,  esqrs.  petitioned.  Renewed  in  the  Sod  ses- 
sion, Feb.  7,  1770.  The  House  rwolred,  "  That 
the  sitting  memben  were  duly  elected." 

Pari.  17.  Thechairmanofxhecommittee,  who 
tried  the  double  return,  reported  to  tho  HoBse 
that  Philip  Rashleigh,  esq.,  and  Richard  Viaoount 
Yalletort,  were  duly  elected. 

COBPOEATIOK. 

Fowey  18  goremed  by  a  mayor,  eight  aldermeii*^ 
a  reoofder,  tad  two  aaaiatanta.  The  Mayor*  while 
is  office,  and  the  next  year,  with  the  seyen  alder- 
men,  are  always  justice*  of  the  peace. 

RIGHT   op   ELECTION. 

May  ;S,  1701.  Resolved  (by  the  oomibittee,) 
That  the  right  oT  electing  bui^geases  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the  borough  «f  Fowey,  Hi  th»t 
county  of  Cornwall,  is  in  the  priiice'tteiiatits'who 

*  Prince't  t^Danta  were  deflned  «d  the  JSifa  of  Marcli,  1701, 
to  be  tncb  only  m  ban  httn  duly  sdaltt«d  afoa  Um  MattTvtls 
•f  tbt  ntmr,  and  bm  doM  tb«k  fttlty. 
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are  capable  of  beiog  portrevea  of  the  siid  boroogh, 
and  ID  such  Inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  oaljr 
as  pay  scot  and  lot- 

The  right  of  election  is  undentood  to  be  in  all 
tfae  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 

NUMBSR  OP  TOTKBS— 6S. 

EsTCKNiNo  OFFicia— the  Fortmre,  ohoten 
by  «  jirry  of  the  prince's  tenants. 

PATftoiM-^BBrl  of  Mount  Edgecomb  and 
William  Rashleigh,  esq. 

POLITICAL  CHAXACrBI. 

It  is  one  of  the  feudal  tenures  belonging  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  as  Duk«  oFComvrall.  The  pro- 
perty ia  principally  in  Wiliiam  Raahleigb,  esq.  A 
Tcry  powerful  and  expentive  opposition  wasmatle 
to  his  interest  in  17S4,  by  Lord  Shuldham,  and 
Sir  Ralph  Payne,  who  were  sui^posed  to  have  the 
good  wishes  of  the  prince  hiuiself ;  but.  after  se* 
vera!  law-suits  on  abstract  points,  it  was  last  ses- 
sion finally  determined,  by  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  favour  of  Lord  Valletort, 
son  to  the  Earl  of  Mount  Edgecomb,  and  Philip 
Rwhleighs  esq.,  uncle  of  the  {nesent  patron. 

A  number  of  surreptitious  votes  were  polled  at 
the  Inst  election.  The  parties' each  set  up  a  re- 
turaiug  officer,  who  admitted  all  the  votes  tender- 
«d  in  ftivour  <^  their  fnincipals  respectively;  but 
the  committee  reduced  the  number  to  63,  and  spe- 
cially repCMled  to  the  House,  under  the  authority 
of  the  amended  Grenville  Act  ou  the  7th  of  March, 
1791. 

*'  That  ttie  portreve  of  the  borough  of  Fowey  is 
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"  the  returnhig  officer  for  the  said  borough ;  and 
'*  that  it  is  necessary  that  such  returoin];  officer 
"  should  be  chosen  or  presented  by  a  homage- jaiy 
*'  oftheprinoe'stenantStdulyadmittedonthecourt- 
**  rolls  of  the  manor  of  the  said  boroagh :  and  that 
**  the  prince's  tenants,  admitted  by  the  steward  or 
"  deputy  steward,  at  the  court  holden  io  the  said 
"  manor,  are  duly  admitted ;  and  that  the  present* 
*'  ment  of  the  homage*-  is  not  oecewary  to  such 
'*  admission/' 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  which  tried  the 
petition  against  the  merits  of  Mr.  Rashleigh's  and 
Lord  Valletort'a  ejection,  'reported  "  That  the  per- 
sons entitled  to  elect  the  porlreTe  of  the  borough  of 
Fowey,  are  those  who  are  capable  of  holding  that 
office,  that  is,  such  prinoe'a  tenants  only,  as  have 
bean  duly  admitted  on  the  court-rolls  of  the  manor 
of  the  said  borough,  and  have  done  fealty,  aoA 


*  The  umeat  prewatneot  of  bamage  ii,  tocoidiag  t»I^t^- 
ton,  tb«  matt  howurable  and  nott  tmntble  serrice  of  rerereQC* 
that  a  free  tenant  can  make  to  his  lord ;  for,  when  the  tfiiant 
ahall  do  homage,  he  shall  come  nngined.  and  hia  head  oncover- 
ed,  while  his  lord  ia  litting ;  «Bd  the  tenant  ahall  kseel  bdbra 
him  on  both  hia  kaeea,  and  hold  bis  handa  jointly  togethCTi  be- 
tween those  of  his  lord,  and  thtw . shall  say-"  I  becomo  yaw 
mail  from  this  day  forward,  of  lifci  and  nember,  and  of  earthfy 
worthip  :  and  oato  yon  I  shall  be  &ilbfal  and  leyal,  and  owe  yon 
fidth  for  the  teDCmenta  I  clain  to  h«M,  aaTing  the  &ith  1  owe 
to  my  king."  And  then  the  lord  ao  aitling  shall  kiaa  hisa. 
JfCMiaHt.— How  low  was  the  natnral  dignity  of  manredseed  by  thi» 
abject  aif>B>iisioB,  caosed  by  the  feudal  syatem !  Bnt  how  nn^ 
the  mind  of  the  aobject  hsTe  been  debased,  when  snch  serrili^ 
cenid  bare  been  deemed  the  most  hoooonble  teirice  that  trtsmm 
naa  c««U  pay  lo  hit  lord '.!! 
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BQSSINNEY,  tUiai  TUTTAOEL.  S09 

held  imoediateljr  of  the  Duk«  of  Cornwall,  aa 
parcel  of  his  said  manor  of  the  said  borough  and 
whose  titles  to  those  lands  have  been  presented  to 
a  court-baron  by  a  sworn  homage  or  juiy  of  the 
fteeholders  of  the  said  manor,  Slst  March,  1793' 


BOSSINNEY. 

Known  in  this  county  by  the  name  of  Tintagel, 
a  small  hamlet,  containing  16  houses,  and  these 
no  better  than  cottages.  This  with  Trevenna, 
another  little  hamlet  equally  mean  and  inconsi- 
derable, lie  in  the  parish  of  Tintagel  which  has 
649  inhabitants.  It  is  4  miles  from  Cameli^rd, 
and  333  from  London. 

«  REPRESSNTATIVE^HISTOftT. 

This  insignificant  borough  never  Sent  members 
to  Parliament  until  tbe  6th  of  Edward  VI.  It 
was  made  a  borough  by  Richard,  Earl  of  Corn- 
wall, the  brother  of  Henry  111.  and  the  right  of 
voting,  according  to  Browne  Willis,  esq.,  and 
every  other  authority  we  have  seen,  is  in  every 
person  possessing  a  right  of  freohold  withip  the 
said  borough,  the  limits  of  which  estend  over  the 
whole  parish  of  Tintagel,  which  is  the  ancient 
name  of  the  borough,  and  the  name  used  in  all 
returns. 

This  borough  never  had  a  charter ;  but  has  a 
pawn  calling  himself  a  titular  mayor,  who  nei- 
ther pretends  to  possess  the  power  of  a  magistrate 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  p 
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nor  even  of  a  eonsUble  ;  bot  who  officiafecs  only 
as  returning  officer  at  elections.  He  has  also  as- 
sociated about  bim,  a  select  number  oi  the  free- 
hoMera  of  Tintagel,  whom  he  calls  feeemen,  or 
bui^esses ;  and  who  are  of  so  much  imporltBce, 
that  we  tbink  it  necessary  to  give  a  list  of  their 
names,  as  they  have  assumed  to  themselves  the 
right  of  electing  members,  exclusive  of  the  free- 
holders of  the  borough,  who  are  ten  times  their 
nawber :  yst  these  frecsneo  have  bo  charter,  nor 
any  tcaolutioBof  the  House  of  Commons  ta  sanc- 
tion their  claims 

SBLr-CAXATBO  CORPOEATION. 

WiUiwn  Symoods,  generally  the  titular  mayor. 
John  Symonds, 


Thomas  Symonds, 
William  Synaonds, 
-  Symonds, 


Hi! 


William  Avery,        > 

Th«na.A«.y,        I   ««  aephev,». 

Thomas  Glanville,   his  son-in-law. 

William  Brown. 
These  nine  men,  eight  of  whom  are  of  one  fit- 
mily  form  the  whole  constituent  body  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Bossinney,  alias  Tlntage). 

The  following  eight  revenue  officers,  belonging 
to  the  custom-hoose  at  Padstow,  f^vm  also  part  of 
this  self-created  corporation,  but  aie  disqu«ltt«d- 
from  voting  by  Mr.  Crew's  bilF ;  the  operation  of 
which  disfranchised  the  whole  of  this  body,  and 
left  only  one  toHtary  indwiduat,  whose  name  ws» 
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Arthur  Wade,  in  the  year  178*,  to  exercise  the 
important  function  of  choosing  two  members  of 
parliament.  The  family  of  Wade  composed  this 
titolny  corporation  at  that  time,  as  the  family  of 
SytnmcHKls  does  at  the  present  instant. 

William  Taylor,        J  „...      ^- 
William  Wade.         J  ^'^'"8  Officers. 

Stephen  Wade,       ^    Tide-waiter. 
Josias  Robins, 


William  Bray, 
Richard  Avery, 
James  Martyn, 
Thomas  Brown, 


Boat-men,  all  of  the 
'  customs,  of  the  port 
ofPadstow. 


Petitions,  &c*  Nor.  14,  1640.  Mr.  May- 
nard  neporiedfrom  the  committee  of  privileges,  &Ci 
that  there  w«re  sereral  indentures  retuTDed  for 
boi^esses  of  this  borough ;  the  one  returned  by 
Mr.  Coryton,  mayor  of  this  borough,  and  the 
othera  returned  promiscuously. 

Feb.  15,  1641.     ResolvedY  •*  That  the  election cirw, 
of  burgesses  for  Bossinney  is  totally  void.''  ^' 

And  the  House  does  further  declare,  that  they 
thiek  it  fit  that  thei^  be  six  days  notice  given  to 
the  electors,  after  the  precept  comes  to  the  hands 
of  the  officer  of  this  town,  before  they  proceed  to' 
the  election. 

May  16,  tG6l.  Sergeant  Charletofi  reported: 
"  That  Robert  R^erts  and  Richard  Rowse,  esqrs., 
are  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  sit,"  to  %rhich  the 
House  agreedi 
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June  1,  \6S5.  A  petition  of  Riebard  Duti, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  of  tbis  borough. 

No  report  appears, 

July  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Manley, 
esq.,  against  tbe  return  of  John  Tregale,  esq.,  by 
tbe  said  John  Tregale,  setting  up  one  Nathan  Wil- 
liams as  ntayor,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  William 
Taylor,  the  lawful  and  sworn  mayor,  and  by  va* 
rious  acts  of  bribery  out  of  his  majesty's  revenue 
of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  whereof  tbe  said  Tre- 
gale is  receiver. 

Tbe  said  election  declared  void,  and  a  acw  writ 
ordered. 

CORPORATION. 

It  hat  no  charter,  but  an  assumed  mayor,  and 
an  ind^nite  number  of  fteemcn  or  burgesses. 

RiOHT  or  BLiCTioK. — All  who  have  free  Itad 
In  the  borou^,  and  live  in  the  parish,  are  deemed 
freemen,  and  have  votes  at  tbe  elections  of  nrayor 
and  members  of  Parliament.  Willis,  voL  ii.,  page 
119.  (There  being  no  charts,  nor  ieflDlutioii.of 
tbe  House.) 

IfuHBER  OY  TOTRRS— 0. 

Patrons — Earl  of  Mount  Edgecombe  and 
James  Archibald  Stuart  Wortley,  esq,,  one  of  tb« 
present  members. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTRR. 

T»  point  out  how  this  little  body  of  nitteaelf- 
appointed  electors  is  acted  upon  is  rather  dificuU. 
As  eight  of  them  belong  to  one  fonilyt  it  nay 
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cosily  be  CMWeived:  bow  they  keep  the  secret; 
but  as  it  has  been  proved  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  Duchy  Court  was  ooce  robbed 
by  a  candidate  to  bribe  this  borough,  it  is  a  proof 
they  were  not  always  immaculate. 


PENRYN. 

Pekstv  is  a  borough  and  market-town,  in  tbe  wmit. 
parish  of  St.  Gluvian's,  hundred  of  Kerriar,  Corn-'*""'^'"' 
wall,  situated  on  an  eminence  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  called  the  King's  Road  which  runs  into 
Falmouth  harbour,  three  miles  from  Falmouth, 
and  966i  from  London ;  containing  S94  houses 
and  9,934  inhabitants,  viz.  1,919  males,  and  Ii404 
females,  of  whom  197  were  returned  as  being  em- 
ployed in  trade ;  but  its  principal  business  is  in 
the  pilchard  and  Newfoundland  fisheries.  It  is 
reckoned  the  granary  of  the  south-western  pert  of 
the  county,  having  considerable  warehouses  ge- 
nomlly  Well  stored  with  Bour  and  grain  from  the  - 
Isle  of  Wight  and  Hampshire.  The  market  days 
are  on  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday.  Fairs, 
Ist  May,  7th  July,  and  31st  December. 

RXPRCSKMTATJTB  BI8I0KT. 

This  borough  never  sent  members  to  Parltament  vnuii.v.s. 
till  the   Ist  of  Mary,  and  was  incorporated  by^*°** 
Jamea  I.  in  the  18tb  year  of  his  reign.     A  new 
charter  was  granted  by  Jamea  11.,  which  vested 
the  election  of  members  in  the  magistracy  only, 
t>ut  this  they  refiised  to  accept.     A  custom  is  said 
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to  bare  prevailed  here  for  the  atcwaid  of  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter,  who  is  lord  of  the  DaDor  of  this 
borough  and  its  forrens  or  out  borough,  to  send  his 
precept  to  the  portreve,  or  mayor,  to  retura  two 
Elizors,  or  principal  men  of  tiie  place,  who  were  to 
el^ct  twenty-two  more,  to  make  up  a  jury  upon  all 
Jaw  court-days,  toexecute  the  town  business,  and 
choose  the  members  ;  but  this  has  been  long  re- 
jected. The  sheriff's  precept  is  still  directed  to 
the  portreve,  who  for  many  years  has  been  the 
same  person  who  executed  the  office  of  mayor. 
I-  This  borough  is  also  said  to  have  made  ope  rer 
turn  thejast  year  of  Edward  VI.,  and  to  have  been 
made  a  borough  by  Henry  111. 

Petitions.  Oct.  25,  I68D,  A  petition  of 
Francis  Trefusis,  and  James  Verpoo,  esqrs. 

J^o  determini^tiop, 

Mar4;h  3,  1681,  A  petition  of  Samuel  Rolls, 
and  James  Vernon,  esqrs.,  pouching  the'  election 
.for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  10,  l698r  A  petition  from  James  Vernon, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Alexander  Fendarvis, 
esq. 

No  determinatioOr 

Dec,  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  Francis  Godol- 
phin,  esq.  (commonly  called  Lord  Raillon)  against 
the  return  of  Alexander  Pepdarris,  and  Samuel 
Trefusis,  esqre. 

No  deto-mination, 

Pari.  9.  John  Viscount  Glenorchy,  and  John 
Clavering,  esq.,  petitioners,  petition  witbdiAwn. 

P^rl.  1^.     Several  of  the  electors    petitioned 
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against  the  sitting  members,  but  the  petition  was 
not  renewed  the  second  sesBi<Hi. 

{NmI.  16.  J«8huB  Smitb  and  Ricbaul  Jackson, 
es<|tt.»  pctitioaed,  i^swed  the  seooad  sestion, 
w^  ttn  oommittee  found  that  die  wtAag  nem- 
bers  were  duly  eteoted. 

In  1806,  J^n  Bettesworth  Tre^anion,  esq., 
ud  Williaa  Wingfietd  petitionftd  against  Sir 
Chmtopher  HawkiM.  This  was  tried,  and 
Atkyos  Wright,  esq.,  the  chairman,  reported  to 
the  House  Feb.  4,  1S07 : 
, "  That  it  appeared  to  the  committee  thvt  Sir 
Cfafistopher  Uawkios,  bait.,  had  by  fainiself  and 
liis  agents  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  corrupt  prac- 
tices to  influence  the  last  election  for  the  borough 
of.  Pearyo." 

The  House  thereupon  ordered  the  said  Sir 
ChiistopbOT  Hawkidsto  be  prosecuted  by  the  At- 
torBcy<-GeMraI. 

CORFOEATIOM. 

James  I.,  in  the  I8tb  year  of  his  reign,  incor- 
porated this  borough.  The  body  consists  of  a 
mayor,  ^ven  more  aldermen,  and  twelve  bur- 
gesses, with.power  to  choose  a  recorder,  steward, 
town-derk,  two  constables,  and  two  mace-bearers. 


^: 


RIGHT   or    KLSCTIOK 

in  the  Inhabitaots  at  large  who  pay  scot  and 


RsTURNiMO  OFriCBKS — the  Meyo^  who  is  also 
Portreve. 

NvHBBR  OP  TOVEltS — 140. 

.    Patrof— Lord  de  DuBStROville. 
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COUNTIES,  CITIES,-  A»D  BOROUOHB. 
POUTICAL  CHABACIEB. 

In  1784,  this  borough  waB  under  the  j<»iit  in- 
fluence of  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  and  Sir  Francis  Bas- 
set, now  Lord  de  Dunstanville,  butan^ireeaieDt 
was  said  to  have  been  entered  into  between  these 
two  noblemen  not  to  interfere  in  each  other's  bo- 
roughs of  HelstOD  and  Peoryn,  in  coasequence  of 
which  Lord  de  Ounstanville  became  sole  patron 
of  the  latter  borough. 

His  lordship's  interest  .was  however  disturbed 

I  election'in  I80S,  by  John  Milford, 

.,  and  Henry  Swan,  esq.,  who  op- 

dship's  nomination  of  the  late  Sir 

lington,  and  Sir  John  Nicholl,  and  . 

^ority  of  I^al  votes  upon  the  pott. 

A  number  of  names  however  were  by  some  means 

intruded    into    the   poor  rate   the.  night  before 

the  election,  and  admitted  the  next  day  to  vote, 

whichmade  the  numbi^rs  on  the  poll  appear  a« 

follow ; 

Sir  Stephen  Lushington 94 

Sir  John  Nicholl 89 

John  Milford,  esq 81 

Henry  Swan,  esq 69 

A  petition  was  accordingly  presented  against  the 
return,  and  actions  for  bribery  to  an  enormous 
amount  were  commenced ;  but  a  compromise  was 
afterwards  effected  before  either  of  them  came  to 
trial ;  for  which  the  injured  party  is  said  to  hava 
reeeived  ten  thousand  po.unds  besides  huriag  all 
their  expenses  reimbursed. 

Lord  de  Dunstanville,  to  whom  many  of  the 
voters  are  tenants  upon  loases  for  lives,  has  still 
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LAUNCESTON. 

the  controlin^  interest  io  this  borough  ;  but  Mr. 
Siran  bts  continaed  One  of  its  members. 

Sir  Christopher  Hawkins  has  also  endeaVoured 
to  establish  an  interest  in  this  borough ;  but  with- 
out success. 


LAUNCESTON. 

Launcrston,  a  borough,  market-town,  and  wiii(i,voi, 
partsh  in  ibe  hundred  of  East,  Cornwall,  SO  mites 
from  Bodmin,  and  913  from  London.  It  is  pleas- 
antly seated  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  on  the  river 
Tamer,  and  contains  393  houses  and  1,483  inhabit- 
ants, 490  of  whom  were  returned  as  being  employ- 
ed in  various  trades,  &c.  The  winter  assizesare  held 
at  the  Guildhall  in  this  town,  the  summer  assizes 
having  of  late  years  been  removed  to  Bodmin. 
Most  kinds  of  provisions  are  both  plentiful  and 
reasonable,  'but  coals  are  very  dear.  The  markets 
are  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  and  the  fairs  the 
first  Thursday  in  March,  dd  Thursday  in  April, 
Whit  Monday,  July  6,  Nov.  17,  and  Dec.  6. 

,  REPSESBNTATITB  HISTOKY. 

This  towtr  fr^s  made  a  borough  by  Richard, 
brother  of  King  He'niy.  It  returned  burgesses  to 
Farntfmeht  the  93rd  or  Edward  the  First,  and  has 
dcAieso  to  this  time.  In  our  account  of  Laun- 
oeaten,- "another  borough  called  Newport  is  in 
some  respects  comprehended,  both  which  are  pro- 
perly speaking  in  the  parish  of  St.  Stephen,  whose 
church  is  the  mother  church  to  both  places. 
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Petetioms,  &c.  June  89,  l6€0.  Op  tfaedouble 
return  of  3ir  John  Cloberry,  and  Edward  £lli«t, 
esq^,  it  wu  resolved  i 

"  Tbat  Sir  John  Cloberry  is  duly  elected."  To 
which  the  House  agreed. 

May  30,  171S.  A  petition  of  Sir  William  Fen- 
darris,  knt.,  and  Charles  Stratham>  esq.,  against 
the  illegal  return  of  Edward  Hqle,  and  Joshua 
Anstis. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

March  97,  1716.  On  a  motion  for  a  new  writ 
being  issued  for  electing  a  burgess  for  this  borough, 
to  serve  in  the  mom  of  John  Anstis,  esq.,  appoint- 
ed garter  principal  king  at  arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  patent  by  which  tba 
said  office  is  granted  to  Mr.  Anstis  be  laid  befcre 
the  House, 

Not  determined  till 

Dec.  7,  17]7>     When  a  new  writ  was  ordered. 

Oct  19,  1739.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Smith, 
end  John  Willis,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Alex* 
ander  Pendarvis,  esq.,  and  Dr.  John  Frimd, 
through  corrupt  and  illegal  practices. 

The  House,  being  informed  the  said  petition  ww 
delivered  without  Mr.  Smith's  privity  «r  content. 

Ordered  the  said  petititm  to  be  rejected. 

A  petition  of  the  major  part  of  the  inhafaitaott 
within  this  borough,  also  shewing,  "  That  the  right 
of  election  is  in  tbe  Freemen,  and  those  who  have 
served  le^  apprenticeships  with  fraonen  of  Cbis 
borough,  and  no  others." 

Resolved,    *'  Tbat  Alexander  Fenduvis,   and 
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John  Willis,  esqrs.,  are  duly  ^ect«d  buj^esses  for 
this  borough. 

That  Juba  Friend,  M.  D.  is  not  duly  elected. 

The  said  resolutions,  with  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  the  right  of  electiou  being  read  twice,  were 
.^gresd  to  by  tho  House,  and  a  new  writ  ordered 
for  a  burgess  in  the  room  of  John  Willis,  esq.,  vbo 
faas  accepted  the  o^ce  of  second  justice  of 
Chester. 

Pari.  8,  Sir  Williooi  Irby,  and  Charles  Wyod- 
ibam,  esq.,  petitioned,  the  former  was  voted  duly 
eiected,  and  tbe  latter  withdrew  iiis  petition. 

Farl,  11.  Peter  Burreil,  esq.,  petitioned  ^ai^st 
Sir  John  St.  Aubin's  election,  and  the  House 
found  that  he  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  ha.ve 
A>eeD  returned. 

COHPORATIOK. 

The  cwporetioD  consists  of  a  may<H-,  recsorder, 
eight  aldCTraen,  aad  an  indetinite  Dumber  of  fne- 
men. 

March  17t  1793.     Reaolrcd,  "  That  the  r^titek»di, 
jof  election  of  tbe  borough  of  Lauoceston,  ahtu  lij^^* 
I^nobeted,  in  the  county  cf  Cornwall,  is  in  the  ^b'- 
Mayor,  Aldermen*  and  Freemen,  being  inhabitants 
at  the  time  they  were  made  free,  and  not  receiving 
pay  of  the  parish. 

March  <£4,  1734.     Resolved,  '*  That  tbe  alder-  p^kwdi, 
pKn  of  the  borough  of  Dunbeved,  o/ia»  Laun- J[;'!;P;^'' 
ccsAon,  in  the  oonnty  of  Cornwall,  ought  tobe*"*- 
elected  out  i^tfae  l^al  freedoAiof  the  said  bei«ugh 
only," 
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NdUBES  Ofr   TOitBS — 15 

Retorning  officer — the  Major. 
FATRON~-Duke  of  Northumberland. 


POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  election  being  here  in  the  corpora- 
tion, it  is,  like  at)  other  boroughs  where  that  right 
is  so  limited,  under  the  control  of  a  patron.  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  having  pur- 
chased the  estates  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Hum- 
phrey Maurice,  and  the  femily  seat  at  Werington, 
near  this  town,  obtained  the  control  of  Launces- 
toQ,  and  the  command  of  Newport,  which  is  a 
small  place  at  the  side  of  this  town,  and  separated 
from  it  only  by  a  current  of  water  which  the  pas- 
senger steps  over.  Here  are,  however,  two  dts- 
tinct  boroughs,  sending  each  two  members  to  Par- 
liament, and  the  right  of  voting  is  different;  it  be- 
ing at  Launceston,  limited  to  the  corporation,  con- 
sisting of  a  mayw,  eight  aldermen,  a  recorder,  and 
an  indefinite  number  of  freemen,  who  at  present 
are  only  seren,  making  the  whole  number  of  etee- 
tors  fifteen;  while,  in  Newport,  the  right  of  Sec- 
tion is  in  about  sixty  burgage  t^iures,  which  are 
all  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  NortbumbolaDd, 
whose  steward,  Mr.  Richard  Wilson,  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  attorney  at  law,  is  recorder  of  Launoestoe, 
and  manager  of  Newport. 

In  1795,  the  late  Duke  of  Buccleugb,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Rose,  of  the  Treasury,  obtained  the  pationa^ 
of  this  borough  ;  ali  the  members  of  the  corpcmi- 
tion,  except  five,  allured  by  tiie  glare  d  tieasury- 
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sunsliioe,  fleserted  the  Duke  of  NortbumberiuKi, 
and  elected  Mr.  Garthshore,  iinder-aecretary  of 
State  to  tbe  late  Lord  Melville.  In  the  following 
year,  the  Duke  of  Nortbumberlaod  recovered  bis 
ioflueDce  by  a  majority  of  one  Tote.  The  num- 
bera  on  the  poll  at  the  general  election  being,  for 

Tbe  Hon.  John  Randon 18 

James  Brogden,  esq 13 

£arl  of  Dalkeith 11 

W.  Garthahore,  esq ,  U 


NEWPORT. 

Kewport  is  a  boroagh  in  tbe  pari»h  of  Sf, 
Stephen'i,  three  ^mites  from  Launceston,  and  S14 
ftcm  London. 

BBPftESKHTATITB  HI8TOXY. 

Tfait  borough  is,  in  iact,  a  small  part  of  the 
town  of  LauncestOD,  but  not  within  the  limits  of 
that  corporation,  being  separated  by  a  small  rivn- 
let.  It  never  sent  a  burgess  to  Parliament  until 
the  6th  of  Edward  tbe  Sixth,  from  which  time  it 
has  cootinued  so  to  do.  The  rigbt  of  voting  here 
is  different  from  Launceston,  it  being  there  con- 
fined  to  "  tbe  mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen,  being 
"  inhabitants  at  tbe  time  of  their  being  made  free, 
"  and  not  receiving  pay  from  the  parish :"  but  at 
this  place,  two  persons  called  ViandctSi  are  cbbs^n 
yearty  at  Ibe  lord's  court,  who  are  the  retnrnihg 
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officers ;  and  these,  with  the  inbabitants  at  lirge^ 
being^AU  those Mrho  pay  scot  and  k)t,or  have  burgage 
tenuie  in  the  district,  elect  the  ttpresetitatives. 
That  this  place  retained  the  name  of  Dunbeved, 
aa  welt  as  Launoeston,  iS'  plahi  from  the  first  re- 
turn  of  raembers;  for  anno  6,  Edward  V!.,  the 
sheriff  of  this  county  sent  up  members  for  Dun- 
beved, alias  Newport,  and  again,  in  the  last  Par- 
liament of  Philip  and  Mary ;  and  anno  5,  Eliz., 
members  were  returned  for  Dunbeved,  aa  well  as 
for  Launceston ;  and  in  one  of  the  indentures  it 
is  called  Villa  Dounbevnd,  altos  Launceston, 
though,  in  some  of  the  intermediate  ones,  it 
Is  named  Newport,  jtixto  Launceston,  and  hi 
others  Newport,  as  at  this  day.  Tbe  Duke  of 
Northumberland  is  lor^  of  the  manor,  and  owner 
ofthegreatestpwtoftheboxougb.  TheremaiDder 
of  it  belongs  to  Mr.  Carpenter,  of  Tary  Hoiue^ 
This  place,  under  the  names  of  Newport  and 
Launceston,  sends  as  many  members  to  Parlia- 
ment  aa  the  city  of  London.  Like  East  afid  West 
liooe  in  this  county,  Weymouth  and  Melcombe 
Regis  in  Dorsetshire,  Aldborough  and  Rorougb-< 
bridge  in  Yorkshire,  and  Bramber  and  Steyning  w 
Sussex,  they  are  only  different  names  for  the 
same  places— split  into  two  bofougbs  each,  to> 
answer  tbe  corrupt  purposes  of  th«  ttmcs  they 
were  created  to  serve. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  17,  1695.  Sir  Johiv 
Fincb  reported  Mr.  Wyllyam's  Caae. 

Another  report  by  Cbe  inhabitants  fee  Mr.  Wyl- 
Ivan). — He  deserted  the  caude>and  therefore  tber 
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committee  were  of  opiaion,  tbat  the  indtntun  for 
Mr.  Wyllyam  should  be  withdriwo. 

No  det^mioation. 

April  94,  1661.  A  petition  of  Honiy  Ford, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

Ordered  to  the  next  meetiog  of  the  committee. 

April  99,  1669.  Inlbrmation  that  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  touch- 
ing the  electi<m  for  this  borough,  would  be  too. 
early,  on  account  of  Mr.  Et^^ecomb  being  at.  a 
great  distance. 

Ordered:  "That  the,  matter  be  at^uroed  tilt 
the  next  meeting  of  the  House  afiter  the  reces»." 

Feb.  23,  1677.  A  petition  of  Sir  Walter- 
Yonge,  bart.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  tor 
this  borough. 

No  determination. 

May  33, 1678.  A  petition  of  John  Coryton, 
esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of  Ambrose  Mana- 
ton,  esq. 

S5th, .     A  petition  o(  Sir  Walter  Yonge, 

bart.,  to  the  same  effect. 

Oct.  93.  A  petition  of  John  Coryton,  esq.,  to 
the  same  effect,  complaining  that  the  return  was 
made  by  only  one  viander,  whereas  the  two  vian- 
ders  make  but  one  office. 

No  determination. 

March  20,  1679.  A  petition  of  John  Ai^urice, 
merchant,  i^inst  the  return  of  John  Coryton,  esq. 

No  decision. 

Dec.  31,  1690.  A  petition  of  Narcissus  Lutt- 
reU,  esq.,  complaining  of  an  undue  return. 
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Petition  withdrawn ;  tbe  prayer  thereof  bei^ 
conceived  irregular. 

Jan.  I,  1691.  A  petition  of  Narcissus  Luttrell, 
eSq.»  to  the  Mme  effect. 

Nothing  done  in  it. 

Feb.  16,  1698.  A  petition  of  John  Frideanx, 
esq.,  against.tbe  return  of  Tbomas  Stratford,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  13, 1700.  A  petition  of  John  GnDville, 
eiq.,  against  the  return  of  Francis  Stratford,  esq., 
in  consequence  of  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the 
rianders,  wAo  declared,  before  the  election^  tkey 
would  return  the  $aid  Franci*  Stratford  if  he  had 
but  ten  vote; 

'  A  petition  of  the  freeholders  and 

inhabitants  of  this  borough,  complaining  to  the. 
same  effect. 

M8y7, 1701.     Both  petitions  withdrawn. 

COBPO&AIIOK. 

None. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

Is  in  tbe  Inhabitants,  being  burgage  holders,  and 
paying  scot  and  lot. 

Number  op  voters— nominally  6St  biit  ac 
tually  only  one. 

Rbtdrnino  ofpicbrs — ;two  Viandeis,  ^- 
pointed  at  the  court  leet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor. 

Proprietor — Duke  of  Northumberland. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER 

Is  described  under  Launceston,  to  which  this  is  a 
suburb. 
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LESTWITHIEL. 

Lestwithibl,  a  boroagh,  iDatket  town,  and 
parish,  in  tbe  hundred  of  Powder,  CorawalU  three 
Bkiks  (torn  Fowey,  and  V46  from  London ;  con- 
taiaing  13 1  houses  and  743  inhabitanU.  It  stands 
CD  the  river  Fowey,  which  was  formerly  navigable, 
but  is  now  cboaked  up  with  sand.  Here  is  the 
staiiMTy  goal ;  and  tbe  connty  courts  of  Cornwall 
an  held  here.  The  market  is  on  Friday,  and  tt 
bas  a  tolerable  woollen  manu&ctarc.  Fair,  No- 
vember 13. 

KBPXBSBNTATITK  aiSTORT. 

This  borough  6rst  sent  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  33rd  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and 
then  discontinued  till  the  4th  of  Edward  11. 

PBTrTioNs,   &c.     May  6,    1660.     The  com-cuew,|t. 
mittee  of  privileges  reported :  That  John  Clayton  "*' 
and  WaltCT  Moyle,  esqrs.,  are  returned  in  one  in- 
denture by  the  mayor  of  this  borough,  and  in 
another  indenture,  tbe  said  mayor  bas  returned 
Henry  Ford,  esq. 

Detwmined:  "Thatnoneofthesepersonsought 
to  sit." 

Ordered !  **  That  the  mayor^  for  his  misdemeanor, 
doattend  the  bar  of  this  House,  and  that  be  bear 
tbe  chai^  of  tbe  summonB." 

Mr.  Turner  reported :  "  That,  upon  examina- 
tion of  the  facti  it  appeared  the  double  indenture  . 
was  so  returned  by  the  mayor,  upon  a  promifie 
made  to  turn,  that  if  it  were  adjudged  a  false  re- 
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turn  he  sbould  be  saved  harmless:"  whereupon, 
it  was 

Resolved:  "  That  the  mayor  of  this  horougb, 
bedisebUgMl'fNMn  flirtber  ^endaiioe,  uponifAy- 
iog  his'fees." 

Dec.'lS,  )6!9S.  A  petitioirof  JohniHidfs,  esq., 
KprMeiltiDg  be'had  becQ' invited,  by  iheeleotorB 
of  lfais1>orottgb,~to  he  one  of  their  re[Jrese&tatiTts ; 
but  by  t^  unjtntnad  illegal  iriflu^ee^of  ■«  pfMT 
ii^'tbe  t'Cblm, 'of' great  )phiee  and  trmt  in  this 
tiounty,  'siTeibl'of  the-eleetors  w'ere^fentMckd  to 
-Tote  <^)bst  4tnn. 

May  4, 1690.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Feb.  SO,  1700.  A  petition  of  Geo^e  Booth, 
esq.,  againi)t' the  Rtuili  of 'Sir  Johti  Molesworth, 
'and  JDhn'Buller,  ^. 

Marchis.    Petition  witWrewn. 

May ^3,  1701.  Apetttion  of  John  Hioks,esq(> 
-against  the  return  of  Geoige  'Booth,  -esq.,  by 
means  of  the  inQuence  of  a  noble:peer  of  ibis 
realm,  ai^  the  ac^ieitatioos  of  his'servailts  and 
agents. 

No  dctertnieation. 

Jan.  5,  1703.  A  petition  of  Warwtok  Hft»koy, 
^q.,  f^iost  the  itettirD  of  Sir  John  Moleaworth. 

No  determioation. 

Nov.  3,  1705.  A  petition  of  Jfamoa  Koadall. 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Robert  Moleswortii, 
esq.,  by  reason  of  the  late  aay^v,  Jolm  J^uw,  wq., 
having  arbitrarily  disframchised  sevemJ  of  the  bur- 
gesses, and  used  divers  uadue  [Maeliaeslo'pnv^t 
the  return  of  the  petitioner. 

Dec.  30.    A  C9mpt«nt  beiog  -made,'  tb»i  J^w 
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Jobiw,  ike  lale  magror  of  this  borough,  Joho  Haw- 
key* and  H^HJiam  T^rapoeU,  ihaVing  the  books  of 
lJie«oi)pCffstioB  io  tbcir  custody,  have  pefuied  to 
obey  an  order  fram  the  Committee  of  Pririleges, 
&c,  to  permit  James  KendalU^eq.,  toioipect,  and 
taJfie  «ates  uhI  copies  there&om. 

Ordered :  "  That  the  laid  John  Jobns,  John 
Hawkey,  aod  WiUiara  Trapnel],  do  strictly  obey 
tbeotder of  the  Commits  of  Prtrileges  of  Elec- 
tkn*/* 

Blst.  (Resolved  :  *'  That  Jataei  Kendall,  «sq.t 
is  iduly  elected." 

Resolved :  "  That  Robert  MQlesw<»1b»  esq.,  ii 
not  duly  elected." — To  both  which  the  House 
agreed. 

Nojir.  36,  1708.  A  petition  of  Fravcii  Robartes 
and  Russel  Robartes,  esqrs.,  against  the  lietum  of 
James  (Kendall  and  Joseph  Addisou,  esqis. 

Np  determination. 

A  petition  from  the  chief  magistrates,  and  aS' 
aiataats,  touchitig  the  right  of  eiectJon  ;  Jind  com- 
'  plaining  of  an  undue  election  for  this  borough. 

No  decision. 

Nov.  33,  1709.  A  petition  of  the  cbierm^is- 
tsates  and  atsist^ots  of  -this  borough,  complaining 
pfon  undue  efectioii  and  return  of  James  K-eodall 
and  Joseph  .Adttison,  ^sqrs. 

Dec.  SO.  Aesolved :  *'  That  James  Kendall 
and  Jweph  Addison,  flsqrs.jMe, not  duLyeleotad." 

Aaaolved:  "Jriiat  Francis  Oobattes,  and  Rus- 
sd  jRobartes,  eaqtB.,>aD&duIy«leetad  to  serve  as 
bttigesaea  -for  -dw  boroogh." — >To  which  resolu- 
tions the  House  agreed. 
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Dec-.  9,  1710.  A  petition  of  Ru8sel  Robartes, 
esq.,  against  the  retura  of  Hugh  Fortescue,  esq., 
by  naeanfl  of  indirect  practices  on  the  psrt  of 
Alexander  Johns,  esq.,  the  mayor. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  the  chief  magistrates  and  assist- 
ants oS  this  borough,  shewing  that,  by  the  con- 
stitution  of  this  borough,  a  new  mayor  onght  to 
be  elected  every  year,  yet  one  Alexander  Johns, 
has,  by  indirect  means,  continued  in,  and  acted 
as,  mayor  for  about  six  years ;  and  also,  that  be, 
at  the  last  election,  by  other  illegal  measures,  re- 
turned Hugh  Fortescue,  esq. 

The  petitioners'  counsel  declared,  that,  having 
failed  in  their  evidence  as  to  the  charter,  they 
waved  their  complaint.  -  Whereupon  the  commit- 
tee resolved : 

"  That  Hugh  Fortescue  is  duly  elected  a  burgess 
for  this  borough." — To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Oct.    19,    1749.      A   petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy,  knight,  and  .Charles  L^h,  esq.,  against 
the  return  of  the  Marquis  of  Hartin^o  and  Lord 
Stanhope.  . 
■    No  determination. 

A  petition  of  Alexander  Johns,  esq.,  mayor  of 
this -borough,  complaining,  that  Edward  Hoblyn, 
esq.,  sheriff  of  this  county,  did  deliver  bis  precept 
to  J<^n  Johns,  one  of  the  burgesses,  who  pro- 
claimed the  same,  took  upon  himself  the  office  of 
mayor,  and  appointed  a  day  of  election,  by  which, 
and  numerous  otha  ill^al  means,  the  petitioner 
was  prevwited  exercising  bis  fttnctions  as  legal 
mayor  of  this  borough ;  and  the  aaid  pretended 
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mayo^  John  JohnO,  and  Edward  Hobtyit  did,  by 
such  illegal  practicea,  return  the  Mfliquia  of  Hart- 
iogtoQ  and  Lord  Stanhope. 

Ordered :  "  That  it  be  nferced  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges,  to  report  on  the  game." 

93nd.  A  motion  was  made :  "  That  the  matter 
of  the  said  petition  be  beard  on  Wednesday  next, 
come  aix  weeks :"  but  it  "waa  disagreed  to,  and 
no  further  report  appears. 

March  II,  179S.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Di^, 
esq.,  agaituit  the  return  of  Sir  Orlando  Bridgeman, 
and  Hebry  Parsons,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Peb.  8,  1796.  A  petition  of  Darell  Trelawney. 
esq.,  compltintfig  of  undue  and  illegal  practices 
^on  the  part  of  John  Collins,  esq.,  high  sheriff  of 
ibis  county,  in  delivering  the  precept  to  one  John 
Johns,  who  bad  not  been  mayor  since  IZO-I ;  and 
although  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected,  and  de- 
clared so  by  the  legal  mayor,  Francis  Johns,  esq., 
yet  the  stdd  bigh  sheriff  refused  to  accept  the  in- 
denture by  which  petitioner  was  so  relumed. 

No  determination. 

COBPORATIOK. 

It  was  first  incorporated  by  Richard,  Earl  of 
Cornwall,  when  he  was  king  of  the  Romans  ;  and 
is  now  governed  by  a  mayor,  six  capital  burgesses, 
and  seventeen  common-councilmen. 

BIOBI  or  ILECTIDK. 

Dec.  90,  1769.  Resohred :  ■>  That  the  right 
of  decting  hatfftmta  to  serve  in  FarUameot  for 
the  borough  of  Lestwitfaiel,  in  the  county  of 
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Gornwftlt)  k  in  t)ie  nMyor  &o4  «nc  capital  boN 
gesses,  together  with  Mventeeir  asnctanM  a[m*Blt;f 
chosen,  and  who  had  a  ri^kt  to  voM  at  th«  fie* 
ceding  election  of  a  la&for. 

NuHBtK  ot  rotMtis-^'-94^:  eapaltle  of  elGc^ 
cteiag  that  right,  onty  9  ;  m^antjf  S. 

Returhing  opFioBfr->^be  MaycT. 

Patbon— '£»!  of  Mount  Edgcovtib, 

POLITICAIi   CHARACTER. 

The  mode  of  etection  in  this  borough  is  saoh  n 
to  dupe  the  electors  out  e^  privileges  wrth  whi4h 
their  representative  charter  afiiactft  lo  invevt  them ; 
for  the  teventeen  consion-coHncilinen,  who  have 
■  right  of  voting,  being  anouallj  ehosen  by  th* 
seven  aldermen,  are  sote  to  be  sndh  m  will  ton' 
form  to  the  dictates  of  those  by  whom  lb«y  eat 
appointed :  such  Kthitation  ef  the  ng^  of 
election  in  this  Oianner,  seems  as  if  it  were  dooe 
to  excite  the  cobtempt  of  the  electors  thonsetvcs 
gainst  their  own  franchises.  To  be  vested  with 
power  wtibont  a  will,  is  as  great  an  rnstilt  to  Hm 
understanding,  aa  it  is  an  injury  to  the  idt«rcBlsof 
mankind  ;  nothing  can  moEC  effectually  tend  to 
induce  the  people  to  abandon  even  their  claims  to 
the  first  privities  of  nature  and  society  with  dis- 
gust.  Tbat  the  king  should  appoint  seven  men, 
who  ifrere  to  nominate  seventeen  others,  to  choose 
two  representatives  of  the  people;  or  that  the 
lord  of  the  manot  should  apfKlillt  two  elizors,  who 
wa«  (0  fioihinate  fweflty-t»o  others,  to  extrcise 
the  satile  iptnrerS :  isBucb  a  IwirlMqbo  M  teprC- 
sentatieti,  M  Keiths  Ottly  lIKMded  to  tdtfgtk  toM* 
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kindJ  oub  «ff  vghts.  tiutf-  might  odierwiafi.  too 
seriously  eodeavoac-to-t^m.  QaLo£t^.BQlpct 
\todf  fjiuttsLV^  saul  to  ba-peeMlaodfieveDueoifi- 
cers,  and  as  such  incapable  of  voting.     . 


ST.  MAWES. 

^.  Ma^k?  »)a,l^E(}^ghjto9[n,in,4e  p^is^  of 
5H.,  4u^  hiiAdM  oif  J^owd^r,  ComffpM»  1,  tfli^j^ 
from  Falmouth,  and,^^  {tfiju^Lj^n^^  on,i)ipeMp 
fii49,o£  ^t^toMWthybafibewc-  b  c<?)?ai^  o|4y.of;one 
steefc  Mfldefr*  IjjlU.^of^fiog  t^  se^.  lt,is.(j^i?flif 
i^al)ijte4:l)|r$gh«];Q^a,.a^d  iagosei)BpiJ;by,q,pf»rtf- 
imvi«>  ^hp  ia  otjiBl^iaiit^  with  i)tp,  title-  9f 
mayor.     Fair,  the  Fridajj^  a^eii;  St.  Lu^'^  day,. 

EBPRJESSyTjVTIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  is  of  uo  greater  note  than  St.  Mi- 
cbaers,  containing  about  the   same  number  of 
bouses.     ItneTCF  sent  members  ttlt- the  year  \563, 
m  which  session  buigesses  being  returned  f&c 
St.  Gmnynea  and  St.  Mawes  in  €omwaH,  with- 
out summons,  Mr.  Speaker  declared  in  ^  House  Piyim, 
that  the  lord  steward  agreed  they  should  retort  fX'*^^' 
unto  the  house,  and  with  convenient  speed  to  shew  P-  *"*- 
M«rr  letters-patents,  why  they  be  returned  in  this 
Parliament.  But  they  were  no  further  questioned, 
and    these    towns    Have  aeooidingly   sent  ever 
since,  the  queen's  inclinatioos  being  well  under- 
stood.    The  paturnfttgoflca  is  thfr  pertreve,  who, 
witfi  the  iiree  mad  vwon-  tenants,  ere  the  eleetors, 
in  BuabcT  about  SO  w  40. 
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Pvl.  6.  FraDcis  Scob^,  aod  Benediet  lOiell, 
esq.,  petitiooen,  reaewed  sew.  9. 

Pari.  8.  Matthew  Chitty  St.  QuiatiB,  aaq., 
patitioDW. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 

BIGHT   OF   ELECTION. 

In  the  Portreve,  who  is  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
complimented  with  the  title  of  Mayor,  and  in  the 
Burgesses  resident  in  the  place. 

NtTHBER  OF  vOTBits— Isin  general  indefinite; 
but  the  present  number  of  the  burgesses  is  33; 
and  as  some  of  these,  being  revenue  bffico^,  are 
Incapacitated  by  Mr.  Crewe's  bill,  this  still  reduces 
the  number  of  actual  voters. 

Returkino  officer — the  Portreve, 

pATRON-^Marquis  of  Buckingham, 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  influence  of  this  borough  was  in  the  kt« 
Lord  Nugent  and  Hugh  Boscawen,  esq.  Bot  tbe 
Marquis  of  Buckingham  suocecdiog  to  tbeettattt 
and  patronage  of  £arl  Nugent,  has  since  had  fhe 
address  to  poesew  biaue]f  of  that  of  Mr.  Boih- 
icawep's  likewise. 


CAMELFORD. 

Cahblvord  is  abiMmigfatown  is  thQ  parish  oi 
Laptcglos,  hundred  of  Leaaewtb,  Coratfrall,  3 
Diiles  Irom  ijelston,  anf]  $$l  from  Lco4on  ;  ooR" 
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laiuing  ISBhousesaDd  fltSinbabttuts.  Jtstaads 
oo  the  banks  of  tbe  river  Camel,  aod  was  fytmerif 
a  pfarcof  iMAe  coQtequeoce,  It  was  here  that 
Kiog  Arthur,  borD  not  (at  from  it,  was  nortaUjr 
woiiuded  by  bis  nephew  Mqrdred,  who  waa  killed 
on  tbe  spot.  The  houses  are  badly  built,  but  the 
streets  are  broad  and  well  paved.  Market  oq  Fri- 
day; faira,-6rst  Tuesday  after  M^rch  IQ,  May  96, 
July  17,  and  Septsmber  6. 

REPB£SENTAIJV£    UISTORY. 

This  borough  was  first  represented  in  Parlia-t^rew, 
meat  id  tbe  time  of  Edward  VI.,  though  creatad  a  ^  "'- 
borough  by  Richard,  Duke  <a4  Connrnll,  and  con-  wiint, 
firmed  by  Henry  tbe  Thind,  in  .1359,  and  ito  ^vi-  ""' 
]e|;e8  renewed  by  Queeo  Mary. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  S4,  I^kSS.  Mr.  Siuitb, 
who  represented  this  borough,  though  otttbwed, 
had  tbe  privilege  of  Parliament. 

March  6.  1599.  Sir  Edward  Hobby  re^re- 
sesMd,  that  a  false  retiim  bad  been  made  trf"  one 
Richard  Leaoh.    Ofdered : 

"  That  the  Speaker  be  appointed  to  more  the 
lord  k4f  per  respecliDg.  this  return."  The  speaker 
reported :  "  That  the  lord  keeper's  answer  was : 
*  That  the  said  return  should  stand,  without 
taking  any  notice  of  any  matter  of  6et,  or  in  the 
«iection  at  all.' " 

March  99>  163S.  Upon  representation  that  $ir 
Thomas  Monk  was,,  at  the  time  of  bis  electioiii  in 
exesutioB,  a  new  wiit  waa  ordered. 

May  5, 1660.  On  •  report  of  Che  several  retiiins 
for  this  )»orou^b. 
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Resolved :  "^  'FbaO  Pbiar  KtlltgmW'  aad  a*muel 
TiAtamBeji,  esqn^  areduty  «teel«d." 

Aogmta.  On  o^rcipOTtofithe  dbublevetiui^Df 
H«ary  Niiiholfw  and  William'  Cotton,  eiqra^. 

Mesolved: :  "^  That  WiHian  Cbt&QO*  esq.,  is 
dtilyeteste^." 

Mfty-  I6v  t€6l .  On-  a  i«port  of  febe- double  ns- 
turn  of Tbomes  CoventTy  wdtCbaFles  Bnaoamclb, 
esqre.,  and  Bernard  GrenviHe,  esq^.* 

Resolved  :  "  That  Mr.  Coventry  and  Mr.  Ros- 
carrick  do  sit  till  the  merits  of  the  election  be  de- 
fnaimed." 

Juiy  tt.  Ou  a  report:  "<  timb  tbc  au^iork 
being  ppcseed  to-bK»g  in  writings,  he  said:  *^U* 
wotttdi  Ufc*  hift  own,  tunwv'  " 

Resolved :  "  That  t^  saidi  avym'  of  l4i»bo- 
KHigh,  fo»  his  GMUcmpt,  be  taksa-ioto  tbe  cut*dy 
of  the  ewgeeot  at  anos.'* 

IStb.  Ordered,  ufi«»  his  confomily,  ^b«  dis- 

Nmr.  S6y  17»S.  A  petition  of  Henrf  Maistsw, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  ic^  Manlvf,  esq. 

Ju.  »4>  17109.  Bwotvedr  *'  fbat  Jolw  Mhn- 
^,  eM|.,  is  duly  elected  »  burgess  ftir  tWe  bo- 
r«fb.'' 

Aprtl  It,  1711.  A  petUioD  of  PatttOvebard, 
esq.,  against  the  retunfrof  Hmry  Menotoo,  esq., 
by  reason  of  one  Godfrey  White,  lakiag>  npon 
him  te  net  as  mayor,  in  oppoulioa  to  Bdwsitt 
Cloeh^  esq.,  the  l^al  ma^or, 

A  petition  of  the  may«^  bHigeues,  (mtb  oI«i4e, 
and  ftesMen  of  tbis  Ixmitgb  to  th»  same  eilfro*. 

Resolved :  "  That  Mr.  Edwai4  Ctooke  is  the 
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legal  mayor  oC  fclns  baroagixy  ami  ought  to  return  a 
buE^tisfl  for  tlus  boroHgW." 

"  That  Henry  ManaAoa,  es^,  is-  not  dui^ 
ejected." 

"  That  Paul  Orchard^  €8%,  is  duly  tlectci  a 
burgess  for  tWi»  borongU,"  to  whicb  the-  H<HiBe 
agreed. 

Pari.  18.  Augustus  Ludlow,  Lord  Preston, 
and  Robert.  Adiair,  euf.,  petltioDed.  The  chair- 
nwD  refiorttd :  "  That  the  costmi-ttee  had^  deter- 
uiiMd  the  right  ot  eketioa  fev  mewbera  fat  tim 
borough  ik>  b«  ia  the  freemea,  being  ii^hk&aU 
payiag  Mot  and  lot."  Tbejf  had  aJ«»  detec- 
mfnad :  **  That  the  cspHal  bargcnes.  b«d  b»  righc 
to  Tote,  unWflB  as  free  bNargeaaea*  mhabktiii^.**^ 
pafyingicct  aa4  krt."  IhafcthQjr  haddctaiaMBcA: 
"  That  Wm.  J.  Demmaa^  aaA  Job*  Anfeaskao, 
esqra^  are  4vly  elected."  Aad :  **  TInH  ibe  ^ 
tttioas  of  Lord  PretfoD  aad  Robarft  Adair,.  Mi^i, 
were  not  friroloirs  or  Teacatiaua.**    Nov.  ICb  179^^. 

CORPOEATION. 

Althoagti  lhi»t«  a  fkocw  phce,  eaolBiaiaf^aMljr 
a  few  houMft,  badfy  bnih:,  yat  it  is  aa  aooiaBt 
borougb ;  tor  it  was.  i«  Made  1^  a  charter. ftem 
Richard,  Duke  «f  CMawaH»  wbeo  ho  wai  kiag 
of  the  Romans,  who  granted  them  a  market 
and  a  fair.  These  privileges  were  afterwards  c<hi- 
firmed  by  his  brother,  Henry  111.  It  was  incor- 
poretad  by  Chariea  L  ai>diagoTflrMd  by  a  asjfor, 
ffigbt  buig«wc«  or  iMchMii,  vtA  tm  fitaeman. 
Tba  oorpotatioa  ei9«yt  At  feoH  of  tka  nrnkats  aad 
Mra,  «kieh,  with  an  aatale  of  £{6  par  anoAiiD* 
afford  £90  for  the  sappott  of  the  nwgistratea. 
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COUNTIES,  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 
'     BinHT  OP  BLECTIOX. 

In  such  of  the  Corporation  as  are  inliahitant 
Housekeepers,  paying  scot  and  lot.  Nov.  10, 
1796. 

NuUBEe  OF  VOTERS — 9- 
■   -RETtutNiHG  OFFICER — the  Mayor. 

Propbietob — Earl  of  Darlington. 

POLITICAL   character. 

At  the  period  of  the  last  petition,  the  cor- 
poration were  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter, of  Tavy  House,  but  all  the  houses  in  the  bo- 
rough  were  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
The  decision,  therefore,  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  dettmined  the  right 
of  votii^  to  be  only  in  such  freemen  as  were  ia* 
habitant  housekeeptfs  paying  scot  and  lot,  gave 
the  control  of  the  borough  to  his  grace,  who  re- 
turned  the  membus  from  1796  till  1819,  when 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  sold  his  property  in  the  bo- 
rough to  Mr.  Carpenter  for  £33,000,  who  nomi- 
nated  the  present  members,  Mr.  Carpenter  has 
since  sold  the  borough  to  the  Earl  of  DartingtoD, 
who  i«  the  present  proprietor.  The  number  of 
freemen  who  were  inhabitant  housekeepers  at  the 
tim<  of  the  shove  decision  were  only  nine. 

WEST  LOOE. 

West  Look  is  a  township  in  the  pariah  of  Tal> 
land,  in  the  hundred  ctf  West,  CorawtU,  staoding 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Looie,  opposite  to  East 
liooe  I  it  contains  79  liou8ea,and  376  iafaabitants. 
and  was  fonnerly  much  mate  contidenble  ia 
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pnint  of  trade,  &c.,  than  E^  Looe.  Although 
the  harbour  i*  not  large,  it  is  commodioils,  sad  Jfl 
defended  by  a  strong  battery  ;  the  nves  it  tnvi- 
^le  for  ressels  of  100  tons. 

REPRBBENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  town  is  not  of  any  gmt  aotiquity^  '  It 
first  sent  members  to  Parhameot  the  6th  of  Ed- 
ward Vr.,  and  was  afterwards  inoorporated  by 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

Pbtitioks,  &c.     Oct.  IS,  1553.     Mr.  Secre-   - 
tary  Bowen,  Sir  R^  Southwell,  Mr.  Tregoowell, 
Mr.   Mashe,  Mr.  Storey,  and  Mr.  Gosnold,  io. 
quired  if  Mr.  Alex.  Nowell,  a  burgess  of  this 
borough,  and  prebend  of  Westminster,  can  sit  in  ' 
the  House; 

13th.  Declared  :  *'  That  Alex:  Nowcll,  being 
a  prebend  of  Westminbter,  and  thereby  having  a 
vote  in  the  convocatioii,  cannot  be  a  nemher  of 
this  House." 

Aug.  3,  1660.  Resolved  :  ■  **  That  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  freemen  and  inhabitantspaying 
Scot  and  lot." 

March  91,  16/8.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Ken- 
dall, esq.,  s^iost  the  return  oi  John  Trelawney, 
esq.,  the  elder. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  95,  1680.    A  petition  of  Thomas  Ken- 
dall, and  Humphrey  Courtney,  esqrs.,  touching 
the  election  for  this  borough- 
No  deterauoatioil. 

Nov.  99, 1717.  A  oomplaint  was made,  that 
there  was  w)  return  made  of  a- new  writ  which  bad 
been  issued. 
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OOUNTIES.  WnOB,  iWD  BOROUGBS. 

*  niat  Ibe  derii  of  the  crowo  do 
«ttBDd."  ViMveported  :  ^  Thet  do  return  Jnd 
huma  madeito^bexvown  o£Etae." 

Ordered  :  "  That  -die  deputy  AetiS  of  the 
county  of  Cornwall  do  attend." 

The  Honse  berag  inibrmed,  tfast  the  return  for 
illiisMroDghirMMetunMdwtDlhe  CKwrn  ofioe. 

Atdeoed::  "  Tlist  die  sM  depaty-shedfi'  he 
disiAniq^  :feotn  ai^  tfifrtber  aMendiMee." 

COKPOa^TIOK. 

9be  co^por^on  «DiisiBt8  cff  tiveLvefatuseates, 
one oT-wboiB  mintamiuaHy be  cfacBeo jnayor, and 
■hore'power'tDchDasea-skewaRl,  and 'hsye  a  oom- 
■mon  i0Bt. 

The  corporation  is  not  chosen  out  of  .the  poor 
inhabitants^  the  iiamlet,  but  flKooD-reaidentB, 
'hKviBgno  raterestaior'OinmetEtiui  frith  the  place 
for  wbi«fa  they  ftMntasle  tbe  hwbiIkm. 

«rOHT  IW  KJLXCTIQK. 

'In  -the  X>oi]>oMtion. 
Ndhbbk  of  voters — 19. 
'PAmoH— John  fiulkir,  of  Mtirval,  'eiq..  pro- 
prietor of'tbe' borough' of -fiahash  ia  .tJUB-OBBoly. 

POLITICAL  CHAB^DTJUL. 

'^Tbe  little  boreugbs  of  ^East  and  West  Lose  are 
■lepamtwl  -by<a  small  creek  of^tfae-sM,  over  wbkih 
there  is  a  wooden  bridge.  This  plaoe  is  called 
also  Portpigham,  by  which  name  it  iedistingBishcd 
in  -IioMti^  eoirrts.  Neittier  of  thase  ^aoes  can 
i}oast  of  much  antiqaity,'4MiTing  no'psrisfa'cbiii^ 
belonging  to  either  of  them.    In  this  j 
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hitnlet*  called  Weithao9^-aUat'F^>1lip^^nittkme 
19  not  so  much  as  «  ob9p»l,:tbougli<tbe  miMnibJ9 
hovel  which  is  now,  by  way  of  derision,  we  sup- 
pose, called  tke^fldliaU,  'U«B-uid'to'l«aTe  been  a 
chspel,  which  -daetas  lUwly,  becaosc  'the  tower 
was  lately  BtaadiQ^. 

S'lus-contisiDptible  baoilet,  -oonij^asftd  ef  la  fow 
fisbermen's  hutSfbas,  lUce-Mltobell,^oss)no^,-flBd 
St.  MaweS)  in  ^s county,  tbeipriTil^  ef  4i«Bdij|g 
to  Parliament  two  members  each:  and  coiijoiatly 
th^y-aend'ss  maQy<repree«at&tiv<s  aB-tfae^oiti^  of 
London  -and  Westminster  aad-the-ieoualy  of  Jtiid- 
diesex,  which  -contain  near  -a  imilliMi  of  islie- 
bitants,  and, pay -a  sixth  ;part  of  the  Tevenue  of 
tbecountry  \  \  \  Any  leuark  of  ouN-uiton  auch 
a. preposterous  inequality  cannot. add  <o<tlie  suf- 
prise  and  iodignaUon  that  tbe  mind  must ^^1lf»e- 
rience  by  the  comparison. 


EAST  tOOE. 

.£a9t  Lome  is  a  market  town  and  boroi^,  in 
the  hundred  of  West,  ComwaU,  ISaHca'ftont 
'Ptynouth,  anrd  933i  from  Losdon ;  cotttoiniog 
117  homes,  and  467  infaalHtants,  of>wfaoai  IM 
ware  returned  employed  in  trade,  ptineipally  in 
tite  heniog  fishery,  and  in  ibe  erpoHlng  aod  the 
importing  of  coals.  This  town  tabes  its  -name 
from  the  river  Looe,  on  whioh  it  is  commodioBsly 
'aituatednearacredkofthesea.  Thereis  a  large 
atone  bridge  of  ij  aiebea  over  thia  creek.  The 
•auiMundii^  ewMry-ia  >well  furnished  with  gen- 
tlemen's seats,  and  a  little  higher  up  the  tin  works 
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begin.     The  market  is  on  Saturday.     Fairs,  tSfti 
of  February,  and  lOth  of  October. 

K£PRB8ENTATIVE   HISTOBY. 

Although  this  is  an  ancient  borough,  it  was  not 
admitted  to  a  share  of  the  legislature,  if  it  may  be 
so  called,  before  the  13th  of  Elizabeth.  But  the. 
inhabitants,  in  conjunction  with  Fowey,  sent 
fbnnerly  a  merchant  to  a  council  of  trade  at  West- 
minster. 

Pbtitionb,  &c.  April  6,  1571-  The  validity 
of  this  borough,  as  to  its  right  of  sending  mem^ 
bers,  was  ordered  to  be  inquired  into. 

May  5,  1660.  On  a  report  of  the  double  return 
of  this  borough  of  Henry  Seymore  and  Jonathan 
Trelawney,  esqrs.,  in  one  indenture,  and  of  George 
Trelly  and  Nathaniel  Moyle,  esqrs.,  ra  another. 

Resolved  :  '*  That  none  of  the  said  persons  do 
sit,  until  the  merits  of  the  cause  be  determined." 

Resolved :  "  That  the  mayor  of  this  borough  be 
summoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  to 
answer  bit  misdemeanors  in  making  such  double 
return,  and  that  he  bear  the  charges  of  the  said 
summons." 

iGth.  Resolved  :  "  That  Henry  Seymore  and 
Jonathan  Trelawney,  esqrs.,  are  duty  elected." 

March  19,  1678.  A  petition  of  John  Kendal, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Jonathan  Trekwney 
and  Henry  Seymore,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  3.  A  petition  of  Hamlyn  Trelawney  and 
Christ.  Smith,  esqrs.,  against  the  election  of  John 
and  Edward  Buller,  esqta.,  ordered  to  be  beM>d 
the  17th  of  March,  1S07. 
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CORPORATK^;*,. . 

The  corporation  .consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder, 
eight  nlclermea,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  bur- 
gesses, or  freemen. 

ItlGHT  OF  eLECTIQN'. 

In  the  Corporation. 
Number  op  electors — 31. 
Retvrmiko  officer — :the  Mayor. 
Patron — Sir  Ed  ward  Duller,  bart, 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  liorough  owes  its  right  of  sending  mem> 
bers  to  the  indulgence  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  all 
the  rest  of  the  boroughs  in  Cornwall  do  to  her  and 
Edward  the  Sixth,  except  the.  ancient  oneg  of 
LauncestoQ,  Leskard,  Lestwithiel,  Truro,  Bod< 
inin,  andHelston,  which  sent  metaherf  ab  originf, 
and  Psoryn  and  St.  Ives,  which  .were  sqfnipo|ie(^ 
by  Mary. 

The  queen's  right  to  summon  new  borough^  Prrnn-^ 
{April  9,    I57I,)-  was  questioned.     Report  vr^^^'J^'t 
made  by  the  House,  which  favoured  the  queen's  p- "JBt 
prerogative,  of  the  validity  of  the  burgesses  ;  qnd 
it  was  ordered,,  by  the  attorney  general's  assent* 
"  That  the  burgenes  shall  remain  accq^dipg  fq 
their  returns ;  for  that  the  validity  of  the  c)iarters 
is  elsewhere  to.be  examined^  if  c^use  be." 

Browne  Willis,  esq.  remarks  upan  t^is^  "  Tha^p,^  loa. 
the' House  became  greatly  increased  with  repre-*"'*'^ 
sentatises  io  these  reigns,  by  .lunnmcining  ^ucl; 
places  as  bad  pretence. to  .the  ^i^ieiit  title  of  bp- 
f^ughs,  which  were  the  demesne  of  the  crown,  pf 
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sume  great  person  under  the  in6uence  of  it ;  while 
severat  of  the  great  towns,  notwithstanding  they 
were  ancient  boroughs,  were  not  revived  nor  sum- 
moned when  these  little  places  were." 

The  charter  was  granted  to  this  borough  in  the 
39th  of  her  reign,  and  the  corporation,  consisting 
of  nine  burgesses,  one  of  whom  is  to  be  mayor, 
and  have  power  to  choose  a  recorder,  &c.,  and  an 
indefinite  number  of  freemen,  which  at  present 
dees  not  exceed  twelve,  making  the  whole  number 
of  electors  twenty-one,  nineteen  of  whom  are  non. 
residents. 

This  borough  was  formerly  under  the  control  of 
the  ancestors  of  Sir  Harry  Trelawney,  bart.,  whose 
fomily  seat  is  near  the  place  ;  but  for  near  a  cen- 
tury past  has  been  directed  by  the  &mily  of  BuU 
ler,  of  Wivelscome,  now  Sir  Edward  Buller,  bart., 
of  Trenant  Park,  one  of  the  present  members,  a 
lord  c^the  admiralty,  and  an  admiral  in  the  navy. 


GRAMPOUND, 

Grampouhd  is  a  borougli  and  muket-towa 
in  the  parish  of  Creed,  and  hundred  of  Powder. 
Cornwall,  8  miles  from  Tmro,  nid  363  from  Loo. 
don  ;  containing  80  houses  and  5S5  inhabitants. 
The  river  Fale,  or  Vale,  is  of  a  considerable  breadth 
at  this  town,  where  is  a  good  stone  bridge  over  it. 
A  small  manufactory  of  gloves  is  carried  on  in  this 
town.  The  market  is  on  Saturday,  aad  the  &ira 
areon  the  18th  January,  35th  March,  nd  Uth 
Jane. 
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This  borough  flret  sent  members  ib  the  6th  of 
Edward  VI.  and  has  continued  to  do  soever  aioce. 
The  manner  of  obtaining  the  right  of  freedom  here 
ii  to  be  nominated  by  a  jury  of  freemen,  duly 
chosen,  and  approved  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen. 
There'  is  at  present  -an  information  depending 
f^ainst  several  of  the  freemen  on  a  charge  of  being 
ilk^lly  admitted. 

Petitioks,  &c.  Oct.  39,  1366.  A  new  writ 
iuued  for  the  election  of  a  new  buigess  for  this 
borough  in  the  place  of  Christopher  Ferne,  esq., 
reported  to  be  a  lunatic.    - 

April  SO,  1640.  Mr.  Jones  reported :  That  Mr. 
Trevanion  is  well  returned,  therefore, 

Ordered  :  "  That  Mr.  Trevafiion  being  duly 
elected,  may  come  and  sit  in  the  House,  where- 
upon he  was  called  in." 

Pari.  9.  Thomas  Hales,  Thomas  Trefusis, 
eM;^.,  petition^.     Petition  withdrawn. 

COEPOB AXIOM. 

This  being  an  ancient  manor,  belonging  to  the 
duchy,  was,  by  a  charter  of  Edward  HI.,  endowed 
with  the  great  privileges  of  a  market,  fairs,  and  ex- 
auction  from  tolls  throughout  the  county :  these 
privil^es  the  bargesses still  bold  in  fee-farm,  at  the 
Mnt  of  ^18,  lis.  4d.  per  annum.  The  above 
diarter  was  confinned  by  Henry  VIII.  The  town 
isgoTcnnd  by  e  msyor,  eight  slderBien*  a  recorder, 
•ad  ft  towB-olerk. 

B    9 
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Right  of  klection — is  in  the  Mayor,  Re- 
corder, Alderraen,  and  Freemen. 
Number  of  voters— 49. 
Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patron — ^Sir  Christopher  Hawkins,  bart. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

This  borough  is  part  of  the  manor  of  Tybestre, 
belonging  to  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  of  which  the 
corporation  holds  its  charter  on  paying  a  fee-farm 
rent  of  ^13,  Us.  4d.  per  annum.  It  is  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word  a  Cornish  borough,  where  the 
electors,  who  are  forty-two  in  number,  dispose  of 
their  suffrages  as  they  are  directed  by  their  patron, 
without  havii^  the  least  knowledge  of  the  repre- 
sentative they  seud  to  Parliament,  his  character, 
or  qualification :  nor  is  his  name  even  communi- 
cated to  these  constituents,  till  the  curtain  is  drawn 
up  for  the  attorney  to  perform  the  farce  of  elec- 
tion. 

This  borough  was  formerly  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Lord  Mount  Edgecomb,  but  a  dispute  aris- 
ing between  his  Lordship's  steward  and  the  voters, 
respecting  the  payment  of  gratuities  before  or  aftvr 
an  election,  the  latter  not  thinking  it  proper  to  give 
credit,  went  in  a  body,  and  offered  the  command 
of  the  borough  to  Lord  Eliot,  who  had  the  nomi- 
nation of  its  members  till  1809,  when  Sir  Christo- 
pher Hawkins,  bart.*  succeeded  to  its  patron^e. 
Since  that  period  they  have  been  for  two  Parlia- 
ments under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Basil  Cochrane,  of 
Fortman-square,  against  whom  aome  actions  for 
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bribery  were  cotnineiiced  after  the  general  election 
in  I8O6,  but  were  subsequently  compromised. 
They  have  since  returned  to  the  patronage  of  Sir 
Christopher  Hawkins,  bart.,  who  nominated  the 
member  at  the  last  election,  occasioned  by  the  ex* 
pulsion  of  the  Hon,  Andrew  Cochrane  Johnstone, 
in  1814.  The  freemen  of  this  borough  have  been 
known  to  boast  of  receiving  three  hundred  guineas 
m  man  for  their  votts  at  one  election. 


ST.  GERMANS. 

While  the  parish  of  St.  Germans  is  the  largest 
in  the  county  of  Cornwall,  being  above  30  miles 
in  compass,  and  containing  more  gentlemen's  seats 
and  lordships  than  any  other.  The  bounds  of 
the  borough  are  very  limited.  This  town  white  it 
was  the  residence  of  the  bishops,  was  very  consi- 
derable ;  it  is  DOW  however  a  mean  pjace,  consist- 
ing only  of  about  SO  or60fi8hermen*8  huts,  placed  ' 
near  the  churchy  It  has  however  a  free-school, 
endowed  by  the  Eliot  &mily,  who  possess  the 
elective  patronage  in  this  borongb,  as  well  as  in 
Leskard. 

REPBKSENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

It  never  was  represented  in  Parliament  till 
1^69,  when  its  right  of  sending  was  questioned. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  $$,  1369.  Mr.  Speaker 
declared^  That  tbe  lord  steward  agreed  that  the 
members  returned  should  resort  to  the  House,  and 
with  convenient  speed,  to  shew   letters  patent, 
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why  they  be  returned  to  ParliameDt.  But  we  find 
nothing  done  till 

Jan.  6,  1640.  When  it  was  resolved,  "  That 
Mr.  Valeatine'B  election  for  one  of  the  burgesses 
of  this  borough  is  good,  and  that  he  shall  sit  here 
«B  a  member,  and  that  his  election  shall  not  be 
questioned." 

Dec.  94,  1718.  Ordered  a  new  writ  for  elect- 
ing a  burgess  for  this  borough  in  the  room  of  John 
Knight,  esq.,  made  secretary  for  the  Leeward 
Islands. 

RIGHT   OF   ELECIIOM 

Is  in  all  the  Housekeepers  within  the  borough, 
but  only  exercised  by  a  few  calling  tbemielres 
freemen. 

Number  of  toters — 7. 

Returning  officer — the  Portreve. 

Proprietor— Lord  Eliot. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

The  right  of  voting  in  this  borough  extends  to 
all  the  inhabitant  housekeepers,  according  to 
Browne  Willis,  without  the  limitation  of  paying 
gcot  and  lot,  as  is  the  case  at  1 1chester,  and  the 
returning  officer  in  the  first  indenture  of  return 
1363,  was  stiled  the  mayor,  though  it  never  had  a 
charter  or  corporation,  but  in  all  subsequent  re- 
turns be  is  stiled  the  portreve. 

Inconsiderable  as  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
this  little  borough  is,  the  patron  has  contrived  to 
limit  the  right  of  election  still  further  by  setting 
up  an  artificial  ireedom^  as  has  been  done  at  Boa- 
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siony  in  this  county,  where  the  whole  Dumber  of 
voters  are  only  nine,  and  here  they  are  only  seven. 
This  infringement  of  election  right  would  become 
the  subject  of  legal  investigation  in  a  larger  place, 
where  the  temptation  of  obtaining  a  seat  might 
repay  the  expense  of  the  adventure ;  but  the  con- 
tradictory decisions  of  committees,  and  the  enor- 
mous chaises  attending  a  petition  against  the  un- 
due return  of  a  member,  begin  to  deter  gentlemen 
from  having  recourse  to  that  method  of  obtaining 
justice. 


BODMIN. 

Bodmin  is  a  borough  and  market-town  in  thecunr.p. 
hundred  of  Trigg,  Cornwall,  standing  almost  in  the  ^^ 
centre  of  the  county  between  two  hills,  and  at  an 
equal  distance  of  about  19  miles  from  St.  George's 
and  the  Bristol  channels,  and  S34  from  London. 
The  town  consists  chiefly  of  one  long  street, 
running  east  and  west  for  nearly  a  mile.  The 
summer  assizes  and  Michaelmas  quarter  sessions 
are  held  here ;  and  the  new  county  gaol  and 
bridewell  form  a  handsome  building,  welt  situated 
for  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  and  built  after  the 
Howardian  plan.  The  registry  and  court  of  the 
archdeacon  of  Cornwall  are  kept  here.  It  has 
some  manu&ctures  of  common  serge,  and  a  num- 
ber of  considerable  dealers  in  wool,  which  is  wash- 
ed and  sorted  here,  and  employs  the  neighbouring 
parishes  in  spinnii^.  The  yarn  is  principally  sent 
to  Asbburton,  and  other  parts  of  Devonshire.     It 
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has  a  good  market  on  Saturday,  well  supplied  with 
corn  and  all  kinds  of  provisions.  Fafra,  Jan.  }S, 
Saturday  before  Easter  eve,  Tuesday  and  Wednea- 
day  before  Whitsunday,  and  December  6th  ;  there 
are  also  t*o  ahnusil  fairs,  August  91,  and  October 
30,  granted  by  tharier,  with  tiie  benefit  of  some 
lands  for  those  afflicted  with  the  Ipprosy.  The 
town  cohtains  336  houses  and  3,2!>9  inhabitants, 
of  which  number  there  were  ohiy  350  returned  afi 
being  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture. 

HEPSESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

^iii9,W.  This  town  was  created  a  borough  by  charter  of 
■.p.  60.  jiicliard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  which  was  recited  and 
partly  confirmed  by  Edward  I.  It  has  returned 
inemb^rS  to  Parliament  from  the  29rd  of  Edward  I. 
as  appcitrs  by  Dr.  Willis's  list.  Its  former  govern- 
ment, instituted  by  charter  of  the  15th  Jamefl  I., 
was  by  a  mayor,  and  36  burgesses  ;  but  by  chartet* 
of  the  present  king,  a  mayor,  11  aldermen,  and 
£4  common  coiincilmen. 

Petitions,  &c,  l66l.  In  this  Parliament 
there  were  several  returns  for  this  borough,  which 
came  before  the  committee  ;  also  a  double  return 
of  Sir  John  Carew,  and  Hender  Roberts,  esq.,  and 
the  said  Mr.  Roberts,  and  Sir  James  Smith,  which 
does  not  appeal-  to  be  heard  of  after. 

Jan.  17,  1706.  A  petition  of  Sij-  John  Leak, 
knt.,  against  th^  retiirn  of  Thomas  Horn,  esq.,  ihe 
town-clerk  having  influenced  the  mayor  to  return 
the  said  Thomas  Horn,  esq.,  the  mayor  refusing 
at  the  same  time  to  receive  near  80  legul  votes  lor 
the  petitioner. 

No  dctetmi nation. 

Do,l,.cdtyGoO(^lc 


BODMlN. 

Oct.  19,  1722.  A  petition  of  Robert  Viscotint 
'  MolesTTorth,  and  Charles  Legh,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  Isaac  Leheup,  and  Richard  West,  esqrs., 
by  means  of  Edward  Hpblyn,  csq.i  sheriflFof  the 
county,  illegally  taking  upon  himself  to  act  as 
mayor, 

A  petition  of  William  Philips,  esq.,  against  the 
same  return. 

No  determination  on  these  petitions. 

May  31,  1735.  A  new  writ  ordered  to  elect  a 
burge&s  in  the  room  of  Richard  West,  esq.,  made 
lord  chancellor  of  Ireland. 

Pari.  l6.  William  Masterman,  esq.,  petitioned. 

Pari.  17.  Sir  James  Laroche,bart.,  and  several 
electors  petitioned.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee reported.  That  the  sitting  members  were 
duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  was  frivolous 
and  vexatious. 

CORPOEATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  eleven  aldermen,  aad 
twea  ty -four .  commoD-cou  acilmeD. 

KIOHT  OP  BLECTION. 

In  the  Corporation  only. 
Number  op  toibrs — 36. 
KeTDRNiNG  oppicBR— the  Mayor. 
Patron — Lord  De  DunataoTille. 

POLITICAL  eUAEACIKS. 

The  iu6uence  of  this  borough,  whose  right  of 
election  is  in  the  corporation  only;  has  been  con- 
tested sines  the  acquisition  of  a  new  charter. 
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which  was  granted  in  the  administration  of  the 
late  Mr.  Pitt,  between  Lord  Grenville  and  IxHii 
De  Dunstanville ;  but  the  latter  has  acquired  th« 
ascendency,  and  is  now  patron  of  this  borough  as 
well  as  of  Peniyn. 


LESKARD. 

Lbskabd  is  a  borough,  market  town,  and 
parish,  in  the  hundred  of  West,  Cornwall,  16| 
miles  from  Plymouth,  and  937  from  London ; 
containing  463  houses,  and  9,708  inhabitants, 
viz.  1,959  males,  and  1,456  females,  of  whom  908 
were  employed  in  trade,  principally  in  the  manir- 
facture  of  leather ;  and  some  few  in  spiaaing  for 
the  Devonshire  clothiers.  On  the  hills  of  North 
Leskard  are  many  tin  mines;  the  metal  obtained 
from  which  is  cast  at  the  blowing  houses  into 
blocks,  and  sent  to  this  town  to  be  coined.  There 
is  a  very  eminent  free  school  here;  and  a  good 
conduit  for  the  supply  of  water.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood are  several  extensive  sheep  walks.  It 
has  a  very  censiderable  market  on  Saturday. 
Fairs,  Monday  fortnight  before  Christmas,  Shrove 
Monday,  Monday  before  Easter,  Holy  Thursday, 
August  15,  and,  October  9. 

HEPHESEKTATIVE  HI8T0BT. 

This  borough  is  one  of  the  largest  towns  ia 

Cornwall,  and  the  market  is  one  of  the  most  con- 

'  aiderable  in  the  county.     The  rifj^t  of  election  is, 

however,  confined  to  a  mayor,  eight  capital  bur- 
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gesses,  and  fifteen  assistants,  together  with  as  many 
freemen  as  these  twenty-four  corporators  may  think 
proper  to  create.  The  number  of  this  last  de- 
scription seldom  exceeds  eighteen,  who  are  se- 
lected from  among  the  friends  of  Lord  Eliot,  in 
different  parts  of  the  county,  very  few  of  them 
being  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
though  it  exceeds  in  population  and  size  most 
others  in  Cornwall.  It  sent  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment from  the  33rd  of  Edward  1.,  and  has  conti- 
tinued  to  do  so  ever  since.  It  was  made  a  bo- 
rough by  Richard  Duke  of  Coniwall,  by  charter, 
dated  June  5,  1940. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  S,  1660.  Mr.  Turner 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges :  *'  That 
John  Connoit  and  John  Robinson,  esqrs.,  are  duly 
returned  by  the  proper  officer,  and  that  they  ought 
to  sit:"  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

March  13,  I69S.  The  House  being  informed 
that  John  Buller,  esq.,  who  was  a  candidate  for 
this  borough,  had  brought  an  action,  upon  a  sta- 
tute made  in  the  7th  year  of  his  majesty's  reign, 
against  Mr.  Richard  Roberts,  mayor  of  the  said 
borough,  for  the  sum  of  4500,  for  making  a  false 
return  of  William  Bridges,  esq.,  although  the  said  ■ 
Mr.  Buller  never  petitioned  against  or  questioned 
the  said  return  in  this  House. 

The  information  fell,  without  any  thing  being 
done  upon  it. 

Pari.  3.  Mr.  Sheridan's  return  was  duly  signed 
by  the  sheriff.  The  committee  found  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson  duly  elected,  and  "That  the  right  of  election 
was  in  the  mayor  and  burgesses  only." 
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CORPORATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  eight  capital 
burgessesi  and  fifteen  assistants.  - 

RIGHT    OF    ELECTION 

Is  in   the   Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  the  said 
borough.     May  II,  1804. 
Number  op  totbrs — 34. 
Rbturning  officer — the- Mayor. 
Patron— Lord  Eliot, 

political  character^ 
The  freemen  of  this  borough,  according  to 
Browne  Willis,  had  all  the  right  of  voting,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  usage ;  but  as  this  place  sent  mem- 
bers to  Parliament  ab  origincy  before  charters  in- 
terfered with  elective  rights,  or  committees  of  the 
House  of  Commons  limited  them  by  special  reso- 
lutions, the  word  fVeemen,  or  burgesses,  {bur- 
gemee,)  as  determined  in  the  Abingdon  case, 
extended  to  all  the  householders ;  and  this  right 
was  contended  for  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town, 
by  petition  in  1809,  and  by  appeal  against  the 
above  determination  in  1S03;  but  without  suc- 
cess. 

Captain  Tomlinsoo,  of  the  navy,  and  Mr.  Now- 
lan,  petitioned  again,  in  1S06,  upon  the  same 
claim ;  but  as  a  final  decision  had  taken  place, 
under  the  amended  Grenville  act,  the  petition 
was  voted  frivolous  and  vexatious.  This  deter- 
mination gave  the  control  of  the  borough  and  the 
Domination  of  its  members  to  Lord  Eliot. 
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■   CALLINGTON. 

Callington,  or  Kelllngton,  is  a  borough  and 
markel-town  in  the  parish  of  Southill,  East  hun- 
dred, Cornwall,  7  miles  from  Leskard,  and  S14  ' 
from  London,  containing  about  50  houses.  Mar- 
ket-day on  Wednesday;  fairs,  May  4,  Septem- 
ber 19,  and  November  13,  for  provisions,  bard- 
ware,  &c. 

KEPBESENIATITE  HIStOBY. 

This  was  the  last  town  in  Cornwall  admitted  to 
the  right  of  sending  members  to  Parliament;  it  re- 
turned no  representatives  till  the  37th  of  Elizabeth, 
1585. 

Pbtitions.  Part.  6.  Dorrell  Trelawney,  and 
George  Harrison,  esqrs.,  petitioners  :  the  former 
renewed  his  petition  in  sess.  3. 

Pari.  10.  Warwick  Calmady,  esq.,  petitioner, 
withdrew  his  petition,  April  6,  1748.  Where- 
upon a  new  writ  was  ordered  in  the  room  of  Mr'. 
Copelaton,  deceased. 

Pari.  13.  James  Buller,  esq.  petitioned  against 
Mr.  Skyme's  election  ;  but  Mr.  Buller  died  be- 
fore the  merits  of  the  cause  were  tried. ' 

Pari.  14.  William  Morshead,  esq.  petitioned 
against  Mr.  Stratton's  Brst  election,  and  the  com- 
mittee, on  account  of  an  equality  of  the  votes,  de- 
clared it  a  void  election.     February,  1799. 

CORPORATION, 

None, 
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RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

This  is  not  ascertained.  It  is  coDteoded  to  be 
in  the  Freeholders,  and  beneficial  Leaeebolders  be- 
ing resident,  and  rated  to  the  poor,  and  also  in  the 
Householders  paying  scot  and  lot ;  but  these  two 
descriptions  of  persons  being  nearly  the  same  in 
this  borough,  it  has  not  been  brought  to  a  deter- 
mination. 

NCUBEB  OF  T0TEK5 — 43. 

Returning  officer — a  Portreve  appointed 
at  the  court  teet  of  the  lord  of  the  manor. 
Patron— Lord  Clinton. 

POLITICAL    character. 

■  This  little  borough  at  present  submits  to  the 
control  of  Lord  Clinton,  the  lord  of  the  manor ; 
but  his  patronage  is  by  no  means  secure.  Mr. 
CorytOD,  of  Crackadon,  whose  seat  is  near  this 
place,  commands  fifteen  of  the  votes,  out  of 
forty-two ;  and  if  the  remainder  who  are  inde' 
fMDdent  of  Lord  Clinton  should  be  induced  to 
join  Mr.  Coryton,  they  may  each  nominate  a 
member. 
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CuMBEBLAND  is  a  couotyof  England^ bounded  Ctinr, 
on  the  Dortb  by  Scotland  and  a  part  of  Nortfaum-'^"''' 
berland,  on  the  weat  by  the  Irish  aea,  on  the  south 
by  Lancashire,  and  on  the  east  by  Westmoreland 
and  Durham.  Its  greatest  length  is  about  eighty 
miles,  and  its  breadth  about  forty;  containing 
about  970,000  acres  of  land, whereof  about  470,000 
are  in  a  state  of  cultivation,  and  460,000  unculti- 
vated, including  woodlands,  three  parts  of  which 
are  entirely  unfit  for  cultivation.  The  county  is 
divided  into  five  wards,  and  contains  one  city,  one 
borough,  and  ten  market  towns,  viz.  the  city  (^ 
Carlisle,  the  borough  of  Cockermouth,  and  the 
market  towns  of  Brampton,  Egremont,  Ireby,  Kes- 
wick, Ktrkoswald,  Penrith,  Ravenglass,  White- 
haven, and  Wigton.  Thoe  arc  comprised  in  ninety 
parishes,  containing  31,^79  houses,  inhabited  by 
117,930  persons,  of  whom  18,367  were  returned 
as  being  employed  in  trades  and  manufactures,  and 
91,063  in  i^culture.  Cumberland  is  one' of  the 
least  populous  counties  in  the  kingdom,  consist- 
ing chiefly  of  bleak  mountains,  barren  moors,  and 
austere  wastes.  It  is,  however,  rich  in  mineral 
'treasures,  as  the  mountains  contain  various  strata 
of  stone,  and  abound  in  coal,  limestone*  and  lead. 
It  also  produces  a  valuable  substance  called  wad, 
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or  black  lead,  the  mines  of  which  are  opened  only 
at  certain  times,  and  closed  again,  lest  they  should 
become  too  common.  The  cultivated  parts  pro- 
duce corn,  but  are  chiefly  laid  out  in  grass  land. 
The  neat  cattle  of  the  county  are  a  small  breed, 
with  long  horns,  which  are  fattened  in  the' south, 
under  the  name  of  Cumberland  steers  ;  the  sheep 
are  small,  with  fine  flesh  and  coarse  wool.  The 
air  is  sharp  and  bleak,  but  not  unhealthy.  Tbe 
principal  rivers  of  the  county  are  the  Edeo  aod 
the  Derwent.  Cumberland  is  included  in  the 
province  of  York  and  diocese  of  Cb6st<r  «bc| 
Carlisle. 

BEPHESENTATITE   HISTORY. 

This  county,  which  is  the  most  northern  part 
of  the  kingdom,  was  won  from  the  Scots  by 
the  Conqueror,  and  from  that  time  has  beea  a  part 
of  the  kingdom.  It  has  been  represented  ip  Par- 
liament from  tbe  time  of  the  9Sth  of  Edwaid  the 
First.  This  county  is  completely  aristocratic.  Ao 
election  contest,  which  is  said  to  have  cost 
100,0001.,  happened  in  1768  between  the  interests 
of  tbe  Duke  of  Portland  and  those  of  the  Eart  of 
Lonsdale,  in  which  the  former  was  succesafhl,  but 
since  that  time  each  party  have  (^reed  to  send 
one  member. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  SB,  I6fi4.  On  a  peti- 
tion, relating  to  tbe  election  for  this  county,  Mr. 
Glanvyle  reported  :  «  That  Ferdinando  Huddlesr 
ton,  esq.  was  duly  elected  a  knight  for  this  couBty.'^ 

Resolved ;  **  That  he  may  serve,  notwithataud- 
'ng  he  be  outUwed." 
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Nov.  3^  1690.  A  petition  of  Ferdibanda  Hud* 
dleston,  esq.  touching  the  election  for  this  county* 

No.  determiaatioa . 

Oct.  34, 1709.  A  petition  of  Sir  Wilfred  Law* 
son,  bart.j  {gainst  the  return  of  Gilfred  LawsoOt 
e«j. 

April  4j  1715;  A  complaint  being  made,  that 
theunder-Bherifi*,  who  executed  writs  for  electing 
knights  of  the  shire  for  this  county,  had  neglected 
to  make  a  return  in  due  time,  by  means  whereof, 
the  members  chosen  for  the  county,  and  the  ho* 
roughs  therein,  cannot  sit. 

Resolved:  '*  That  Thomas  Crossbyi  under-shei- 
riff  of  this  county,  is  guilty  of  abreach  of  privilege 
of  this  House." 

Ordered:  "That  the^d  under-sheriff,  for  his 
offcuce,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  se^eant 
at  arms." 

?7th.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Crpssby,  under- 
sheriff  of  this  county,  professing  he  had  no  evil 
intention  in  the  delay  of  the  return  complained  of; 
that  be  is  deeply  sensible  of  his  fault,  and  heartily 
asking  pardon,  and  praying  he  may  be  released 
from  confinement. 

99th.  The  said  Thomas  Crossby  was  brought 
to  the  bar,  reprimanded  by  the  speaker,  and  dis- 
chai^ed. 

Far].  3.  William  Ogle,  of  Causey-Park,  North- 
umberland, esq.  petitioned.    Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  19.  Henry  Fletcher,  and  Henry  Curweo, 
esqrs.f  petitioned,  Dec.  19,  176S.  The  House 
found  Henry  Curwen  and  Henry  Fletcher,  esqrs., 
duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned  ; 

PAin  II.  TOt.  I,  9 
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Sir  James  Lowther,  bart.,  and  Humphrey  Sen- 
house,  esq.,  Dot  duly  elected.  In  this  election, 
the  sheriff's  conduct  appeared  so  extremely  faulty, 
tbat  the  House  committed  him  to  Newgate. 

POLITICAL   CHASACTER. 

The  family  of  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale  has  for  many 
years  nominated  one  of  the  members  for  this  coun- 
ty. The  late  earl,  in  1768,  attempted  to  return 
both,  and  proposed  himself,  being  then  a  com- 
moner, in  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr.  Sen- 
bouse  ;  but  this  was  most  strenuously  opposed  by 
the  Diike  of  Norfolk,  Duke  of  Portland,  Earl  of 
Carlisle,  Earl  of  Egrempnl,  and  most  of  the  gentle- 
men in  the  county,  and  ended  in  the  Lonsdale  in- 
terest losing  both.  The  late  Sir  Henry  Fletcher 
and  the  late  Mr.  Curwen,  were  then  chosen  by 
a  decided  majority,  after  a  contest  which,  is  said 
to  have  cost  the  tvo  parties  above  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds.  Since  that  period,  each  of 
these  interests  has  returned  a  member. 


CARLISLE. 

Thk  city  of  Carlisle  is  in  Cumberland  ward, 
Cumberland,  eighteen  miles  from  Penrith,  and 
305  miles  fi-om  London.  It  is  situated  in  a  forest, 
near  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Eden  and  Cal- 
dew.  Being  a  frontier  town,  it  is  fortified  with  a 
wall,  a  citadel,  and  a  castle.  It  has  two  puisbes, 
1,430  houses,  and  10,87J  inhabitants,  being  4,479 
males,  and  ^,743  females,  of  whom  3,600  were  re- 
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turned  U  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture. The  buildings  are  good,  and  the  streets  are 
clean  and  spacious.  The  session  of  assize  for  the 
county  is  held  here  once  a  year,  to  which  there 
are  two  judges,  one  for  criminal  and  one  for  civil 
causes.  They  arrive  in  the  city  the  tenth  Sunday 
after  Trinity.  The  Easter  and  summer  quarter 
sessions  are  also  held  here;  The  manufactures 
consist  of  cotton  yarn,  cotton  and  linen  checks, 
osnaburghs,  drills,  worsted  shags,  stamped  cottons,  ' 
hats,  shamois,  tanned  leather,  lindsays,  nails,  hard- 
ware, dressed  flax,  ropes,  &c.  Market  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Saturday  ;  fairs  36th  August,  and 
about  three  weeks  after. 

REPHESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

■  According  to  Sir  Edward  Coke's  definition  of 
a  city,  Carlisle  was  not  such  until  the  reign  of 
Henry  I.,  when  Goodwin  says  it  became  a  bishop- 
ric. Almost  every  king  of  England  from  William 
I.  until  James  I.  bestowed  some  privilege  on  this 
ancient  city.  Richard  I.  granted  the  bui^sses 
their  liberties  for  the  annual  payment  often  marks  : 
Henry  III.  granted  them  a  coroner  for  the 
like  sum.  Edward  II.  beside  exempting  them 
from  toll,  allowed  them  several  immunities,  on  3 
fee-&rm  rent  of  80l.  per  annum ;  and  by  some 
subsequent  charters,  they  were  excused  from  this 
feudal  burthen.  All  the  above  liberties,  with  a 
manor,  are  possessed  by  the  corporation,  consist- 
ing of  a  mayor,  recorder,  eleven  aldermen,  two 
sheriffs  or  bailiffs,  and  twenty-four  citizens  or 
<6mtnon-a6uncilmeD. 
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The  patronage  which  this  city  has  derived,  may 
be  traced  ait  far  back  as  1079)  when  Ranutph,  Earl 
of  Chester,  by  some  called  of  Carlisle,  began  to 
build  the  city,  and  grant  to  its  inhabitants  several 
immunities.  King  William,  finding  it  rise  in  con- 
sequence, took  it  again  into  his  possession  ;  in 
which  state  of  English  royal  demesne  it  remained, 
until  it  was  given  by  Stephen  to  David,  sod  of 
Malcolm  111.  King  of  Scotland.  During  Hie 
reigns  of  Edward  II.  Henry  IV.  Edward  IV. 
Richard  III.  and  James  I.  it  was  under  the  autbo- 
rity  of  its  earls.  Charles  II.  by  letters  patent* 
dated  April  SO*  1661,  advanced  Charles  Howard, 
a  descendant  of  William,  Lord  Howard  of  Na- 
worth  Castle,  third  son  to  Thomas  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, to  this  earldom.  This  noble  family,  by  the 
mother's  side,  is  descended  from  Cospatrick,  chief 
lord  of  Cumberland,  Westmorland,  and  Northum- 
berland, who,  according  to  Leiand,  lived  temp. 
Wil.  I.  at  Naworth  Castle,  the  seat  of  the  present 
Earl  of  Carlisle. 
c«nr,p.  jjjjg  j^  jjj^  shire  town  of  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland. In-  the  35th  of  Edward  I.  there  was  & 
Parliament  held  here.  It  has  several  charters  of 
liberties  from  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third  to  that 
of  Charles  the  First,  the  last  of  which  is  said  t* 
have  been  in  the  ISth  of  that  reign.  It  has  been 
represented  in  Parliament,  as  Doctor  Willis  writes* 
ab  origine :  Mr.  Prynne  has  given  his  list  of  its 
representations  from  the  SOtb  of  Edward  I. ;  but 
Doctor  Willis  has  inserted  it  from  the  33d  <tf  that 
reign. 
Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  l+,  1693.  AcoBpNint 
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vas  made  to  the  House,  that  the  council  of  this 
city  bad  disfranchised  Christopher  Musgrave,  esq.,    - 
mentber  for  this  city. 

Received :  "  That  the  disfranchising  Christo- 
pher Mu^rave,  esq.,  a  member  of  this  House,  is  a 
breach  of  the  privileges,  and  that  John  How,  esq., 
sen.,  late  mayor  of  Carlisle,  William  Nicholson, 
Hobert  Jackson,  sen.,  Robnt  Jackson,  juo.,  Tho- 
mas Jackson,  and  Edward  Monkhouse,  be  sent  for 
in  the  custody  of  the  sei^eant  at  arms." 
,  Dec,  S.  A  petitioa  from  the  said  mayor  and  the 
rest  of  those  above  namedi  acknowledging  their 
ofience,  beting  pardon  for  the  same,  and  praying 
to  be  ditcba^ed. 

Dec.  7.  The  said  mayor>  &c.  were  brought  to 
the  bar,  and  upon  their  kneet  w»e  reprimanded, 
and  discharged  upon  paying  their  fees ;  the 
speaker  atthe  same  time  acquainting  them,  that 
the  House  expected  that  Christopher  Musgrave, 
eaq.,beitMthwith  restored  to  his  freedom  of  this  city. 

Feb.  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Stauwix. 
esq.  against  the  return  of  James  Lowther,  esq.,  by 
means  of  ill^al  practices,  threats,  &o. 

Mo  report  made, 

Jan.  3,  1701.     Anoth^  petition  to  the  same 
effect,  also  complaining  that  the  mayor  of  this  . 
city  declared  he  would  return  Mr.  Lowther  right 


No  determioalion. 

Dec.  4, 1710.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Gledhill, 
esq.,  ^inst  the  return  of  Sir  James  Montague. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  90,  1710,  Colonel  Gfedhill  having  at  the 
bar  of  this  House  dialed  Sir  James  Montague, 
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a  member  thereof,  with  writing  &  letter  reflecting 
upon  the  honour  of  her  Majesty, 

Resolved  :  "  That  Colonel  GJcdbill  had  raffl. 
cient  grounds  for  bringing  the  said  chaise  before 
this  House." 

Dec.  10, 1711.  The  petition  of  Colonel  Gled- 
hill  was  again  presented  ;-— 

Resolved  :  "  That  Sir  James  Montague,  knight, 
is  duly  elected." 

Feb.  93,  1719.  Resolved ;  "  That  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen;  BaiTifTs,  and 
Freemen,  resident  or  not  Ksident :  also,  (hat  the 
sons  of  burges6«s,  born  after  their  father's  freedom, 
and  persons  serving  seven  years  within  this  eitj, 
have  a  right  to  be  made  free." 

Oct.  95,  1799.  A  petition  of  ThomaS  Sbuiwix 
and  several  others  against  the  return  of  James 
Bateman,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  16.  John  Christian,  esq.,  petitioned 
f^ainst  the  election  of  William  Lowther,  esq.  The 

committee  found  the  petitioner  duly  elected, . 

17S6.  RowlandStephenson, esq., petitioned  against 
Edward  Knubby,  esq,,  and  the  committee  found 
the  petitioner  duly  elected,  Feb.  S6,  1787^ 

Pari.  IS.  Sir  James  Graham,  bart.,  and  Ed- 
ward Knubby,  esq.  petitioned.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  reported :  That  the  sitting'  mem* 
bers  were  duly  elected,  and  that  the  petition  was 
not  frivolous  nor  vexatious.    March  3,  1797. 

UNDUE  IMFLUBHCE. 

The  following  case  came  before  the  court  of 
King's  B«nch  in  Michaetmas  tenn>  1790. 
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The  minister  had  a  miDd  to  compliment  Mr. 
Garf(^h,  a  member  of  the  late  aod  present 
Parliaoient,  and  steward  and  a^ent  to  the  Earl 
of  LiMisdale,  with  the  place  of  collector  of 
the  custobis  in  the  city  of  Carlisle.  Mr.  Gar- 
forth,  on  account  of  his  situation,  was  incapable  of 
holding  the  office ;  and  the  place  was  given  tM 
truttfor  him  to  Mr.  Fearoo:  Mr.  Pearson  acted 
M  deputy  to  Mr,  Fearon,  and  performed  the  duties 
of  the  office  for  him.  A  dispute,  which  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  law-suit,  happened  between  Mr.  Gar-, 
forth  and  Mr.  Fearon  ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
Common  Fleas,  "  That  holding  placet  in  tnut 
«M  iUegaL"  The  defendant  had  paid  over  the 
profits  of  the  place  to  Mr.  Garfbrtb ;  and  this  ac- 
tion was  brought  by  the  plainti£P  to  recover  the 
amount  uf  the  profits  from  Mr.  Peareon,  the  actit^ 
officer,  and  receiver  of  the  dues. 

Lord  Kenyon  said,  the  conduct  of  the  parties 
was  such  as  not  to  entitle  them  to  any  indul- 
gence; and  therefore  would  not  grant  the  appli- 
cation. 

CORPORATIOK. 

Notwithstanding  former  charters,  the  corporation 
is  now  deemed  prescriptive.  Its  present  form  is 
derived  from  a  chartet  of  Charles  I.  in  the  year 
1637>  consisting  of  a  mayor  and  eleven  other 
aldermen,  two  bailifib,  twenty-four  capital  bur- 
gesses, and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen.  The 
capital  bui^ew«»  are  cboeen  by  the  aldermen  out 
of  the  freemen.  There  are  likewise  in  tbe  corpo- 
ration ei^t  trading  companies  or  guilds,  whose 
privileges  an  prescriptive ;  namely,  the  merchants. 
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tanners,  skinners,  butchers,  tailors,  weaven,  shoe- 
makers, and  smiths.  Persons  born  the  sons  of 
freemen,  or  having  served  a  regular  apprenticeship 
to  Ireemen,  and  having  been  admitted  to  the  bro- 
therhood of  any  of  these  guilds,  are  entitled  to  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  and  the  privilege  of  votii^  foe 
the  members  of  Parliament. 

The  corporation,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  the  freemen  dependent  on  thera,  are  ia 
the  interest  of  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale ;  but  the  «u- 
jority,  forming  a  body  of  near  five  hundred,  are  in 
the  interest  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  city.  The  influence  acquired  by 
bis  grace  in  tbis  instance  is  not  that  of  a  feudal 
lord,  or  an  arbitrary  land-owner,  who  derives  his 
consequence  from  a  court-baron,  or  bis  poseessioiu 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carlisle ;  but  from  a  firm 
and  manly  opposition  to  a  most  unconstitutional 
and  desperate  attempt  to  overturn  the  rights  of 
election  within  this  city,  and  to  overwhelm  the 
electors  with  an  army  of  what  are  called  honorary 
freemen,  or  fagots,  in  order  to  outnumber  the 
legal  electors  on  a  poll.  No  less  than  fourteen  hun- 
dred of  this  description,  mostly  selected  frmn  the 
collieries  and  estates  of  Lord  Lonsdale,  were  ad- 
mitted by  the  mayor  to  their  freedom  without 
any  one  of  tbem  having  either  the  claim  of  birth 
or  servitude  to  sanction  their  right,  or  havii^  ob- 
tained admission  to  the  brotherhood  of  either  of 
the  guilds,  as  the  charter  and  prescription  of  the 
city  directs. 

'  These  surreptitious  freemen  were  three  several 
times  petitioned  against  to  the  Houw  of  Come 
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raons :  jfirit,  by  J.  Christian  Corwen,  e«q.,  who 
became  B  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the 
city,  upon  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  Edward  Norton  ;  secondly,  by  Rowland 
Stephenson,  esq.,  who  became  a  candidate  upon 
the  Dulte  of  Norfolk  succeeding  to  the  peerage, 
in  1786  ;  and,  thirdly,  by  Mr.  Curwen  and  Mr. 
Bradyll,  at  the  last  general  election  :  and  in  all 
these  instances  they  were  declared,  by  the  several 
committees,  illegal.  The  last  committee,  who 
were  balloted  under  the  powers  of  the  amended 
GrsDville  Act,  reported  specially  to  the  House, 
"-  That  the  right  of  election  for  the  city  of 
"  Carlisle,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  is  in  the 
"  Freemen  of  the  said  city,  duly  admitted  and  , 
**  sworn  Freemen  of  the  said  city,  having  been  pre- 
«<  viously  admitted  brethren  of  one  of  the  eight 
**  guilds  or  occupations  of  the  said  city,  and  de- 
*^  riving  their  title  to  such  freedom  by  being  sons 
"  of  freemen,  or  by  service  of  seven  years'  appren- 
"  ticeship  to  a  freeman  resident,  during  such  ap- 
*<  prenticeship,  within  the  said  city,  and  in  no 
"  ethers''    March  3,  1791. 

Ad  appeal  against  the  above  decision  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  the  SIst  of  March,  179^, 
when  the  committee  finally  resolved, 

"  That  the  right  of  election  for  the  city  of  Car- 
**  lisle,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  is  m  the 
*'  Freemen  of  the  said  city,  doly  admitted  and 
"  sworn  Freemen  of  the  said  city,  having  previ- 
"  ously  been  admitted  brethren  of  one  of  the  eight 
*<  guilds  or  occupations  of  the  said  city,  and  de- 
*f  riving  the  title  to  such  freedom  by  being  sons 
**  of  freemen,  or  by  service  of  seven  years'  appren- 
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"  ticeship  to  a  freeman  resident,  during  such  ap- 
"  preoticeship  within  the  said  city,  and  in  no 

"   OTHEES." 

RIGHT   OF   ELECTION. 

There  was  no  determination  in  Parliament  upon 
the  right  of  election  at  Carliele«  previous  to  the 
late  important  decision  of  the  committee,  under 
the  amendment  of  the  Grenville  Act,  cm  the  3d  day 
of  March  last.  In  the  only  material  contest  men-' 
tioned  in  the  journals,  in  1713,  this  right  was 
agreed  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  BfHlifis,aiHi 
Vreemen,  resident  or  nod-resident. 

NUMBEE  OP    VOTBltS — 700. 

Returking  offices — the  Mayor. 
Patron* — Ouke  of  Norfolk  and  Earl  of  Loas' 
dale. 


COCKERMOUTH. 

wiiiii,  Toi.  CocKERHODTir  is  a  borough  and  market-town, 
li.  p.  913.  formerly  in  the  parishof  Brigbam,  butnowadistiact 
parish,  in  Allerdale  ward  above  Derwent,  Cum- 
berland, S5  miles  from  Carlisle,  and  309  (torn 
London;  containing  417  houses  and  9,866  in- 
habitants, being  1,955  males  and  1,610  females^  of 
whom  ],545  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
trade,  &c.  It  stands  on  the  riva  Cocker,  near  its 
conflux  with  the  Derwent,  whence  it  is  naiDed. 
The  town  in  general  is  irregularly  built ;  but  there 
are  in  it  several  modem  and  well  built  streets  and 
houses.    The  upper  and  lower  parti  of  th«  towa 
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are  divided  by  the  Cocker,  and  united  by  a  bridge 
of  one  arch.  The  principal  manufactures  here  are, 
tanned  leather,  hats,  shalloons,  coarse  woollens, 
and  linens.  The  principal  market  is  on  Mondays, 
well  supplied  with  provision  and  grain,  and  a  small 
one  on  Saturdays.  Fairs,  Monday  after  Martin- 
mas and  Whitsunday,  for  hiring  servants ;  one  for 
horned  cattle,  first  Monday  in  May,  continuing 
that  day  fortnight  till  30th  October. 

EBPSSSENTATIVE  H15TOKY. 

This  borough  returned  to  one  Parliament  in  the  Canw, 
time  of  Edward  I.,  but  from  that  time  ceased  till'''  *^'' 
the  l6th  of  Charles  I.,  when  it  was  again  restored. 

Feb.  U,  1640.  Resolved,  «  That  the  borough 
of  Cockermouth  be  restored  to  the  ancient  privi-* 
lege  of  sending  bui^esses  to  Parliament,  and  that 
a  warrant  do  issue  for  electing  two  burgesses." 

Petitions.  March  23,  1685.  A  petition  of 
William  Wharton,  esq.,  touching  the  election  for 
this  borough. 

No  decision. 

April  i,  1690.  A  petition  of  the  bsiliff  and 
burgesses  of  this  borough,  against  the  return  of  Sir 
Wilfred  Lawaon,  he  being  high  bailiff. 

No  report  appears. 

Dec.  5,  16*J5.  A  petition  of  Sir  Wilfred  Law- 
son,  bart.,  against  the  return  of  Goodwin  Wharton, 
esq.,  by  means  of  bribery  and  other  undue  prac- 
tices. 

No  report  appears. 

March  14,  I70I.  A  petition  of  James  Stan- 
hope, esq.,  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Lamp- 
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leigb,  esq.,  sfaeffiog,  that  the  right  of  election  is  in 
such  only  as  bold  burgage  tenure,  and  if  such  bur- 
'    gage  tenure  be  split  and  divided,  yet  there  is  only- 
one  vote  for  such  estate. 
No  determination. 

Dec.  4,  1710.  A  petition  of  John  Orfeur,esq., 
against  the  return  of  lieut.^eneral  Stanhope,  by 
means  of  illegal  practices,  and  the  bailiff's  pto-- 
tiahty. 

A  petition  to  the  same  effect  from  several  inha- 
bitants of  this  borough. 

April  3,  1711.    Resolved,  "That  Gen.  Stan- 
hope is  not  duly  elected." 
**  That  John  Orfeur,  esq.,  is  not  duly  eleeted." 
*'  That  the  late  election  for  this  borough  for  the 
^Haid  persons,  is  a  void  elation." 

July  4,  1717.  A  ramplaint  was  made  to  the 
House,  that  the  writ  issued  for  the  election  of  a 
buigess  is  not  yet  delivered  to  tbe  sheriff  of  tbe 
county. 

The  deliveiy  of  the  writ  was  proved,  but  no- 
thing farther  was  done. 

Nov.  99-  A  petition  of  Lord  Percy  Seymour, 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  he  beii^ 
a  minor. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Wilfi^d  LawsMi,  against  tbe 
return  of  Lord  Percy  Seymour,  by  means  of  oo- 
torious  bribery,  &c. 
Jan,  18,  1718..  Both  petitions  woe  witbdtawn, 

BIGHT  OP  XE.XCTIOH» 

This  is  in  the  Burgage  Tenures. 

NdMBEK  or   T0TKBS~S3Q 
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Rbtdkking  officer — the  Bailiff  appointed 
at  the  court  leet  of  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  lord  of 
the  manor. 

Patron — Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

POLITICAL   CHAKACTBR. 

This  borough  has  been  for  many  Parliaments  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale,  and  his  an- 
cestors, and  we  are  somewhat  surprised  that  their 
n^mioation  of  its  members  has  been  so  implicitly 
submitted  to.  The  Earl  of  Egremont  is  lord  of 
the  manor,  and  as  such  bns  a  power  to  appoint  the 
returning  officer,  though  a  certain  person  stole  the 
court-seal  some  years  ago,  and  it  has  since  been 
used  without  his  lordship's  authority,  or  that 
of  his  steward,  and  no  legal  means  have  yet  been'  -^ 
resorted  to  for  the  recovery  <^  it. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont  has  also  an  estate  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  rivCT  Cocker,  which  here  fonns 
a  junction  with  the  Derwent,  of  near  twenty 
thousand  a  year. 

Out  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty  burgage 
holds  which  gire  the  right  of  voting  at  this  place, 
only  eighty-eight  are  the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Lonsdale,  sixteen  of  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  twelve 
of  Sir  Frederic  Fletcher  Vane,  the  same  number 
belong  to  Mr.  Irton,  of  Irton,  and  the  remaioder 
to  different  individuals,  who  would  all  be  gainst 
the  monopoly  oi  the  borough  by  an  individual  if 
a  contest  were  to  arise. 
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DERBY— COUNTY. 

Dkbbyshire  is  a  county  of  England^  bounded 
on  the  east  by  Nottinghamshire,  on  the  south  by 
Leicestershire,  on  the  west  by  Staffordshire,  and 
on  the  north  by  Yorkshire,  being  about  50  miles 
long  and  38  broad.  It  contains  about  730,640 
acres  of  land,  of  which  about  500,000  acres  are  in 
a  state  of  cultivation,  viz.  four-fifths  in  pastun^e 
and  one-fifth  arable.  It  comprises  136  parishes, 
and  is  divided  into  six  hundreds,  viz.  Appletree, 
High  Peake,  Morleston  and  Litcburch,  Repton 
and  Gressley,  Scarsdale,  and  Wirksworth ;  con- 
tains one  borough,  viz.  Derby,  the  county  town  j 
and  10  market-towns,  Alfreton,  Ashborn,  Bake- 
well,  Bolsover,  Chapel-in-le- Frith,  Chesterfield, 
Dronfield,  Tideswell,  Winster,  and  Wirksworth  ; 
and  31,839  houses,  inhabited  by  161,149  persons, 
being  79,401  males  and  81,749  females,  of  whom 
39,516  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
andmanufocture,  and  31,743  chiefly  in  agriculture. 
The  soil  of  the  southern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
county  is  rich  and  well  cultivaled ;  that  of  the 
western  side,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dove,  is  chieBy 
laid  out  in  pasture,  which  produces  great  quan- 
tities of  cheese:  vast  quantities  of  camomile 
flowers  are  also  produced  bere  for  the  London 
druggists.  Herds  of  horned  cattle,  and  a  small 
kind  of  sheep,  are  bred  on  the  hills  and  moors  of 
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the  Peake.  The  mineral  productions  of  this  hilly 
tract  are  various  and  valuable  :  much  lead  has  been 
produced,  but  the  mines  are  now  nearly  exhausted. 
In  the  Lower  Peake  great  quantities  of  lime  are 
burnt,  and  on  the  north-eastern  side  iron  ore  is 
dug.  Calamine  is  also  found  here.  Coals  are 
plentiful ;  and  the  marble  found  in  the  hitls  creates 
a  considerable  branch  of  manufacture  at  Ashford. 
The  various  ornamental  articles  produced  from  the 
Derbyshire  spar  are  well  known.  With  these 
commodities  as  well  as  in  malt  and  ale,  the  inha- 
bitants carry  on  a  considerable  trade.  In  tbe 
eastern  division  the  air  is  healthy ;  in  the  western 
it  is  sharp,  and  the  weather  changeable,  Derby- 
shire is  in  the  province  c^  Canterbury,  and  diocese 
of  Litchfield  and  Coventry.  Amount  of  the  as- 
sessment on  the  property  tax,  I8O6  ,;El,3O9,06l. 
Amount  of  the  expense  of  the  poor  in  1803, 
77,3101.  being  at  the  rate  of  4a.  IJd.  in  the  pound; 
and  the  average  scale  of  mortality  for  10  years 
having  been  as  1  to  jl  of  the  population.       ' 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  county  has  been  represented  in  Parliament  cwev,  p. 
from  the  time  of  King  Edward  the  First.  ""■ 

Petitions,  &c.  Dec.  2,  I6OI.  Peter  Ttetth- 
viUe,  esq.,  returned,  as  knig^ht  of  the  shire,  and 
that  being  chosen  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  li- 
censed by  Mr.  Speaker  to  depart  home. 

Nota,  "■  That  it  appears,  that  Peter  Tretchville, 

'*  esq.,  being  a  member,  and  elected  sheriff  of 

"  the  county,  did  continue  his  place  iu  the 

'  "same,'  by  which  it  appears  that  the  said 
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*'  places  are  not  incompatible,  but  may  stand, 
'*  and  be  tc^ther,  simul  et  Memelt  ia  one  and 
"  the  same  person/' 
Dec.  10,  1670.     A  petition  of  George  Veroort, 
esq.*  against  Mr.  Sacbeverell. 
Petition  withdrawn. 

Jan.  3,  1701.     A  petition  of  William,  Marquis 
of  Harttngton,  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Coke* 
and  John   Curzon,  esqrs.,   by   means   of  force, 
tbreats,  bribes,  and  other  indirect  practices. 
Petition  withdrawn,  Feb.  7,  170I* 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

Though  this  county  possesses  as  many  gentle- 
men, who  have  pretensions  to  aspire  to  its  re- 
presentation as  any  in  England,  there  Has  been 
no  contest  in  its  elections  since  the  year  1768, 
when  the  late  Sir  Harry  Harpur ;  whose  son  has 
taken  the  name  of  Crewe,  was  successfully  op- 
posed by  the  late  Godfrey  Bagnall  Clarke,  esq.,  of 
Sutton,  whose  estate  is  now  possessed  by  the  Earl 
of  Ormonde. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  has  the  largest 
estate  in  the  county,  and  is  lord  lieutenant,  in- 
fluences the  return  of  one  member.  After  his 
g^ce,  the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  Lord  Scarsdale,  Sir 
Henry  Crewe,  Mr.  Coke  of  Longford,  Mr.  Munday 
of  Shipton,  and  Mr.  Munday  of  Martin,  have  bad 
the  other  memberfrom  one  of  their  Amities.  There 
are,  however,  many  who  have  equal  claims  ;  but 
this  county,  like  many  others,  seems  contented 
that  its  members  should  always  vote  on  opposite 
sides,  and  leave  them  without  any  weight  iatbe 
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national  senate,  and  for  that  purpose  always  send 
a  whig  and  a  tory. 


DERBY— TOWN. 

DsiiBY,  the  county  tOwa  of  Derbyshire,,  l? 
tniles  from  Loughborough,  19  fcotn  Ashborn,  and 
l?6l  from  London;  cootaitiing  3,144 ^houses  and 
10,839  inhabitants,  being  4,983  males  and  5,850 
females,  of  whom  4,904  were  returned  as  being  em- 
ployed in  trade  and  manufactures.  It  stands  on  a 
level  fertile  district,  on  the  river  Derwent,  over 
which  it  has  a  good  stone  bridge,  and  is  navigable 
from  hence  to  the  Trent.  It  comprises  five  pa- 
rishes, each  of  which  has  a  church.  In  this 
town  are  some  extensive  silk-mills,  upon  a  very 
ingenious  plan,  and  the  first  of  which  was  erected 
fl-om  a  model  brought  from  Italy.  Derby  has  also 
a  very  extensive  manufactory  of  porcelain,which, 
for  fineness  of  texture  and  brilliancy  of  colours, 
equals  that  of  China.  A  number  of  persons  are 
likewise  employed  in  turning  vases,  urns,  and  va- 
rious chimney  ornaments,  &c.  of  marble,  spar,  and 
petrifactions,  which  abound  in  this  vicinity.  A 
court  of  record  is  held  here  every  second  Tuesday, 
besides  the  quarter-sessions,  and  a  half-yearly  court 
leet.  The  market  is  on  Friday ;  the  fairs  on  the 
25th  February,  Easter  week,  May-day, .Whit- 
Monday,  July  95,  Midsummer  and  St.  James's 
days,  and  Michaelmas-day. 
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REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  is  the  capital,  or  chief  town  of  the  county. 
It  was  a  borough  by  prescrtptiou,  and  governed 
by  its  bailiflTs,  according  to  a  charter  of  King  James 
the  First;  but  in  the  Uth  of  Charles  the  First,  it 
was  incorporated  by  the  name  and  style  of  mayor, 
and  burgesses.  It  returned  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
ment 26th  Edward  f .,  and  has  continued  so  to  d« 
till  the  present  time.  In  the  Sd  of  Edward  HI.. 
they  were  elected  and  returned  by  the  buigesses. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jau.S,  1701.  A  petition  of 
Thomas  Stanhope,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Lord 
James  Cavendish,  by  means  of  illegal  practices  on 
the  part  of  the  mayor  of  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  Lord  James  Ca- 
vendish, against  the  return  of  John  Harpur,  esq., 
high  sheriff  of  this  county,  and  Sir  Richard 
Leving. 

Feb.  19>-  1711.     Petition  withdrawn. 

March  8,  171^-  A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Cur- 
zon,  and  Edward  Munday,  esq.,  against  the  return 
of  Lord  James  Cavendish,  and  William  Stanhope, 
esq. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  9-  German  Pole,  esq.,  petitioned  against 
Lord  Duncannon.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  1 4.  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  esq.,  and  se- 
veral of  the  electors  petitiooed  against  Mr.  Gis- 
home's  election,  and  the  comoittee  declared  tba^ 
Mr.  Coke  was  duly  elected. 
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CORPOKATION. 

Derby,  which  19  a  place  of  great  aDtkjuity,  was 
S  royal  borough  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, at  which  time  there  were  143  bui^esses  ; 
but  irhen  the  Nornoan  survey  was  made,  they  were 
reduced  to  100.  It  was  afterwards  incorporated 
by  a  charter  from  King  Charles  I.  This  borough 
surrendered  alt  prior  charters  and  grants,  and  all 
its  liberties  and  privileges  into  the  bands  of  the 
crown.  Upon  this,  a  new  charter  was  granted,  on 
the  6th  of  September,  34  Charles  11.  By  this 
charter  the  corporate  name  is,  "  The  mayor  and 
"  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Derby,  in  the 
**  county  of  Derby."  The  corporation  consists  of 
a  mayor,  a  high-steward,  nine  aldermen,  a  recorder, 
a  town-clerk,  fourteen  brethren,  fourteen  common- 
council,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen.  The 
mayor  is  chosen  every  Michaelmas-day,  from 
among  the  aldermen,  by  a  majority  of  the  alder- 
men and  brethren.  The  aldermen  hold  their  office 
for  life,  unless  removed  for  ill-behaviour  or  non- 
residence.  If  by  death,  or  any  other  removal,  a 
vacancy  happen,  one  of  the  brethren  is  chosen  to 
fill  it  by  the  majority  of  the  mayor  and  remaining 
aldermen.  The  brothers  and  capital  bu  rgesses  are, 
JD  like  manner  chosen  for  life,  but  liable  to  re- 
moval, like  the  aldermeo.  A  vacancy  among  the 
brothers  is  supplied  from  among  the  capital  bur- 
geises,  by  the  Section  of  the  majority  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  brothers,  and  remaining  capital 
buigesses.  The  recorder  is  chosen  by  the  majority 
of  ihe  mayor,  aldef men,  common-clerk,  brethren, 
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capital  burgesses,  and  must  be  vir  probut,  diacre-' 
tut,  et  in  legibus  Anglic  eruditut.  His  office 
cootinues  during  the  pleasure  of  the  m^or,  alder- 
meu,  brothers,  and  capital  bui^esses;  and  the 
Toice  of  the  mayor  is  necessary  for  his  Femoval,  as 
it  is  for  the  removal  or  disfranchisement  of  alt 
other  officers  or  members  of  the  corporation.'  The 
common-clerk,  who  is  also,  ex  officio-,  coroner,  aad 
clerk  of  the  peace,  is  chosen  by  the  major  part  of 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  brothers,  and  ca- 
pital burgesses,  the  mayor  or  recorder  being  one, 
and  continues  in  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
majority  of  bis  electors.  The  aldermen,  bretbteo, 
and  capital  burgesses,  must  be  constantly  leaident 
in  the  borough.  The  mayor,  aldermen,  brethren, 
capital  buigesses,  recorder,  and  common-clerk,  all 
take  an  oath  of  office :  the  mayor  (either  on  the 
day  of  election,  or,  if  absent,  within  one  month 
after  the  election),  takes  an  oath,  before  his  pre- 
decessor ;  or,  in  his  absence,  before  the  recorder, 
err  one  of  them :  the  aldermen,  brethren,  and  cm. 
pita)  burgesses,  and  the  recorder,  all  take  their 
oatha  before  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  ;  and 
the  common-clerk  takes  his  oath  before  the  mayor 
*nd  recorder,  or  either  of  them,  and  as  many  of  the 
-aldermen,  brethren,  and  capital  burgesses  as  choose 
to  be  present.  The  recorder  and  common-eUrk 
eannoi  enter  on  their  o^ety  until  approved  by  tk« 
king.  The  mayor  and  reccnrder  have  power  to  ap- 
point deputies  ;  the  mayor's  deputy  to  be  naned 
fiom  among  the  aldermen  ;  and.the  recorder's' de- 
puty to  be  skilful  in  the  l*wa  of  England  :  these 
deputies  must  likewise  tike  an  oath  before  the 
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mayor.  The  aldenneo,  btethreo,  and  capital  bur- 
gesses, form  the  conunoa  council ;  and  the  majo- 
rity  of  them,  tc^etber  with  the  mayor,  have  power 
to  make  bye-laws,  impose  fines,  &c.  The  mayor, - 
the  bithop  0/ Litchfield  and  Coventry,  hit  chan- 
cellor, the  recorder,  and  town-clerk,  the  mayor  of 
the  year  preceding,  aod  the  four  senior  aldermeu, 
are  the  local  juUicee  of  the  peaee^  but  re.moTeable 
at  the  kmg'i pleasure. 

BIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

The  nmnbera  are  chosen  by  the  Corpwatioii, 
Freemen,  and  sworn  Burgesses,  by  charter  14 
of  Charles  I. 

Number  of  voters — 6^^. 

Returmino  otpicer — is  the  Mayor. 

Patbons— Duke  of  Devoosbiret  and  Edward 
Coke,  esq.,  of  Longford,  near  this  town. 

.   POLITICAL    CHAEACTBB. 

The  mayor,  aldermen,  brothers,  and  capital  bur- 
geises,  who  form  the  common-council,  are  all  in 
the  interest  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  Ed- 
ward Coke,  esq.,  who,  from  their  consequence  and 
fortune,  possess  also  great  iofluenoe  in  theborougfa. 
They  attach  this  interest  to  their  patrons  by  the 
exercise  of  that  power  which  they  assume  of  mak- 
ing honorary  freemen,  or,  as  they  are  most  usually 
termed,  ia  this  and  every  other  plaiae,/aggote. 
These  are  made  from  among  sucb  persons  as  have 
neither  the  clum  of  birth,  servitude,  or  residence. 
By  virtue  of  this  poww  the  corporation  can,  at  any 
time,  create  a  number  of  freeman  from  among  tbe 

Do,l,.cdtyGoOglc 


273  COUM'lES,  emus,  AHS  BOROUGHS. 

Dnkc  of  Devonshire's  tenants,  and  those  of  Mr. 
Coke,  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  who  will 
consequently  out-number  the  legal  freemen  of  the 
borough  ;  and  these  honorary  freemen,  who  want 
no  qualification  but  the  JUt  of  the  corporation, 
and  the  having  been  one  whole  year  invested  with 
t  heir  nomi  nal  franchise,  agreeably  to  the  letter  of  the 
Durham  act,  are  qualified  to  come  into  the  towa 
on  the  day  of  election,  and  to  ease  the  inhabitant 
freemen  of  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  contest,  by 
choosing  their  members  for  them.  Derby,  there- 
fore, though  a  very  lai^e  and  opulent  town,  cannot 
maintain  its  independence,  as  it  would,  if  the  right 
of  voting  were  in  the  inhabitant  householders,  in 
whom  it  ought  to  be,  or  if  it  were  relieved  fivrn  the 
tyranny  of  a  corporation,  under  which  no  towD 
can  be  free,  unless  it  is  constituted  as  that  of  Lon- 
don. In  the  case  of  Carlisle,  the  making  of  thii 
description  of  freemen,  was  deemed  illegal;  but  Id 
the  case  of  Bedford  and  Derby,  the  reverse  has 
been  determined.  If,  therefore,  Mr.  Grenvillehad 
introduced  a  clause  into  his  excellent  bill,  to  as- 
certain the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  to  abolish 
honorary  freedoms,  and  such  surreptitious  qualifi- 
cations, he  would  haive  done  more  to  have  pre- 
vented expensive  litigation,  thau  the  committees 
will  ever  be  able  to  accomplish ;  for  they  are  only 
competent  to  decide  upon  tbe  evil  when  commit- 
ted, without  possessing  the  least  power  of  preveot- 
ing  it  in  &ture. 
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DEVONSHIRE. 


Devorshire,  a  county  of  England,  bounded  urew, 
on  the  north  by  the  Irish  Se(^  on. the  east  by  So-  ''  ^"' 
merset  and  Dorsetshire,  on  l^e  south  by  the  Eng- 
lish 'Channel,  and  on  the  west  by  Cornwall,  being 
^out  73  miles  long  and  63  broad  ;  and  con- 
taining 1,600,000  acres  of  land,  of  which  cfuantity 
above  I,300,000acresareia  a  stateof  caltivation, 
having  <Mie-third  in  arable  sud  two-thirds  in  pas- 
tunage.  It  is  divided  into  33  hundreds,  viz.  Ax- 
minster,  Bampton,  Black  Torrington,  Biaunton, 
Budleigh,  Cliaton,  Coleridge,  Collyton,  Creditoo, 
Ennington,  Exihinster,  Fremiogton*  Halburton, 
Hartlaod,  Hayridge,  Haytor^  Hemiock,  Lyfion, 
South  Moulton,  St.  Mary  Ottery,  Plympton,  Ro- 
bofough,  Shebbear,  Sherwtll,  Stanborough,  Tavis- 
tock, TawtoA  and  Winckley,  Teigftbridge,  Tiver- 
t<Hi,  Witheridge,  and  Wonfot^ ;  and  398  parishes, 
in  Which  are  included  one  city,  Exeter;  10  bo- 
roughs, viz.  Ashburton,  Barnstaple,  Reoalston, 
DartiOiotitb,  Honiton,  Plymouth,  Flympt<Hi,Oke- 
hamptod,  Tavistock,  and  Totness  ;  and  25  market- 
towns,  viz.  Axminster,  Bampton,  Biddeford,  Bowe, 
Brent,  Clumleigh,  Chudleigb,  Coltumpton,  Comb 
Martin,  Crediton,  Collyton,  Dodhrook,  Hartland, 
Hatherleigh,  Holdsworthy,  Ufracbmbe,  Knighta- 
bridge,  Modbury,  Moreton,  South  Moulton,  New- 
ton  Bushel,   Ottery,  Sidmouth,    Topsham,  and 
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Black  TorringtoD  ;  containing  57,9^^5  bouses  and 
343,004  inbabitaots.  being  167,343  males,  aod 
1S^,761  females,  ofwbom  60,844  were  retunied 
as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufactare,  and 
96,308  io  agriculture.  The  principal  rivers  are  the 
Taroar  and  £xe.  Tbere  are  also  sereral  smEiller 
rivers,  sucb  as  tbe  Taw,  tbe  Lad,  tbe' Oke,  the 
Teem,  Torridge,  and  Dart,  all  of  which  aboond 
.with  exeelleot  salmon.  The  soil  and  fece  of  this 
estensive  county  are  various :  on  tbe  soutbem 
coast  it  is  fertile  and  pleasant,  and  much  resorted 
to  by  invalids.  The  district  called  the  South 
Hams,  stretching  firom  the  river  Teign  to  Ply- 
mouth, is  unrivalled  for  the  richness  of  its  soil  and 
produce.  On  tbe  borders  of  Cornwall  lies  the 
barren  tract  of  Dartmoor.  Many  sheep  are  bred 
in  this  counlyt  but  they  are  small,  and  subject  to 
the  rot.  Tbe  best  produce  is  black  cattle,  which 
are  sent  to  better  pastures  for  fatting  before  they 
come  to  the  London  market,  -  The  nortb-eastem 
part,  a(^oining  Exmoor,  contains  mines  of  copper 
and  lead.  Veins  of  loadstone  are  likewise  foood 
here,  as  well  as  quan-ies  of  excellent  stone.  The 
climate  is  in  general  much  inclined  to  damp,  ftom 
its  situation  between  two  seas.  Cyder  is  tbe 
chief  beverage  of  the  lower  classes.  Much  butter 
is  made  io  the  grass  lands,  and  that  without  the 
use  of  the  chum.  The  principal  manufactures  of 
the  county  are  serges,  kers^s,  shalloons,  broad 
cloth,  aod  blond  lace,  in  which,  and  in  coro,  cat- 
tle, and  6sh,  the  inhabitants  carry  on  a  consider^r 
able  trade.  The  amount  of  the  property  tax,  in 
1306,  was  43)767,7-53.    The  sum  raised  forth* 
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maiDtenance  of  the  poor,  in  1803,  £179,S5$,  be- 
iag  at  the  rate  of  4s.  S^d.  in  the  pound  ;  and  the 
average  scde  of  mortality  for  10  years  appears  to 
have  been  as  1  to  41  of  the  population. 

REPRESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  is  a  very  lai^e  county,  in  the  western  parts  *  Res«}o7 
of  the  kingdom,  and  has  returned  knights  to  Par- Roi'Tki., 
liament  from  tbe  first  summons  in  Edward  tfae"^!*'  '' 
First's  time.     Tbe  first  memorandum  we  meet 
with  relating  to  tbem  is  in  the   l6th  of  Richard 
tbe  Second.     Sir  Pbilip'  Courtney,  one  of  the 
knigbts  returned,  was  accused  in   Parliament  of 
many  beinous  offences,  and  was  discbai^ed  from 
being  a  member  by  tbe  King  and  Lords,  but  was 
afterwards  restored  upon  the  petition  of  the  Com- 
mons.    In  the  4th  of  Henry  IV.  he  was  again 
accused   of   several  misdemeaners,  and  by  tbe 
King  and  Lords  committed  to  the  Tower,  and 
tbere  remained  till  enlarged,  upon  sureties,  at  the 
request  of  the  Commons. 

Jan.  18,  1670.  Information  being  given  to  tbe 
House,  that  an  endeavour  to  forestall  a  free  elec- 
tion had  been  made,  by  issuing  out  papers,  in  tbe 
nature  of  warrants,  to  pre>engage  the  county  be- 
fore  any  writ  was  issued. 

Resolved :  *'  That  such  conduct  is  unparlia- 
mentary, and  a  violation  of  the  right  of  elections. 

June  3,  16S6.  A  petition  of  Samuel  Rolle> 
esq.,  touching  the  election  of  thi^  county. 

No  determination. 
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POLITICAL  eHARACTEB. 

The  political  situation  of  this  county  ii  directly 
opposite  to  that  of  the  rotten  boitoughs.  Likfe 
Yorkshire  and  Lincolnshire,  the  extensiveness  of 
its  territory,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  its 
weight  of  property  give  it  the  importanoa  of  a 
etate  equal  to  some  of  the  Americao  governments, 
rather  than  a  poi^e  in  the  representation  with  Old 
Sarum  or  Gatton.  According  to  the  ratio  &f  its 
taxes,  its  proportion  of  representatives  in  the  le- 
gislature of  the  kingdom  would  be  twenty-one  out 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight.  Yet  we  see  the 
united  boronghs  of  Weymouth  and  Melcombc 
with  few  electors,  and  which  is  only  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  estate  of  an  individual,  send  twice  as 
many  members  as  this  extensive  county. 

The  freedom  of  election  is  likewise  as  much 
destroyed  by  its  extended  limits,  [topulation,  and 
opulence,  as  it  is  in  a  rotten  borough  by  the  total 
want  of  these  qualities.  The  expenses  attending 
a  contested  election  for  so  large  a  district,  effec* 
tually  prevents  an  opposition.  The  two  most 
opulent  gentlemen  fn  the  county  have  therefore 
only  to  perform  the  ceremonies  of  an  election,  and 
they  are  invested  with  the  legislative  character  as 
securely  as  if  the  right  of  election  were  in  Akif 
own  persons.  The  grieviince  therefore  is  not  ks- 
tened  by  going  into  opposite  extremes.  A  per- 
fect equali^  in  district  and  population  can  alone 
form  that  system  of  beauty  and  perfection,  which 
an  equal  representation  would  give  to  our  admired 
constitution. 
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In  a  peA9ioD*rist,  published  In"  the  Teign  of 
Cbarles  U„  is  this  irbimsical  cttaracter  of  one  of 
riic  members  for  this  county : 

Sir  Copetston  Bampfylcle,  bart,  much  addicted 
to  tippling,  presented  to  the  liing  by  bis  pretended 
wife,  Betty  Roberts,  in  Pali-Mall. 

The  noblemen  who  possess  the  greatest  estates 
and  influence  in  this  county  ere,  the  Duke  of  Bed^ 
ford,  Earl  Fortescue^  Lord  Viscount  Courtenay, 
Lord  Boringdon,  and  Lord  Role.  The  commoners 
are.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Ackland,  Sir  Charles  Bam-' 
fylde,  Sir  Lawrence  Paike,  the  Hon.  Nenton  Fel- 
lowes,  and  Mr.  Bastard. 


EXETER. 

EzETBB  is  a  city  in  the  hundred  of  Wornfbrd,  c.icw.p. 
Devoq,  168. miles  from  London  by  Shattesbury, ^"*' 
and  173  from  London  by  Dorchester ;  containing 
3,308  bouses  and  90,305  inhabitants,  being  8,J68 
males  and  1 1 ,799  females,  of  whom  1 4,300  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manufac- 
ture. Exeter  consists  of  four  principal  streets, 
all  well  paved.  A  considerable  trade  is  carried  on 
bare  in  the  maotifacture  of  serges,  perpetaanas, 
and  various  woollen  goods;  and  here  is -held  a 
weekly  serge  market,  the  greatest  in  England, 
next  to  that  of  L«eds;  it  is  said  that  a  week's 
sale  bere  has  produced  .£100,000.  The  market  is 
held  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays;  and  the  ^rs 
are  on  Ash-Wedimday,  Whit- Monday,  August  1, 
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and  December.  6.  This  city  is  reckoned  tery 
healthy,  notwlthstandiDg  its  numerous  population 
and  the  closeoess  of  its  buildings  ;  and  the  aver- 
age of  burials,  as  registered  for  the  last  10  yearSi 
appears  to  be  as  one  to  37  of  the  populatiou. 

REPRE8ENTATITE  HISTORY. 

ii.p.!»3!''  This  city  is  situated  in  the  county  of  Devon* 
*^''"*  and  is  the  capital  of  the  see  or  diocese  of  that 
name.  It  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  accounted  for 
in  Doomsday-Book,  as  the  king's  Dimeasne,  and 
has  been  held  by  grant  from  Henry  I.  by  Maud, 
the  king's  consort ;  and,  in  King  John's  time, 
Isabel,  his  consort,  held  it  in  dower.  It  was  re- 
presented in  Parliament  from  the  first  Parliament 
called  by  Edward  the  First,  and  in  the  37th  of 
Edward  the  Third,  we  find  the  writ  was  directed 
to  tlie  mayor  and  bailiffs.  But  we  find,  in  the 
S7th  of  Henry  VI.,  that  the  sheriff  of  Deronshire 
returned  the  citizens  for  this  borough,  as  appears 
by  the  indenture. 

By  this  it  appears,  that  the  representatives  were 
only  called  bu^esses,  but  in  more  modem  times 
they  are  styled  citizens,  owing  to  the  charter  of 
King  Henry  VIII.,  whereby,  and  by  act  of  par- 
liament, it  became  a  county,  and  the  writs  are 
directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  same,  who  makes  the 
returns. 

Petitioks.  March  96,  1638.  A  report  of 
the  double  return  of  Mr.  Lynn,  and  Mr.  Martyo. 
Mr.  Jordan  and  another.  The  mayor  and  magis- 
trates pretended  to  »  right  of  nominating  fi>ur, 
out  of  which  the  citizens  were  to  choose  two. 
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Mr.  Jordan,  who  opposed  that  election,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected. 

April  16,  1640.    This  city  a  town  and  county. 

The  writ  to  be  delivered  to  the  sherid*. 

June  4,  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported  to  the 
House,  on  the  double  return  for  this  city :  **  That^ 
the  right  of  election  belonged  to  the  Freemen  ;  and 
that  Sergeant  John  Maynard,  and  Thomas  Bam- 
fitd,  esq.,  are  duly  elected." — To  which  the  House 
agreed. 

March  34-,  I6SO.  A  petition  of  the  citizens 
and  freemen,  touching  the  election  for  this  city. 

No  decision. 

June  SO,  1689.  A  petition  of  Hugh  Speke, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  one  Christopher  Beal6, 
the  pretended  mayor,  who  was  returned  by  Edward 
Seaward,  the  pretended  sheriff,  by  means  of  bri- 
bery, and  bringing  several  out  of  prisons  and  alms- 
houses, to  give  their  votes  for  the  said  Christopher 
Beale,  by  striking  several  who  appeared  to  vote 
for  the  petitioner,  which  caused  a  riot,  intimidateij 
man^  of  others  of  petitioner's  friends  from  voting 
for  him,  for  fear  of  murder. 

Upon  examination,  the  committee  resolved : 
**  That  Christopher  Beale  was  duly  elected  a 
citizen." — ^To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Dec,  3, 1695.  A  petition  of  Sir  Edward  Sey- 
mour, bart.,  and  John  Snell,  esq.,  against  the  re- 
turn of  Mr.  Tyley  and  Mr.  Seyward,  by  means  of 
menaces,  bribes,  and  combination  of  the  sheriff  of 
this  city.  '  '        *'' 

No  report  appears. 

Pari.  14.    John  Burwich,  Cbolwick,  esq.  pe- 
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titioned  agaiost  Mr.  Baring's  election.     Petitioii 
withdrawn. 

Pari.  17.  Sir  Charles  Warwick  Bamfylde, 
bart.,  and  others,  petitioned  against  Mr.  Baring's 
election. — March,  1791.  The  chairman  reported, 
that  Mr.  BariDg  was  duly  elected. 

COEPORATIOK. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twenty-four 
aldermen,  fourteen  common-councilmeu,  a  sheriffy 
a  chamberlain,  four  bailifis  and  a  town-clerk,  and 
has  a  sword-bearer,  four  sergeants  at  mace,  and 
four  staff-bearers.  The  incorporate  body  is  di- 
vided iDto  companies,  and  each  company  is  go- 
verned by  officers,  annually  chosen  from  amoogst 
themselves.  Civil  causes  are  tried  by  the  m8y<H-, 
who  has  cog;Dizance  of  all  pleas ;  hears  all  causes 
between  party  and  party  ;  and  detmnines  then, 
with  the  advice  of  the  recorder,  aldermen,  and 
council  of  the  city ;  but  criminal  causes,  and 
breaches  of  the  peace,  are  determined  by  eight  al- 
dermen, who  are  justices  of  the  peace. 

RIGHT  OP  £LSCTIOM. 

Is  understood  to  be  in  the  Freeholders  and 
Freemen  of  the  city.  Tbere  never  having  been 
any  determination  of  the  House  on  that  question. 

NUMBBE  OF  VOTERS — 1900. 

Rktitrning  officer — the  Sheriff. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

This  is  one  of  the  few  places  in  Great  BriCaiu 
which,  iu  parliamentary  laegui^e,  is  called  aa 
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opeq  city,  from  its  oot  being  under  the  inilueiace  . 
of  a  noblemaD,  or -any  other  individual.  Were 
this  tije  case  in  every  city  and  borough,  however 
'  imperfect  the  organization  of  their  respective  con- 
stitutions, our  greatest  complaint,  thatofbase  in- 
equality, and  individna[  influence,  would  be  re- 
moved. Twelve  hundred  freemen  are  a  number 
that  commands  a  powerful  claim  to  representation ; 
but,  where  the  right  is  vested  in  twenty-four, 
thir^-six,  or  fifty-four  corporators,  as  in  most 
boroughsj  and  even  in  tjie  populous  cities  of  Bath, 
Winchester,  and  Salisbury,  it  becomes  a  grievance 
of  such  a  magnitude  as  to  be  countenanced  and 
supported  only  by  the  possessors  of  that  despotic 
influevce  whieh  entails  slavery  on  a  people. 

The  only  vice  in  the  elective  right  of  this  city 
is  that  of  half  of  the  voters  being  non'resident. 
which  causes  a  ruinous  expense  to  the  candidates, 
and  leaves  no  freedom  of  choice  to  tbe  electors. 


PLYMOUTH. 

Plymouth  is  a  se&-pio«t,  borough,  and  suwket  wjiii,, 
town,  in  the  hundred  of  Roborough,  Devon, ''"'-p' 
situated  at  the  mouths  df  tbe  Taonr  and  Plym, 
which  here  fell  into  a  bey  of  tlte  Chaimel,  csJled 
Plymouth  Sound,  43  miles  frcnn  Exeter,  and  990J 
from  London,  by  Ashburton  and  Ivy-bridge,  end 
9S8  by  Totoess.  It  contains  4,447  houses,  and 
'43,194  iubabitanta;  tiz.  18,016  males  and  36.178 
femalea,  of  whom  7,308  were  «nployed  in  various 
trades,  manufactures,  and  handicrafts.   'Rie  mouth 
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of  the  Tiiinar  is  called  Hamoaze,  and  tbat  of  the 
Plym,  Gatwater.  The  markets  are  on  Monday, 
Thursday,  and  Saturday ;  the  toll  of  which,  being 
very  considerable,  belongs  to  the  corporation. 
.  Fairs  38tb  January,  and  Slst  September. 

REPRESENTATIVE   HISTOBVi 

■  This  borough,  anciently  known  by  the  name  of 
Satton,  having  sent  burgesses  to  Parliament  in 
the  96th  and  33d  of  Edward  I.,  in  the  4tfa  and 
7th  of  Edward  II.,  and  to  a  council  in  the  14th 
of  Edward  III. :  at  the  last  of  these  periods  inter- 
mitted returning  till  the  20th  of  Henry  IV.,  who 
incorporated  it  anno  regni  18. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  97th,  1660.  Mr.  Turner 
reported  touching  the  double  return  for  this  bo- 
rough, Mr.  Sergeant  Mayoard  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Vowel),  returned  by  the  mayor,  and  of  William 
Morris  and  Samuel  Trelawny,  esqrs.,  by  the  free- 
men. 

June  9.  Resolved:  "  Tbat  Mr.  Secretary  Mor- 
ris and  Samuel  Trelawney,  esq.,  are  duly  elected, 
and  that  the  right  of  election  ii  in  the  mayor  and 
commonalty." — To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Oct.  S8,  1689-  A  petition  of  Martin  Ryder, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Granville,  eaq. 

Resolved  t  "  That  John  Granville,  esq.,  i&  duly 
elected :"  ■  which,  upon  being  read  twice,  tbe 
House  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  Jan.  17*  1740.  **  That,  in  tbe  last 
determination  of  this  House,  it  appears,  tbat  the 
commonalty,  therein  meiUioned,  extended  to  free- 
men only.^  Upon  which  tbe  sitting  member,  John 
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Rogers,  «iq.,  declared  be  would  give  tbe  Hvoae  no 
further  trouble,  and  then  he  withdrew,  ond  Charles 
Vaobrii^h,  esq.  was  voted  duly  elected. 

Pari.  14.  JobD  Culme,  esq.  petitioned  against 
the  election  of  Sir  Frederick  Leman  Rogers,  bart., 
in  July,  1780  :  but  the  Parliament  was  dissolved 
before  the  merits  of  the  cause  oould  be  tried. 

Pari.  16.  John  Culme,  esq.,  petitioned ;  bat 
the  committee  found  tbe  sitting  members  duly 
elected.    April  6,  1781. 

Pari.  17.  Captain  John  M'Bride,  petitioned 
against  Sir  Frederick  Leman  Rogers*  election.—^ 
Renewed  tbe  3d  aession.  On  — — ,  1799,  a  com- 
inittee  was  ballotted  for ;  bat  the  petition  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  sitting  member  declared  duly 
elected. 

Feb.  9.  1807.  Sir  William  Elford,  bart.,  and 
others,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  Sir  Chmrles 
M.  Vole,  bsrt.  The  committee  appointed  to  tiy 
this  election,  founded  their  decision  on  the  last 
resolution  of  tbe  House,  respecting  tbe  right  of 
election  for  the  borough  of  Plymouth,  which  is 
Tested  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  freemen  of  this 
borough,  and  not  in  tbe  freeholders :  and  found 
that  the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected. 

CORPOftATION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  alder- 
men, attd  twenty>four  common-couneil. 

EXOHT  OF  ELECTION. 

In  the  Corporation  and  Freemen. 

IlSTD«NIHO  OTflCEE — the  MayoT.      ^ 
FART  II.  VOL.  I.  D 
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.    FATaoM-T*His  Royal  Uigfaiuis  the  PtIjiob  of 
Wales. 


POLITICAL   CHAKACTER. 


Tb»  town,  together  with  Stonehuuse  and  Plj- 
mouth  Ekock  adjoining,  contain  a  population  of 
tnore  than  sixtj  thousand ;  and  yet  the  number 
Qf  voters  do  not  exceed  twro  hundred  1  The  righC 
of  voting  in  this  horough  was,  oo  the  9th  of  Jane, 
166U,  T«Mil7«d  to  be  in  the  mayor  and  commonalty ; 
but,  oo  the  17th  January,  1739,  it  wu  determined,' 
that  the  word  Mmmonatttf,  therein  Kientioned, 
extended  omiy  to  ilufrtemen  of  ike  taid  borough. 

Thta  place  has,  for  above  a  century,  been  con- 
sidered as  an  Admiralty  borough,  and  has  generaliy 
been  represented  by  lords  of  the  admiralty,  at  ad* 
mirali  of  the  oary ;  but  since  his  Royal  HigfaneM 
the  Prince  of  Wales  did  the  corporation  iha  honor 
ta  become  their  recorder,  they  consider  themselves 
under  bis  royal  patronage,  md  two  gentlemen  of 
his  household  have  represented  them. 

The  picture  of  the  royal  record«  decorates  the 
town*hall,  and  is  placed  over  the  mayor's  seat. 


OAKHAMPTON. 

OAKHAurroK  Is  a  borough,  market  town,  and 
parish  in  the  hundred  of  Lifton,  Devon,  situated 
near  the  source  of  the  small  river  Oak  or  Oke,  in 
a  valley,  about  one  mile  from  the  bocders  of  Dart- 
moor,3l  miles  from  Exetsr,  ud  193  fUmLOBdoD; 
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cotiUiliiDg  964  houses  «nd  1,430  iabebitaots;  of 
wboai  993  were  rettTrned  as  being  employed  in 
various  trades.  It  has  a  bibbII  manu&ctory  of 
SMg«s.  The  market  is  on  Saturday.  Fain,  33d 
March,  I7th  May,  6tb  July,  and  6th  August. 

EKPXGSENTATIVB  HISTORY. 

This  borough  returned  menrAers  to  Patliament  ^<i'".  vol. 
ID  the  SSth  of  Edward  I.  and  the  7th  of  Edwaid "  ''"  *"* 
li.,  after  which  it  ceased  to  do  so  till  the  laat  Fw- 
liament  of  Charles  [. ;    when  its  privileges  were 
restored. 

Fbtitions,  &c.  Dec.  19,  1640.  A  petition  of 
the  QHiyOT  and  burgesses  of  this  borougb. 

No  report.  In  this  ParliameDt,  however,  wc 
find  two  members  were  returned, 

April  97,  1660.  A  report  being  made  of  the 
double  return  of  Edward  Wise,  and  Josias  Cal* 
qiady,  e6qrs. ;  and  of  Robert  Reynolds,  esq.,  (re- 
turned without  the  hand  and  seal  of  the'  mayor.) 

Resolved:  *' That  Edward>  Wise  and  Josias 
Calmady,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected." — To  which 
the  House  agreed. 

Nov.  9,  17O6,  A  petition  of  John  Dibble,  esq.. 
Hgainst  the  return  of  Thomas  Northmore,  esq., 
and  Sir  Simon  Leach. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  Sir  Simon  Leach,  K.  B.  gainst 
the  return  of  John  Dibble,  esq.,  by  meanf  of  in- 
direct practiees,  in  prevailing  on  the  mayor,  vho 
had  no  right,  to  poll  for  him. 

No  determination. 

A  petition  of  CbristoplMr  Te|idal,  maTor  of  this 
v9 
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borough,  complainiDg  that,  at  the  late  election 
of  members  for  Parlianieat,  Mr.  Nortfaiaore  and 
Mr.  Dibble  were  declared  by  him  duly  eleeted  ; 
that  he  signed  an  indenture  accordingly  for  those 
gentlemen,  and  sent  it  to  the  therilf;  that  peti- 
tioner was  sent  for  the  following  morning  by  Mr. 
Northmore,  the  town-clerk,  (and  agent  of  Sir 
Simon  Leach,)  when  he  informed  him  the  election 
would  be  disputed  in  Parliament ;  but.  If  he  would 
put  his  tnarJ^  (being  an  illiterate  man)  to  an  in- 
strument then  produced,  it  would  save  further 
trouble ;  which  petitioner  accordingly  did :  and 
was  shortly  after  informed,  that  it  was  the  return 
of  Mr.  Northmore  and  Sir  Simon  Leach ;  which 
petitioner  immediately  acquainted  the  sheriff  with, 
and  advised  the  said  sheriff  to  return  none  but 
the  first  named :  yet,  he  now  understands,  he  hag 
returned  both. 

Resolved :  "  That  Sir  Simon  Leach  is  not  duly 
elected." 

Resolved  :  "  That  John  Dibble,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected."  Which  resolutions  being  read  twice, 
were  agreed  to  by  the  House;  and  Sir  Stmoo 
Leach's  indenture  ordered  to  be  taken  off  the  file. 

Dec.  5,  1710.  A  petition  of  Christopher  Har- 
ris, esq.,  compkining  of  many  undue  practices  in 
the  election  of  members  for  this  borough. 

Resolved ;  "  That  the  right  of  electing  members 
ffr  this  bwougb,  is  in  the  Freeholders  and  Free- 
Togm,  mads  firee  according  to  the  charter,  and  by  the 
laws  of  this  borough." 

Pari.  1^.  Cieofge  Jennings,  esq.,  petitioned, 
but  withdrew  his  petition. 
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Pul.  16.  Geoigv,  Lord  YMfiaaitt  Maldw, 
(eldest  sou  of  tbe  Earl  of  Essex)  and  Humphrey 
Mincbia,  esq.,  petuiooed. — Reoewed  tbe  Sd  ses- 
sioe.  Tbe  committee  found  the  petitioners  duly 
elected.     April  27,  17W. 

The  state  of  this  borough  is  eiogular.  Its  con- 
stitution i^  partly  feudal  and  partly  corporate. 
Previous  to  the  acceptance  of  tbe  charter,  the 
portreve  of  the  borough  had  always  made  the  re- 
turn; but,  from  the  date  of  the  charter,  1633* 
the  mayor  has  take'n  upon  himself  that  office. 
A  Mr.  Uawkes,  an  ingenious  attorney  of  this 
place,  cbose,  in  bis  own  person;  to  revive  tbe 
office  of  portreve  at  the  last  genera)  election,  which 
bad  laiu  dormant  for  J  6?  years,  and  in  that  capa- 
city to  take  the  poll ;  he  accordingly  made  -a 
return  to  Parliament  of  John  William  Anderson, 
and  John  Townson,  esqrs.,  as  being  duly  elected 
to  represent  the  borough.  The  portreve  had  for- 
merly been  chosen  by  tbe  homage  of  a  court-leet 
of  the  lord  of  tbe  manor,  at  Michaelmas  in  every 
year ;  but,  as  the  charter  gave  the  corporation  a 
powOT  to  make  bye-laws,  it  was  cautiously  and 
cunningly  provided,  by  one  of  the  first  acts  of  tbb 
corporatioD,  that  the  mayor,  for  the  time  being, 
shauUt  be  presented  to  tbe  homage,  to  be  chosen 
portreve  also  for  the  year  of  his  mayoralty.  Thu» 
were  the  feudal  and  corporate  offices  united  in 
one  person.  The  junction  of  tbe  offices  took 
place  in  1693;  and,  with  but  one  exception,  has 
continued  ever  since.  Mr.  Hawkes  ,was  duly 
chosen  by  the  homage,  at  the  Michaelmas  coiirt<- 
leet  of  1789*  and  appeared  to  have  a  very  strong 
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claim  to  exercise  the  powen  of  returBiDg  of&cet. 
The  mayor  also  chose  to  act  the  same  part  with 
Mr.  Hawkes  the  portreve :  be  took  a  poll,  ad- 
ntitted  Totea  which  Mr.  Hawkes  rejected,  and 
rejected  voles  which  Mr.  Hawkes  admitted,  and 
concluded  by  returning  Colonel  St.  Leger,  and 
Robert  Ladbrok«,  esq.,  to  Parliament.  By  this 
last  return,  the  numbers  were  stated  to  be,  for 

Colonel  St.  Leger 168 

■   ■    Mr.  Ladbroke 167 

Mr.  Townson 69 

Mr.  Anderson 68 

Although,  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Hawkes,  Townson 
appeared  to  have  109,  and  Anderson  101*  and  St. 
he^t  and  Ladbroke  to  be  in  a  minority  with  both. 

A   DOUBLE  RETUBN. 

This  double  return  came  to  a  bearing  before  n 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Friday, 
the  4th  of  February,  1791  ;  when  the  question  at 
issue,  between  Thomas  Bridgman  Luxmore,  the 
mayor,  and  John  1  jawkes,  the  portreve,  as  to  -the 
right  of  exercising  the  powers  of  returning  officer, 
came  first  to  be  argued.  The  cotannttee,  after 
hearing  the  evidence,  determined, 

Ist.  "  That  the  porteve  u  not  the  ptoper  re* 
tummg  officer  for  the  borougii  of  Okehampton.*' 

3d.  *'  That  the  mayor  is  the  pvoper  returning 
officer." 

By  this  decision,  St.  Leger  and  Ladbroke  be- 
came the  sitting  members,  and  Towoson  and  -An- 
derson became  the  petitioners. 

The  counsel  for  the  pettttottera  then  proceeded 
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«>.  gire  their  clients  a  majority  t>y  objecting  ti 
four  rote*  which  the  mayor  had  adinitted  for  the 
kitting  members,  which  were  bad  vote* ;  and  iHati 
to  «»enty-two  TOtefs,  who  had  fi-eeholds  con- 
veyed to  them  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Eari 
Spencer,  and  a  Mr.  Harris,  for  no  equitable  con- 
sideration, only  a  fow  weeks  before  the  election : 
these  conveyances  being  made  to  persont  collected 
from  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom.  It  appeared 
in  evidence  that  tJurty-one  of  those  grants  werft 
made  by  Earl  Spencer,  twenf^-one  by  the  Duke 
of  Bedftnvi  and  Mr.  Palmer,  and  the  remainder  by 
other  gentlemen  in  the  interest  of  th6  dbore  noble- 
men. After  hearing  ^uments  of  counsel  pr» 
tnd  con.  and  several  evidences^  whose  examinatiott 
lasted  durlng«ome  days,  the  committee  determined 
«s  to  each  of  the  seventy-two  votes  so  obtained ; 
and  their  opini6n  was>  that  ftoety  one  of  them  was 

The  counsel  for  Townson  and  Anderson  then 
proceeded  to  adduce  evidence  against  the  other 
voters,  to  whom  they  objected. 

These  were  four,  viz.  Bi^ins,  Lethbridge,  Hen- 
ley, and  Ford.  The  first  was  objected  to  on  the 
score  of  insanity ;  but  the  counsel  falling  in  theit 
proof,  his  vote  was  declared  good. 

The  second  was  objected  to  a^  a  distributor  of 
stamps,  and  of  course  disqualified  by  Mr.  Crcwiaf's 
bill ;  but  it  appearing  that  he  was  appointed  hy 
the  distributor  of  stamps  for  the  county,  and  not 
by  government,  his  vote  was  adjudged  good. 

The  third  was  obje<;ted  to  on  the  same  ground, 
lie  being  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  excise: 
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.but  ita^pfaring  tbat  be  bad  been  diischaified  hy 
the  beard  for  more  tban  five  years,  and  that  be 
was  OBly  eiDployed  occasionally  by  tbe  coUeotor 
i^  tbe  district,  during  tbe  abeence  or  sickneas  of 
other  excise  officers,  for  wbicb  he  received  at  the 
nis  of  jE40  per  annum,  fiom  tbe  coltector,  to  be 
afterwards  allowed  by  the  board  at  their  dlacretioiH 
his  vote  was  declared  good.* 

The  fourth  was  objected  to,  as  not  having  beea 
admitted  to  bis  freedom  until  after  the  election. 
He  was  entitled  to  bis  freedom  by  Urth ;  but  not 
•rriyii^  at  Oakhampton  until  the  Sunday  before 
tbe  election,  which  happened  the  next  day,  the 
jnaypr  not  being  bound  to  hold  a  court  on  a  Sun- 
(lay,  and  there  not  being  time  on  the.  Monday 
morning,  tbe  vote  was  deemed  ^otj. 

Two  other  votes  were  added  to  the  poll  of  the 
petitioners,  and  some  rejected,  as  was  the  fortune 


*  A  timikr  decision  took  plan  in  the  eo art  of  Bjug'i  Beacbr  ia 
Michaelrau  tenn,  1790.  Two  actiou  were  brought  by  one  Enu, 
■  haii-dresser,  of  Brightb^Imatoiie  : — one  agaimit  Kicbard  Sie- 
rras, (be  oUier  a^inst  John  OckendoD,  electors  of  Searerd,  for 
t^e  pcjnlficB  9f  £100  each,  wktet  Mr.  Crewe'e  bill ;  ib«  and 
l^rena  atid.OcMadott  bxriag  bean  Moplojred  witbia  tfaalau 
jear,  previous  to  the  election  at  which  tbejr  bad  pven  .dmr 
votes,  io  tbe  capacify  of  what  is  termed  hop-aasisuuii,  to  coT- 
lect  and  laanagie  the  recdpt  of  tbe  dnty  upon  hops,  daring  that 
.seaMn  in  which  hops  ere  gathered.  The  eauea  were  tried  at 
the  laat  BUBnaei-aaaizes  for  tfaf  comil|  af  Smmx,  when  tbe  jujr 
found  special  rerdicta  i»  each  caotc,  tnbject  to  the  dfririwi  «f 
the  court  of  King's  Bench,  in  wbicb  tbe  actions  were  brmiffat. 
The  court  detennioad  tbat  tbey  did  not  conie  nnder  the  dcactip- 
Aoa  of  rcvenuB-offieen,  and,  of  course,  judgoient  went  tot  the 
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of  f he  sitting  members  :  at  length  tlie  committee 
having  finished  the  evidence,  there'  appeared  a 
majority  of  two  votes  for  St.  Leger,  and  one  for 
Ladbroke,  who  were  th»eupon  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

So  little  do  the  rights  of  election  seem  to  have 
been  understood,  until  very  lately,  in  this  country* 
that,  at  an  election  for  this  borough  in  l660,  the 
firtidioMers,  who  first  asserted  their  right  to  vote> 
assembled  in  a  tumultnous  manner  to  oppose  the 
mayor,  and  made  a  return  of  »ne  member  only^ 
contrary  to  every  idea  of  right :  for  they  either 
must  have  been  entitled  to  the  election  of  two 
members,  or  oone.  However  the  house  recc^ntEed 
their  right  the  ensuing  year,  and  they  have  con- 
tinued to  exercise  it  ever  sioce. 

COaPOBATIOM. 

The  corporation  consists  of  eight  principal  bur- 
gesses, from  whom  the  mayor  is  annually  chosen, 
and  of  as  many  assistants. 

KIOHT    OF   ELECTION. 

Feb.  94,  1810.  Resolved:  "That  the  right 
of  electing  members  for  the  borough  of  Oakharop- 
tOB,  is  in  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen,  being  made 
free  according  to  the  charter,  and  bye  laws  of  the 
said  borough." 

NuHBEB  OF  VOTEBS — S30. 

Retdbnino  officeb — the  Mayor. 
Patron— Albauy  Savile,  esq. 
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POLITICAC  OBAEACTEE. 

Tfie  rio^ht  of  election  ib  this  boroitgh  oot  ImTtBg 
receired  aoy  determination  timiler  the  amended 
Grenville  Act,  is  still  open  to  litigation,  aad  i> 
disputed  between  the  freemen  and  freeholders, 
particolftrly  snch  tB  are  called  fmggttU.  Those 
made  by  Mr^  Sivile  the  patron,  on  purpose  tA 
anke  a  majority  on  the  poll  over  the  freesMO, 
vce  held,  by  the  best  legal  authorities,  to  be  bad, 
aad  will  probably  occasion  another  petition.  If 
tb^  should  not,'  then  the  nomination  of  (he 
two  nembera  will  be  cKclasively  is  the  pstroa,  as 
is  tlK  case  in  thirty-six  burgage  tenure  boroughs, 
-which  send  seveoty-two  members  to  the  British. 
Parliament  by  the  fiat  of  thirty-six  individuals ! 

This  borough  was  the  property  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  present  Earl  Spencer, 
who  sold  it  to  Richard  Bsteman  Hobson,  esq., 
aad  his  brother  the  lute  Mr.  Holland  the  architect; 
it  was  by  them  again  sold,  we  understand,  for 
sixty  thousand  pounds,  to  Mr.  Albany  Savile,  the 
present  proprietor. 


BARNSTAPLE. 

Barkstaple  is  a  seaport,  borough,  and  mar- 
ket town,  in  the  hundred  of  Braunton,  I94  miles 
from  London  ;  containing  619  bouses,  and  3,47^ 
inhabitants,  of  whom  ^78  were  relumed  as  being 
employed  in  trade  or  manufacture.  It  stands  on 
the  river  Taw,  36  miles  from.  Exeter.     Its  namt 
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ift  derived  fironi  Bar,  the  moutb  of  a  Hvtr,  and 
StapU,  trade.  It  ia  pleasantly  ahwited  aniaag 
hilts,  io  the  fcHin  erf  a  semi-^cle,  tlirQugh  which 
the  rirer  runa.  The  streeta  are  clean  and  weU 
paved,  and  the  houses  built  of  atone.  Orer  tk* 
river  is  a  stone  bridge  of  sixteen  arches.  The 
markets  are  large,  for  cattle,  com,  and  all  kind*  of 
provisions)  on  Friday  ;  and  it  has  several  vroolleii . 
manufactories  kr  tammies,  shalloons,  baiae,  %aa. 

REPllBSBNTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  anoiaat  borough  issituated  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  and  ^vas  first  iocorporated  by  Hemy  the 
First.  King  John  afVerwsrda  gave  it  a  niay(H« 
and  Queen  Mary  ordained  two  aldermen  and 
twenty-two  common-council.  All  its  privileges 
were  ratified  by  James  the  First.  It  haa  baea 
wpresented  from  the  33rd  of  Edward  the  First  tiH 
the  present  time. 

PsriTiOKS,  &c.  Aug.  6,  1641.  Resolved: 
**  That  Mr.  P«rd  is  duly  elected,  and  tbat  the 
election  of  Mr.  Ferris  is  void." 

Note.  It  does  not  appear  at  what  time  tfaia 
election  was  complained  of. 

Oct.  95,  1680.  A  petition  o(  Richard  Lee, 
esq. 

Resolved :  "  That  Richard  Lep,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected.'* 

May  94,  168d.  A  petition  of  John  RoUs,  esq., 
touching  the  election  of  this  borough. 

No  deter tni nation. 

Pari.  17-  Richnrd  Wilson,  esq.,  petitioned 
against    Mr.    Cleveland's   election  ;   and,  on    the 
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Utfa  of  March,  1791,  tfae  chairman  reported  that 
cb*  stttiog  iDMDber  waa  duly  elected,  aod  tbst  the 
petition  was  frivoloos  and  rexatioas. 

Pari.  S-    Richard  Wilaon,  esq.,  petitioned ;  but 

the  committee  found   Sir  Edward  Fellev  duly 

elected,  February,  1803. 

Lord  Ljt-       Tlie  ancient  history  of  tbia  btnough  is  given  in 

iii.,  p'^ia.  tfae  first  volume  of  this  work,  p^;e  61,  where  it  is 

proved  to  have  been  a  Saxon  borough,  and  to  have 

sent  members  to  the  parliament,  or  witena  gmtottf 

of  tbe  Saxons,  in  the  time  of  King  Atbalstan. 

^^      This  right  was  accordingly  icec^fnised  by  Kitag 

p-a;>.      £dward  111.,  in  tbe  ISth  yearof  hiare^n,  audit 

has  *ver  since  sent  nembera  to  Parliam«il  by  pre^ 

•criptive  or  inherent  r^C. 

The  modern  history  of  this  borough  is  of  a  very 
different  complexion.  If  any  one  b<MY>ugli  in  the 
country  is  more  corrupt  than  another  it  is  this. 
The  expenses  of  a  candidate  at  a  contested  election 
here,  w  from  ten  to  ikirtetn  tKouaoMd  pound*. 
The  right  of  voting  is  in  the  corporation,  and 
about  four  liundred  burgesses,  not  more  than  a 
fourth  part  of  whom  reside  in  the  town.  The  rest 
are.  distributed  in  London,  Bristol,  tfaeiEast  and 
West  Indies,  Botamf  Bay,  and  all  over  the  world. 
About  s-T^venty  of  them  reside  in  London*  and  an 
continually  upon  tbe  bunt  for  candidates,  under 
pretence  that  one  of  their  members  is  ill,  or  about 
to  accept  a  place,  or  to  be  created  a  peer,  so  that 
a  vacancy  is  expected,  and  the  person  applied  to 
is  sure  to  be  chosen,  if  be  will  but  give  a  dinner 
or  a  supper  to  tbe  burgesses  residing  in  London, 
and  a  few  guineas  to  each  by  way  of  a  retaining 
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fee.  Tbey  will,  od  these  conditioD*,  becertmin  to 
write  to  their  frieods  in  the  couatiy  to  iofbini 
them  what  a  geoerous  candidate  tbey  bare  pro- 
cured. This  will  produce  an  iavitatioo  from  those 
who  reside  there,  to  the  gentleman  who  has  made 
no  good  a  b^inning,  to  come  down  sod  be  elected. 
One  or  two  of  these  nkanagera,  as  tbey  call  them- 
selves, we  to  be  sent  down  with  their  pockets  well 
supplied,  to  give  a  suppor  at  Bristol,  and  another 
at  Barnstaple,  and  get  the  invitation  signed. 
They  return  with  the  triumpbant  instrument. 
The  candidate  accordingly  arrives  ;  he  is  ushered 
into  the  borough  with  ringing  of  bells,  is  drawn 
round  tbe  town  by  the  populace,  and  may  think 
himself  fortunate  if  he  get*  away  without  beimg 
ruined. 

Above  a  score  gentlemen  we  could  name,  can 
bear  witness  to  the  losses  they  have  suffered  by 
these  impositions :  even  a  learned  knight  and  doc- 
tor of  civil  law  is  minus  about  a  thousand  pounds 
by  the  excitement  held  out  to  him  of  becoming 
member  for  Barnstaple. 

When  a  candidate  arrives  at  this  place,  the  very 
burgesses  who  signed  their  names  to  the  invitaticm 
make  no  scruple  of  refusing  bim  their  votes,  in- 
forming him  tbey  only  set  their  names  to  the 
paper  to  bring  him  down  tbat  they  might  see 
how  they  liked  him  ;  and  we  have  known  a  great 
number  of  the  freemen  of  this  place  receive  six 
guineas  each  to  bear  their  charges  from  London  to 
Bamauple  at  an  election,  and  at  the  poll  er»y 
one  of  them  have  voted  against  faim  to  get  their 
expenses  paid  tyvn  again  by  another  candidate. 
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TbaM  booetk  electors  bod  oneo  tbe  fortiioe  to 
have  3  c«n<lidiite  as  slippery  as  theowelTes :  he 
diBtribtited  drafts  for  large  sums  payable  in  Lod- 
don ;  treatad  tbe  voters  with  dinners  aod  enter- 
taiomeDtB ;  amA  went  off  a  day  or  two  before  the 
election,  leaving  his  agents,  managMB,  and  the 
uttfortuoate  landlordt  wbo  was  an  ionocent  man, 
(having  neither  a  vote  nor  any  ooDcera  in  the 
filectioo),  ail  unpaid,  as  were  his  drafts  up<Hi  Lon- 
dott,  which  be  had  tbe  folly  to  believe  would 
secure  bis  election. 

COBPOBAJION. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  alder- 
iBMi,  aad  twenty-two  capital  burgcaaes,  by  char- 
ter of  Mary. 

BIGHT   or   ELECTION. 

In  tbe  Corporation  and  common  Burgesses. 

NUMBBR  OF    TOTEBS — 400. 


TOTNESS. 

ToTNBSS  is  a  borough,  market- town,  and 
parish,  in  the  Hundred  of  Coleridge,  Devon, 
situated  on  the  river  Dart,  about  19  miles  from 
the  sea,  and  1 95  from  Ixindon ;  containing  lt9S 
bouses,  and  S,503  inhabitants.  It  has  a  trifling 
manufacture  of  woollen  cloth,  but  tbe  chief  em- 
ployment of  the  inhabitants  is  in  tbe  fislmy. 
The  river  Dart  k  very  broad  at  this  town,  and  the 
tide  flows  nearly   13  feet  at  tbe  bridge.    The 
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tearkct  on  Saturdsy  is  well  supplied  witb  provi- 
sioiu  of  all  kisrit.  Fairi,  Easter  Taesdvp,  May  1, 
July  Sd,  and  October  98. 

SBPRESEKTXTIVS  HISTOKT. 

This  town  #8s  incorporated  by  charter  of  tlie 
7th  of  King  John,  and  made  a  mayor  toirn,  which 
vf9  since  confirmed  by  Edward  I.  It  has,  from 
the  23rd  of  Edward  1.,  returned  burgesses  to  Par- 
liament, who,  ID  the  97th  of  Heary  VI.,  were 
elected  in  the  county  court ;  but  it  was  Tery 
csrly  m^e  a  close  borough. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  29,  1695.  A  petition 
of  Sir  Kichard  Gipps,  knight,  and  Jas.  Batemaa, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Edward  Seymour 
and  Edward  Tard,  esq. 

March  4,  1696.  Resolved:  **  That  Sir  Edward 
Seymour  and  Edward  Tard,  esqrs.,  are  duly 
elected." 

"  That  the  petition  of  Sir  Richard  Gipps,  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  election  -for  this  borough;  is 
vexatious,  frivolous,  and  groundless." 

Resolved  ;  "  That  the  persons  made  free,  within 
this  borough,  by  the  late  King  James's  charter, 
had  no  right  to  vote  by  virtue  of  such  freedom." 

**  That  tberiglM;  of  election  is  in  the  Freemen 
net  iithabttingi  ai  well  as  in  the  Freemen  inhabit- 
ing within  this  said  borough."-^Which  resolu- 
tions, being  Tead  twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Uoese. 

'  RcsblvM) :  «  That  Sir  Rtelierd  Gipps,  liaviBg 
prdftrred^  the  Hous&  a  frivolous,  vexatious,  and 
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groundless  petition,  be  taken  into  the  cu»t»dy  of 
the  seiyeaot  at  arnu." — And  furtliw. 
Resolved  :  "  That  the  said  Sir  Richard  Gipps 
'  do  make  satis&ction  to  the  memben  of  this 
House  whom  he  petitioned  against,  for  the  costs 
and  expenses  thej  have  been  put  to  by  reason  of 
tbe  said  petition." 

COKPOEATIOK. 

Thb  consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  thirteen 
capital  members,  or  assistante,  two  counsellors, 
and  twenty  bui-gesses,  by  charter  of  Quera  Eliza- 
beth. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

In  the  Corporation  and  Freemen,  resident  and 
Bon<resident,    March  4,  1695. 

Number  of  voters — 78,  fifty  of  whom  are 
non-resident,  and  only  twenty-eight  resident. 

Retdknin*  offickb — the  Mayor. 

Patkok — the  Hon.  William  John  Eredeiic 
Vane  Powlett. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  borough  has,  for  many  years,  received  tb* 
nomination  of  one  member  from  tba  Bolton 
fiunity.  The  late  Duchess  possessed  that  influ- 
ence till  her  death  ;  and,  having  bequeathed  her 
property  here,  including  the  manor,  to  her  nephew, 
the  Hon.  W.  F.J.  Vane  Powlett,  second  son  to  the 
^1  of  DarUogton,  he  will  most  probably  succeed 
to  the  control  of  the  borough.    The  Maiquis  of 
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Hertford  has  several  times  had  ooe  of  bis  family 
chosen  ;  and  his  brother.  Lord  Robert  Seymour, 
expecting  to  declioe  the  county  of  Carmarthen, 
for  which  he  is  member,  offered  himself  a  candi- 
date for  this  borough  ;  but  aft^wards  withdrew 
bis  pretensions  io  favour  of  Mr.  Anderdon  and 
Mr.  Seymour,  his  nephew.  At  the  poll  the  num> 
bers  were,  for 

Thomas  Peregrine  Courtenay,  esq.  .  .36 

Asbford  Wise,  esq 39 

John  Proctor  AnderdtHi,  esq S9 

-^-^^—  Seymour,  esq.    . .  • 9S 

The  state  of  this  corporation  at  present  renders 
it  uncertain  who  shall  ultimately  have  the  pre- 
ponderating interest  at  the  next  election  ;noT  is  it 
of  any  coQseqiience,  except  to  the  parties  inte- 
rested, as  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  Totneis 
an  never  considered. 

Here  dxtsts  an  hereditary  claim  to  a  buigess- 
ship,  which  we  mention  on  account  of  its  singu- 
larity. The  Earl  of  Mount  Edgcomb  exercises 
the  corporate  powers  of  a  bui^ess,  in  right  of  bis 
ancestor,  Richard  Edgcomb,  esq.,  who,  in  the 
second  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  conveyed  the 
manor  «f  the  borough  of  Totuess  to  the  corpora- 
tioo,  on  a  reserved  rent  of  twenty-ooe  pounds  per 
anDum,  payable  to  the  owner  of  the  castle,  restrv- 
ing  with  this  alienation  the  right  of  a  buigess-ship 
to  his  beirs  ibr  ever. 
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HONITON. 

Hon  1  TON  is  a  borough,  market  town,  and 
parish,  in  the  hundred  of  Axminster,  Devon, 
Ok  miles  from  Axminster, and  1591  from  London; 
containing  5\6  houses,  and  3,377  inhabitants, 
viz.  l,0S3  males,  and  1,994  females;  of  wfaooi 
1,250  were  returned  as  employed  in  tradeand  ma- 
nufacture. The  hnildings  are  mostly  new,  tbe 
town  having  suffered  considerably  by  6rc  at  diffe- 
rent times.  The  town  is  in  a  very  improved  state, 
■being  paved  and  lighted,  and  the  houses  mostly 
slated. 

It  is  said,  that  the  first  manufacture  of  serge,  in 
Devon,  was  established  here;  but  the  principal 
manufacture  at  present  is  that  of  broad  lace.  Ho- 
niton  supplies  the  London  mnrket  with  great 
quantities  of  butter.  Its  market  is  onSaturda}', 
and  its  fair,  the  first  Wednesday  after  July  19. 

REPBESENTATIVE  UISTOBY. 

This  borough  returned  members  to  Parliameot 
in  the  38th  of  Edward  the  First,  the  4th  of  Ed- 
ward the  Second,  and  the  ISth,  17th,  I9th,  39ad, 
and  S6th  of  Edward  tbe  Third.  It  afterwards 
ceased  to  return  till  the  year  l640,  when  it  was 
restored,  and  has  been  represented  erer  since. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov,  36,  1640.  Onarepart 
from  Mr.  Maynard,  touching  the  right  of  sending 
members  to  Parliament,  it  was  resolved  : 

"  That  the  town  of  Honiton,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  should  be  restored  tb  its  ancient  rights  and 
privileges  of  sending  burgesses  to  Parliatnent." 
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Nov.  1,  1630.     A  petition    of  Edmund    Wal- 
rond,  esq.,  touching  the  election  for. this  borough. 
No  report  appears. 

Feb.  1 4,  irOO.     A  petition  of  William  Court- 
ney, esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Walter  Vooge. 
Resolved:  "  That  Sir  Walter  Yonge  is  duly 
elected." — Which  being  read  twice  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Dec.  2,  1710.  A  petition  of  Jame«  Sheppard, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Walter  Yonge,  by 
the  portreve  making  a  double  return  of  \^'\m  and 
Sir  William  Drake. 

A  petition  of  the  potwatloppers,  inhabitants  of 
the  said  borough,  to  the  same  effect. 

Resolved :  '*  That  James  Sheppard,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected,  to  which  the  House  agreed." 

March  4,  17 1^.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Courtney  and  Sir  William  Pole,  barts.,  agiiinst  the 
return  of  Sir  William  Drake  and  James  Sheppard, 
esq.,  by  meanii  of  undue  practices  used  by  one 
Richard  Gill,  the  pretended  portreve. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Skinner,  William  Wind- 
win,  and  Henry  Clark,  ,to  the  same  effect. 

No  determination. 

March  39,  171*;3.  A  petition  of  James  Shep- 
pard, esq.,  and  also  of  Sir  Williain  Drake,  bart., 
against  the  return  of  Sir  William  Courtney  and 
William  Yonge,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Feb.  23,  1716.  A  petition  of  John  Elwell, 
esq.,  compIainiDg  of  undue  practices  at  the  late 
election. 

Petition  withdrawn. 
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Oct.  99,  1723.  A  petition  of  James  Sheppard, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  Yonge,  .esq.} 
by  means  of  illegal  practices. 

A  petrtton  of  the  same  against  the  other  sitting 
member.  Sir  Willipm  Pole,  for  similar  practices. 

Petitions  rejected, 

Nov.  23,  1794.  A  petition  of  several  inhabit- 
ants of  Honitoo,  touching  the  right  of  election  for 
this  borough. 

Dec.  18th.  Resolved:  '<  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  for  this  borough  is  in  the 
inhabitants,  housekeepers  within  this  borough, 
commonly  called  potwalloppers,  not  receiving 
alms." — Which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Pari.  7.  Sir  William  Pole,  hart.,  petitioned  : 
renewed  sessions  3,  3,  and  4 ;  and  was  voted  duly 
elected. 

Pari.  10.  Henry  Reginald  Courtenay,  esq., 
petitioned  against  John  Heath,  esq. :  renewed 
sesB.  3. 

Pari.  12.  Anthony  Bacon,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  Sir  George  Yonge's  election  ;  but  on  the 
96th  of  January,  1764,  he  withdrew  his  petition. 

Pari.  14.  John  Baring,  esq.,  petitioned;  but 
withdrew  his  petition. 

Pari.  \5.  Lawrence  Cox  and  John  Honywood, 
esqrs.,  and  several  others,  petitioned.  Mr.  Cox 
had  leave  to  withdraw  bia  petition.  The  merits 
of  the  election  were  tried  by  a  committee,  who 
reported,  that  Sir  George  Yonge,  bart.,  was 
duly  elected;  but  that,  so  far  as  it  related  to 
Mr.  M'Leod,  it  was  void.     March  97,  1781. 

— — ^  Alexander  M'Lcod,  esq.,   petitioned 
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agaiast  Mr.  Wilkinson's  election,  and  the  chair- 
man reported,  that  the  sitting  member  was  duly 
elected.     Feb.  19,  1782. 

Pari.  I6.  John  Baily,  esq.,  and  othera  of  the 
inhabitants,  petitioned  :  renewed  the  Snd  and  3rd 
sessions.  The  committee  found  the  sitting  mem- 
bers duly  elected. 

James  Fraset,  esq.,  petitioned  against  the  return 
of  George  Templar,  esq.,  in  1790,  charging  the 
sitting  member  with  bribery  and  corruption. 

The  committee  was  appointed  March  31,  1799, 
and  the  next  day  the  chairman  reported  : 

"  That  George  Templar,  esq.,  was  duly  elected." 

*'  That  the  petition  of  James  Fraser,  esq.,  did 
not  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  frivolous  or 
vexatious,  and  that  the  opposition  of  George 
Templar,  esq.,  did  not  appear  to  the  said  select 
committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious," 

Sir  G.  Yonge,  hart.,  petitioned  against  the  re- 
turn of  Sir  John  Honeywood,  Dec.  6,  1803.  Re- 
newed Nov.  9S,  1803;  but  the  chairman  reported 
that  the  sitting  member  was  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  petition  was  not  frivolous  or  vexatious.  Feb. 
20,  180*. 

A  petition  gainst  the  return  of  Lord  Cochrane 
and  the  Hon.  A.  C.  Bradshaw,  in  1806,  was  or- 
dered to  be  heard  March  3,  |807>  hut  the  disso- 
lution of  Parliament  prevented  any  trial. 

CORPORATION. 

None. 
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BIGHT  OF  ELECTIOK. 

It  was  formerly  in  those  paying  scot  and  lot, 
and  in  housekeepers  and  pot-wallers,  not  receiving 
alms  :  the  right  of  the  latter  was  conferred  and  ex- 
efcised  in  consequence  of  a  petition  against  Walter 
Yonge.  esq.,  1701  ;  but  upon  a  special  reiurn  of 
Sir  Willirtm  Drake,  bart.,  Sir  Waller  Yonge,  bart., 
0nd  James  Sheppnrd,  esq.,  the  portreve  referred* 
the  mattrr  to  the  House,  where,  after  discussing 
both  sides,  a  greut  majority, 

Feb.  3,    1,710,    Resolved:  "Thai  the  right  of 

.  electing  members  to  serve  in    Parliament  for  the 

borough  of  Honrton,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  is  io 

the  inlicihitants  of  the  said  borough,  paying  scot 

and  lot  only." 

Fourteen  years  after,  however,  the  right  of  voting 
was  again  allowed  to  the  pot-wallers,  by  the  fol- 
lowing determination, 

Dec.  18,  1724,  Resolved—"  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Haniion,  in  the  couniy  of  Devon,  is 
in  the  inhabitants,  housekeepers,  within  the  said 
borough,  called  pot-wallers,  not  receiving  altas  of 
the  parish." 

Number  of  voters — 350.  The  number  of 
houses  out  of  the  borougli  are  only  twelve. 

Rbtuhmng  officer — the  Portreve,cho8enby 
a  directed  jury  at  the  court-leet  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor. 

Patrons — Christopher  Flood,  esq.,  and  James 
Townsend,  esq. 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTEB. 

The  members  for  this  borough  are  generally 
strangers,  who  are  sought  out  by  individuals  pro- 
perly instructed,  or  recommended  by  the  treasury. 
Previous  to  a  vacancy,  these  dealers  in  corruption 
endeavour  to  find  a  candidate  suited  to  their  pur- 
pose, as  rich  and  unexceptionable  as  possible, 
who,  depositing  a  certain  sum  of  money,  is  sure  of 
having  every  art  and  effort  exerted  in  his  favour. 
Thus  bribery  commences  and  continues  in  pro- 
portion to  the  activity  of  the  agents  of  a  third  can- 
didate. 

The  mode  pursued  is  that  of  giving  to  each 
voter  from  five  to  fifty  guineas,  according  to  the 
emei^ency  of  the  contest ;  and  to  iheir  wives, 
meal,  clothes,  &c.,  and  also  by  opening  inns,  for 
which  purpose  a  considerable  number  are  permitted 
to  exist.  The  number  of  votes  influenced  by  these 
or  other  private  considerations,  are  nineteen  out 
of  twenty.  The  sum  necessary  to  purchase  a  seat  . 
may  vary  from  9000/.  to  8000/. 

The  manor  of  Honiton  has  for  many  years  be- 
longed to  Lord  CoiiTtenay  and  his  ancestors  ;  but 
was  purchased,  upon  speculation,  by  Messrs'. 
Townsend  and  Smith,  bankers  of  this  town,  and 
by  them  again  disposed  of  to  Ebenezer  Fuller 
Maitland,  esq. ;  that  gentleman,  however,  not 
■liking  his  purchase,  it  was  again  sold  to  Arthur 
Champernoun,  esq.,  the  late  high  sheriflF of  De- 
vonshire, who  is  the  present  proprietor.  The  in- 
terest he  possesses  is  only  that  of  appointing  the 
portreve,  who  is  the  returning  officer  and  the  bat^ 
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lilf  of  the  manor  at  bis  court-teet.  He  is  also 
the  proprietor  of  the  two  principal  inns,  the  Golden 
Lion  and  the  Dolphin,  and  of  some  other  houses ; 
but  Mr.  Flood  and  Mr.  Townsend,  two  attorneys, 
who  reside  in  the  place,  bare  the  entire  control 
of  the  borough. 

TAVISTOCK. 

Tavistock  i>  a  borough,  market>town,  and 
parish,  in  the  hundred  of  Tavistock,  Devon,  near 
the  river  Tamer,  14  miles  from  Plymouth,  and  306 
from  London ;  containing  47S  houses  and  3,430 
inhabitants,  of  whom  556  are  returned  as  em- 
ployed in  trade  and  manufacture.  This  town  is 
well  built. 

EKPBESENTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  In  th« 
33d  and  SSd  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the  19th  of  Ed- 
ward II.,  and  then  ceased  to  do  so  till  the  4'th  of 
Edward  III.,  since  which  time  it  has  constaotly 
returned  members. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  27,  l660.  On  a  report 
of  the  double  return  for  this  borough  it  was  agreed 
by  the  House,  that  George  Howard,  esq.,  was 
duly  elected. 

May  93.  On  another  report  of  a  double  return 
for  this  borough,  it  was  agreed  by  the  House,  that 
the  said  George  Howard,  esq.,  was  duly  elected. 

May  16,  1661.  Sergeant  Charletoa  reported 
from  the  committee,  that  tbe  election  of  William 
Russell,  esq.,  is  void;  to  which  tbe  House  agreed. 
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Dec.  17.  Sergeant  Charleton  reported  from  the 
comtnittee,  that  William  Russell,  esq.,  was  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  sit;  to  which  the  House 
agreed,  and  ordered  the  return  to  be  amended 
accordiogf^. 

March  34,  1689.  A  petition  of  Ambrose  Ma* 
natoD,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  by  means  of  undue  practices  on  the  part  of 
the  portreve. 

Upon  several  petitions  to  the  same  effect,  it  was 
TeaDke<l,  Dec.  8,  1691,  "  Thnt  Sir  Francis  Drake 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  tor  this  borough,  which 
being  read  a  second  time,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House." 

Nov.  39,  \69d.  A  petition  of  Ambrose  Ma- 
natoR,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Lord  James 
Russell. 

March  13,  1696.  Resolved  :  "  That  Lord  James 
Russell  is  not  duly  elected,  and  th«t  Ambrose 
Manaton,  esq.,  is  duly  elected. 

Nov.  S5,  1696.  A  petition  of  the  same  againdt 
the  return  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  bart. 

Feb.  4,  1697.  Resolved :  "  That  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  hurt.,  is  duly  elected  to  serve  for  this  bo- 
rough ;"  and  that  the  right  of  election  "  is  in  the 
Freeholders  of  inheritance  in  possession,  inhabiting 
within  this  borough,  who  have  been,  or  shall  be, 
presented  as  such  by  the  jury  of  enquiry  of  the 
said  borough  ;**  which  resolutions,  being  read 
twice,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Feb.  IS,  1700.  A  petition  of  James  Bulteel, 
esq.,  against  the  rt'turn  of  Edward,  Lord  Russel), 
hy  means  of  various  illegal  practices. 

No  determination. 
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Oct.  24,  1702.  A  petition  of  Henry  Manatoii, 
esq.,  against  the  retam  of  Lord  James  Aussell. 

Dec.  20,  1703.  Resolved  :  "  That  the  Baid 
-Lord  Jami^!?  Russell  is  not  duly  elected,  but  that 
Henry  Manaton,  esq.,  is  duly  elected." 

Dec.  I,  1710.  A  petition  of  James  Bulteel, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Henry  Manaton,  esq., 
by  means  of  several  undue  practices. 

Feb.  a,  17U.  Resolved:  "That  Henry  Ma- 
naton, esq.,  is  not  duly  elected,  and  that  James 
Bultee),  esq.,  is  duly  elected;  and  further,  that 
the  petitioner  has  fully  made  good  the  allegation 
of  his  petition."  Resolved  also:  "  That  John 
Edgecomb,  esq.,  having  tampered  with  the  wit- 
nesses of  James  Bulteel,  esq.,  is  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanor;"  and  ordered, 

"  That  the saidJohn  Edgecomb  betaken  intothe 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms."      Also  ordered  : 

'^  That  John  Hervey,  portrevc  of  this  borough, 
being  guilty  of  many  corrupt  and  illegal  practices, 
be  likewise  taken  into  custody  of  the  sei^esnt  at 
arms." 

'March  30,  1715.  A  petition  of  Henry  Manaton, 
esq.,  complaining  of  many  undue  practices  in  the 
election  for  this  borough. 

No  decision. 


None. 


CORFOBATION. 


BIGHT    OF    BLBGIXOM. 

The  right  of  election  is  vested  in  the  freeholders, 
who,  at  the  last  poll  taken,  were  one  hundred  and 
ten  ill  number.    Those  freeholds,  however,  beii^ 
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the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  there  cannot 
be  said  to  be  more  than  one  actuRl  elector. 

Here  is  an  instadce  of  a  lai^e  ahd  populous 
town,  whose  representatives  are  chosen,  not  by 
■A  hundred  and  sixty  self-etected  corporators,  like 
Plymouth,  or  by  twenty-four,  which  is  the  case 
St  Tiverton,  but  by  one  hundred  and  ten  free* 
holders,  who  hold  those  freeholds  under  the  con- 
veyance of  an  individual,  tor  the  purpose  of 
making  an  election  of  two  representatives, 

NuMBEtt  OF  VOTERS — 1  10. 

Returning  officer — the  Portreve  annually, 
chosen  at  the  lord's  court  by  twenty-four  free- 
holders, appointed  by  the  steward  for  thdt  pur- 
pose. 

Patron — Duke  of  Bedford. 

POLITICAI,  CHARACTER. 

This  borough  was  formerly  the  seat  ofOigar, 
£arl  of  Devonshire,  whose  sod,  Qrdulf,  built  an 
abbey  here  anno  961  ;  therevenueaof  which  were 
valued,  26th  of  Henry  VHL,  at  ^6902,  5s.  7d.  per 
annum.  At  the  diisolutioo  of  the  abbeys,  1639, 
the  31st  of  Henry  VHl.,  that  king,  by  letters  pa- 
tent, dated  July  4,  gave  John  Lord  Russell,  after- 
wards created  £arl  of  Bedford,  the  tile  of  this 
monastery,  with  the  borough  ami  town  of  Tavi- 
stock, ahd  burgage  thereof,  with  the  rectory  and 
advowsoti  of  the  vicarage  ;  in  which  family  it  has 
fever  eidce  Continued. 
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PLYMPTON  EARLE. 


Bradyon  Plympton  Earlb  IS  8 botough, market- towp. 
Boroughs,  gpj  parjgbj  in  the  hundred  of  Ptympton,  Devon, 
J  miles  from  Plymouth,  and  317  from  London  ; 
containing  83  houses,  and  604  inhabitants.  It  is 
situate  id  a  valley,  about  a  mile  from  the  river 
Plym,  from  which  it  derives  its  name.  It  was 
formerly  called  Plympton  Thomas,  out  of  respect 
to  Thomas  k  Becket.  The  town  consists  of  two 
irregular  streets.  The  market  is  on  .Saturday; 
there  is  also  a  market  for  all  kinds  of  cattle  the 
second  Wednesday  in  every  oionth.  The  town  is 
well  supplied  with  fish  from  the  neighbouring 
sea-port  towns,  almost  every  day.  Fairs,  9Jth  of 
February,  5th  of  April,  Holy  Thursday,  19th  of 
August,  and  39ih  of  October,  for  cattle,  pedlary, 
&c.  It  is  described  in  Doomsday  Book  under 
the  title  of  Terra  Regis,  as  are  Tavistock,  Ash- 
burton,  and  Tiverton,  alt  of  which  places  were 
then  the  king's  demesne  lands,  but  not  buighs  ; 
Ibid.  t).  46.  and  the  making  this  place  so,  is  attributed  to 
Baldwin  de  Redvers,  Earl  of  Devon,  and  Lord  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  as  is  recited  by  his  charter 
given  by  Iiuptximus,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
Edward  the  Third,  and  confirmed  by  Edward  the 
Third,  Richard  the  Second,  Henry  the  Fifth,  and 
Henry  the  Sixth.  This  charter  is  dated  March 
35,  1241,  in  the  twenty-sixth  of  Henry  the  Third, 
which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Isabella  de 
Fortibus,  his  heir  and  successor  to  this  earldom. 
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P^YMPTON  EASLE.  3)7 

The  system  of  modelling  the  charters,  exercised 
in- the  arbitrary  reigns  of  Charles  the  Second  and 
James  the  Second,  wa$  practised  in  this  borough  ; 
but  the  charter  of  James  the  Second  was,  at  the 
Revolution,  voted  destructive  of  the  consitution 
and  government,  snd  the  freemen  claiming  under 
the  former  charters  were  re-admitted  to  their 
franchise. 

Plympton  sent,  like  Barnstaple,  members  to 
Parliament  as  early  as  the  twenty-third  of  Edward 
the  First. 

Petitions,  &c.  Oct.  97i  1666  :  A  double  re-  Pwfcweir, 
turn  for  this  borough  was  the  occasion  of  the*'''"'*' 
sheriff  and  under-sheriff  of  Devonshire,  and  the 
bailiff  of  the  borough  being  committed  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  sergeant  at  arms.  '  By  one  indenture 
Sir  Edmund  Fortescue  was  returned,  and  by  the 
other  Sir  Nicholas  Slaning,  **  so  as  the  Parlia- 
ment and  Committee  of  Privileges  shall  approve 
of  it."  This  was  called  *'  an  absurd  and  unusual 
ciuu$€." 

^  Resolved  :  *■  That  Sir  Edmund  Fortescue  is 
duly  elected."— To  which  the  House  agreed. 

Resolved,  "  That  John  Kiland,  high  sheriff, 
and  Edward  Hayman,  uuder-sheriffof  the  county 
of  Devon,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Horseman,  mayor  of 
the  borough,  be  each  sent  for  in  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant  at  arms,  or  his  deputy,  for.  their  misde- 
meanors and  abuse  in  making  the  return  for  this 
borough." 

Nov.  99.  Sergeant  Carleton  reported  from  the 
committee,  *'  That  the  petition  on  behalf  of  Sir 
Nicholas  Sluning  was  withdrawn  :  that  they  were 
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of  opinion  to  dismiss  the  cause  as  to  the  pretence 
of  the  said  Sir  Nicholas  Sluning,  nod  that  Sir  Ecl- 
Hiund  Fortescue  is  duly  elected,"' — To  which  the 
House  agreed,  and  ordered  : 

"  That  the  said  sheriff  and  deputy-sheriff  of  the 
county,  and  the  mayor  of  this  borough,  be  dis- 
charged on  paying  their  fees. 

March  19,  IG76.     A  petition  of  Richard  Strode, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  George  Treby,  esq. 
No  determination. 

May  33,  l67S.     A  petition  from  the  same  to 
the  same  effect. 
No  determination. 
cienbefvie.     In   16S4,  the  corporation  had  been  prevailed 
«.«i.,p.    .  ypQjj  jg  surrender  their  charter,  and  a  new  one 
was  granted  by  James  II.,  March  SI,   l634-o, 
under  which  two  members  were  chosen  and  re- 
turned to  parliament;  but  on  a  petition  of  the 
Joura..       mayor,  bailiff,  &c.,  of  the  old  corporation,  the  elec- 
ai9  "s-a     ^''^''  ^"^  return  were  determined  to  be  void,  and 
the  House,  April  14,  1690,  resolved,  *' That  the 
charter  granted  by  the  late  King  James  to  the 
borough  of  PlymptoQ  is  illegal,  and  destructive 
to  the  constitution  of  the  government."     And 
John  A  vent,  the  [N^ended  mayor  and  returning 
officer,  was  sent  for  into  the  custody  c^  the  ser- 
Gienbnrie,  geant  at  arms.    This  cbarterj  was  deemed  ill^U 
''*'*' beeause  it  left  the  members  of  the  corporation  at 
the  mercy  of  the  crown,  and  narrowed  the  right  of 
election  for  members  of  Parliament. 

June  3,  16S5.  A  petitioa  of  Sir  George  Treby, 
touching  Uie  dectioo  for  thit  borough. 
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No  determination. 

Jan.  23,  1683.  A  petition  of  Ricbard  Strode, 
esq.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough,  and 
complaining  of  undue  practices. 

No  determination. 

May  9,  1090.  A  petition  of  the  freeholders 
and  burgesses  of  this  ancient  town  and  bailiwick, 
complaining  that  by  undue  means  a  charter  was 
procur«d  to  make  this  town  become  a  mayor  town, 
and  making  foreigners  freemen  thereof,  which 
having  been  surrendered  to  the  late  King  James, 
another  was  procured,  whereby  a  greater  power  is 
pretended. 

A  petition  of  Richard  Strode  and  Peter  For- 
tescne,  esqrs.,  shewing,  that  the  late  election  for 
this  town  was  made  void,  and  a  new  one  ordered  ; 
whereupon  the  pctititioners  were  duiy  elected; 
but  that  John  Tozer,  the  pretended  mayor, 
(residing  three  miles  from  the  borough,)  had  re- 
turned Sir  Geoi^e  Treby  and  John  Polexfen,  esq- 
Oct.  14.  Two  petitions  the  same  in  substance 
with  the  former. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  97,  1691.  A  petition  of  Mr.  Strode,  in 
substance  the  satne  as  the  former. 

Dec.  5.     Petitiwi  withdrawn. 

Feb.  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  Richard  Hele 
and  George  Parker,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Courtney  Crocker  and  Martin  Ryder,  esqrs.,  by 
means  of  treats  and  bribery. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  94,  1709.     A  petition  of  Richard  Heic, 
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esq,,  against  the  return  of  Richard  Edgecomb  anri 
Thomas  Jervoise,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  illegal  votes 
being  adinttted  by  the  mayor,  end  other  indirect 
and  undue  practices. 

A  petition  of  John  Williams,  esq.,  to  the  same 
effect. 

Nov.  6.  A  petition  of  Richard  Strode,  esq., 
and  others,  to  the  same  effect. 
■  Jan.  98,  1703.  Mr.  Bromley  reported  from  the 
committee,  "  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
gesses for  this  borough  waa  in  the  mayor,  bailiflTs, 
and  freemen,  of  the  said  borough,  and  in  the  sons 
of  freemen  who  have  a  right  to  demand  their  free- 
dom, and  have  been  refused  the  same." 

Resolved  :  '*  That  the  proceedings  of  the  mayor 
and  corporation  of  this  borough,  in  making  fi^e- 
roen  after  the  death  of  his  late  majesty,  to  vote  at 
the  last  election,  was  illegal,  and  contrai^  to  the 
rights  of  the  said  corporation  ;  and  that  those 
freemen  then  pretended  to  be  made  have  not 
thereby  obtained  any  right  to  vote  upon  that  ac- 
count at  any  future  election ;"  and  ordered  the  re- 
turn to  be  amended. 

Resolved  :  "  That  Aicbard  Edgecomb  and 
Richard  Hele,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  ;  and  that 
Thomas  Jo'voise,  esq.,  is  not  duty  elected."— 
lirhich  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Nov.  14,  1705.  A  petition  of  Richard  Strode, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Cope,  and 
Richard  Edgecomb,  esq.,  by  the  connivance  of 
the  mayor. 

No  determination. 


jt,Goo(^lc 


PLYUPTON  EARLE. 
ALDBRMEM,  Or  PREEMSN-MAKERS. 

Earl  of  Mount  Et^ecomb. 

Paul  T.  Treby,  esq. ;  Goodmore.  near  Plympton. 

John  Boger;  attorney  and  agent  to  Lcffd  Mount 
£dgecomb. 

Jonathan  Elford  ;  attorney  and  agent  to  Mr. 
Treby. 

Treby  Hele  Hayes,  esq. ;  Corwood,  near  Plymp- 
ton. 

Thomas  Edwards,  esq. ;  (Mayor ;)  Cornwall. 

Rev.  John  Arscot ;  Cornwall. 

Charles  Rasbleigh,  esq. ;  receiver-general  of  the 
land-tax  for  Cornwall. 

One  vacant. 

FRBBUBN,  or  MEMBER-HAKBRS. 

Sir  Harry  Trelawney,  hart. ;  Cornwall. 

John  Anthony  Noguir,  esq. ;  barrister,  Lon-  - 
don. 

Wm.  Mudge,  esq. ;  colonel  of  artillery,  Lon- 
don. 

Dan.  Tom ;  Aulbrook,  near  Plympton,  old  and 
invalid. 

John  Buheel,  esq.  ;  Fleet,  eight  miles  from 
Plympton. 

Francis  Delacomb,  esq. ;  Navy  Office,  London. 

Archer  Kelley,  esq. ;  barrister,  Cornwall. 

Rev.  Wm.  Stackhouse ;  Modbury,  near  Plymp- 
ton. 

Rev.  Rt.  Hughes  ;  Cornwall,  invalid. 

Ambrose  Sendy  ;  mason,  Plympton. 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  Y 
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William  Lewis,  esq.,  Corawall. 

Wm.  Rashleigh,  esq. ;  Corfiwall. 

Rt.  Hon.  R.  P.  Carew,  M.  P. ;  Cornwall. 

Rd.  Rasdefit  esq. ;  Stamp  Office,  need-  PIyitipt6n . 

Daniel  D^laflekl ;  Excise,  Ptympton. 

Benjamin  Trickey  ;  butcher,  Plympton. 

Thoma*  Bulteel,  esq. ;  ntfar  Ptymplon. 

Herbert  Sawyer,  esq.,  admiral,   Portsmouth. 

T.  H.  Treroayne,  esq.,  M.  P. ;  Cornwall. 

Montague  Edmund  Parker,  esq. ;  near  Exeter. 

John  Hekt,  esq.,  Cornwall. 

John  Lucas,  esq.,  Plympton. 

Rev.  John  Cole,  Oxford. 

— '■  Bent ;  contractor,  steward  to  Lord 

Mount  Edgecomb. 

George  Collins,  esq.,  near  Plymouth. 

Richard  King,  esq. ;  brewer,  near  Plymouth. 

William  Little,  esq. ;  brewer,  Cornwall. 

Joseph  Weeks  j  fanner,  Plympioti, 

John  Tour ;  clerk  iu  the  dock-yard. 

John  Manly,  esq. ;  admiral,  Plymmitb. 

Geoige  Marshall,  esq.;  Plymouth. 

Edwin  Henry  Chamberlayne ;  cttptain^  rt^al 
navy. 

William  Foot ;  attorney,  Dock, 

Richard  Boj^er,  esq. ;  Plymouth,  invalid. 

Jonathan  Walters ;  Plympton. 

William  Eveleigh  ;  shopkeeper,  Plympton. 

John  Burridge  Cholwich,  esq. ;  Exeter. 

Rev.  John  Rosden. 

Francis  H.  Rodd,  esq. 

Zachariah  Mudge,  esq. ;  captain,  royal  navy. 
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Edmund  Boger,  esq. ;  capuua,  royal  navy. 
Paul  Treby  Treby,  esq.,  junior. 
Geoi^e  Palmer,  esq. 
Colemao  Rashleigh,  esq. 

THB  FOLLOWING  ARE  THB  SONS  OF  FBES- 
MEN,  WHO  ARE  PRESUMED  TO  BB  THE  ONLT 
LEGAL    ELECTORS : 

Richard  Ttiomas. 
Thomas  Woolcombe. 
Rev.  Wm.  Manley. 
Edmund  Body,  sen. 
Joltn  Body,  jao. 
Roger  Atwill,  sen. 

— — ,  jun. 

John  Atwill. 

Jobn  Edgecoffib. 

John  Thomas,  sen.  ^ 

Robert  Palmer. 

Wm.  Woolcombe,  sen. 

George  Woolcombe,  esq. 

William  Woolcombe,  M.  D. 

Henry  Woolcombe,  gent. 

Johm  Thomas,  jun. 

Thomas  Thomas. 

George  Palmer,  edq. 

Richard  Thomas. 

Copernicus  Thomas. 

Thomas  Eveleigh. 

William  Delafield. 

Captain  Manly,  R.N. 

Daniel  Oelafield. 
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Richard    Thomas,    Clerit    of  the   Victualliiig 
Office,  London. 
Peter  Richards. 
Edward  Tutton. 
Andrew  Brooking. 
James  Brooking. 
John  Brooking. 
William  Brooking. 
Geoi^  Tutton. 

CORPORATION'. 

This  consists  of  nine  capital  burgesses,  or  alder- 
men, from  among  whom  the  mayor  and  recorder 
are  chosen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

This  is  disputed  between  the  made  Free- 
men, and  those  who  claim  it  by  birth. 

Number  of  voters — about  40,  most  of  whom 
are  oon-reside^it. 

Returnikg  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patkons — Earl  of  Mount  Edgecomb,  and 
Paul  Treby  Treby,  esq. 

political  character. 
The  right  of  voting  in  this  borough  being  in 
Freemen  having  an  hereditary  right  to  the  same, 
agreeably  to  the  decision  in  1703,  it  is  presumed 
that  all  those  who  have  been  made  free  by  the 
mayor  and  eight  aldermen  have  no  right  to  vote. 
About  forty  of  that  description,  chosen  from  all 
parts  of  England,  at  [ircscnt  exercise  tliuprivi- 
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ASHBURTON. 

lege,  to  the  total  exclusion  of  such  sons  of  free- 
men as  are  duly  entitled  to  it,  and  have  a  right  to 
admission. 

The  list  of  this  body  of  electors,  created  by  nine 
men  who  are  all  non-residents,  and  have  no  more 
concern  with  the  borough  of  Plympton  than  they 
have  with  the  city  of  Constantinople,  is  so  curious, 
that  we  give  it  to  the  public  as  we  received  it 
about  four  years  since. 


ASHBURTON. 

AsHBuaTON  is  a  market-town  and  borough  in 
the  hundred  of  Teinbridge,  Devon,  nine  miles 
from  Totness,  and  191  from  London  ;  contains  370 
houses  and  9,080  inhabitants,  being  1,393  males 
and  1,7^7  females,  of  whom  267  were  returned  em- 
ployed in  various  trades ;  it  stands  in  a  valley 
nearly  encompassed  with  hills.  This  Is  one  of  the 
four  Stannary  towns  of  Devon,  (the  other  three 
being  Cbegford,  Plympton,  and  Tavistock,)  and 
has  several  good  tin  and  copper  mines  in  the  ne^b- 
bourhood,  which  are  very  productive:  it  has  also 
a  manufactory  for  seige.  The  market,  held  on 
Tuesday,  is  chieOy  for  wool  and  yarn,  and  that 
ou  Saturday  for  provisions. 

BEPSESENTATIVE  HISTOEY. 

This  borough  returned  buigesses  to  Parliament 
the  36tb  of  Edward'!.,  and  then  intermitted  till 
the  Sth  of  Henry  IV.,  when  it  again  ceased  till 
it  was  restored,  with  Oakhampton  and  Honiton, 
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in  tbe  hst  Parlraucot  of  King  Charles  1.,  auuo 
1640. 

Petitions,  &c.  Nov.  S6,  1640.  Mr.  May- 
nafd  reported 'from  tbe  Committee  of  PriviJ^es, 
'that  i«  tbe  S6th  of  fidwaod  i.  tbia  borough  sent 
burgesses  to  Carl.iameRt;  and  it  further  appeaned, 
as  a  ooncurrent  piwof;  tbat  this  town  did  pay 
the  charge  of  borough  towns,  tenths  and  not 
fifteenths,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  restored. 

Upon  this  report  it  was  resolved:  "  That  this 
borough  should  be  restored  to  its  ancient  rights 
and  privileges  of  sending  bui^;es6es  to  Parliament.'* 

May  31,  167S.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Reynel, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Qawlifl  Mallcttf  and 
Wrtliani  Stawell,  esqrs. 

Ko  report  appears. 

March  £4,  1680.  A  petition  of  Rieherd  Duke, 
«6q.,  touclung  the  election  for  this  bofougb. 

No  feport. 

Feb.  4,  1707.  A  petitioa  of  several  fteebolders 
of  this  borough,  and  another -fiiom  Andiew  Quick, 
esq.,  complaining  of  illegal  practices  in  the  elec- 
tion of  R(^er  Tuckfiejd,  esq.,  for  this  borough. 

Resolved :  "  That  Roger  Tuokfield,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 

Nov.  34,  1708.  A  petition  of  Richard  Reyoel, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Roger  Tuckfield  and 
Robert  Ball,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  divers  illegal  votes 
being  received. 

feb.  es,  1709.  Resolved,  nem.  eon.  "  That 
Roger  Tuckfield  and  Robert  Ball,  .esqre.,  are  duly 
cleet«d  burgesses  for  this  borough." 

Ike.  1,  1710.    A  petitwD  of  Bicfaaid  Reyoel, 
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and  George  C&^r^f^*y,  WK*->  Agft>Q3t  ^^  Detum 
of  Mr.  Lloyd  anfl  Mr.  Tuckfield,  by  meaw  of 
ttire^ts,  treats,  In-ibery)  and  other  undue  practices. 

No  (JeterininatioB. 

A  petition  of  Henry  Spper  and  a  gre^t  nnmbir 
of  the  other  electors  of  this  borough,  against  the 
same  return. 

Mareb  19,  171).  lUsolyed:  "That  Roger 
Tt}<ekfi«id  and  Llichard  l-loyd,  esqrs.  ara  not  duly 
elected;  9Ad  that  Htchard  Reynel  and  Geof^e 
COMfteqsy,  e«qr9.  are  duly  elected;"  which  heii^ 
resd  twice  was  agreed  to  by  the  Hou^e. 

M^rch  4,  1713.  A  petition  of  Andrew  Quick, 
nud  Rii^hitrd  Fownes,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Mr.  Tuckfi«ld  and  Mr.  Reynel. 

No  determination. 

Resolved,  Feb.  S6,  1708:  "  Tljal  the  right  of 
election  is  in  the  FreehoULers,  having  lands  or  te- 
nemenls  holden  of  the  borough  only." 

Resolved,  March  17,  1711:  "  That  the  free- 
holders of  the  lands  and  tenements  called  HaU- 
haiiger,  and  Halwell  lands,  lying  within  the  bo- 
rough, and  subject  to  pay  a  borough-rent,  have  a 
righit  Ut  vote," 

Psfl.  19.  Lawrence  Sullivan,  esq.,  petitioaed* 
Riid  ofta  the  Hww  had  made  s^me  progress  in 
i\ttB  vKtttfv,  the  petition  was  withdrawn. 

CORPORATION. 

>Io»e. 

RIGHT  OP  ELECTION. 

Browne  Willis  observes,  that  in  this  borough  all 
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the  housekeepers  voted  until  the  year  1707i  and 
that  the  number  upon  the  poll  was  196 ;  so  that 
its  personal  property  in  representation  has  not 
been  of  more  than  8^  years  duration.  The  mem- 
hers  are  chosen  in  a  place  that  is  now  used  as  a 
school-house,  and  which  was  formerly  a  chapel 
dedicated  to  St.  Lawrence. 

Ndmbee'of  TOTERs.— This  is  of  very  little 
consequence,  from  the  majority  of  the  firebolds, 
which  give  a  right  of  suflfrage,  being  the  joint  pro- 
perty of  Lord  Clinton  and  Sir  Lawrence  Paike; 
and  as  the  freeholds  are  only  divided  at  their  dis-v 
cretion,  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the 
forms  of  an  election,  the  number  of  voters  is  vir- 
tually only  two,  although  they  have  been  reckoned 
by  Willis  and  others  to  be  300. 

Returning  officer — the  Portreve. 

Pbopribtors — Lord  Clinton  and  Sir  Law- 
rence PaIke,  hart. 


BEREALSTON. 

Berealston,  orBEERALSTON,  js  a  haoilet  to 
the  parish  of  Beerferris,  hundred  of  RoboFOUgb, 
Devon,  three  miles  from  Saltash,  and  i\S  fiora 
London,  standing  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  within  a  mile  of  the  navigable  river  Tamer. 
It  contains  about  40  houses.  Here  is  a  laige 
tree,  under  which  a  court  is  annually-  held  for 
choosing  the  portreve,  borough  officers,  and  mem- 
bers of  ParliahieDt. 
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HEPBBSENTATIVE    HISTORY. 

This  is  a  very  small  borough.    It  never  returned  Cirtw.  p. 
members  to  Parliament  till  the  97th -of  Queen  *^' 
Elizabeth,  when  it  was  summoned  so  to  do. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  38,  l(>40.  Upon  the 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges^  that 
Mr.  Stroud,  Mr.  Harding,  and  Sir  Amias  Mere- 
dith, were  all  returned  for  this  borough,  it  was 
ordered, 

"  That  Mr.  Stroud  should  sit  in  the  House; 
and  declared,  that  no  conditional  election  ought 
to  be  allowed." 

Dec.  8,  1641.  Resolved:  "That  Sir  Hugh 
Pollard  shall  be  accused  of  misprision  of  treason." 

Resolved:  "That  Sir  Hugh  Pollard  shall  con- 
tinue  no  longer  a  member  of  this  House." 

April  37.  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported  from 
the  committee,  "  That  Geoi^e  Howard  and  John 
Maynard,  esqrs.  are  duly  elected  and  returned  by 
the  mayor,' and  ought  to  sit  instead  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake  and  another  John  Maynard,  who  are  re- 
turned by  the  freemen."  Agreed  by  the  House 
that  the  two  hrst  members  should  sit. 

May  16,  1661.  A  report  to  the  same  effect, 
which  was  similarly  decided. 

A  petition  of  Elize  Crymes  against  the  election 
of  Mr.  Howard. 

Petition  dismissed ;  Mr.  Howard's'  election 
being  unquestionable. 

Oct.  22,  1666.  Ordered :  "  That  Andrew  Barry, 
esg.,  uoder-sheriff  for  the  county  of  Devon,  be 
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takeninto  the  custody  ofthesei^ant  at  arms  or  his 
tldputy,  for  liis  abuse  in  refusing  to  make  a  return 
of  tlie  uTit  isvued  for  electing  a  new  CDember." 

May  U,  1721.  A  petition  of  aeveial  of  tbje  firee 
burgesses  of  t^is  borougl),  touching  the  right  Qf 
election,  and  against  the  return  of  Philip  Caven- 
dieJt,  esq. 

Q.eso]vQd,  nem-  con.  "  Th«t  tbe  right  of  elec- 
tion forthi^  boro.i;igh  is  in  tb«  ffeebold  tenants, 
holding  by  burgage  tenure,  and  paying  threepence 
per  annuoi,  or  more  ancient  burgage  rent,  to  the 
lord  of  the  said  borough,  aod  in  them  only*" 

"  That  Philip  Cavendish,  esq.  is  not  difly 
elected." 

*'  Ti^at  St.  John  ^roderick.  ecq.  is  duly 
elected  9s  a  burge^  u>  serve  for  this  borough." 

March  36,  1799-  The  bou9e  being  acquainted 
th^t  an  indenture  of  neturn,  signed  by  tlie  freehold 
tenants  of  the  said  borough,  \)&d  been  tepder.ed  to 
the  portreve  of  the  said  borough  at  the  time  of  the 
election,  but  that  he  refused  to  accept  the  sain£  ; 
and  that  one  of  the  persons  who  had  signed  Mid 
tendered  the  *aid  indenture  to  the  portrevc  was 
at  the  door ; 

The  said  person  was  calked  io  and  examined, 
and  delivered  the  said  indenture  in,  to  the  ekrk 
of  the  House ;  and  the  same  was  read  at  the  ^le. 

A  nd  the  clerk  of  the  crown  attendiog  the  House 
in  liis  place,  accocding  to  order^  with  the  return 
for  the  said  borough  ; 

Ordered :  *'  That  the  clerk  of  the  croura  do 
take  off  from  the  writ  the  in^mtjurc  by  which 
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Philhp  Cavendish,  esq.,  U  returaed  to  serve  for  tbe 
said  'bopougb." 

Ordered,  "  That  tUe  portrev«  of  tbe  said 
borough  of  Ber«akton  do  cxecutB  tike  iodenlofle 
of  TetHrn.  «igncd  by  the  fneehold  tenajits  of  the 
said  borough,  which  was  Seodered  to  him  at  tbe 
time  of  the  «lectioii ;  and  that,  when  tbe  Mid  in- 
denture is  so  execujted,  die  clerk  of  the  crown  do 
receive  the  same,  uid  vnnex  it  to  the  writ  direct- 
ing ehe  said  election. 

CORPOBATION. 


Bir.HT  OF  EI.£C-IION 

Is  in  those  who  have  land  in  the  borough,  nnd 
pay  three-pence  acknowledgnaent  to  the  lord.  Thi; 
whole  number  of  bouses,  or  rather  cotteges,  for 
they  are  all  of  the  meanest  and  mo»t  miserable  de- 
scription, does  not  exceed  forty. 

Number  op  voters. — This  depends  entirely 
upon  the  will  of  the  -lord,  who,  by  granting  bur- 
gage-tenures,  which  are  usually  resigned,  in  this, 
and  all  Other  similar  boroughs,  to  their  legal 
owners,  immediately  after  the  election  is  con- 
cluded. Tiie  number  therefore  of  voters  may  be 
said  to  be  eficientiy  but  one,  although  tlte  bur- 
i;age  tenures  have  sometimes  amounted  to  lOO. 

HAVVRKltiG  OFFICSH — the  PortneTCv 

pB0PRiB7OR->-£arl  of  Beveiiey. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTES. 

This  being  a  burgage- tenure  borough,  and  the 
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properly  of  the  Earl  of  Beverley,  to  whom  it  was 
bequeathed  by  the  will  of  his  father,  the  late  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  its  representatioD  depeads 
upon  the  nomination  of  that  noblenian. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers returned  for  this  borough  at  the  general  elec- 
tion in  1784,  in  the  time  of  the  late  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland ;  and  his  lordship  vacating  his  seat  in 
December,  1786,  by  being  appointed  a  lord  of  the 
treasury,  the  Earl  of  Beverley,  who  had  then  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  this  estate,  had  taken  offence 
at  some  conduct  in  the  administration,  and  there- 
fore refused  the  treasury-agent  his  re-election. 

At  the  election  for  this  borough,  A.  D.  1731, 
£|iot,  a  commissioner  of  excise,  had  taken  upon 
himself  to  be  the  returning  officer,  contrary  to  law, 
which  forbids  any  fierson  belonging  to  the  excise 
to  meddle  with  elections.  A  motion  made  to  ad- 
dress the  king,  was  by  this  virtuous  Parliament 
set  aside,  by  moving  the  previous  question. 


TIVERTON. 

TivEETON,  a  borough,  market-town  and  parish 
in  Itie  hundred  of  the  same  name,  Devon,  situated 
on  the  river  Ex,  near  its  junction  with  the  Leman, 
4  i  miles  from  Collumpton  and  163  from  Londoa; 
containing  1,331  houses  and6,50^  inhabitants,  vis. 
3,001  males  and  3,50+  females,  of  whom  l,6l7wcre 
returned  employed  in  various  trades,  and  manufac- 
tures, particularly  serges,  kerseys,  dru^ets,  and 
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drapers,  for  which  it  has  long  been  noted.  It  hag 
a  atorie-bridge,  over  both  the  river  ^x  and  the  Le- 
man  ;  before  the  erection  of  these  bridges,  it  was 
called  Twyford,  both  these  rivers  being  fordable 
here.  The  markets  are  on  Tuesday  and  Satur- 
day, but  the  latter  is  very  small.  Its  fairs  are 
Tuesday  fortnight  after  Whit-Sunday,  and  lOlh 
October. 

BEPRESEKTATlVE  HISTORY, 

This  borough  never  sent  members  to  Parliament 
until  the  year  1613,  when  it  was  so  Imprivil^ed 
by  charter  of  James  L,  who  incorporated  it  by  the 
name  of  mayor,  twelve  principal  burgesses,  and 
twelve  assistants,  who  compose  the  whole  con- 
stituent body  of  this  branch  of  the  democracy  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  above  monarch  for 
enfranchising  this  borough,  in  the  preamble  to  the: 
charter,  is  somewhat  curious,  and  what,'  in  oup 
opinion,  would  have  justified  at  least  a  suspen- 
sion, if  not  a  removal  of  that  privilege,  suptiosiiig 
the  borough  to  have  possessed  it  before.  I'his 
preamble  begins  by  reciting  that  Tiverton  was  an 
ancient  town ;  and  that  it  had  lately  been  burnt 
</ouyi,  thirty-five  thousand  pounds  worth  of  pro- 
perty having  been  destroyed.  The  king,  perhaps 
thinking  it  would  never  be  built  up  again,  deemed 
it  a  proper  place  to  balance  the  influence  of  Dun- 
wich,  which  had  been  swallowed  by  the  aea,  arid 
Old  Sarum,  which  had  been  totally  destroyed. 

Petitions,  &c.     Nov.   iJO,    ItjtJO.      Ordered 
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tb«'c4matiUee  cf  pfivikgea  to  ekdmine  ioto  the 
miscarfiage  of  a  warrant  for  a  rtew  writfuF  etectu^ 
a  bvifess  lot  this  boroogh. 

Oct.  13,  1675,  A  petition  of  Sir  Hugh  Ack- 
laod. 

No  detwmi  nation. 

Ded.  1.  1710.  On  a  report  that  TbouM  Bore, 
Richard  Mervin,  anti  John  Worth,  esqrs.,  had  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  it  was 

Resolved,  "  That  the  late  election  of  buigesses 
to  aerre  in  this  ParKamei»t  for  tbia  borou^  is  a 
reid  etection." 

CORPORATION. 

^bfd  (insists  of  a  majcir,  twelve  bui^edaea, 
twc^e  inferior  aseiatants,  a  recorder,  and  a  clerk  of 
the  peace.  The  charter  of  James  f.  empowered 
the  mayor  to  be  gaol-keeper,  and  ordered  that  the 
^ol-del)verjr  should  be  before  him  add  the  re- 
•order. 

After  this,  Tiverton  became  a  lai^  populous 
place,  and  carried  od  »  considerable  trade.  &ttt, 
on  the  £th  of  June,  1731,  another  terrible  fire  lia^ 
pened  here,  which  destroyed  900  6f  the  beat  houses 
in  tbe  place,  and  most  of  the  manufactures*  The 
loss  was  estimated  at  «eiJO,000:  od  whicb  the 
Farliament  passed  an  act,  the  foUowiog  year«  for 
rebuilding  the  town,  in  which  it  was  enjoined  that* 
tbe  fietr-built  houses  should  be  covered  with  tiles 
or  lead  instead  of  thatch ;  that  no  trade,  likelj  to 
occasion  firea,  should  be  exercised  ia  the  public 
Streets,  not  any  stacks  of  corn  or  straw  erected 
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there :  that  (ir$-eDgrn«9  shou]d  be  proriiled,  and 
the  streets  and  patsages  widened. 

In  1733,  the  mayor  of  the  borough  of  Tiverton 
having  absented  himseff  on  the  charter- day  for 
electing  his  suocessor,  no  new  mayor  could  be 
chosen.  The  year  following,  the  crown  was  ap- 
plied to  for  a  new  charteF;  and  the  btnineas  vtas 
referred  to  Sir  FhiHp  Yorke  and  Sir  Clement 
Weai^,  then  attorney  and  solicitor-'generiil  for  their 
opinion.  In  their  report  they  stated  the  case  of 
Banbury;*  aftd,  after  observing  tbac  the  decision 
there  had  not  been  contradicted  by  ftay  siibsequdnl 
oplnJoB  of  the  court  where  it  was  made,  nor  of 
amy  Buperior  court,  they  say,  "  That  they  apipw- 
*'  h^nd  it  comes  up  to  the  case  before  them^andis- 
"  a  clear  auihority  in  law,  that  the  corporation  of 
"  Tiverton  is  atan  end."  They  therefore  advised 
the  king  togrant  a  new  charter. 

To  prevent  the  inconvenience  attending  the' 
power  which  the  presiding  officer  of  cori>oratiens 
had  of  dissolving  them,  by  being  absent  on  the 
day  appointed  by  their  constitution  for  the  elec- 
tion of  magistrates,  it  was  afterwards  enacted  by 
the  Stat.  1 1  Geo.  I.  c.  4.  "  That,  for  the  future, 
"  the  corporation,  in  such  cases,  shall  not  be 
"  deemed  or  tak«n  to  be  dissolved."  It  was  like- 
wise provided,  that  the  persons  entitled  to  choose 
the  niagistrates  shall  proceed  to  make  the  election 
on  the  day  immediately  following  the  charter  day, 
wittiotit  the  mayor  or  other  presiding  othcer  ;  ainl 

•  See  our  accuunt  of  Umibury. 
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tliat  Lfae  person  next  in  office  shall  hold  the  court, 
and  be  the  presiding  officer  for  that  purpose. 

RIGHT   OP   ELECTION. 

The  choice  of  representatives  is  vested  in  the 
Corporation  only. 

Number  of  voters — S4. 
Ketdrking  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patron — Earl  of  Harrowby. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

If  the  right  of  election  in  Tiverton  was  in  the 
Householders,  the  number  of  voters  would  be 
twelve  hundred  :  at  present  that  right  is  possoaed 
only  by  twenty-four  individuals,  and  this  select 
body  are  alt  under  the  influence  of  the  Earl  of 
Harrowby  whonominates  both  members. 

The  late  Sir  John  Duntz  had  the  joint  cod- 
trol  of  the  corporation  with  his  lordship,  but 
since  his  decease,  the  noble  Earl  has  taken  tfaem 
under  his  sole  patronage. 


DARTMOUTH,  alias  CLIFTON  DART- 
MOUTH HARDNESS. 

Dartmouth  is  a  borough,  market,  and  sea- 
port [own  in  the  hundred  of  Coleridge,  Devon,  SO 
mileafrom  Exeter,  and  203}  from  London  ;  con- 
taining 460  houses  and  3,412  inhabitants,  of  whom 
503  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade. 
The  town  is  about  a  mile  long,  with  very  irregular 
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Streets  ooe  above  the  other,  on' the  side  of  a  craggy 
hill.  The  principal  street  is  frontiog  the  quay, 
and  is  chiefly  occupied  by  merchants.  The  har- 
bour is  v«ry  capacious  and  safe,  guarded  by  a  castle 
and  strong  battery.  A  great  number  of  vfsseisare 
employed  here  in  the  pilchard  fishery  ;  besides 
which  it  has  a  considerable  export  trade,  and  im- 
ports wine,  oil,  fruit,  salt,  &c.  As  the  chief  em- 
ployment of  the  inhabitants  is  in  comiti'-rce  and 
shipping,  no  man'uiacture  of  importance  is  to  be 
looked  for  at  tbis  place,  though  it  is  a  considerable 
nursery  for  the  British  navy;  the  fishery  alone 
employing  near  3000  men,  a  certain  number  of 
whom  the  proprietors  are  obliged  by  law  to  select  ' 
from  landsmen.  The  Besb  market  is  held  on  Fri- 
day, and  the  fish  market  is  plentifully  supplied 
every  day  except  Sunday.  To  the  north  of  this 
town  lies  the  port  of  Tobbat,  the  principal  ren- 
dezvous of  bis  Majesty's  shipping.   . 

BEPRB8ENTAIITE  HISTORY. 

These  are  three  towns  which  compose  one  bo- 
rough, or  three  divisions  of  one  borough,  lying  on 
the  sea>-coast  in  tbe  south  part  of  Devon.  It  re- 
turned buigesses  to.  Parliament  in  the  S6th  of  Ed- 
ward the  First,  and  ceased  till  the  Sith  of  Edward 
the  Third,  who  incorporated  it,  and  it  has  since 
constantly  returned  members. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  18, -I672.  A  petition 
of  Nathaniel  Heme*  esq.,  against  the  election  of 
one  Josiah  Cfaildi  esq. 

No  decision.  .     . 

FAST  II.  VOL.  I.  z 
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May  30,  168^.    A  petition  of  Chailes  Boon, 
esq.,  touchiog  the  election  fw  this  borough. 
No  determination. 

Oct.  35,  1689.  A  petition  of  Joseph  Uerne, 
eiq.,  against  the  return  of  George  Booth,  eiq.,  hy 
means  of  the  mayor  of  this  town  taking  upon  hina- 
self  illegally  to  make  new  iieeaien  after  the  date  of 
the  writ. 

Nor.  S8.  Resolved :  "  That  the  said  freemen 
were  not  duly  a«d  legally  made." 

^  That  George  Booth,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected, 
and  that  Joseph  Heme,  esq.,  is  duly  elected," 
which  being  read  twitt,  was  agreed  to  by  tke 
House :  and  Ovdesed, 

^'ThatMr.Whitrow,  late  mayor  of  this  borough 
be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  anas 
of  this  House  fcff  his  misdemeanors,  touching  the 
election  for  this  borough." 

The  right  of  election,  it  is  said  in  the  report,  ap- 
pears to  be  in  the  Freemen. 

Dec.  4.  A  petition  of  John  Whitrow,  late 
mayor  of  this  bjsrougb,  ezpnessiog  fais  sense  ctf  the 
displeasure  he  has  incurred  from  the  House,  and 
his  sorrow  for  the  sam^,  by  illegally  making  ftee- 
niea  after  the  date  of  the  writ. 

Ordered :  "  That  he  be  dUaharged,  on  payii^ 
his  own  fees,  and  bei^  aeretely  reproYed  by  the 
Speaker." 

Mar^  S4,  1690.  A  petition  of  George  Booth, 
and  Arthur  Baity,  esqrs.,  against  the  r^uro  of 
Sir  Joseph  Heme,  and  Fredfncit  Heme*  m^. 

No  determination. 
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Dec.  IS,  1699.    A  petition  of  John  Whitrow, 
esq.,  juDr,  against  the  same  return. 
-    No  determination. 

Nov.  S8,  1699.  The  same  petition  was  renewed 
against  Frederick  Heme,  esq.  only. 

Petition  refused;  the  former  one  being  agaitist  ^ 
both  members. 

Jan.  9,  1700.  A  petition  of  John  Davy,  esq., 
high-sheriff  of  the  county  of  Devon,  complaJDing 
that  pursuant  to  his  instructions,  he  delivered  his 
precept  to  the  mayor,  who  proclaimed  the  day  of 
election,  but  died  before  the  day  appointed,  and 
that  the  burgesses  and  freemen  did,  notwithstand- 
ing proceed  to  the  election,  and  mads  a  double 
return  of  Nathaniel  Heme,  esq.,  by  one  indenture, 
and  of  Rowland  Holt,  esq.  by  another,  and  pray- 
ed the  direction  of  the  House,  whether  he  ought 
to  return  both,  or  which  of  the  said  indentures. 

Ordered  :  "  That  the  sheriff  be  directed,  accord- 
ing to  his  duty,  to  make  return  of  his  writ." 

— —  18tb.  A  petition  of  Nathaniel  Heme, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Rowland  Holt,  esq. 

A  petition  of  all  the  magistrates,  (except  one] 
fill  the  common  council,  and  the  greater  number  of 
free  bui^iessea  of  this  borough,  against  the  arbi- 
trary conduct  of  the  nuqror  of  this  borough,  by  ille- 
gally pretending  to  swear  is  fre^nen,  and  various 
other  acts  of  corruption. 
No  determination  on  these  petitions. 
——  94,     A  petition  of  Rowland  Holt,  esq., 
tigmat  the  return  of  Nathaniel  Heme,  esq. 
No  determination. 
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Feb.  13.  A  petition  of  all  tbe  iDagistrates, 
(except  one)  and  aU  tbe  commoa  council  of  tfatv 
borough,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  the  major 
part  of  the  free  bui^esses  of  tbe  said  borough, 
complaining  of  many  undue  practices  in  the  eleC' 
tion  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

,    Feb.  13,  '.     A  petitionof  Thomas  Vernon, 

and  William  Ball,  esqrs.,  against  an  undue  return 
for  this  borough,  by  two  peraons,  (Mr.  Floud,  and 
Mr.  Bully)  preteodiog  to  tbe  office  of  mayor  at  one 
and  the  same  time.  - 

Resolved  :  "  That  Nathaniel  Heme,  and  Fre- 
derick Heme,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected,"  which  bo- 
ing  read  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the'House. 

March  30,  1715;  A  petition  of  Nathaniel 
Herne,  esq.,  against  tbe  return  of  John  Fowoes^ 
esq. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari:  IS.  John  Henry  Soutbcote,  esq.,  peti- 
tioned :  renewed  tbe  Snd  sessien ;  but  he  wKfa- 
drew  his  petition  Aprilse,  1785. 

Pari.  17.  John  Seale,  esq.,  petitioned :  re- 
newed the  Snd  and  3rd  sessions;  he  stated  that 
the  right  of  election  was  in  the  inhabitants  of  the 
•aid  borough,  of  which  the  district  of  South-town 
formed  a  part.  SOtb  of  Feb.^  1793.  The  cbairraan 
reported  to  the  House,  that  "  The  right  of  elec- 
**  tion  for  the  said  borough  of  Dartmouth,  aUtu 
*<  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness,  is  in  the  Freemen 
*'  of  the  said  borough,"  that  the  sitting  members 
were  duly  elected,  and  that  tbe  petition  of  John 
Seale,  esq.,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  Edmund  Bastard, 
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esq.,  is  frirolous  and  vexatious ;  but  so  far  as  it 
applies  to  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Villiers,  it  is 
not  frirolous  or  Texatious. 

CORPOmATION.  - 

This  cMisists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  two  baiiifffl, 
twelve  magistrates,  and  twelve  common  councTl- 
meo. 

BIGHT   OF   ELECTION. 

Nov.  S8, 1689.  In  the  Corporation  and  Free- 
men made  by  them. 

NiTMBER  OP    VOTERS — 40. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patrons — the  Treasury  and  Admiralty. 

political  character. 

This  place,  like  Plymouth  and  Tiverton  in  this 
county,  furnishes  another  instance  of  a  populous 
town  having  its  elective  rights  assumed  and  exclu- 
sively exercised  by  a  corporation  composed  of  the 
select  body,  and  a  few  freemen  of  their  own 
making. 

This  select  number  are  again  circumscribed  by 
the  operation  of  Mr.  Crew's  bill.  The  governor, 
the  collector,  comptroller,  and  all  the  officers  of 
the  custom-house  of  Dartmouth,  are  taken  from 
this  immaculate  body ;  and  the  remainder  are 
mostly  under  the  employment  of  government,  as 
gunners,  and  other  officers.  -    ' 

Dartmouth  is  termed  a  government  borough. 
The  treasury  and  admiralty  having  the  nomipation 
of  the  members,  and  the  &rce  of  electing  might  as 
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well  be  peifonned  by  the  clerks  in  tbdse  offices,  u 
at  sach  a  distance  from  London. 

The  representation  of  this  borougb,  and  tbc  go* 
vemment  of  the  castle,  have  been  so  long  in  the 
fiimily  of  Arthur  Howe  Holdsworth,  esq.,  as  to 
appear  to  hare  become  hereditary. 


DORSETSHIRE. 

DoRSBTSHisB  IS  a  county  of  England,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Wiltshire  and  Somersetsbire,  on 
the  south  by  the  English  Channel,  on  the  west 
by  Devonshire,  and  on  the  east  by  Hampshire ; 
being  about  50  miles  long  and  37  broad,  and  con- 
taining nearly  775,000  acres  of  land,  of  which 
quantity  SJO.OOO  acres  are  arable,  and  430,000 
acres  pasturage.  The  county  is  divided  into  6Te 
grand  divisions,  viz.  Hlandford,  Bridport,  Dor- 
chester, Shaaton,  and  Sherborn:  and  these  are 
w;ain  subdivided  into  numerous  liberties  and 
hundreds,  some  of  them  containing  not  more  than 
two  or  three  smalt  villages ;  the  whole  consisting 
of  nine  boroughs,  viz.  Dorchester,  Pool,  Lyme, 
Bridport,  Corfe  Castle.  Shaftesbury,  Wareham, 
Weymouth,  and  Melcomb  R^is;  and  19  market- 
towns,  viz.  Abbotsburyi  Beaminster,  Bere  Re^, 
Blandford,  Berne  Abbss,  Evershot,  Frampton* 
Milton,  Sherborn,  Stal  bridge,  Sttn-mioster  Newton, 
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SlurmiiHter  Mirahill,  and  WimfcemMioster;  the 
whtile  coftifn^isnig  94i  p«mhe8>  tml  31^437  houses, 
iahabrtsd  by  lld,9t9  personB, consisting  of  53)667 
males  and  61,6^9  females,  of  whom  23,359  were, 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manu- 
facture, and  28,304  in  agriculture.  Its  principal 
nvcrs  are  the  Stour  and  Frome.  From  its  mild 
cHnate  aUd  beautiful  situationy  this  county  ba» 
been  termed  the  garden  of  Eegjaod.  The  northern . 
parts  are  generally  level,  formerly  covered  with 
wood^  but  now  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  A 
ridge  ttf  loAy  chalk-hills  crosses  the  middle  of  the 
county,  upoD  which,  and  on  the  downs  towards 
the  sea,  iaonmerable  flocks  of  sheep  are  fed ;  the 
whole  number  kept  in  the  county  being  estimated 
at  900;00O,  and  the  annual  export  at  1^0,000. 
From  the  borders  of  Hampshire  to  the  centre  of 
the  (»>uiitj,  runs  a  heathy  common;  but  its  want 
of  fertility  is  amply  compensated  by  the  rich- 
valet  on  the  south-western  side.  The  products 
are  corn,  cattle,  buttei*, .  sheqi,  wool,  timber,  flax, 
and  bemp.  The  isle  of  Furbeck  is  famous  for  its 
stone  quarries,  some  of  the  stone  taking  a  polish 
nearly  equal  to  marble,  is  used  for  chimney-pieces, 
hearths,  &c.,-  and  tbe  coarser  kinds  for  paving. 
The  isle  of  Portlamt  produces  most  valuable  free- 
stone, which  has  been  used  in-buitding  Whitehall, 
St.  Paul's,  Westminster  and  Blackfriars'  bridges. 
In  this  county  are  several  mamifoctures  of  baize 
and  coarse  blanketing;  but,  on  the  whole,  the 
clothii^  trade  has  much  diminished  of  late.  The 
•mount  of  assessment  under  the  property  tax  iu 
1806wa8^1,0jl,65l.     The  amouDt  of  the  poor's 


jt,Googlc 


COUNTIES.  CITIES,  AND_  BOROUGHS. 

rates,  ISOS,  w£78,3J7,  being  at  the  rate  of  U.  ^id. 
in  the  pound.  Dorsetshire  gives  tbo  title  of  duke 
to  the  Sackville  family.     It  ties  in  the  diocese  of 

Bristol. 

KHPKBSKKTATIve  HISTORY. 

This  county  was  joined  under  the  same  sheriff. 
Somerset,  and  has  sent  members  to  .Parliameot 
from  the  time  of  the  first  returns,  in  the  reiga  of 
King  Edward  1. 

Petitions,  &c.  May  21,  1677-  A  petition 
of  Thomas  Browne,  esq.,  compleiniog  of  a  double 
return,  made  by  the  high-sheriff  for  this  county.    . 

Resolved  :  '*  That  such  election,  and  the  return 
thereon,  are  void:  because  the  high-sherifiT.  did 
not  execute  nor  obey  his  writ;  and  because,  he 
left  divers  freeholders  unpolled ;  and  that  he  re- 
turned two  persons  when  he  should  h^ve  returned 
but  one;  and  signified  his  return  to  be  the  i^free- 
ment  of  the  parties,  rather  than  his  own  judgmentf 
according  to  right  and  law," 

POLITICAL   CHARACTEB. 

'  The  nobility  of  this  county  are  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  Earl  of  Ilcbester,  EarL  Digby,  and 
Lord  Rivers  ;  but  they  do  not  possess  any  con- 
troling  influence;  the  gentlemen  of  the  county' 
being  numerous  and  opulent;  the  principal  of 
whom  are,  Mr.  Portman,  of  Bryanston,  Mr.  Mor- 
ton. Pitt,  of  Kingston  House,  Mr.  Bankes,  of  King- 
ston Hall,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Frampton,  Mr.  Sturt, 
of  Crichell  and  Brownsea  Castle,  Mr.  Earle  Drax 
Grosvenor,  of  Charborough,  Mr.  Chaien,  Mr, 
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Grove,  Mr.  Hohier,  Mr.  Weld  of  Lul*orth  Cas- 
tle>  Mr.'Triaofaard,  &c.,  &c.  Tbe  represeDtation 
Qf  this  county  it  considered  independent. 

DORCHESTER. 

DoftCHESTBR  is  a  borough,  market,  and  county 
town,  in  the  hundred  of  UggescomW,  and  division 
of  Dorchester,  Dorset,  Id  miles  from  Blaodford, 
and  190  from  London.  It  stands  on  an  elevatibu 
on  the  river  Frome,  and  comprises  three  parishes ; 
containii^  344  houses  and  3,409  inhabitants,  being 
1 ,078  males,  and  1 ,3S4  fenrales,  of  whom  799  were 
returned  as  being-employed  in  trade  and  manii&c- 
tore,  principally  of  serge  and  broad-clothi  of  which 
the  latter  was  formerly  much .  more  considerable 
than  at  preseot.  The  town  is  built  in  the  direc- 
tion of  tbe  four  cardinal  points,  and  tbe  building^ 
are-  good,  in  the  neighbourhood  are  extensire 
meadows,  and  a  down,  on-  which  vast  Bocks  of 
sheep  are  fed,  and  the  ewes  in  general  are  veiy 
prolific,  a  ciicuinatance  imputed  to  tbe  aromatic 
herbs  with  which  the  pasturage  is  interspersed. 
This  place  is  noted  for  the  excellence  of  its  ale, 
which  is  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  It  has 
a  good '  iirarket  on  Wednesdays  and  -Saturdays ;' 
and  its  fairs  are  on  the  13th  February,  on  Trinity 
Monday,  on  the  5th  July,  and  August  30. 

BEPK^SENTATIVE  UlSTOBY. 

This  is  the  shire  town  of  the  county  of  Dorset,  miii, 
it  has  sent  members  to  Parliament  ever  since  the  '•"■'■**'• 
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93rd  of  Edward  I.  Dr.  WUtia  writes,  it  has  beco 
famous  for  aoiding  to  Partiament  its  towasmeD, 
or  neighbourmg  gentleoaeii,  oativei  of  tfam  county, 
aDd  as  a  specimea  of  its  virtue,  in  the  year  1604, 
we  give  a  copy  of  a  certificate  upon  an  election, 
which  deserves  a  place  in  this  cotlectioD. 

"  To  the  HonourahU  auembiie  of  the  high 
"  eort  of  Parliament,  the  burgetsea  of  the 
"  boroughe  of  DorehetleTf  in  ike  cotmtie  of 
"  Dorstt  undeth  greeting*, 
"  Wee,  the  taid  hurge$$e»t  do  her^g  ^gfify 
*'  wnto  yon,  that  (upon  etrietneae  of  the  late  pro- 
**  clamationr  at  wee  taoke  it,  for  the  electinge  of 
*'  retioHt  bwrgetatt)  we  made  choice  o^  Matthew 
**  ChaAbe,  and  John  Spieer  of  onr  »aide  town,  to 
**  be  burgeeees  of  thi$  parliament.  Albvity  wee  ae- 
"  knowledge,  that  the  taid  Matthew  Chmhbe,  he- 
"  fore,  and  at  the  aaide  election,  did,  both  by  fym 
*'  te^Ctond others,  intreat  utthathg  might  be  tparod 
"  iherein,  afferiHge  #»  tome  other  to  be  choeen  Jha 
"  powtdt  Umardt  hit  dkarget  to  terve  fA«MM«  and 
"  alleagiage  unto  ui  then  the  dieabiUtiet  of  hta 
*'  bodye  to  tndare  that  teroice,  and  for  that  H  «y« 
"  pettred  in  Meter  terme  latte,  when  the  taid  Mat- 
**  thew  Chubhe,  wot  to  do  hit  terviee  in  ike  taida 
"  parliamemt,  that  hee  tould  not  perform*  it,  nor 
*'  endme  the  tame  (hy  ditabilitie  of  hadye)  and, 
'*  doahtimge  of  ditahlenete  heereaftert  to  aUenda 
"  the  tame  terviee^  do*he  with  «a  the  eaide  tmr- 
**  gettet,  become  herebye  hunUtle  petitionert  nmto 
*'  you,  that  hee  mefy  not  teeme  eanUmptaoat,  by 
"  Am  <U>teno«t  and  that  it  wiii  pleaa*  jpeii  to  die- 
"  iRMW  the  taide  ChtMe,-  dmot  to  gratmt  a  write 
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"jitr  the  tleetion  of  an-other,  wherein  wet  can 
"  assure  you  heerebye,  that  we  wilt  relome  an-otker 
*'  sufficient  persime,  to  attende  the  saide  service. 
"  For  the  better  testymonie  keereof,  wee  have  heere- 
**  unto  sete  the  cotnon  seale  of  the  saide  boroughe 
"  the  XXJIIIlh  dai  of  June  1604." 

But  we  do  not  find  anj  memoir  of  proceeding 
thereon. 

pETiTioifS,  &c.  Dec.  21,  16S9.  A  pethion 
of  Nathaniel  Bond,  esq.,  againat  the  return  of 
Thomas  Chafferij  esq. 

No  report  was  ever  made,  the  Farliainent  being 
soon  after  dissolved. 

March  94,  1690.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Trench- 
ard,  esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of  Sir  Robert 
Mappier. 

No  determination. 

April  9.  A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
borough,  tOQching  the  right  of  election  ftw  this 
borough. 

No  report  appears. 

Oct.  6.  TbontMS  Trenchard,  esq.,  presented  his 
petition  again. 

Resolved :  '*  That  Thomas  Trenchard,  esq.,  is 
dulj  elected,  and  that  Sir  Robert  Nappier  is  not 
doly  elected."  ' 

Af  aj*  9,  1790.  A  petition  6(  Abra^m  Janssen 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Robert  Brown,  esq. 

Retolv«d  :  **  That  Robert  Brown,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  rfecterf." 

*■■  That  Abraham  Janssen,  esq.,  is  duly  elected 
for  this  borough.'* 

Oct.  19, 17«9.    A  petition  of  William  Chappie, 
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against  the  return  of  Edpaund  Mortoo  Pleydell, 
esq.,  by  meaDS  of  using  ill^l  practices. 

A  petition  of  -Geoige  White,  esq.,  against  the 
'.  return  of  Joseph  Damer,  esq. 

Mr.  White  afterwards  withdrew  his  petition. 

Feb.  13.  17«3.  Resolved:  "That  William 
Chappie,  esq.,  is  duly  elected." 

Resolved,  mm.  con.  Feb.  3,  1738 :  "  That  John 
Burridge,  jun.  esq.,  being  mayor  at  the  time  of 
the  election,  and  the  proper  officer*  to  whom  the 
precept  was  directed,  was  not  capable  of  beii^ 
elected  and  returned  to  serve  in  Pariiament  for 
the  same  borough,  and  that  Mr.  Henley  was  duly 
elected." 

Pari.  14.  Anthony  Chapman,  esq.,  petitioned, 
but  the  committee  found  the  sitting  members  duly 
elected,  Feb.  23,  1775. 

Pari.  17.  The  Hon.  Cropley  Ashley  petitioned. 
On  the,14th  of  April,  1791,  the  chairman  repeated: 
*'  That,  pursuant  to  the  fast  determination  of  tbe 
House,  the  right  of  election  for  the  borough  of 
Dorchester  is  in  tbe  Inhabitants,  paying  to  church 
and  poor  in  respect  of  their  personal  estates,  and 
jn  .such  persons  as  pay  to  church  and  poor  in  re- 
spect of  their  real  estates,  within  this  borough,  al- 
though not  inhabitants  or  occupiers,  and  althoagh 
their  names,  do  not  appear  upon  the  poor's  rates : 
That  the  Hon.  Geo^e  Darner,  tbe  sitting  member, 
is  not  duly  elected :  That  tbe  Hon.  Cropley  Ash- 
ley, the  petitioner,  is  duly  elected,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned :  That  neither  the  petition  nor 
the  opposition  to  it  appear  to  be  frivolous  or  vex- 
atious." 
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CORPORATtOir. 

This  consists  of  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  two  bailiffs, 
six  aldermen,  six  capital  burgesses,  and  twenty- 
four  common -couDcitmpn,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take 
care  of  the  liberties  and  trade  of  the  town.  This 
charter  was  granted  them  by  iJhartes  I.  in  the  5th 
year  of  his  reign. 

In  this  town  are  kept  the  assizes  as  well  as  the 
quarter-sessions*  and  the  knights  of  the  shire  are 
chosen  at  Dorchester. 

SIGHT  OF  SLECTION. 

March  18,  1730.  Resolved,  "  That  the  right 
of  electing  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parlisroent  for  the 
borough  of'  Dorchester,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  is 
in  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  paying  to 
church  and  poor  in  respect  of  their  personal 
estates,  and  in  such  persons  as  pay  to  church  and 
poor,  in  respect  of  their  real  estates  within  the 
borough." 

And  Thomas  Pitman,  the  mayor,  was  ordered 
into  custody  for  ill^al  and  arbitrary  practices  at 
the  election. 

May  17.  1720.  Resolved,  "That  that  part  of 
the  parish  called  the  Holy  Trinity,  aiiat  Dorchester 
Trinitatis,  which  was  formerly  the  parish  ofFroome 
Whitfield,  is  no  part  of  Dorchester  in  the  county 
of  Dorset." 

Resolved,  '*  That  the  tithing  of  Coltington- 
row,  within  the  parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  dfta* 
Dorchester  Trinitatis,  is  no  part  of  tin  bortitigh  of 
Dorchester  in  the  county  of  Dorset."  '  ' 
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Feb.  32,  1775.  Resolved,  by  the  committee, 
"  That,  pursuant  to  the  last  determination,  such 
persons  as  pay  to  church  and  poor  in  reejMct  of 
their  real  estates  within  the  said  borough,  though 
not  inhabitants  or  occupiers,  were  entitled  to 
TOte." 

The  right  of  election  here  may  be  said  to  be 
pr^nant  with  the  greatest  political  inconve- 
piences :  for  a  person  possessing  the  fee  simpk  of 
»  house  and  offices  may,  by  letting  hi*  house  to 
od6,  his  garden  to  a  second,  his  ctiftch-house  to  a 
third,  and  his  stable  to  a  fourth,  qualify  as  many 
voters,  and  that  without  r^rd  to  residence,  or 
his  name  ever  appearing  upon  the  poor's  rate. 
We  should,  therefore,  be  happy  to  be  informed  by 
what  criterion  the  returning  officer  is  to  judge  of 
what  votes  he  should  admit  or  refuse :  or,  indeed, 
upon  the  view  hoe  taken  of  the  inconsistent  prin- 
ciples and  extraordinary  determinations  of  the 
right  of  voting,  which  this  scene  of  boroi^h  elec- 
tion affords,  on  what  system  or  securi^  of  right 
can  this  country  depend  for  a  pure,  free,  equal, 
and  adequate  representation  ? 

NuMBKR  OF  VOTKU— ^3U0. 

Rbiurnino  OFFiCEit— the  Mayor. 

Patrok — ^the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  one  member. 

POLITICAL   CHABACTBK. 

Almost  one  half  of  the  houses  and  rateaUe  pro- 
perty which  give  tba  right  of  voting  iit  this  bo- 
rough bdoog  to  the  Earl  of  Siiaftesbury,  who  oan- 
veys  then  by  freeh<dd  laaw*  to  hia  frienda  and  de- 
pendants, for  the  purpose  of  making  votw  at  the 
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election.  One  of  these  trust- holders  claimed,  and 
actually  exercised,  the  right  of  voting  for  a  piece 
of  land  on  which  a  little  shop  anciently  stood,  but 
which  DOW  makes  part  of  the  public  road,  and  is 
actually  covered  with  pavement.  Many  other 
pieces  of  laod,  which  are  entirely  waste,  and  cp- 
vered  with  rubbish  and  weeds,  have  the  right  of 
suffrage  annexed  to  them,  and  are  considered  a» 
the  most  valuable  voting  property,  because  they 
tufmit  o/w  inhabitant  to  give  his  sufir^e  &>s  his 
personal  effects,  who  might  be  able  to  balance  the 
vote  of  the  noble  earl's  feofiee  in  trust.  By  means 
of  this  property,  the  E^rl  of  Shaftesbury  elects 
one  member,  who  is  his  representative  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  because,  as  he  is  chosen  by 
means  of  the  earl's  property,  and  by  his  direction, 
he  cannot  Ijl  said  to  be  the  representative  of  the 
people  of  Dorchester,  or  of  any  portion  of  the 
people  of  England. 

The  late  ViscQunt  Miltui  was  a  candidate  aj 
tbe  general  election  in  1790,  and  had  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  votes  of  the  hoijisebolders,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  was  returned  by  the  mt^or, 
bat  a  committee  of  tbe  House  of  Coiqmons  was 
of  opinion  that  a  decided  mfOority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants did  not  oititle  him  to  a  seat  for  Dorchester, 
the  parchment  votes  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 
out-numbering  those  of  the  bond  fiit  house- 
holders. 
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POOL. 

Pool  is  a  borough,  sea-port,  and  market-* 
town  in  the  hundred  of  Cogdean,  division  of 
Shaston,  Dorset,  six  miles  from  Wimbom,  and 
t06  from  London ;  containing  949  houses  and 
4,761  inhabitants,  viz.  2,091  ortales  and  ifiJO 
females,  of  whom  608  were  returned  as  being  em- 
ployed in  trade,  manufacture,  and  handicraft.  It 
lies  00  the  borders  of  a  very  narrow  dreary  heath* 
being  a  peninsula  joined  to  the  parish  of  Langford 
by  a  neck  of  land.  The  town-  is  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  br»ad,  and 
consists  of  three  or  four  considerable  streets,  run- 
ning nearly  from  north-east  to  south-west,  beaideg 
a  cross  street  parallel  with  the  quay,  with  several 
intersecting  lanes.  The  'buildings  are  generally 
low,  but  of  late  years  the  town  has  received  several 
handsome  additions,  -The  chief  traffic  is  the  New- 
foundland trade  and  fishery,  which  proves  an  ex- 
cellent nursery  for  the  navy.  '  The  exports  in  pro- 
visions, nets,  cordage,  sail-cloth,  and  wearing  ap-> 
parol,  for  the  consumption  of  the  planters  and  ser- 
vants, are  very  great.  The  imports  are  cod,  aaN 
mon,  oil,  seal-skins,  furs,  &c.  There  are  cod- 
stantiy  employed  about  930  sail  of  shipping  be- 
longing to  this  port,  (with  l,dOO  hands,)  of  which 
about  140  are  in  the  foreign  trade,  and  tbe  n- 
mainder  coastwise.  The  harbour  is  reckoned  the 
best  and  safest  in  the  Channel,  as  the  ground  i» 
etery  where  aot^*  and  water  sufficient  at  spring 
tides  for  vessels  of  l6  feet  draught  to  come  up  to 
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the  qaay.  Thcrd  is  a  kniff  naniow  neck  ofbiid 
whirii  prcfjieicta  from  tha  iDUtbveasIb  part  of  tket 
Me  of  Purbeukt  caUeii  SoUtb-Iiaiven  Pouat,  aai}' 
another  irom,  the  aaaitt  laadl  of:  Doi^etshire  called' 
North-haven  Point.  The  distant^  hctw.een  theac: 
is  about  aquttFterof  a  ail«;  fonning  «&  eatfaace 
to  the  b^y  uid  harbour  of  Boole.,  The  quays  hava, 
b«cn  very  much  eolafged  aiidimpraved[a]t(li€Ee<«*it 
timss;.  tbegiieat  quay  is-  19S  feetloRgval  the  east; 
end  of  wfaich-standa:the;cufltotD-boute  :  the  oyew 
quay  is: M  feel  ioBg.  Cht  tbia.Ham  sid&  (^Hbqi 
liasboui  tbeite  ate  qaaya,  to  canseQ  shipf^  to  thfofit 
oitt  and  taJK  in  boUast,  wi&h  aevenl  alip»  for  build- 
ing.. The  cMBHuuiicaition  aciosa  the  hasbDur  is 
by  means  of  a  hirge  paaoage  boat,  vibrch  itt  baukd 
by  ifcrope  aiKctcleii  toMnaoe  »d«  W;.tbft  ot^^rf 
each  pemtaget  pbys  one  bairpQaoy,.  tad  eiteey  ^ 
miiy  4tl.  anaiially>.  Tlw  bo^n  adiwons-  ad:  fatildrby 
the  aftayor  and'  juatic«th  o£  tb«  peacG  Sow  timc^  ». 
yeas.  When.afly.criiiiiBal  caiMeaaBEi  lo  be.tii^ 
one  of  thd  judgas  oS  the  drcuibcoaieft  hither  in  hi* 
waiy:tit>  Dorchester^,  and  hold^  tbe  a)i»iae%  bul^ci,viA 
causes  are  generally  tried  at  Dorchester.  ^^^A 
on  ThuMday  »ed  Monday.  Vws^  let  M>y  and 
»d  No!renbtf4 

^EPRESEWTAjTlV*  HlSTOBV- 

ThiBborougkwanBadeftaoontytown  by  Queen  cwtw, 
Blikabetb,  having  beCsBesenti  burgesses  tO;  P^riia*  ^ouj,^, 
aWDt!ift  the'S6tb  aiid:48d  of  £dw,ard  lU.    It  first  ^p-*'^^ 
sent  ta»couhciLin  bt»  I4tfa  yev»  but  intcniiitted  ■». 
Hit  the  33d  c«  Henry  VI.,  and  has  had  aevej^l  7«7. 
ofaaitsrv.   ... 

FAEI  II.  VOL.  J.  A  A 
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!  May  16,  1661.  Sergeant  Charleton  reported' 
upon  the  doub^  return  for  this  borough  of  John' 
Moreton  and  William  CoDstantioe,  esqrs.,  by  one 
indenture,  and  John  Moreton  and  Sir  John  Fitz- 
james  by  another. 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  said  Sir  John  Fitzjames 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  of  this  borough." 

Feb.  16,  1710.  Upon  a  representatioD  to  the 
House,  that  in  the  management  of  her  majesty's 
•  brewhouse,  as  well  as  in  the  contracts  for  fur- 
nishing the  navy  with  beer,  there  have  been  many 
notorious  embezzlements,  and  scandalous  abuses, 
-  Resolved :  "  That  Thomas  Ridge,  esq.,  a  mem- 
berof  tlirs  House,  being  guilty  of  great  frauds  and 
abuses,  by  having  contracted  to  furaiab  5,613  tuos 
of  beer  on  his  own  account,  and  9,704  tuns  in 
partnerahip  with  Mr.  Dizoo,  and  having  received 
bills  for  the  whole,  although  be  delivered  but 
3,913  tuns  on  the  first,  and  1,969  upon  the  latter: 
he,  the  said  Thomas  Ridge,  esq.,  be,  for  the  said 
frauds  and  abuses,  expelled  the  House."  And  a 
new  writ  was  ordered  for  electing  a  burgess  in  bis 
room. 

Pari.  13.  Joseph  Gulstone,  esq.  petitioned 
against  Joshua  Mauger,  esq.,  and  it  was  declared  a 
void  election  in  respect  of  Mr.  Mauger. 

This  town,  according  to  Leland,  was  a  poor 
village,  inhabited  by  Bshermen,  and  a  hamlet  or 
"membcr  of  the  parish  church  of  Canford;  but 
within  inemoiy,  it  has  increased  in  faandsoaie 
buildii^,  and  become  a  place  of  good  trade.  The 
iocrease  of  this  town  is  owing  to  the  decay  of 
Wareham»  whieh  lost  its  harbour  for  .wast  of 
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depth  of  water;  it)  consequence  of  which  the  ships 
reitorted  to  Foole,  end  thus  liave  rendered  it,  by 
degrees,  one  of  the  most  coaaiderabte  ports  in  the 
west  of  England ;  and  several  of  its  merchants 
have  represented  it  in  Parliament.  This  town  sent 
members  90  early  as  Edward  III.,  and  by  a  charter 
of  Elizabeth,  it  was  made  a  county  of  itself,  with 
the  privilege  of  a  sheriff,  keeping  a  court  to  de- 
termine all  causes,  both  civil  and  criminal,  with 
several'  other  immunities;  such  as  the  right  of 
trying;  malefactors  in  its  own  jurisdiction,  by  a 
commission  from  the  crown,  which  saves  the  ex- 
pense of  entertaining  the  judges  on  the  circuit. 

CORPOKATION. 

.  This  borough  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  a  re- 
corder, aldermen,  a  sheriff,  a  coroner,  a  town- 
clerk,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  burgesses.  The 
mayor,  who  is  admiral  within  the  liberty,  is  chosen 
from  among  the  burgesses  :  after  he  has  passed  the 
chair  he  is  always  an  alderman  ;  and,  the  first  ;eu 
of  his  mayoralty,  he  is  senior  bailiff,  and  a  justice 
of  .the  peace.  From  among  the  aldermen  are  an- 
nually chosen  three  justices  ;  the  mayor  and  re- 
corder being  of  tbe  quorum  ;  flnd  the  election  of 
the  freemen  or  burgesses  must  be  made  by  the 
mayor,  four  aldermen,  and  twenty-four  ba^esaes. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Poole  was  possessed  of  the  inestimable  privilege 
of  choosing  its  members  by  the  commonalty  or 
inhabitants  at  large,  in  consequence  of  the  charter 
granted  by  Elizabeth.    It  enjoyed  the  privilege  by 
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immeEaorial  usage;  but,  by  theiatrignes&ndcon-' 
trivatice  of  the  select  part  of  the  corporation,  con- 
sisting of  about  one  hundred  retideot  and  non- 
tesident  bu loesses,  the  rigbt  has  been  wrested  from 
theinbabitanta,  and  assumed  exclusively  by  tbeni. 
This  right  has,  tbererore,  beta  disputed  between 
the  bu^esses  and  inhabitants. 

The  question  of  right  has  been  four  timet  agi- 
tated in  the  House  of  Commons:  first,  upon  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Cliaffin,  esq,,  against  Sir  Na- 
thaniel Napper,  who  had>  been  returned  by  the 
nmyor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  ;  which  was  fle« 
termined  the  9th  of  February,  1688-9)  when  the 
committee  reported  to  the  House  by  their  chair- 
man, 

-  "  That  the  matter  ia  question  was,  Whether 
the  right  of  election  be  in  the  mayor  and  burgeiso 
only,  or  in  the  mayor,  burgesses^  and  commoiwlty« 
who  pay  scot  and  lot." 

And  that  thereupon  the  committee  bad  agreed 
'to  two  resolves. 

'  Ist.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 
That  the  right  of  election  of  bui^esso  to  serve 
in  this  present  conrentiOD  for  the  town  and 
county  of  Poole,  is  in  the  mayor,  burgtmea^  tmd 
'tommonalty  of  the  $aid  town  and  County,  vk»fay 
Koi  and  lot" 

Sd.  **  That  it  is  the  opinion.of  this  committee. 
That  Thomas  Chaffin,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a  bur- 
gess to  serve  in  this  present  conventioa  for  the  town 
and  county  of  Poole." 

A  debate  arising  in  the  House  thereupoa ;  cbe 
question  being  put,  "  That  this  House  do  i^ree 
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with  Ab  coDiinktM,  that  ThoiMifi  Chaffie,  esq., 
Mduly  etected  to  serve  in  this  preseot  conTention 
for  the  town  and  couDty  ef  Poole ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  "  That  Sir  Nathaniel  Napperi  hart., 
w  dmfy  fleeted  a  baigess  to  serve  in  this  present 
convention  for  the  town  and  county  of  Poole." 

Here  was  a  positive  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  to  the  right  of  Cb«  commonalttf  who  pay 
•cot  and  lot,  negatived  by  the  House ;  and  the 
exclMsive  right  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  only 
implied  by  the  House  seating  Sir  Nathaniel  Nap- 
per.  This  was  not  uncommon,  previous  to  the 
existence  of  the  GtenviUe  Act.  The  inocmtistant 
end  contradictory  decisions  of  the  House,  which 
<he  statute  of  S  George  II.  was  enacted  in  vain  to 
prevent,  were  the  cause  of  establishing  the  pteeent 
mode  of  trying  controverted  elections. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poole  thought  this  new  ju- 
dicature a  proper  tribunal  for  vindicating  and  as- 
certainii^  their  lost  right;  and  we  accordiDgly 
find  them  embrace  the  6r6t  opportunity  of  ap- 
pealing to  its  justice. 

At  the  general  election  of  1774,  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
and  Joshua  Mauger,  esq.,  were  rettmied  to  Parlia- 
ment by  the  mayor  and  burgesses ;  but  the  inha* 
bitants  having  tendered  their  votes  at  the  poll  for 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox  and  John 
Williams,  esq.,  and  these  being  rejected  by  the 
sheriff,  they  petitioned  the  House  against  the  re- 
turn of  the  former. 

This  petition  c^e  to-  be  heard  on  the  S4Ui  of 
March,  177^  befiue  a  coumittee  coostituted  ^I^■ 
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der  theGrenville  Act;  when  the  counsel  fortbe 
petiHonere  contended  that,  by  the  general  rule  of 
law,  where  there  is  no  origiDat  charter,  and  do 
pjeBcriptive  usage  to  the  contrary,  the  right  of 
election  »  in  the  inhabitant  householders;  that 
this  rule  is  rec<^nized  in  a  variety  of  cases,  in 
Glanville's  book,  particulariy  in  those  of  Ciren- 
cester, p.  107,  and  Pomfret,  p.  149,  and  in  Whit- 
lork'a  Commentary,  vol.  i.,  p.  500.  In  the  case 
of  Cirencester,  the  entry  io  the  Journals  is  in  these 
words : 

'  "  That,  where  there  is  no  custom  nor  charter 
**  for  election,  there,  the  inhabitants,  householders, 
**  ought  to  make  the  election." 

That  the  ancient  and  proper  sense  of  the  word 
**  burgenses,"  or  burgesses,"  is  "  the  inhabitants 
of  a  borough,"  is  proved  by  the  following  autlw- 
riiies: — Spetman's  Glossary,  title',  "bu^eoses;" 
Whitlock's  Commentary,  vol.  i.,  p.  500,  vol.  ii., 
p.  95  ;  Madox's  Firma  Bui^i,  p.  S,  No.  III.  And 
that  the  House  has  so  understood  the  word,  both 
in  ancient  charters  and  in  returns,  appears  from 
the  case  of  Abingdon,  33  May,  l660,  and  that  of 
Aldborough,  in  Ycu-kshire,  17  May,  1690. 

From  all  the  ancient  charters  granted  to  the  cor- 
poration of  Poole,  it  appears  that,  down  to  that 
of  the  lOth  of  Elizabeth,  *' burgenses"  io  those 
cliarters  means  *'  inhabitants." 

The  ancient  returns  to  Parliament  from  this 
town,  until  that  period,  are  all  in  the  name  of  ilie 
mayor  and  burgenses. 

A  complete  body  of  evidence  was  adduced  in 
•upport  of  this  case,  and  to  prove  tlie  claim  of  the 
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Inhabitiintst  ns  part  of  the  corporation,  to  turn  out 
bfittle,  ant)  to  cut  turf  on  Carford  heath,  in  right 
of  their  original  charter,  granted  by  Longspee,  Earl 
ofSinim. 

^A  Bimilar  claim  was  made  under  a  second  char<- 
ter,  granted  by  William  de  Monlacute,  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  lOthof  June,  1371 ;  and  a  third,  granted 
by  Thomas  de  Montacute, Earlbf  Salisbury, dated 
the  8th  of  February,  141 1,  confitming  the  two  pre- 
ceding ones. 

Also  a  royal  grant  of  Henry  VI.,  in  the  elevenih 
year  of  his  reign,  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
Fdole,  that  Poole  shall  be  a  free  port,  &c. 

A  fifth,  dated  the  first  of  July,  Slst  of  the  same 
king,  1434,  grants  to  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and 
inhabitants,  a  weekly  muket,  and  two  anouail 
fain  I  the  last  two  by  authority  of  Parliament. 

A  sixth,  dated  30th  January,  1460,  I  Edw.  IV. 

A  seventh,  dated  30th  June,  3  Henry  VUl. 

An  eighth,  dated  13th  Henry  VIII. 

A  ninth,  dated  4th  September,  18  Henry  VIII. 
1597,  Arthur  Plantagenet,  Viscount  Lesley,  vice- 
admiral  ;  reciting  that  the  deputy  admiral  and  his 
commissary- general  had  inspected  all  the  royal 
grants  and  privileges,  and  the  former  grants  ofold, 
and  the  grant  of  William  de  Montacute,  to  the 
mayor,  brethren,  bailiffn,  burgesie$,  and  inJtahit- 
anti,  and  also  the  late  confirmation  of  Henry  VIII. 
by  which  they  are  excepted  firom  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  admiral  of  England.  - 

The  returns  had  also  been  made  by  the  com- 
monalty upon  various  occasions,  previous  to  thfe 
chvrter  of  Elizabeth:    That  the  towD>anin  and 
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oommofl  seal  beloDgwl  to  the  iB^abkaatai  i»d  tkat 
therefore  every  iMtrumeDtBealed  witb  theconapDov 
sedl  is  the  iaptnuneot  asd  act  of  the  ioiiabitantiB, 
and  prove  tbat  the  right  of  election,  which  by  tW 
.Aomtnon  law  was  jd  the  iDhatHtaats,  faoKt^wl^en, 
was,  io  fact,  enjoyed asd exercised  by  tiiem. 

The  twelfth  charter  of  the  borough,  which  wm 
^Antedtbeasdof^uae,  ld6S,  the  10th  of£li». 
hftth,  aid  which  u  the  charter  uoder  whkfa  tti* 
corporation  now  act,  was  produced,  and  seens  tj 
4>e-4leciaiveBs  lo  the  right  pf  the  wbabitaBtB. 

"  It  recites  the  charter  of  3  Henry  VIII.  tmi 
"  those  therein  recited,  and  ratifies  tod  ooafiiaM 
'**  tbe  immunities'graoted  by  then  to  the  magror, 
*' bailiffs,  biugestes,  and  inhabtiaats,  as  tbe««i4 
*'  mayor,  baiUffe,  burg€s$e»,  and  in/mbidamtt,  fMm 
*'  the  time  of  makiflg  the  said  cbarters,  were  «c« 
**  customed  to  hold  eauA  eojoy  them.  It  recites, 
**  that  the  mayor,  buliffs,  burgaHses,  and  iababit- 
"  ants,  time  out  of  mind,  had  enloyed  the  said  pri- 
"  vileges,  &€.,  andotheis,  as  «'ell  by  prescription, 
*'  as  by  reason  of  the  aforesaid  grants,  but  that  the 
*'  said  mayor,  bailiffii,  burgeatet  and  inhabiiaiaMt 
"  bad  not  eiijoyed  tbeai  for  many  years  past,  to  tbe 
"  great  detriment  of  ^e  said  town,  by  which  it 
*'  was  threatened  with  ruia,  and  tbe  good  gorera- 
**  ment  of  tbe  same  was  almost  extinct. 

"  Tbat  thereupon  tbe  burgeuet  and  inh«bitmti4 
"  of  Poole  bsd  petitioned  tbe  queen,  tbat  she 
"  would  make,  restore,  and  create  tbe  said  bur- 
*'  gasses  aod  iababitants  into  another  body  cor* 
*'  porate  aud  politic 

**  Tbat  she  tberefofe.  &c.  (hoping  tbat,  if  tbe 
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**  iabiMtenU  of  tfe  tovra  afbrasatd,  ud  their  sac- 
**  cesBors,  should  enjoy,  by  her  grant,  greatet 
*'  honoura,  liberties,  and  privikges,  tbey  will  think 
*^  4)hcinselvt8  bound,  6k.)  grants  tbait  the  said 
^tamn  of  Poole8hBll.be,ibr«Ter«fter,«-i«eto*ni 
^of  ita^,  «ad  be  inoorporated';  todoosist  of  on6 
*'  «ay»r,  two  bailJffe,-bii^;Msei,  msd  cesonMam\tf 
*'  (to  theorigiDQl,  contnuoiftu) ;  aad  that  they  the 
*'  laid  BM^or,  b«i)iir3,buiges«e8,  and  oommiMnhy', 
'*  be  one  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  tmaytAr, 
**  bailifia,  buv^esste,  aAd  eommbnalty  of  t^  tonra 
«  of  Poole,  &e. 

"  Tlut  the  bargeases  of  the  town  aferesRid  uaj 
■*  elect  erery  year  (on  a  day  fixed  by  the  dmfeei^ 
*'  *  fit  and  dilCfeet  bat^M-to  be  mayor,  and  tvro 
**  albet  btifgeasea  of  tbe  aaid  towo,  to  be  baiiifis, 
"  &c.  ■      ■ 

"  That  the  sud  imy*r,  hailiffii,  haxgea§e»t  aDd 
"  a—wdiinAy,  and  their  Bucoeasora,  and  the  inha^ 
**  bitaati  awd  naidents  witfaia  the  said  town,  be  rn 
'*  nm  sort  liable  tobe  bound  by  any  precepts  ofthe 
**  stewards,  marahal,  or  olerk  of  the  market  of  the 
"  household. 

"  She  gvaoti  a  stai^e  to  the  said  mayor,  baitifis, 
>*  wad  cotmfwntaity,  and  their  bcira  and  auccraaors ; 
"  and  that  the  said  burgessea  may  choose  out  of 
>'  tbemaclvea,  annually,  a  mayor,  and  two  con- 
"  stables  of  the  staple. 

**  That  the  aaid  mayor,  bailifii,  burgessea,  and 
,  "  oommooalty,  and  their  hairs  and  aucceaaors, 
**  nay  annually  elect  and  eoostJtute  (on  a  day 
'*  fiked),  outef  th^inbidHtaqta  of  ilbe  town  and 
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'  suburbs  thereof,  or  out  of  others,  all  tnaoner  orT 
'  brokers,  &c. 

"  She  then  grants  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs, 
'  buigesses,  and  commonalty,  and  their  sacceBsortf* 
'  that  the  town  aforesaid,  with  the  suburts, 
'places,  and  precincts  aforesaid,  be,  for  ever  after- 
*■  wards,  one  eotire  county,  incorporated  in  deed 

*  and  name,  and  distinct,  and  altc^ther  separate 
'  from  the  county  of  Dorset,  by  tbe  name  of  the 

*  town  of  Poole. 

*>  That  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
■  commonalty,  shall  have  in  the  said  town,  one 
'  sheriff;  the  bui^^esses  of  the  said  town,  and  their 
'*.  SDCccssors,  in  every  year  (on  a  dty  fixed)  to  elect 
'  one  discreet  person-out  of  tbeir  fellow -bo  rgemes 
'  {com.  burgcHiett  in  tbeoriginsl),  for  tbe  sheriff 
'  of  the  said  town. 

"  She  grants. to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses* 
'  and  commonalty,  a  weekly  court  to  be  held  in 
'  the  guildhall,  before  the  mayor  and  senior  bailiff. 

'*  To  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  bui^esses,  and  eom~ 

*  monalty,  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  and 
'  one  skilled  in  the  law,  and  also  four  burgesses 
'  to  be  chosen  annually  out  of  tbe  discreet  bur- 
'  gesses  (on  a  day  fixed)  shall  be  keepers. (t.  <.  jus- 
'■*  tices]  of  tbe  peace. 

^'.  To  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and  c0m- 
'  monalty,  view  of  frank-pledge,  &c. 

*.'  To  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgewes,  and  com- 
■*  monalty^  and  tbeir  successors,  that  none  of  them, 
'■  nor  any  inhabitant  or  resident  within  tbe  town, 
'■'&C,    shall  be  impanelled  against  his  will,  on 
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-"  any  assize,  jury,  or  inquisition,  &c.,  witboot  tUe 
*'  town  of  Poole. 

••  That  the  fnhabitants,  burgessw,  and  com' 
*'  moRolty,  of  the  town  of  Poole,  may  have  their 
'"  guild,  and  all  their  liberties,  jurisdictions,  &c.v 
*'  by  land  and  by  sea,  in  ttie  Eame  manner  with  the 
"roayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of 
."  Southampton,  and  all  other  liberties,  &c.,  which 
*'  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burget$a  and  inhabitants, 
**  heretofore  had  or  used  to  have. 

"  That  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  bui^csses,  and 
*'  commonaiiff.  shall  have  the  return  of  all  writs 
*'  within  the  town. 

"  That  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  and 
'^  commonatlff,  shall  create  out  of  themselves,  cfl- 
"  roners,  &c. 

"  That  none  of  the  said  mayor,  baili0s,  bur- 
"  gesses,  and  commonalty,  inhabiting  within  the 
"  said  town,  shall  be  impleaded  without  the  said 
**  town,  except  for  such  trespasses  as  shall  be  done 
"  against  the  queen  and  her  heirs." 

The  thirteenth  charter,  bearing  date  the  94th  of 
November,  19  Charles  II.,  contains  a  grant  of  all 
fortner  privileges,  and  recites  that  the  town  of 
Poole  had  been  of  old  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
mayor,  baitifis,  burgesses,  and  commonalty,  and 
that  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  th^freof,  as  well 
by  that  name  as  by  othernames,  have  used  and  en- 
joyed various  privileges,  &c. 

That  commonalty  in  these  charters  meant  in- 
habitants, is  clear,  because  they  were  granted  to, 
and  at  the  request  of,  the  inhabitants  \  beeaune  it 
confirms  all  former  grants  to  the  inhabitants  ;  ahd 
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became  the  commontlty  tre,  throughout,  dutin^ 
guisbed  from  the  bui^esses. 

In  tbe  profligate  reign  of  Cfaules  11.,  this  town, 
in  conimoD  with  tbe  city  of  London,  aod  most 
other  eoffionitioiis,  came  under  the  garbliog  of  A 
ftfo  fewrramU  information,  aod  their  £r»acfai8e8 
■were  srazed  into  the  hands  of  the  crown.  This 
information  was  itsued  againal  the  mayor,  beilifilk, 
burgesses,  and  hikabitantt. 

The  30th  of  Charles  II.  the  hurg*»M»  and  tit^ 
'habitantt  presented  em  address  aod  eubmitsion  to 
the  king,  praying  that  they  might  be  restored. 

The  fourteenth  charter,  14th  of  James  II.,  is  a 
"charter  of  Teteaae  aod  restoratioa :  it  recites  the 
good  servioes  of  the  burgesies  and  uUtxtbiUuttty  the 
judgments  obtained  against  them ;  ajid  it  restores 
and  grant*  tb  the  samt  burgdsses  and  inkabitant* 
-all  tht  liberties.  &c.  which  they  bad,  or  by  right 
ought  to  have. 

These  cbarlets  denonstrate  that  tbe  mkxiitantt 
were  part  of  the  eor^oration,  and  that  eommomittjf 
and  inhabitiuUt  were  terms  indiscrimuatdy  used, 
as  descriptive  of  tbe  same  persons. 

By  the  records  of  the  corporation,  which  go  no 
further  back  than  the  10th  of  £liaabetb»  and  tte 
various  eutries  from  th^  time  to  the  year  1699, 
the  inhabiiamtt  or  eonuMmully  :were  always  men- 
tioned as  part  oftbeccNrp<»ation. 

The  corporation  petitioned  the  House  of  Com- 
-moDs  so  late  as  tbe  year  17^8,  in  the  name  of  the 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgessea,  and  commonalty. 

Deeds  of  mor^ages  between  the  corporation  and 
other  parties,  dated  so  late  as  17^6,  were  produced. 
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in  which  the  commtnaity  were  ibeotHintd  aft  part 
of  the  corporatioB. 

ThoiDEts  Shepberdy  an  iDht^itacd,  o£tbe  age  of 
ninety-eighty  remembered  Mr.  Ashley  to.bave  heeit 
cboseo  member  far  Foole  by  the  eommot%mlty,  aodv 
he  voted  as  aa  iohahitaet  in  the  y«nr  1695. 

The  returns  of  eieokbers  went  made  by  the 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesaes,  and  commonalty,,  until 
the  year  1695. 

To  the  above  proofs  the  counsel  for  the  sittiag 
mentbers  only  «pposed'  au  uaag*  of  eightf  ye^r»t 
proved  by  parole  evidence  in  favour  of  the  exctu- 
fire  right  of  the  hurgeata. 

The  ooromittee  detarmined,  that  the  aitting 
members  were  duiy  eitoted. 

Mr.  Douglas,  in  his  notea  upoa  the  above  deci- 
uoo>  c^Merves,  that  a  conttaiy  deternnaticin  took 
place  upon  similar  «.vidci»:&  in  tlw:  ease  o£  Col^ 
Chester,  38th  of  March,  )63S. 

The  Jik£  ia  the  oaaa  of  Bostont  8th  of  May, 
1686. 

Theae  eases  exactly  show,  that  no  uaage^  wiihia 
the  time  of  memory,  ought  to  narrow  the  right  of 
election. 

The  case  of  Brif^ct  ia.  aimilar;  far,  on  th« 
tSth  of  April,  1668,  the  explanation  of  the  word 
"  cammonaliy"  by  the  House,  :wa»  the  same  as 
tiiat  for  which  the  inhabitants  of  Pools  contended. 

Case  of  Warwick,  13thof  May,  1638,  the  ques- 
tion was.  Whether  the  claction  was  in  the  mayor 
Mid  common-council,  or  in  the  cornmoDaltyv 
Upon  the  quesUmi,  it  was  cast^ved  to  be  in.  the 
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OMimonalty ;  and  tlie  iahabitants,  householders, 
have  enjoyed  it  ever  since  in  consequence. 

It  is  curious  to  remark,  that  Mr.  Mauper,  who 
obtaJQed  Kis  seat  by  the  above  decision  in  favour 
of  the  burgesses  of  Poole  against  the  inhabit»nts, 
was  to  far  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  inhabit* 
ants'  claim,  that  he  became  a  candidate  for  their 
suffrages  at  the  ensuing  general  election  in  17B0 
agaiiiBt  the  buigesses,  and  actually  petitioned  the 
house  for  the  re-estab)iBhmeDt  of  that  right,  of 
which  he  had  been  the  cause  of  depriving  tbeoi 
^e  preceding  Parliament. 

The  petition  of  Mr.  Mauger  was  heard  before  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  upon  the 
very  same  ground  be  had  opposed  it  in  the  former 
Parliament;  when  the  decision  was,  agreeably  to 
the  above,  in  favour  of  Joseph  Gulstone,  esq.,  and 
William  Morton  Pitt,  esq.,  who  were  elected  by 
the  burgesses. 

.  At  the  general  election  in  1790,  the  inhabitants 
made  another  attempt  to  recover  their  lost  rights, 
by  tendering  their  votes  for  Lord  Daer,  son  to  the 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  and  the  late  Lord  Haddo,  son  to 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen.  There  were  also,  at  the 
same  time,  four  other  candidates  on  the  right  of 
the  buigesses,  viz.  Benjamin  Lister,  esq.,  a  mer- 
chant of  Poole ;  the  Hod.  Charles  Stuart, 
youngest  son  to  the  Earl  of  Bute ;  Michael  An- 
gelo  Taylor,  esq.,  and  Captain  Kingsmill,  of  the 
nttvy.  The  -election  was  conducted  with  mach 
ei^emess  on  all  sides  :  the  bu^;e8ses  were  equally 
divided,  until  Lord  Hood,  whom  Mr.  Taylor  pub- 
licly accused  of  a  breach  of  promifte  to  him,  ar- 
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rivfed  and  gave  the  casting-vote  for  Mr.  Stuart ; . 
the  numbers  upon  the  burgesies*  poll,  at.tbe  dote 
of  the  election  being,  for 

Benjamin  Lister,  esq 60 

The  Hon.  Charles  Stuart 49 

M.  A.  Taylor,  esq 43 

Robert  Kingsmill, esq.... A5 

The  numbers  of  Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr.  Taylor, 
would  have  been  finally  equal ;  but  one  of  the 
burgesses  in  the  interest  of  the  latter  was  arrested 
for  debt,  as  he  was  going  up  the  steps  of  the 
town-hall,  to  give  his  vote.  Bail  was  offered,  and 
even  payment  of  the  debt ;  but  the  sheriff  and  hi* 
deputy  were  too  much  engaged  upon  the  election, 
to  be  interrupted  by  so  trifling  a  concern  as  the 
liberty  of  a  Britiah  subject ;  and  the  elector  was 
suffered  to  remain  in  the  custody  of  an  officer, 
until  the  poll  was  closed. 

Lord  Deer  and  Lord  Haddo  being  candidates  on 
the  light  of  the  commonalty,  the  inhabitants 
tendering  their  votes  for  those  noblemen,  were  re- 
jected by  the  sheriff.  Two  petitions  were  accord- 
ingly presented  to  the  House  of  Commons,  at  the 
meeting  of  FiBrliament  lo  1790,  against  the  return 
of  Lister  and  Stuart ;  one  by  Lord  Daer  and  Lord 
Haddo,  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  common* 
alty ;  and  another  by  Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  esq., 
and  Robert  Kingsmill,  esq.,  on  the  claim  of  the 
ainor  part  of  the  burgesses,  against  the  majority. 
These  ^petitions  were  heard  the  same  session  ; 
when  it  was  agreed  by  all  the  parties,  that  the  pe- 
tition of  Lord  Daer  and  Lord  Haddo  should  be 
.determined  first;  for,  if  the  committee  should  be  of 
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opiDton  tint  tb»WfA/ yMu>  in  thr^kibabUattC*,  ^W ' 
oikfr  &ur-oaadiijat«»  wim-so  imferktr  m  poidt  «f- 
numbers,  that  they  iDterr<tod^to  wlittqivMr  thiir' 
respectivie  claioiB.. ... 

The  cammittee  accordmgly  began  with  the  pe- 
titioD  or  Lord  Oaer-and  Lurd  HatMd ;  wbeA  nearlr 
the  same  case.  was.  opened,  m  w»  have  reported 
npon  the  petitticn  of  the  Right  H^Oi  Chtfries  Janes 
Fox  ud  Job*'  WiilisHlR:,  nq.^  in  177^.  and  wbitttV 
had  been  repested  on  sraiW  grounds  by  Jb^Mw 
Mauger,esq.,  ia  17fll.  Tbd  e«HliiHt>teieconfiitn'e<i 
Aedetennin«tioiis>«f  tbe  prebedini^  onee,  by  de-> 
•idii:^  that  Lovd  Diter  and  Lord  HaddD'W«re  noi 
^ufy  tlkgitdi  axtitmoirpA  upon- a  speoiaJ  feportlto 
the  Houw,  «'  That  th^  rij^ht  o^  etM:tiow  la  tbd 
town  aBd  county  of  Potde^  i»  iv  fihetfifajcoi^^W' 
lifiSf.aDd  BurgipMMonl^'^  i.  ■.    ■ 

Thjg  petition  being  di^K)Wtdof,''a  edcBproMHte 
took  place  betvOTft  tlw  COD  t0Bd(Bg^  paMiM,- dft  the 
folioi  the  bwrgeas^  Tliei  w>1»  of  thebUrgen 
who  had  beea'  arMSttd  a»d  detatnfed  m-  cttaliady 
dMriDg:tiiD8lecitk>n,  ««s-  addediitf  tbe  poM^fMn 
Taylor,  and  motlkcr  itvuok  off  fl-owtbat  of  Sfl^ 
Stuwt.    The  iHiBib«i&  tbau  warn,  ft>r 

Lict«... -...49' 

T»yl<»........ 4&' 

Stuart,... .,...48 

KiDgmiU 46 

.The  aomtBittce  acoonKugly  reported  'tt>  tbfc 
Uou*^  "  That  Bbajanin  Lisltsr,  esq.,  HQd'Michari 
Ang^  Taylor,  esq.,  were  diify  eHetted'.'*'  ' 

The  Mceew  of  Mr.  Lister  was,  however,  rai» 
deied  abwtir^i    The  opposite  parties  bbd  «H  41» 
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covered  that  he  had  been  a  contractor  within  tlie 
year  preceding  his  electioo  ;  aod  that  the  taking 
his  seat  would  be  attended  with  the  disagreetible 
consequence  of  his  being  liable  to  a  penalty  of  ftve' 
hundred  pounds  every  time  he  should  gire  his  vote 
ia  the  House  of  Commons. 

This  incapacity  was  to  be  removed  only  by  Mr. 
Lister  vacating  his  seat,  and,  as  the  twelve  months 
since  the  surrender  of  his  contract  bad  now  ex- 
pired, to  get  re-elected.  ' 

The  Chiltera  Hundreds  were  accordingly  given 
him,  and  a  new  writ  was  issued  for  another  elec- 
tion ;  when  the  inhabitants  of  Poole,  with  that 
fervour  and  love  of  liberty  which  nature  has  im- 
planted in  the  human  mind,  and  which,  although 
suppressed  by  temporary  miscarriages  and  incon- 
veniences, omits  no  opportunity  of  asserting  its 
own  dignity,  recurred  to  their  original  claim  of 
right,  and  with  a  zeal  and  firmness  which  the 
writer,  who  was  present  at  the  moment,  will  never 
recollect  but  with  a  glow  of  admiration,  again  - 
bestowed  the  noblest  gift  of  freemen — their  unbi- 
assed suffrages,  on  Lord  Daerl     . 

The  statute  of  the  2Sth  of  George  TIL,  chap.  59, 
allowing  them  one  more  chance  of  recovering  their 
rights,  and  that  a  final  one,  by  an  appeal  gainst 
the  last  decision  within  twelve  calendar  months, 
a  petition  of  appeal  was  accordingly  presented  by 
LordDaer,  in  1791,  against  the  re-electioo  of  Ben- 
junin  Lister,  esq.,  and  another  by  the  inhabitants 
against  the  last  determination  on  the  elective 
right,  when  the  cominittee,  for  the  fourth  time, 
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revived:  "That  the  right  of  election  wi^  in  the- , 
Mayor,  Bailiffs,  and  Burgesses  only." 

In  the  cases  of  Abingdon,  Southampton,  and 
others,  the  word  "  commonalty"  has  been  deter- 
mined to  mean  all  the  inhabitants;  at  this  place 
to  mean  the  corporation  only ! ! ! 

In  the  Seaford  ease,  the  word  '*  populace"  ex- 
tended to  all  the  inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot. 
In  the  case  of  Truro,  the  same  word  meant  only  the. 
corporation,  consisting  of  tweoty-6ve  indtvJduaU. 
Upon  what  principle  of  justice  these  contradic- 
tions are  to  be  reconciled,  we  do  not  {H^sume  to 
be  informed. 

In  the  Saltash  cases,  the  right  of  election  has 
been  four  times  determined  to  be  in  the  corpora- 
tion, and  three  times  to  be  in  the  buignge-tenures, 
since  the  passing  of  the  Grenville  act,  ii)  the  10th 
of  the  present  reign. 

In  the  Helstone  case,  the  coqimittee  revolved, 
in  1775 :  "  That  the  right  of  election  was  in  the 
corporation  acting  under  the  old  charter,  iq  1791/* 
Another  committee  determined  the  right  to  b«  la 
the  corporation  acting  under  the  new  charter. 

Since  the  year  1713,  the  contradictory  resolu- 
tions respecting  Weymouth  and  Melcomb  Regis 
will  be  found  in  tlie  representative  history  of  those 
places. 

In  the  cases  of  Colchrster,  Boston,  Bridport, 
Pomfret,  and  Warwick,  -the  detenu  ioatiooi  were 
different  from  those  of  Poole;  and  the  doctrine  of 
eightif  years  usage  is  neither  sanctioned  by  act 
of  Parliament,  nor  considered  as  ihs  commoD'^ 
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law  of  eommitteeft,  aad  basbeea  fbltowedonlyio 
uDe  solitary  iosiance,  that  of  Lyme  Regit. 
Number  of  votexs — 100. 

political  cbabactbb. 
The  corporation  of  Poole  are  divided  ioio  two 
parties,  so  nearly  equal  in  number,  that  a  sii^le 
vote  frequently  decides  the  election.  A  thousand 
pounds  is  said  to  have  been  given  for  a  vote  on 
such  occasioos.  Mr.  Lister,  one  of  the  pr«sent 
members,  is  at  the  head  of  the  opposition  party } 
and  Mr.  Jeffery,  a  late  member,  but  now  cobsuI- 
general  at  Portugal,  is  at  the  head  of  the  ministerial 
party. '  The  aldermen  who  acquire  that  situation 
by  serving  the  office  of  mayor,  are  mostly  of  the 
miniBterial  party ;  and  as  a  bye-law  is  still  in  force, 
allowing  them  to  nominate  two  of  their  own  body 
to  the  burgesses,  one  of  whom  tbe  latter  is  bound 
to  choose  for  mayor,  there  is  little  ehance,  unless 
that  bye-law  is  deemed  ill^al,  of  which  there  i^ 
little  doubt,  that  they  will  continue  to  sustain 
their  superiority. 


LYME  REGIS. 

Lyme  Regis  is  a  sea  port,  borougb,  and  mar- 
ket town  in  the  hundred  of  Whitchurch,  division 
of  Brtdport,  Dorset,  93  miles  from  Dorchester, 
99  from  Exeter,  and  143  from  London;  contain- 
ing 365  houses,  and  1,4^1  inhabitants,  of  whom 
534  were  returned  employed  in  various  trades, 
lis  coBinradious  harbour  has  been  artiBcially  con-. 
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structed.  The  materials  of  its  rude  pier  coDtist 
of  vast  Atones  weighed  out  of  the  sea,  arranged  in 
such  a  tnaDner  as  to  break  the  violeoce  of  the 
tide,  which  has  made  great  encroachments,  the 
cliffs  being  composed  of  a  kind  of  marl  and  blue 
clay  incOTporated  with  lime.'  The  market  is  on 
Friday.     Fairs,  February  9,  and  September  31. 

REPBSSEKIATITE   HISTORY. 

This  is  a  very  ancient  borough,  in  the  county 
of  Dorset,  being  so  made  by  King  Edward  the 
First,  and  has  returned  members  to  Parliament 
since  the  33rd  of  that  reign. 

Nov.  5,  1605.  A  report  being  made  by  Sir 
George  Somas,  one  of  the  burgesses  for  this 
borough,  of  the  tickness-  by  the  gout  of  John 
Hassard,  esq.,  the  other  burgess,  and  desiring  to 
have  him  dismissed. 

Resolved  :  "  That  he  shall  still  serve,  and  that 
he  shall  not  be  removed. 

Feb.  9,  1609.  A  petition  from  this  borough 
touching  their  burgesses  was  offered  by  Sir  John 
Jefferys. 

Sir  George  Moor  reported  from  the  committee 
— Hassard,  69 — ^incurable — bed-rid — and  a  new 
writ  was  ordered  in  his  room. 

May  91,  1689-  A  report  upon  the  petitioa  of 
Sir  William  Drake,  knight  and  hart.,  against  John 
Burridge,  esq.,  touching  the  election  of  this  bo- 
rough. 

Resolved  :  *'  That  John  Burridge,  esq.,  is  not 
duly  elected."     Also, 

Resolved :  '*  That  Sir  William  Drake  is  duly 
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elected  a  burgess  for  this  borougb  :"  but  tbe  first 
resolution  beiog  read  twice  was  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Jan.  6,  1701.  A  petition  of  Richard  Hallet, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Barridge,  esq.,  by 
reason  of  tbe  mayor  not  suffering  the  legal  voters 
to  poll. 

No  determinatioo. 

Nov.  96,  1708.  A  petitition  of  Henry  Henley, 
esq.,  and  also  one  of  several  capital  bui^esses* 
fieemen,  and  freeholders,  of  this  borough,  against 
the  return  of  Thomas  Freke  and  John  Burrtdge, 
esqrs. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  18.  1799.  A  petition  of  William  Smith, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Burridge,  esq. 
— Petition  withdrawn. 

Also  a  petition  of  Thomas  Parish,  merchant  of 
London,  i^inst  tbe  same  return. 

March  9,  1793.  Petition  of  Thomas  Parish 
withdrawn. 

Resolved,  nem.  con.,  Feb.  3,  1798  :  "  That 
John  Burridge,  jun.,  esq.,  being  mayor  at  the  time 
of  the  election,  and  the  proper  officer  to  whom 
the  precept  was  directed,  was  not  capable  of  being 
elected  and  returned  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
same  borough,  and  Mr.  Henley  duly  elected. 

Pari.  \5.  Tbe  committee  found  that  none  of 
the  members  returned  in  the  double  return  were 
duly  elected,  and  that  the  election  was  void. 
Dec.  9,  1780. 

This  town  was,  at  tbe  Conquest,  part  of  the 
demesne  lands  of  the  convent  of  Sherborne,  and 
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probably  so  continued  until  the  13th  of  Edward 
the  First,  when  it  was  annexed  to  the  crown,  and 
thus  derives  the  title  of  Lyme  Regis,  or  King's 
Lyme.  Soon  after  this,  the  king  made  it  a  free 
borough,  and  granted  it  every  privilege  that  fs  en- 
joyed even  by  the  city  of  London,  with  a  court  of 
Hustings,  aod  freedom  from  all  lolls  or  lastage. 
These  privileges  were  confirmed  by  the  succeed- 
ing princes,  and  Edward  the  Second  also  granted 
to  the  bui^essefl  the  town  in  fee-farm,  upon  pay- 
ing S3  marks  every  year  into  the  exchequer.  Iti 
the  reigns  of  Henry  IV.  and  V.  the  Fr^ich 
attacked,  plundered,  and  burnt  it;  upon  wliich, 
the  king  forgave  the  inhabitants  all  their  arrears, 
and  reduced  their  fee4arin  rent  from  £31^  to  £s^ 
which  sum  was,  in  coasequence  of  their  misfor- 
tunes, again  lessened  to  ^3.  6s.  8d.,  which  they 
still  continue  to  pay. 

In  Camden's  time  (James  I.)  it  was  a  small 
inconsiderable  place,  inhabited  by  fishermen  ;  but 
it  has  since  greatly  improved,  and  grown  a  consi- 
derable sea-port.  The  haiiiour  is  esteemed  as 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  English  Channel. 

CajtPO|t4TION. 

The  last  charter  was  granted  by  Wilbam  111,, 
by  which  it  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  who  is  a 
justice  of  peace  during  bis  mayoralty  and  tbe  year 
following ;  and  in  tbe  third  year  he  is  both  justice 
and  coroner.  Here  also  are  a  recorder,  fiftom 
capital  bui^esses,  two  of  whom  an  justices,  a 
town-ctcrk,  and  other  officers. 
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EIGHT  OF  ELBCTION. 

There  having  been  a  contest,  time  imroemorial, 
between  the  corporation  and  the  freeholders  of  the 
borough,  for  the  right  of  election ;  on  the  9|st  of 
May,  1689,  it  was  determined  to  be  in  the  corpo- 
ration and  freeholders.  On  the  28th  of  February, 
1797,  it  was  resolved  to  he  in  the  corporation. 
Ttie  same  question  has  been  twice  agitated  before 
committees  of  the  house  of  commoni,  constituted 
under  the  Grenville  Act.  In  the  lirst  of  tbesey 
Lionel  Dfffell,  esq.,  and  Henry  Har&rd,  esq., 
were  petitioners';  when,  upon  hearing,  it  wa« 
determined  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  the  right  was  in  the  corporation  only  ; 
and  that  the  Hon.  Henry  Fane^and  David  Robert 
Mitchell,  esq.,  the  sitting  members,  were  duly 
elected.  The  right  of  the  freeholders  was  again 
eoatested  at  a  general  election,  J7B4,  and  tried 
before  a  second  comfQiiieeon  the  l^thuf  February, 
t78j),  when  Robert  Wood,  esq.,  and  John  Cator, 
esq.,  were  petitioners,  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Fane, 
and  the  Hon.  T.  Fane,  were  the  sitting  members. 

The  claims  of  each  party  were-tbe  aame  in  both 
petitions;  each  contending  tor  the  right  of  election 
in  the '  freeholders  ot'  the  borough  aa  well  as  the 
corporators  ;  superadding  to  both  the  qualification 
of  residents:  but  in  both  these  cas«s,  as  in  the 
remarkable  one  of  Foole,  the  committees  deter- 
mined, that  an  usage  of  eighty  years  superseded 
the  ancient  right,  which  was  proved  to  have  been 
in  the  freeholders,  the  s»me  as  was  proved  to  be  in 
the  commonalty  of  Foole.     The  capital  burgesses 
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make  -  a  cert&in  number  of  free-men,  resideut  or 
noD-reudeat,  who  elect  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment. 

.  NtTMBEK  OF  TOTESS — 31. 

Ketdrnimg  officer — the  Mayor. 
,  Patron— Earl  of  Westmorland. 

POLITICAI.   CUAEACTER. 

This  may  be  deemed  one  of  those  many  depen- 
dent  boroughs  which  are  wholly  under  the  con- 
trol of  an  individual ;  the  Earl  of  Westmorlani] 
and  his  ancestors  having  bad  the  entire  influence 
in  the  corporation  for  the  last  century. 


WEYMOUTH  and  MELC0M6E  REGIS. 

Wethouth  is  a  sea-port,  borough,  and  market 
town,  situated  in  the  parish  of  Wike  Regis,  Dor- 
setshire, divided  frooi  Melcombe  R^s  by  the  river 
Wye,  8  miles  from  Dorchester,  and  ISl  from 
London  ;  containing  936  bouses,  and  I,S67  inha- 
bitants. Weymouth  formerly  carried  on  a  consi- 
derable trade,  and  was  the  principal  port  of  the 
county,  but  it  is  now  rivalled  by  Foole.  Being 
sheltered  by  the  surrounding  bills,  possessii^  a 
pure  air,  >a  fine  besch  of  sand,  and  a  calm  bay, 
formed  by  a  semi-circle  of  more  than  two.  miles,  it 
is  m^l  adapted  as  a  bathing  place.  The  market 
days  are  on  Tuesday  and  Friday. 

MfiLx^oMBE  Rbois  IB  a  borough  and  market 
town  in  the  parish  of  Radipole,  hundred  of  Colli- 
ford  Tree,  division  of  Dorchester,  Dwset,   197 
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miles  fh>in  Londoo,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Wey,  which  seperatea  it  fcom  Weymouth* 
over  which  river  there  is  a  wooden  bridge  of  seveo- 
teen  arches.  It  contains  493  houses,  and  9,350 
InfaabttaDts,  viz^.  963  males,  and  1,388  females,  of 
whom  4S3  weTB  returned  employed  id  various 
trades.  It  is  united  to  Weymouth  as  a  sea-port, 
corporation,  and  market  town, 

R£PBESENTATITE    HISTORY. 

These  are  situate  in   Dorsetshire,    and   werecamr, 
formerly  two  boroughs,  but  in  Queen  Elizabeth's"'* 
time,   by  Act  of  ParliameDt,  they  were  united* 
which  was  confirmed  in  the  15th  of  James  I. 

Nov.  8,  1597.  Mr.  Bosgrave,  attorney  for  the 
duchy,  reported  :  "  That  the  committee  had  seen 
the  return  of  the  sberiffof  the  county  of  Dorset, 
for  the  electing  into  Parliament  the  burgesses  of 
Weymouth  and  Melcombe  Regis,  formerly  two 
distinct  bwoughs,  whereby  four  bui^esses  were 
duly  elected  and  returned,  but  that  the  bailifia 
had,  besides  elected  two  others,  who  were  not 
duly  returned." 

Ordered :  "  That  the  four  members  so  duly 
dected  and  returned  should  continue  accordingly. 

May  5,  1660.  Mr.  Turner  reported,  touchii^ 
the  double  return  for  the  borough  of  Melcombe 
Regie. 

Ordered:  "  That  Peter  Middletoo,  esq.,  being 
duly  elected,  do  sit. 

Oct.  1^,  1667.  A  petition  of  Micl^  Harrey, 
esq. 

No  determination. 
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Kov.  90.  Serjeant  Cbarltoo  reported,  "  Tha» 
tbe  committee  were  of  opinion  that  Sir  John  Co- 
vtfltry  18  duly  elected,  to  which  the  bouse  screed. 

May  95,  1685.  A  petition  of  Michael  Harvey, 
esq.,  touching  the<electioQ  for  these  boroughs. 

AUo  a  petition  of  the  hreehuldero  of  these  bo- 
roughs to  the  sanoe  effect. 

No  determination. 

Jan.  4,  1697.  Resolved:  "That  there  being- 
information  given  to  Ibis  House  against  Joha 
Knight,  esq.,  a  member  hereof,  in  relation  to  the 
£ilse  indorsement  of  exchequer  bills,  to  which  be 
has  not  given  a  satisfactory  answer  to  this  houae; 
the  said  Mr.  John  Knight  he  committed  prisoner 
to  his  majesty's  Tower  of  London  during  the 
pleasure  of  this  House  :"  and, 

Ordered:  "That  the  chief  governor  of  the 
Tower  do  take  care  that  no  person  be  admitted  to 
discourse  with  or  bring  letters  to  the  said  Mr. 
Knight,  without  orderof  this  House:"  and  further, 

Ordered :  "  That  the  said  Mr.  Koigbt  hare  a 
copy  of  the  said  resolutions,  and  tbat  be  do  give 
his  answ»  thereto  on  Fiiday  mornic^  next." 

Jan.  7.  Ordered,  upon  Mr.  Knight's  request : 
V  That  bis  wife  should  have  leave  to  resort  to 
bim  in  the  Tower." 

-    A  letter  was  then  read  from  Mr.  Knight  to  the 
Speaker  as  follows : 
"  Honourable  Sir, 

"  Being  made  a  close  prisoner  in  tbe  Tower,  by 
"  your  watraut  of  the  4tb  inst.,  and  not  having 
"  the  liberty  of  pen,  ink,  or  paper,  till  last  night, 
"  about  10  o'clock,  when  my  Lord  Lucas,'  uuder- 
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"■  standing  by  the  votes  that  I  was  to  say  some- 
'*  thing  in  answer  to  Mr.  Marriott's  charge,  to- 
"  morrow  being  Friday,  thought  it  reasonable  to 
"  permit  roe  the  uaeofit  ;  Icould  not  apply  myself 
*'  till  this  morning  to  lay  anything  before  the 
*'  House,  which  is  since  done:  and  I  beg  your 
*'  favour,  that  the  inclosed  papers  may  be  com- 
**  municated  to  them.     1  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
**  Jan,  6,  1697-H.  "  John  Knight." 

Upon  the  representation  of  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  chief  governor  of  the  Tower  had  informed  him- 
that  Mr.  Knight  was  very  ill. 

Ordered :  '*  That  the  said  Mr.  Knight's  doctor 
and  apothecary  have  leave  to  resort  to  him  in  the 
Tower. 

Feb.  1,  1697.  Resolved:  "  That  the  said 
John  Knight,  esq.,  being  guilty  of  false  indorse- 
ment of  exchequer  bills,  be  expelled  from  this 
House." 

Dec.  I,  1710.  A  petition  of  John  Ward  and 
Richard  Hatlet,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  An- 
thony Henley,  Maurice  Ashley,  Captain  Little- 
,ton,  aod  William  Betts,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  en- 
due and  illegal  praciiccs,  on  their  own  parts,  and 
the  partiality  of  the  mayor,  who  insultingly  told 
the  petitioDere  "  he  would  shew  them  s  game  at 
all  fours  I"  and  encouraged  his  officers  to  insult 
the  petitioner's  voters. 

Resolved :  **  That  the  petitioners  were  not  duly 
elected." 

**  That  Henry  Henley,  esq.,  and  the  Hon. 
Maurice  Ashley,  are  duly  elected." 
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*'  That  the  election  for  the  said  borough,  of  Mr. 
Littleton  and  Mr.  Betts,  is  a  void  election  :"  and 

Ordered  :  "  That  Edward  Tissard,  mayor  of  the 
said  borough,  being  guilty  of  several  arbitrary  and 
illegal  practices,  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  thp 
sergeant  at  arms. 

March  3,  17)3.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hardy,  knight,  William  Hardy,  John  Ward,  and 
Reginald  Marriott,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
Daniel  Harvey,  esq..  Admiral  Baker,  Captain  Lit- 
tleton, and  William  Betts,  esq.,  by  means  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  and  undue  practices  of 
John  Friend,  mayor  of  the  said  town. 

'  Resolved  :  "  That  James  Littleton,  esq.,  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy,  knight,  William  Hardy,  and  Re- 
ginald Marriott,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected,  and  that 
Daniel  Harvey,  John  Baker,  and  William  Betts, 
esqrs.,  are  not  duly  elected. 

April  28,  1715.  Resolved:  "That  no  free- 
holders of  this  borough,  made  since  the  election 
in  April,  171  li  unless  claiming  by  devise  or  de- 
scent, had  any  right  of  voting  at  the  last  election 
of  members  to  serve  for  this  borough. 

May  3rd.  Resolved :  "  That  all  conveyances 
to  split  and  divide  the  interest  in  any  houses  or 
lands  in  this  borough,  amongst  several  persons,  in 
order  to  multiply  votes  are  illegal  and  void. 

June  3rd.  Resolved :  "  That  those  persons 
who  had  no  right  to  vote  at  the  election  on  Lady 
day,  1710,  and  not  claiming  by  purchase  for  a  va- 
luable consideration  or  by  will  or  descent  since 
that  time,  bad  a  right  to  vote  in  the  last  elec- 
tion." 
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RfsoWed  :  **  That  divers  scandalous  and  illegal 
practices  appearing  to  have  been  lately  carried  on 
in  this  borough,  to  multiply  votes  at  the  last  elec- 
tion ;  and  that  all  such  persons  whose  votes  were 
not  admitted  at  the  deternii nation  of  the  last  con- 
troverted election  for  this  borough,  and  who  have 
not  acquired  a  right  by  descent  or  devise  since 
that  time,  had  a  right  of  voting  in  the  last  election 
of  members  for  the  said  borough. 

May  16,  1726.  It  appearing  to  the  House  by 
a  proper  record  from  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
that  John  Ward,  esq.,  a  member  of  this  House, 
that  information  had  been  exhibited  against  him, 
by  the  name  of  John  Ward,  of  Hackney,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  esq.,  has,  in  the  present 
Easter  term,  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
forgery. 

Resolved  :  **  That  the  said  John  Ward,  esq.,  be 
expelled  from  the  House." 

Pari.  8.  John  Olmius,  esq.,  petitions,  against 
John  Tucker,  asq. 

Pari.  8.  Thomas  Pearce,  John  Olmius,  Richard 
Flumer,  esqrs.,  and  Colonel  Cholmondely,  >vere 
candidates  upon  the  interest  of  Sir  Robert  Wsl- 
pole.  See  a  very  particular  account  in  the  second 
report  thereof,  by  the  committee  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
fo.  1479. 

These  boroughs  were  the  property  of  the  famous 
Bubb  Doddington,  who  was  afterwards  created 
Lord  Melcombe,  in  whose  celebrate^  Diary,  the 
history  of  these  places  form  a  complete  account  of 
the  politics  of  the  times,  when  Sir  Robert  WaU 
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pole.  Lord  Wilmington,  Mr.  Henry  Pelham,  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  the  first 
Mr.  Pitt,  were  ministers.  .These  boroughs  then 
became  the  property  of  Gabriel  Steward,  esq., 
lately  deceased.  Being  in  possession  of  these  bo- 
rouglts,  he  bad  the  lucrative  office  of  paymaster 
of  the  marines,  which  is  ;£6000  per  annum.  This 
gentleman  sold  them  to  Sir  William  Pulteney,  the 
Idte  possessor,  fix>in  whom  they  descended  to  his 
daughter,  and  afterwards  to  his  nephew,  Sir  Jtdin 
Jobnstooe. 

Mclcombe  sent  members  to  Parliament  in  thtt 
reign  of  Edward  III.,  which  was  before  Wey- 
mouth had  the  privilege;  and  in  the  reign  of 
£dward'lll.  it  was  in  so  flourishing  a  state,  that 
it  was  appointed  a  staple  by  act  of  parliament: 
but,  on  account  of  its  quarrels  with  Weymouth, 
its  privileges  as  a  port  were,  in  the  reign  of  Heory 
VI.,  removed  to  Poole  ;  they  were,  however,  re- 
stored by  act  of  parliament  in  the  time  of  Eliza- 
beth ;  and  in  the  next  reign  they  were  confirmed, 
on  condition  that  Melcombe  and  Weymouth 
should  form  but  one  corporation,  and  enjoy  their 
privileges  in  common. 

UNITED    CORPOSATIOKS. 

These  consist  of  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  two  bai- 
Ii0s,  several  aldermen,  the  number  of  whom  it  un- 
certain ;  yet  they  send  four  members  to  Parliament, 
as  if  they  were  distinct  corporatioas.  la  Hcl- 
combe  there  is  a  good  market-place  and  town-ball, 
where  the  members  of  the  corporation,  reaidiag  in 
Weymouth,  come  to  attend  on  fMiblic  business. 
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There  has  been  no  resolution  of  the  House  as 
to  the  express  right ;  but,  upoD  the  trial  of  a  con- 
tested electioB  id  1730,  the  counsel  on  both  sides 
agreed  to  the  followingstatementofthe  right  being 
"  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  burgesses  in- 
habiting in  the  borough,  and  in  persons  seized  of 
freeholds  within  the  borough,  and  not  receiving 
sUmt." 

Number  op  voters. — Thenumbers  have  been 
as  low  as  SOO,  and  as  high  as  SOOO:  but  as  they 
are  now  the  property  of  an  individual,  their  decio 
sion  is  entirely  at  his  pleasure. 

Retdrnino  oppicBR — the  Mayor. 

Fropribtor — Sir  George  Frederic  Johnstone. 

In  the  pension  list  published  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  is  inserted  tlte  following  paragraph  : 

"  Weymouth. — Sir  Wiiisten  Charchil,  now  one 
"  of  the  clerks  of  the  green-cloth,  proffered  his 
"  own  daughter  to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  has  got 
'*  in  boon  £10,000:  has  published  a  print  that  tb«. 
'*  king  may  raise  money  without  parliament/' 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

W^-mouth  and  Melcombe  Regis  have  been 
subject  to  continual  contests  and  petitions  from 
1804  till  the  p^ent  day.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition  <A  Joha 
Arbuthoot,  esq.,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1804>, 
f^ainst  the  return  of  Sir  James  Pulteney,  bwt.^ 
Mr.  Steward,  Mr.  Garthshore,  and  Mr.  Adams.: 
The  case  of  the  petitioner  consisted  almost  entirely 
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in  a  charge  of  occasioaality  against  the  freeholders 
who  voted  for  the  sitting  members.  The  counsel 
for  the  latter,  remarking  that  there  had  never  yet 
been  any  resolution  as  to  the,  right  of  election  in 
this  borough  adopted  by  the  house,  delivered  in  a 
statement  of  a  particular  right  for  which  they 
meant  to  coDtend,  in  the  following  word*.  "  That 
it  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  capital 
burgesses  inhabiting  within  the  borough ;  and  in- 
peTson$  sdzed  of  entire  freeholds  within  the  Maid 
borough;  whether  by  descent,  devise^  or  purchase, 
and  not  split  or  divided,  unless  split  by  descent 
or  devise;  and  not  receiving  alms. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  delivered  in  a 
statement  of  the  right  in  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
m«nt  in  \7iiO,  as  stated  abore. 

The  committee  determined  in  fevour  of  the  state- 
ment  delivered  in  by  the  petitioner. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  determination,  two 
hundred  freeholds  were  immediately  split  into  two 
thousand.  Freeholders  of  Weymouth  were  to  be 
found  in  London,  and  in  almost  all  the  towns  and 
villages  to  the  land's-end  in  Cornwall,  and  in  the 
islands  of  Jersey  andGuertisey,  whence  many  hun- 
dred were  aAerwards  brought  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense to  vote  at  every  election  for  this  borough.  ' 
Some  even  voted  for  the  thirteen  hundredth  part  of 
8  sixpenny  freehold.  Upon  the  death  of  Sir  John 
Johnstone,  father  of  the  present  infant  proprietOFt 
no  less  than  twelve  hundred  freeholds,  created  (at 
occuional  voting*  and  made  for  the  joint  Uvea  of 
Sir  John  Johnstone^  and  the  freeholder,  became 
extinct ;  and  it  cost  more  than  ten  thousand  pounds 
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to  renew  (hd  parcbroents  for  creating  a  new  set  of 
surreptitious  votera,  who  are  made  for  the  joint 
lives  of  Mr.  Ure,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  estate 
of  Sir  John  Frederic  Johnstone,  and  the  nominal 
freeholder. 

The  reader  may,  perhaps,  be  surprised  that  so 
many  persons  can  be  found  to  answer  such  a  time-' 
serving;  and  corrupt  purpose  ;  but  such  is  the  state 
of  political  morality  in  thiscountryj  that  we  have 
seen  numbers  make  interest  amongst  the  attorneys 
employed  for  the  purpose,  to  get  their  names  in- 
serted  in  the  deeds,  that  they  may  partake  of  the 
drunkenness  and  entertainments  that  are  going  on 
upOD  these  occasions. 

William  Williams,  esq.,  and  John  Arbuthnot, 
esq.,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  the  late  Sir 
James  Fulteney  and  others,  which  was  tried  by  a 
committee,  who  reported  to  the  House,  January 
96,  1307i  that  the  sitting  members  were  duly 
elected,  and  that  the  petition  was  not  frirolous  or 
vexatious. 

In  ISldi  the  election  of  Sir  John  Murray.bart^ 
the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wallace,  John  Broad- 
hurst,  esq.,  and  Henry  Trail,  esq.,  was  declared 
void,  on  proof  of  bribery  and  treating,  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  last  three  members,  Sir  John  Murray 
being  at  the  time  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  a  new 
writ  having  been  ordered,  three  other  members 
were  returned  in  their  room  the  15th  of  June, 
1814. 

In  the  hearing  of  the  above  petition  it  appeared, 
that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  a  peer  of  the  realm, 
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had  interfered  in  the  election,  in  violation  of  the 
atanding  ord«9  of  the  House,  a  motioo  to  tb»t 
effect  was  made  in  the  House  against  his  Roynl 
Holiness,  but  negatired  by  the  previous  question. 

BRIDPORT. 

BaiDPOKT  is  a  borough  and  market-town  in  the 
hundred  of  Beaminster,  Dorset,  situated  between 
two  branches  of  the  river  Brit,  which  join  below 
the  town,  and  tail  into  the  sea.  The  town  consists 
of  three  spacious  streets  ;  some  of  the  houses  being 
built  of  stone  and  some  of  brick.  The  East,  West, 
and  South  streets  are  in  the  form  of  a  T,  having 
several  back  lanes  or  passages.  Its  chief  manu- 
faeture  is  in  twine,  sail-cloth,  and  hats :  for  the 
two  former,  it  was  so  noted  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  that  it  was  enacted,  that  atl  the  cordage,  Sec, 
fsr  the  navy,  for  a  limited  time,  should  be  made 
here  or  within  five  miles,  and  no  where  ebe ;  which 
act  was  cenflrmed  for  near  sixty  yean.  This  town 
is  a  great  thorooghfstre  to  the  west  of  England, 
which  causes  its  principal  trade.  It  baa  two  msr- 
ket-dayi,  oo  Wednesday  and  Satur^y,  which  are 
well  supplied  with  fresh  meat,  and  hs  fitirs  ase 
Old  Lady-day,  Holy  Tttunday,  and  DM  Michael- 
mas-day. It  is  nine  milet  from  Lyme  Regis,  six 
from  Beaminster,  and  134$  from  London;  contain- 
ing 987  houses  and  3,tl7  inhabitants,  of  whom 
9,006  were  returned  as  being  employed  tn  trade 
and  manu&ctara. 
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KBPSRSEKTATIVB    HISTOftY. 

Vbothrir  thU  place  was  a  borough  at  the  time 
of  the  ^neral  sarrey  does  not  appear,  but  it  cer- 
taioty  was  one  in  King  Henry  the  Third's  time, 
being  made  so  in  the  -37th  of  bia  reign.  It  baa  re- 
turned m^rabers  to  Pwliament  aince  the  S3d  of 
Ednan]  I. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  9,  1675.  A  Biotion  wa» 
made  Ibal  John  Lord  Russell,  son  and  heir  ap^ 
parent  of  the  Earl  of  Bedibrdi  whether,  being  a 
peer's  eldest  son,  he  ihotlk]  sit  for  this  borough  ; 
and  it  was  ordered  he  should  continue,  according 
'to  ai  former  precedent  of  the  present  earl. 

N.  B.  The  Said  eail  was  the  first  instance  of  a 
peer's  eldest  son  sitting  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. See  Journal,  30th  January,  9rd  of  Edward 
the  Sixths 

Feb.  17,  \695.  A  petition  coneeraiDg  a  corrupt 
election  for  this  borough  in  the  choice  of  Sir  Lewis 
Dy*e. 

No  determioaticHi. 

April  10,  1698.  A  petition  from  Bridpovtitbout 
tbeelectkui. 

—  13.  Renlred  i  "  That  the  c»mm0nalty  io 
general  of  the  borough  of  Bridport,  m  eon.  Dorset, 
ought  to  have  votes  »  the  eleetioB  of  burgesses 
fiw  Parliu»eBt." 

BMohred :  **  That  it  ia  a  void  dection  in  re»pecC 
of  the  want  of  warning  to  the  comnoBalty." 

Feb.  19,  1^77.    Sir  TfaoBaa  Meares  repotted 
from  the  Committee  of  1>ririlcgee,  touching  the 
election  fat  this  borough. 
COS 
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Resolved :  "  That  Geoi^e  Bowermait,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected." 

March  34,  1680.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  Hen- 
ley, bart.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  determi nation. 

May  S3,  168^.  A  petition  of  John  Mitchell 
and  Richard  Broderick,  esqrs.,  against  the  undue 
return  of  Hugh  Hodges  and  Thomas  Chaffe,  esqrs. 

No  report  appears. 
'  March  34,  '1689.     A  petition  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  and  electors  of  this  borough  against 
the  return  of  John  Mitchell  and  Stephen  Evans, 
esq. 

A  petition  of  John  Manley,  sen.  esq,,  against 
the  same  return. 

Resolved:  '*  That  the  sitting  members  were 
duly  elected." 

Dec.  5,  1695.  A  petition  of  Major  John  Man- 
ley  against  the  return  of  Nicholas  Gary,  esq. 

No  report  appears. 

March  31,  1715.  A  petition  of  Peter  Walter, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Strangeways,  esq. 
and  touching  the  right  of  election  for  this  borough, 
representing  that  the  bailiffs  admitted  disqualiSed 
votes,  also  several  who  received  common  alms,  and 
rejected  the  votes  of  Quakers. 

May  5.  Resolved:  "  That  the  right  of  election 
is  in  all  the  Inhabitants,  not  receiving  alms." 

May  10.  Resolved:  "  That  John  Strangeways, 
esq,  is  not  duly  elected." 

«  That  Peter  Walter,  esq.,  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  for  this  borough."  .        t  . 

Oct.  18,  1722.    A  petition  of  William  Bragg, 
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against  the  return  of  Sir  Dewey  Bulkely,  knt, 
and  Peter  Walters,  esq. 

No  determination. 

1797.  A  petition  o{  Alexander  Pitfield  and 
Solomon  Ashley,  esq. :  the  latter  renewed  his  pe- 
tition sessions  9  and  3,  and  aft^wards  withdrew  it. 

Pari.  9.  Several  electors,  petitioners,  withdrew 
their  petitions.. 

Pari.  19.  Robert  Haldane  and  William  Lee, 
eeqrs.,  petitioned,  but  withdrew  their  petition. 

Pari.  16.   John  Petit  Andrews,  esq.  petitioned. 

Pari.  IS.  Thomas  Burgess,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  the  return  of  Charles  Sturt,  esq.,  he  not 
being  possessed  of  estate  sufficient  to  entitle  him 
to  a  seat  in  Parliament;  but  the  petitioner  dying 
before  the  merits  of  the  case  were  heard,  the  pe- 
tition was  disehaiged,  Nov.  30,  1796. 

COBPOSATION. 

It  was  incorporated  by  Henry  VIU.,  and  after- 
wards by  Elizabeth.  By  a  charter  of  James  I., 
two  bailiffs  were  to  be  chosen  annually  by  the 
capital  burgesses,  who  were  to  be  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, including  the  two  bailiffs;  and  the  corpora- 
tion was  empowered  to  choose  a  recorder  and 
town-clerk,  who,  with  the  bailiffs  in  office,  and 
the  two  preceding  bailifis,  were  to  be  justices  of 
the  peace.  By  this  chtirter,  the  corporation  were 
allowed  to  build  a  prison,  to  hare  a  common  seal, 
and  to  hold  lands  and  tenements.  The  bailifis 
were  to  hare  all  fines,  to  hare  two  seigeants  tp 
carry  maces  before  them,  with  other  privilege?, 
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BIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

March  3,  1769.  Resolved:  **  Tbat  tbb  words 
eommonalty  m  ganeral  ektesd  onljr  to  InbidntflRtB 
paying  scot  and  lot. 

lo  the  Poole  case,  the  aaibe  words  have  ftmr 
ttmeft  been  detertltiD^  to  extend  to  the  cdrpora- 
fion  only. 

Nnn^B  or  toteki— 9^0. 

RbTURKiMiQ  OFPicsBS^-tbe  two  Bailifis. 

PATRoti.--Mr.  Sturt  of  Crichell,  and  of  Brown- 
tea  Castle,  ooe  member. 

POLITICAL   CHAKACTKK. 

This  borough,  like  all  others,  ha«  a  statKt  price, 
which  the  vofeiv  call  their  birth*rigbt;  tvrcnl 
candidate*  left  them  at  the  last  electtoo,  in  cod- 
sequence  of  tbeir  demanding  payment  beforehand. 
It  is  not  completely  onder  the  control  of  a  patron 
dven  as  lo  ope  member,  but  the  borough  baft  for 
many  year*  manifested  such  s  partiality  to  the  ft- 
mlly  of  Mr.  Sturt,  ^hat  they  getKrally  return  one 
pf  his  aomination. 

A  vncflncy  happening  in  the  year  1776,  and 
M'-  Sturt  not  tending  a  candidate  so  soon  ss 
they  too  ^nKioosly  expected,  some  of  the  leading 
menof  the  borough  waited  op  the  Hon.  Mr.Car^, 
who  was  then  at  Bridport  upon  a  recruiting  party, 
and  persuaded  him  to  become  their  candklaitfe ; 
but,  lest  be  should  not  be  qualified  for  the  arddous 
task  xx>  which  they  meant  to  appoint  him,  they 
fook  him  to  the  pafwn  of  the  parish  for  c 
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tion.  Haviof  asked  him  «  faw <|iieftti<Mi»  m  ffo- 
rttett  wad  finding  he  aaswcfed  tkeoi  as. « tehoiart 
Jm  wu  declared  dniy  qualified.  He  was  then 
cboMa  for  tbe  borougii.  wbich  ba  actaaUj  coDti- 
Buad  to  npreseot  HBtil  <be  ytt  1780. 


SHAFTESBURY. 

Shaftbsburt,  a  borough  and  flaarkct-lotrn 
conaiiting  of  three  parishes,  id  the  hundred  of 
Redland,  and  divisioii  of  Sherbom,  Dorset,  situ- 
ated on  a  high  hill,  10  miles  from  Blandford,  aod 
101  from  Londoa;  coBtainiog  soa  liouscs  and 
8,1^  iababitonts,  tiz.  863  mfiiek  and  1,396  fe- 
nulest  of  whom  396  wen  chiefly  enipk>y«d  io 
trades.  The  bouses  are  tolerably  well  builL  There 
is  a  neat  town-ball,  in  which  the  quarter-sessions 
are  held.  Water  is  so  scarce  here,  that  tb«  inba- 
bitants  used  to  be  supplied  with  it  from  Melcombt 
and  tbe  grant  for  fetching  their  water  from  that 
villsge  was  for  an  acknowiedgoHiit  of  a  sii^^ular 
kind :  on  the  Monday  before  Holy  ThuTS(ky, 
the  corporation  went  in  proceastoo*  twviog  a  large 
quantity  of  plate  carried  before  thcmi  called  a  prize 
besom,  (similar  to  the  Londoa  garland  on  May- 
day,) dressed  with  flowers  and  peacocks'  feathos. 
When  tbe  procession  arrived  at  the  manor-houset 
the  whole  was  presented,  together  with  a  calf's 
head  and  a  pair  of  gloves,  to  the  lord  or  his  steward, 
who  received  it  with  great  formality,  and  distri- 
buted bread  and  beer  to  tbe  populace,  after  which 
the  plate  was  ^^in  ddivtt«d  to  tbe  mayor,  who 
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rcturned-with  itin  procession  to  the  town.  In  tbe 
.reign  of  Geor^  I.,  a  Mr.  Benson,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  presented  tbe  town  with  en- 
gines, by  means  of  wbieb  tbe  water  was  raised  SOO 
feet  perpendicular,  and  conveyed  to  a  large  cistern 
in  the  middle  of  tbe  town,  from  a  distance  of  two 
miles;  yet  even  this  is  laid  aside,  and  there  are 
several  lai^e  reservoirs  dug  to  preserve  the  raia 
water,  and  the  poor  get  their  living  by  supplyio^ 
the  town  therefrom. 

BEPBESENTATIVE   HISTOBY. 

wiiLb,  VOL     This  borough  has  been  represented  in  Faiiia- 
'"'''    '    ment  since  the  SSd  of  Edward  I. 

Petitions,  &c,     March  19, 1678.    A  petition 
of  Sir  Matthew  Andrews,  kat.,  complainiogofan 
undue  return  of  Mr.  Whitacre. 
'    No  determination. 

June  1,-1685.  A  petition  of  tbe  bui^esses  and 
inhabitants  of  this  borough. 

Petition  rejected. 
■   Junes.     A  petition  of  Sir  Matthew  Andrews, 
kot.,  touching  the  election  of  this  borough. 

No  determination. 
-  Nov.  S6,  1695.  A  petition  of  several  Inhabit- 
ants of  this  borough  against  the  return  of  Edward 
Nicholas,  esq.,  through  the  partiality  of  the  mayor, 
whereby  Sir  Matthew  Andrews  was  illegaily  omit- 
ted to  be  returned.  , 

Feb.  29,  1696.  ■  Resolved :  "  That  the  right  of 
electing  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  tbe 
borough  of  Shaftesbury  is  not  only  in  the  ma^or 
sad  burg^ses  of  the  said  borough," 
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Secondly,  Resolted : '"  That  the  rigbt  of  elect- 
ig  membera  to  seire  id  Parliameat  for  the  said 
orough  of  Shaftesbury,  is  only  in  the  infiobitanU 
f  the  €aid  borough  paying  scot  and  lot." 

And  further,  Resolved:  "  That  Sir  Matthew 
indrews  is  duly  elected  a  bui^ess  for  this  bo- 
>ugb." 

"  That  Edward  Nicholas,  esq.  is  duly  elected. a 
ui^ess  for  tbis'borough:"-  which  resolutions  were 
greed  to  by  the  House. 

March  6,  1713.  A  petition  of  William  Benson 
nd  John  Still,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of  Ed- 
irard  Nicholas  and  Henry  Whitaker,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 

March  Sti,  17 1 5.  A  petition  of  William  Benson 
.nd  Henry  Andrews,  esqrs.,  against  the  return  of 
idward  Nicholas  and  Samuel  Rush,  esqrs. 

April  6.  Resolved :  "  That  Edward  Nicholas^ 
jemuel  Rush,  and.  Henry  Andrews,  esqrs.,  are 
lot  duly  elected." 

Resolved :  "  That  William  Benson,  esq.,  is  dnly 
ileeted  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough :" 
md,  Ordered :  "  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown  do 
ittend,  to  amend  the  said  return,  by  erasing  out 
;he  names  of  Edward  Nicholas,  and  Samuel  Rush, 
)nd  Henry  .Andrews,  esqrs.,  and'  inserting  '  the 
lame  of  William  Benson,  esq.,  as  being  the  only 
burgess  duly  elected.*' 

June  9.  A  petition  of  William  Hearst,-  esq., 
against  the  return' of  Edward  Nicholas,  esq.,  by 
means  of  bribery  and  other  indirect  praottces,-  and 
influencing  the  mayor  of  tbesaid  borough  to  atbait 
many  improper  votes. 
No  determination. 
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Utteh  S,  1716.  A  pBtttkw  of  WiUwto  ttMrat, 
ciq.,  in  lubstuce  the  same  •■  tbe  forni«r. 

RoMlyed:  "That  Edvsrd  Nieholu,  c«q.  » 
dulyeleetAd:"  whicli  w«t«gre«d  to  by  tb«  Httat*. 

Dec.  3,  irifi.  A  petition  of  Sir  £dward  Dm 
Bcrmrie,  .bart.»  against  tbenturo  of  William  Ben- 
son, esq.,  through  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  tlie 
Biayor  of  this  borough. 

'  A  petition  of  several  iababiteuts,  payiqg  scat 
and  lot,  and  electors  of  this  borough,  to  the  sane 
•fleet. 

RetoWed :  **  That  William  Benaott,  esq.,  ia  ooi 
duly  elected." 

ReaotTed :  **  That  Sir  Edward  "Dm  Boverie  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  bcM^ugb:"  which 
rrsolutioDs  being  read  twice,  were  agicsd  to  by 
tbe  House;  and, 

Oitlered :  *•  That  he,  Mr.  David  Soomcr.  tbe 
■ayor  of  this  borough,  being  guilty  of  artutowy 
and  illegal  practices  at  tbe  late  election,  be  takca 
into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  antts." 

Oct.  18,  I7S9.  A  petition  of  Cbarka  Witbw 
and  Clement  Weaig,  esqrs.,  i^inst  the  ntan  of 
Sir  £dward  Des  Boverie,  hart.,  and  fidwani  Ni- 
cholas, esq.,  by  means  of  undue  practices  on  the 
part  of  the  mayorof  the  said  borough,  in  admittia; 
illegal,  and  nAwing  kgal  vote*. 

No  detennination. 

A  petition  of  William  B«nnttj  and  otbeis,  bur- 
gessea  of  th»  borough,  againat  the  sane  returo, 
ebtrpng  the  aaid  parties  with  bribery  and  cotrup- 
tion. 

97tb.    The  petition  was  withdrawn. 
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Jan.  14,  1793.  A  petition  of  Cbaclu  Withui, 
egq.,  in  substance  tbe  same  with  the  fonav. 

No  determination. 

Pari.  8,  Tiiomas  Dnirjr,  egq.,  petitiomd  i^intt 
Pbilip  Bennet,  esq.,  on  his  being  re.electied. 

Pari.  10.  Freser  Honejwood,  esq.,  petitkuied 
against  Mr.  Beckford. 

Part.  14.  Hans  Wintb.  Mortimer,  esq.,  peti- 
tioned. Tbe  committee  not  only  found  bim  duly 
elected,  but  reported  such  notorious  instances  of 
bribery  appaaring^  that  the  House  ordered  Messrs. 
Sylces  and  Rumbold  to  be  prosecuted. 

Pari.  14.  The  Hon.  Bartholomew  Bouverie 
petitioned  against  Mr.  Rous'a  election,  but  the 
committee  found  the  sitting  member  duty  elected. 
February,  1777. 

Pari.  15.  Sir  Gcoijre  Collier,  knt.  and  Hum 
Wintborpe  Mortimer,  esq.  petitioned.  TbeciHD- 
tnittee,  after  a  long  aitting,  foond  that  Sir  ThooMs 
Rumbold  was  not  duly  elected ;  that  Sir  Francis 
Sykes,  bart.,  was  duly  elected ;  that  Sir  Gcoige 
Collier,  knt.,  was  not  duly  elected,  and  that  Hans 
W.  Mortimer,  esq.,  was  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned.     April  9,  1781. 

Pari.  16.  Sir  Thomas  Eumbold,  bart.,  and 
William  Richard  RumboM,  eaq.  petitioned. 

Par).  )7-  Ham  Wioth.  Mortimer  and  William 
Bryant,  esqrs,,  petitioned,  renewed  tbe  3d  and  sd 
Awsions.  The  committee  reported  on  the  l  itb  of 
Marab,  1793,  that  the  sitting  members  were  duly 
elected,  and  that  the  petttioBs  were  not  fnrolous 
or  Texatioos. 

Imp.  Parl.S,  Jmbms  Daihwood,  e^.,  petitioaed 
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Against  Mr.  Hum's  election.  Tried  Fd).  8,  and 
reported  Feb.  10, 1 S03,  by  R.  Baldwin,  esq.,  chair- 
man, R.  Hurst,  esq.,  is  duly  elected,  and  that  the 
petition  of  James  Dashwood,  esq.,  is  not  frivolous 
or  vexatious. 

Imp.  Pari.  3.    petitioned  agaioat  the 

election  of  Sir  Home  Popham. 

A  CASE  OF  BEIBGRY. 

At  the  general  election  1774,  the  late  Sir  Tbo- 
-mas  Rumbold,  bart.,  and  the  present  Sir  Francis 
Sykes,  bart.,  being  returned  to  represent  this  bo- 
rough in  Parliament,  a  petition  waa  presented  by 
Hans  Winthorpe  Mortimer,  esq.,  complaining  that 
the  two  fitting  members,  by  themselves  and  their 
agents,  had  been  guilty  of  many  gross  and  noto- 
rious acts  of  bribery  and  corruptioD,  and  that  the 
returning  officer  had  admitted  persons  not  duly 
qualified  to  vote  for  the  sitting  members,  and  had 
rejected  the  legal  votes  of  others  who  had  teadered 
them  for  the  petitioner. 

BTIDENCE  WAS  GITEH, 

That  money,  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand 
pounds,  had  been  given  among  the  voters,  in  sums 
of  twenty  guineas  a  man ;  and  the  persons  who 
were  entrusted  with  tbe  disbursement  of  this  mo- 
ney, and  who  were  chiefiy  the  magi$trate$  of  tie 
/OMm,  devised  very  singular  and  very  absurd  cootrir- 
ences,in  hopesofbeingthusableto conceal  through 
what  channel  it  was  conveyed  to  the  electors.  A 
person  concealed  under  a  ludicrous  and  fantastical 
disguise,  and  called  by  the  name  of  PitncA,  was 
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placed  Id  a  small  apartment,  and  through  a  hole 
in  the  door  delivered  to  the  voters  parcels^  con- 
taioing  twenty  guineas  each :  upoo  which  they 
were  conducted  to  another  apartment  in  the  same 
house,  where  they  found  another  person  called 
Punch's  secretary,  who  required  tbem  to  sign  notet 
for  the  value  received:  these  notes  were  made 
payable  to  an  imaginary  character,  to  whom  was 
given  the  name  of  Gtenbucket.  Two  of  the  ivit- 
nesses  swore  that  they  bad  seen  Punch  through 
the  hole  in  the  door,  and  that  they  knew  liim  to 
be  Mr.  Matthews,  an  alderman  of  the  town,  and^ 
as  the  counsel  for  the  petitioner  had  endeavoured 
to  prove,  an  agent  for  the  sitting  members. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  proposed 
to  call  Matthews  himself  to  prove  an  alibi; 
but  the  committee  resolved-  not  to  admit  the  evi- 
dence. 

On  the  part  of  the  petitioner,  several  witnesses 
were  called  to  prove  declarations  of  voters,  who, 
at  the  poll,  had  taken  the  bribery-oath,  thatthey 
had  received  Punch's  money. 

The  whole  of  the  evidence  may  be  seen  in  the 
report,  as  it  was  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

On  Tuesday  the  95th  of  April,  1775,  the  com- 
mittee, by  their  chairman,  (Sir  Geoi^e  Yon^ 
bart.,)  informed  the  House  that  they  bad  deter- 
mined— 

First,  *'  That  the  two  sitting  members  were  not 
duly  elected ;" 

Secondly,  *'  That  Hans  Winthorpe  Mortimer, 
esq.,  the  petitioner,  was  duly  elected,  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned. 
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Sir  George  Yonge  alto  reported  irom  ttie  coni- 
mittee,  that  they  had  come  to  acTcral  resolutioiis* 
which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  tbcr 
House;  and  he  accordingly  read  the  report  in  bis 
place,  aod  afterwerda  delivered  it  in  at  the  table, 
where  the  same  waa  read.  The  reaolotions  of  the 
oonmittee  were  as  follows : 

**  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  there 
waa  the  moat  notorious  bribery  and  corruptioo  at 
the  last  election  of  members  to  terre  in  this  present 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Shaftee6ury,  in  (be 
county  of  Dorset." 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  said  bribery  and  corraptloo  reqaire  the  moet 
su'ious  consideration  of  Parliament." 

The  ooBsidentioR  of  the  report  waa  adjourned 
until  Thursday  the  4th  of  May;  and  an  order 
made,  that  the  Speaker  should  not  issue  bit  war- 
rant  for  a  new  writ  for  the  vacant  aeat  until  after 
that  day. 

On  the  ith  of  May,  several  parts  of  the  minutes 
of  the  evidence  taken  bc^xe  the  comnittM  being 
?ead,  both  of  the  resolutions  of  tlie  conmiittee 
vere  unantmoutly  agreed  to  by  the  Uauae;  mad 
it  was  ordered,  that  ths  Speaker  should  sot  issue 
Uswarraat  for  a  new  writ  until  the  Houas  hmi 
procseded  to  take  tbe  miautea  of  the  exsaaioattoa 
before  tbe  committee  into  further  cooaid^atisa; 
Tbeo  passed  the  two  following  itsolations. 

Resolved.  '*  That  it  appeara  to  this  House,  that 
it  is  toe  iftte  Co  proceed  to  take  the  said  ounutea 
inle  foitber  oossideratioii  la  this  scasioa  of  Far^ 
liament." 
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Reserved,  unanimoutly,  "  That  it  will  be  highly 
expedteat  that  the  House  do  proceed  to  take  th* 
•ime  into  conaideration  as  early  as  posaibte  id  tbt 
oext  KEsion  of  FarHament." 

And  it  was  ordered,  "  That  it  be  an  instNCtioii 
to  the  gentlemen  who  are  appointed  to  prepare  aod 
bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  an  act 
made  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  hia  present 
majesty,  «ititled,  *  An  act  to  enable  the  Speakn 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  issue  hia  warrants  to 
make  out  nev  writs  for  the  choice  of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  in  tbe  roomofaucb  members 
at  shall  die  during  the  rsoess  of  Parliament," 

"  That  they  do  make  provision  in  the  said  bill, 
that  no  writ  be  issued  for  tbe  borough  of  Sbftftes* 
Iwry  by  virtne  of  tbe  said  act  during  the  next  re- 
cess of  Parliament." 

That  very  day  leave  had  be«i  given  to  bring  in 
a  Inll,  which  was  afterwards  passed  iato  an  act, 
IS  Geo.  111.,  c.  36 ;  and  it  thereby  provided, 

"  That  if  a  vacancy  happen  furShaftcsbury  during 
the  recess,  tbe  Speaker  shall  not  be  enabled  to 
issue  a  new  writ;  because  that  might  tend  to 
defeat  those  measures  which  it  may  be  proper  t* 
take,  in  consequence  of  the  said  notorious  bribory 
Md  connptioo." 

On  the  9d  of  November  following,  which  waa 
th*  8tb  day  of  tbe  ensuing  session,  all  the  naolo- 
tioas  of  tbe  House  ralatiTe  to  this  cause  were  read. 
Tbe  House  then  came  to  a  resolution  that  tfaey 
wMild,  oQ  t^  1st  of  Febmary,  1776,  take  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  examioatioa  before  th*  conunittee 
into  consideration. 
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At  the  same  time  orders  were  made  sererally 
that  thirteeo  persons  therein  named  should  attend 
the  House  on  that  day. 

And  the  following  order  was  made,  **  That  Mr< 
Speaker  do  not  issiie  his  warrant  for  the  making 
out  a  new  writ  before  the  1st  day  of  February; 
1776." 

The  above  order  was  afterwards  discha^d,  for 
taking  the  same  into  consideration  on  the  14th  of 
the  same  month. 

And  a  similar  order  was  made  for  the  attendance 
of  the  witnesses  on  that  day.  ' 

After  a  great  debate,  od  the  appointed  day,  the 
House  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the 
minutes  of  the  examination.     It  was  then 

Resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  "  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  House,  by  the  minutes  of  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Shaftesbury,  and  which  have  been  laid 
before  this  House,  That  there  was  the  most  noto- 
rious subornation  of  perjury  practised,  and  the 
most  corrupt  and  wilful  perjury  committed  at  the 
last  election  for  members  to  serve  in  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Shaflesbury." 

A  motion,  was  made;  and  the  question  being 
proposed,  "  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  from 
the  said  minutes,  that  Francis  Sykes,  esq.,  was  a 
principal  promoter  and  suborner  of  the  said  cor- 
rupt and  wilful  perjury  ;" 

A  motion  was  made ;  and  the  question  being 
put,  **  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said 
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minutes  be  adjourned  until  this  day  fortnight,  the 
SSth  day  of  this  iDStaDt  February/' 

It  passed  Id  the  negative. 

Resolved,  "That  it  appears  to  this  House, froiri 
the  said  .minutes,  that  Francis  Sykes,  esq.,  was  a 
principal  prouioter  and  suboruer  of  the  said  eor- 
rupt  and  wilful  perjury." 

Resolved,  "  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  from 
the  fiuid  minutes,  that  Thomas  Rumbold,  esq.^ 
was  a  principal  proototeraod  suborner  of  the  said 
corrupt  and  wilful  perjury." 

The  same  resolutions  passed  severally  against 
John  Good,  William  Bennet,  William  Armstrong, 
Matthew  Merrefield,  William  Pope,  and  Thomas 
Hannam. 

Ordered,  "  That  the  attorney-general  do  forth- 
with prosecute  the  said  Francis  Sykes,  Thomas 
Rumbold,  John  Good,  William  Bennet,  William 
Armstrong,  Matthew  Merrefield,  William  Pope, 
and  Thomas  Hannam,  for  the  said  offence." 

Ordered,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in. a 
bill  todiatranchiseand  incapacitate  certain  persons, 
therein  to  be  mentioned,  from  voting  in  electioDS 
of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,,  and  for;  pre- 
venting bribery  and  corruption  in  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Shaftesbury,  in  the  county  of  Dorset ;  and.  that 
Sir  Geow;e  Yonge,  Mr.  Hungerford,  Mr.  W. 
Drake,  jun.,  Mr.  Dashwopd,  Mr.  Annesleyi  Sir 
George  Robinson,  Mr.  Geo.  V.  Veroon,  Mr.  Abel 
Smith,  Mr.  Asheton  Curzon,  Mr.  Sutton,  Mr. 
Holt,  Sir  G^.  Duntze,  Sir  Richard  Worsley, 
L«rd  Guernsey,  Mr.  Geo.  Clive,Mr.  Dunning, 
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and  Mr.  Sei^aot  Adtir,  im  frnpu*  and  bring  in 
the  same."* 

Feb.  31,  1776.  Sir  George  Yougc  presenCed  a 
bili  of  iMapocitatioa,  i^reaablj  to  the  tmler  of 
th«  14th,  whtdb  «a8  receiMd,  read,  and  ordet«4 
ta  be  read  a  saoond  time  on  tbe  4tb  of  March :  &b4 
in  the  mean  time  it  was  ordered  to  be  priated,  and 
cepiea  thareo^  and  «f  the  oidcr  for  tbe  seeond 
nadingi,  to  be  serred  i3»  the  panics  named  in  ic» 
laa^ing  such  copies  at  the  loaC  place  of  their  abode 
to  be  deemed  a  good  servioe. 

Feb.  38, 1776-  A  petition  of  Thofflaa  Rum- 
bold,  e«q.,  was  pteaentcd  to  tbe  House,  pleading 
hw  inooeeoce,  and  praying  that  the  House  would 
grant  him  such  relief  as  they  should  think  meet. 

A  motion  woa  then  made,  "  That  the  order  to 
the  attoraey^-geAeml  for  prosecuting  ThemM 
ftutttbold,  ee<|.»  for  tbe  asid  offence  be  dischargad.' ' 

AftOT  a^  vet-y  warm  debate^  «aA  tbe  qaeatiMi 
being  pat,  it  paned  ia  the  n^HTe^  by  169  agaJtmt 
14S. 

A  ttotioii  was  tbea  made ;  and  tb*  question 
being  put,  "  that  the  petition  of  Thomas  Run- 
b«kt  be  roMmnl  to  tbe  eomoritte*  to  eaqwiM  iato 
fh«t«,  ftfid  repMt  tbe  satte,  with  their  oiHnhm 
tboevpori,  to  the  Houie/'-f 

Thte  liUsffitfB  passed  in  the  native  by  143 
a^aiost  136. 

A  dnilar  petition  fhna  Mr.  Sykce  ahared  the 
tame  ftte,  wftbout  a  divisioQ. 

Mereb  1.  A  petition  of  one  Charles  Piubom, 
•f  the  boHMigb  of  ^afteebuiy>   was  pesented, 

*  iMinialt.  t  Jwinuli. 
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setting  forth,  that  he  was  dedand,  l^  the  bill  of  ' 
incapacitfttion  then  dependiRg,  to  be  disabled  froia 
voting  at  any  election  for  members  to  serve  in 
ParliameiH,  and  alleging  that,  iathe  report  from 
the  committee^  he  was  not  charged  vrifh  bribery* 
or  attempting  any  pelsom  whatsoever.  He  prayed 
therefore  that  he  might  be  heard  by  bie  eoiiiH>«) 
against  that  part  of  the  bill  respecting  him. 

The  same  day  was  presented  another  petitioQ  of 
certatD  peraooB,  on  behalf  of  themselves,  observ- 
ing, that  they  were  disabled  by  the  bill  from  ever 
voting  for  members  ;  that  they  conceived  them- 
selves to  be  thereby  greatly  a^ieved;  and  praying 
that  they  might  be  heard  by  their  counsel  against 
the  bill,  and  that  it  might  not  pass  into  a  taw. 

It  was  ordered  that  these  petitioDs  should  be  on 
the  table  until  the  second  reading  of  the  bill ; .  and 
that  then  the  petitioners,  if  they  should  chink  prO' 
per,  might  be  heard  by  their  counsel  against  it. 

After  several  adjournments  c^the  question,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  bill, 
on  the  18th  of  March  followiag,  the  Hon.  Geoi^ 
Venables  Vernon  being  chairman  ;  and  after  B<Hnv 
time  spent  therein,  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chaif, 
and  Mr.  Vernon  reported—"  That  they  bad  ex- 
amined several  witnesses,  and  bad  made  some 
progress." 

After  some  adjournments,  the  House  again  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee,  on  Friday  the  3d  of 
May,  to  consider  of  the  said  bill. 

And  the  House  continaing,  in  this  manner,  to 
a^oura  to  the  8tfa  of  the  same  instant)  and  after 
the  fvoceedii^  of  that  day,  relalive  to  tbt  bomugh 
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of  Hindon,  the  order  of  tbe  House,  to  proceed  on 
the  incapacitatioa  bill  for  Shaftesbury*  wiu  ordered 
to  he  discharged. 

As  soon  as  the  order  for  further  proceeding  was 
discharged,  it  was  resolved,  as  in  the  case  of  Hin- 
don, That  the  Speaker  thould  issue  his  warrant* 
for  new  writs  to  stipply  the  vacancies  for  both 
places. 

A  second  petition  being  presented  from  Mr. 
Rumbold,  in  the  same  ternaa  as  the  first,  aod  a 
similar  one  from  Mr.  Sykes,  the  orders  for  prose- 
cuting them  was  discharged. 

And  the  orders  for  prosecuting  Good,  Bennet, 
Armstrong,  Merre6eld,  Pope,  and  Hannaro,  were 
also  -discharged. 

While  these  proceedings  were  depending  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Mortimer,  who  had  been 
determined  to  be  duly  elected,  brought  actions 
against  Mr.  Sykes  on  the  statute  of  the  3d  of 
George  II.,  chap.  S4.  lor  tw'ehtv-six  acta  of 
BSiBBBY,'  charged  to  liave  been  committed  pre* 
vious  to  the  election.  The  causes  were  tried  at 
the  assizes  at  Dorchester,  on  the  97th  of  July, 
1776,  before  Sir  James  Eyre  ;  and  the  plaintiff 
had  8  verdict  for  twentt^-two  penalties,  amounting 

to  BLBVENXUODSANO  POUNDS. 
COBPORATION 

Consists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  and  twelve  alder- 
men. 

It  was  a  corporation  by  prescription,  and  had  a 
mayor  and  burgesses  before  the  time  of  ElieabellK 
from  whom  it  had  a  charter;  Which  wts  confirmed 
by  James  and  Charles  it. 
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Feb.  S!),  J695 — is  only  in  the  Inhabitants  pay- 
ing scot  and  lot. 

Number  op  totehs — 350. 

Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

Proprietor — John  Dyneley,  esq.,  attorney  at 
law. 

political  character. 

Notwithstanding  the  bribery  case  which  we 
hare  given  in  the  Representative  History  of  this 
borough,  it  is  not  to  be  concluded  that  the  elec- 
tors of  Shaftesbury  are  more  corrupt  than  the 
voters  in  all  the  rotten  boroughs.  The  same  sys- 
tem of  bribery,  perjury,  and  their  concomitant 
vices,  pervade  the  whole.  Shaftesbury,  Hindon, 
Shoreham,  Cricklade,  Aylesbury,  9rd  Ilchester, 
have  had  the  misfortune  of  being  more  exposed  ; ' 
and  why  some  of  these  boroughs  have  had  their 
elective  rights  thrown  open  to  the  adjoining  hun- 
dreds, while  others  have  escaped  that  punishment, 
is  a  matter  of  surprize  to  every  one,  and  can  only 
be  accounted  for  in  this  way  :  that  those  which 
have  their  elective  rights  extended  were  open  bo- 
roughs, and  sold  the  representation  to  the  highest 
bidder,  while  those  which  have  escaped  with  im- 
punity are  alt  close  boroughs,  and  at  the  dis- 
posal of  an  individual,  who  is  generally  under  the 
influence  of  the  ministry. 

Amajority  of  the  houses  in  thisborough  was  pur- 
chased about  the  year  1774  by  the  late  Hans  Win- 
trop  Mortimer,  esq.,  a  gentleman  who  at  that  time 
possessed  a  fortune  of  six  thousand  pounds  per  an- 
num, and  thirty  thousand  pounds  in  ready  money, 
but  bis  contests  in  this  borough,  and  the  petitions 
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and  law-suits  amJDg  out  of  ibeiB,are  known  to  have 
caused  his  ruin ;  and  after  reptesenting  bfais  place 
in  three  parllameDts,  was  confined  for  some  years 
a  prisoner  for  debt  within  the  walla  of  the  Fleet 
prison. 

Mr.  Bryant,  an  eminant  attorney  in  London, 
about  this  time'  had  purchased  one  hundred  and 
ten  houses  more  in  this  tonm,  which,  added  to 
Mr.  Mortimer's  property,  made  up  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  borough ;  the  rental  of  Mr.  Bryaat'a 
property  being  about  twelve  hundred  pounds  per 
aonum.  The  deranged  state  of  Mr,  Mortimer's 
.  ajfairs  compelled  hjm  to  make  over  bis  estates  to 
trustees,  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  when  the 
Shaftesbury  purchases  were  sold  for  about  ooe- 
third  of  their  original  cost.  Mr.  Bryant,  having 
also  executed  a  trust-deed,  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulties  he  laboured  under  from  a  commitment 
of  a  former  lord  chancellor,  his  property  in  Sbafie»- 
biuy  was  put  up  for  sale  under  the  deed,  by  the 
assent  of  one  trustee  only,  and  sold  for  thirteea 
thousand  tbree  hundred  pounds,  little  more  thaa 
one-thir<d  of  the  original  purchase,  to  a  person  in 
trust  for  the  lat«  Paul  BenBeld,  who  was  accused 
by  the  late  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  House  of  Corn- 
noons,  of  bringing  ipto  that  House  eight  repre- 
sentativea  for  this  late  Nabob  of  Arcot  from  four 
of  these  rotten  boroughs.  Mr.  Burke's  exprep- 
sioa  upon  this  occasioa  ought  never  to  be  foigot- 
ten.  "  The  Honourable  Gentleman  has  intro- 
duced seven  other  spirits  vncae  evil  than  himself." 
Mr.  Benfield  became  the  purchaser  of  Mr.  Mor- 
timer's piDperty  also ;  and  from  t^is  period  to  tbe 
time  of  his  bankruptcy  returocd.  the  two  members 
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for  this  borougb,  but  never  without  opppaition. 
At  the  general  electioD  ia  1796,  the  nuaiberB  on 
the  poll  were, 

For  Paul  BeaSeUl,  wq 334 

Walter  Boyd,  ceq 190 

Jamu  Milaes,  esq 143 

William  Dawsou,  esq 105 

He  was  afterwards  opposed  at  the  eosuiog  ge- 
neral election  by  Mr.  Mortinier  aod  Mr.  Bryant, 
but  without  success. 

Upon  the  bankruptcy  of  Ben6eld,  Boyd,  and 
Co.,  Sir  Mark  Wood  became  the  purchaser  of 
this  borough  ;  but  Mr.  Bryant's  share  of  it  being 
still  uoder  litigation,  and  not  vame  than  about  six 
tliousand  pounds  of  the  purchase-money  being  yet 
paid,  aod  Sir  Mark  Wood  having  offended  the 
town  by  the  manner  in  which  he  treated  the  in- 
habitantB,  though  he  possessed  nearly  all  the 
houses,  Mr.  Richard  Messiter,  an  eminent  attorney 
of  the  borough,  proposed  Edward  Loveden  Love- 
den,  esq.,  formerly  member  for  Abingdon;  and  Mr. 
Bryant  united  with  him  Robert  Hurst,  esq.,  the 
present  member  for  Horsbani.  At  the  close  of  the 
poll*  Sir  Maik  Wood  was  defeated  by  a  miyonty 
of  neatly  two  to  one,  the  numbers  being, 

Mr.  Loveden SU 

Mr.  Hurst SOS 

Sir  Mark  Wood 109 

Mr.  Dashwood 106 

This  Juppened  at  the  general  election  in  lSil!>$ : 
from  that  period  to  tlie  last  general  election  io 
19  IS,  there  bys  been  oontinual  contests  between 
Sir  Mark  Woofl  aod  Uu  or^iginal  owners  of  the  bo- 
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Sir  Mark  Wood,  on  the  8rh  of  February,  1S08, 
agreed  to  sell  to  Sir  John  Nicholland  his  nephew, 
,Roberl  Peter  Dynely,  esq.,  the  wholeoflm  estate 
in  the  borough  of  Shaftesbury  for  50,000/.,  10,000 
of  which  was  to  -be  immediately  paid ;  and  to  pre- 
clude any  difference  between  the  parties,  Sir  Joba 
Nicholl  and  Mr.  Dynely  were  to  take  it  upon  the 
same  title  that  Sir  Mark  Wood  held  the  estates 
by ;  but  this  purchase  is  not  completed,  and  is 
still  in  litigation. 

Sir  John  Nicboll  has  since  got  exonerated  from 
his  share  of  the  purchase ;  and  H.  F.  Dynely,  esq., 
having  died  since  the  agreement  was  made,  his 
brother,  John  Dynely,  esq.,  is  become  his  repre- 
sentative. 

In  IS19,  Mr.  Messiter  proposed  Richard  Bato- 
man  Rubson,  esq.,  and  Hudson  Gurney,  of  Nor- 
wich, esq.,.  Mr.  Dynely,  who  had  purchased  the 
borough  of  Sir  Mark  Wood,  nominated  Charles 
W'etherell,  esq.,  and  Edward  Kerrison,  esq.  Th« 
two  former  were  successful  by  a  small  majority, 
andreturned  accordingly,  but  the  two  latter  were 
seated  ui>on  petition,  by  admitting  several  names 
to  he  added  to  the  poll  of  Wetherell  and  Kerrison 
who  had  not  p»id  the  last  poor-rate,  by  which  the 
poll  was  taken,  and  had  been  refused  by  the  re- 
turning officer  on  that-aecount. 

This  decision  is  at  variance  with  a  similar  ques- 
tion which  arose  in  tbe-Seafbrd  case,  and  all  others 
we  have  met  with;cxcept  in  one  solitary  instance. 

Mr.  John  Dynely  having  agreed  to  purchase 
Mr.  Messiter's  interest,  the  contest  between  the 
two  attorneys  is  at  present  at  an  end. 

The  price  of  votes  in  this  borough  is  still  ten 
guineas  each. 
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CORFE  CASTLE. 


CoRFE  Castle,  a  borough  and  market-town 
in  the  hundred  of  Hasilor,  division  ofBlandford, 
Dorset,  IS  miles  from  Poole,  and  1301  ftom  Lon- 
don ;  containing;  963  houses  and  1,344  inhabitants« 
of  whom  740  were  returned  as  being  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  trade  and  manufacture,  mostly  in  that  of 
clay,  which  is  used  for  the  potteries  in  Stafford- 
shire, and  in  working  stone  quarries.  By  an  enu- 
meration taken  in  179U,  it  appears  to  have  in- 
creased since  that  time  by  95  persons. 

RBPRBSENTATITE  HISTOaV. 

Corfe  Castle  Is  within  the  Isle  of  Purbeck ; 
when  it  became  a  borough  is  uncertain,  'but  we 
learn  from  history,  that  it  had  very  great  privi- 
leges,  for  those  who  had  been  mayors  were  called 
barons.  At  present  the  mayor  ffor  the  time  being, 
and  of  the  preceding  year,  are  justices  of  the  peace. 
It  never  eent  members  to  Parliament  before  the 
14th  of  Elizabeth,  who  granted  it  this  privilege  by 
charter. 

We  must  not  omit  a  small  specimen  of  an  Una- 
nimous election,  which  seems  to  be  of  an  extraor- 
dinary nature,  as  follows: 

"  To   the  right    teorihipfui   our  aisured 

■•  '       '*  Jrinde  Sir  John  ffobert,  knight,  give 
*'  tkesBy  London. 

*'  Right  worshipful  and  our  undoubted  kinde 
"  frinde.,  we  the  maior  and  barons  of  the  borough 
"^  of  .Corff-Castle,  within  the  isle  ofPurbeekin 
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*'  the  county  of  Dorteit  talute  you  m  Chri^. 
*'  Forasmuch  as  at  the  request  of  the  right  vor- 
"  ahip/ul  Sir  Ed.  Coke,  hntght,  his  Majesties  at- 
"  tornetf-general,  we  have  elected,  and  nominated 
"  you  to  he  «ne  of  the  burgesses  of  our  said  hs* 
"  ro*^hi  for  the  service  of  his  Mtyesties  most 
"  high  courte  of  parliament^  and  for  the  other 
"  have  chosen  and  elected  Mm  honest  and  lands 
"  gentleman  Mr.  Edward  Darkhanit  thit  bearer, 
"  a  man  of  sufficient  abiUty  and  livelihood.  Oar 
*'  request  therefore  unto  your  worshipp  is^  that  yon 
"  would  be  well  pleased  to  affoord  /urn  y9ur  kindi 
*'  assistance  in  furtheringe  any  such  motion, 
**  as  might  be  thought  hea^ficialt,  and  for  tkt 
'■'■  goode  of  our  totene,  as  alto  in  movinge  Sir  Ed- 
"  ward  Coke,  that  by  his  good  eouneel  and  diiee- 
"  turn,  a  grauntefrom  his  excelienU  M^/esiie  may 
"  ('f  poffible)  be  hadt  for  the  corroboration  and 
**  confirmation  of  the  awntient  liberties  of  our  bo- 
"  roughs  which  we  hold  by  Charier  ;  vAer«ts  ify^ 
"■  vouchst^e  to  manifest  your  love  to  our  poors  aw- 
*'  poration,  we  shall  have  no  cause  at  ait  to  repn^ 
"  us  of  our  choice  in  electing  you,  but  gratefuUjf 
"■'  to  accept  the  tame,  and  rest  ever  readie,  to  the 
'*  uttmost  of  our  powers,  in  what  we  may,  to  make 
"  requital  as  occasion  shall  be  ministered.  7^ 
*'  commenditige your  self ,  andyour  saioeu-t^airt, 
'*  to  the  blessings  of  the  AUnigititt  doe  most  Amm- 
*'  bUe  take  our  leaves." 

"  CobfF'Caatell.  ihe  xthofMareh,  1603, 
"  Your  worships  unhmowne, 
"  yet  kinde  poorefrimdtst 
"  JoKM  MiLLEit*  Ataiof' 
"  Ahthojiy  Dahid^o- 
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"  William  Browne. 

"  Robert  Abbott. 

"  Robert  Dolling. 

"  Robert  Codd." 

TbfS  letter  is  rq  ioBtance  of  persoDS  in  high 

stations  intermeddliDg  in  the  electioas  of  members 

to  serve  in  Parliament,  which   has  always  been 

looked  upon  as  destructive  to  the  freedom  op 

ELSCTIOK. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  19,  1678.  A  petition 
ofSrr  Natbaniel  Nappier,  knt.,  against  the  return 
of  Peregrine,  Viscount  Dumblain. 

The  question  was,  whether  the  right  of  election 
was  in  the  freeholders  of  lands  or  houses  in  the 
MJd  borough,  paying  scot  and  lot,  or  in  all  the 
householders  generally,  and  whether  the  peti- 
tioner or  sitting  member  had  the  majority — 
when  it  appeared,  that  the  mayor,  being  doubtful 
of  the  right  of  election,  was  informed  by  the  ba- 
rons, that  all  freeholders  paying  scot  and  lot  had 
the  right. 

Resolved :  "  That  Per^riue,  Viscount  Dum- 
blain is  Dot  duly  elected  ;"  and 

"  That  Sir  Nathaniel  Nappiet'  is  duly  elected 
for  this  borough  ;"  to  which  the  House  agreed, 
and 

Ordered :  "  That  Edward  Daekcombe,  mayor 
of  this  borough,  be  sent  for  in  custody  of  the  ser- 
g^nt  at  arms,  to  answer  his  misconduct  in  bis  re- 
turn for  this  borough." 

Dec.  13,  169S.  A  petition  of  Richard  Foune», 
esci.,  ag^nst  the  return  of  William  Culliford,  esq., 
by  means  of  illegal  practices. 
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A  petition  of  Edward  Clavell,  esq.,  against  the 
return  of  John  Banks,  esq.,  by  means  of  several 
conveyances,  multiplied  Votes,  contrary  to  a  late 
act  of  pnrliament. 

Resolved:  "  That  John  Banks,  esq.,  is  duly 
elt'Cted  a  buigess  for  this  borough." 

"  That  WilHam  CulUford  is  not  duly  elected  ;" 
and  ordered  a  new  writ  in  his  room. 

"  That  Richard  Founcs,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elect- 
ed." 

Nov.  10.  A  petition  of  William  Culliford,  esq., 
shewing,  that  he  with  Richard  Founes,  esq.,  were 
again  candidates  ;  but,  by  the  arbitrary  conduct  of 
Henry  Dackombe,  the  mayor,  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive votes  for  the  petitioner,  but  openly  declaring 
himself  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fownes,  did  improperly 
return  the  said  Mr.  Fownes. 

A  petition  of  sevtral  magistrates,  burgesses,  and 
iiihabitiints  of  this  borough,  complaining  to  the 
same  effect. 

Resolved,  "That  Richard  Fownes,  esq.,  isduly 
elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough ;"  which,  on 
the  second  reading,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Jan.  6,  1701.  A  petition  of  divers  electors  and 
others  of  this  borough  against  the  ntayor  of  this 
borough,  in  returning  Richard  Fownes  and  John 
Banks,  esq.,  withoutgiving  due  notice  of  the  time 
of  election. 

No  determination, 

March  30,  1715.  A  petition  of  John  Banks 
and  Richard  Fownes,  esqrs.  against  the  return  of 
Dennis  Bond  and  William  Oakden,  esqrs. 

I'ctition  withdrawn. 
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>ec.  10,  1718.  A  petition  of  Joshua  Churchill, 
.,  against  the  return  of  John  Banks,  esq. 
>ec.  II,  171s.  A  petition  of  John  Banks,  esq., 
inst  the  return  of  Joshua  Churchill,  esq. 
tesoJved  :  "  That  John  Banks,  esq.  is  not  duly 
:ted." 

'  That  Joshua  Churchill  is  duly  elected  a  bur- 
s  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for  this 
■QUgh." 

'  That  it  appears  that  John  Ben6eld,  mayor  of 
s  borough,  is  guilty  of  divers  arbitrary  and  ille- 
practices  in  the  late  election,  and  of  a  contempt  - 
not  obeying  an  order  of  the  committee  for  pro- 
cing  the  charters  of  the  said  borough  in  his  cus- 

ly" 

"  That  William  DowdaU,  late  mayor  of  this  bo- 
ugh, is  guilty  of  the  same  contempt;"  which 
tolutioDs  being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by 
e  House,  and 

Ordered :  "  That  Mr.  Benfield  and  Mr.  Dow- 
II  be  both  taken  iato  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 
arms." 

This  borough  derives  its  name  from  its  castle, 
hich  is  supposed  to  have  been  built' by  £dgar, 
hose^second  wife  Elfrida  toon  made  it  femous  fot- 
le  execrable  murder  of  Edward  the  Martyf ,  son  of 
dgar  by  his  first  wife.  That  youog  prince  passing 
ie  day,  as  he  was  returaing  from  hunting,  near 
orfe  Castle,  where  his  moiher-iD-lafViEHVida  re- 
ded, with  he^  son.Ethelred,  rode  from  his  com- 
any  to  pay  ber  a  visit.  EUrida,  being'  told  that 
le  king  was  at  the  gate,  ran  to  receive  him,  and 
rged  him   very  earnestly  to  alight,   and  con>e 
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in  to  rcrresh  himself:  but,  ««  bis  desiga  was  ooljr 
to  pay  bis  respects  to  her,  as  he  Went  by  her  castle, 
he  would  only  accept  of  a  gplass  of  wtne.  The 
young  king  had  no  sooner  lifted  it  to  his  enoutfa, 
than  a  ruffian,  by  ber  order,  stabbed  him  in  the 
back  with  a  dagger.  Perceiving  himself  wounded, 
be  set  spurs  to  his  horse,  which  soon  carried  him 
out  of  sight;  but  not  being  able  to  keep  hisiaddtf, 
from  loss  of  blood,  be  fell  from  his  horse ;  and  fail 
foot  bRDgidg  in  the  stirrup,  be  was  dragge<d  a  great 
distance  before  his  horae  stopped,  by  the  house  of 
a  poor  blind  woman.  There  the  people  sent  after 
him  by  Elfrids,  and  tracing  him  by  his  blood, 
found  him  dead.  Elfrida,  in  order  to  conceal  thi» 
horrid  deed,  which  was  only  known  to  ber  domes- 
tics, caused  the  r^;al  corpse  to  be  thrown  into  a 
well.  Some  time  after,  Elftida  made  the  ntuil 
atonement,  by  founding  two  BDaneries,  and  taking 
a  religious  habit. 

This  castle  was  a  place  of  great  oonaeqaeDce 
for  many  ages:  for,  when  Simon  de  Montfoif, 
Earl  of  Leicester,  took  Henry  III.  prisoaer.  >b  the 
49d  year  of  his  reigii,  it  was  oiw  of  the  three  for- 
tresses which  be  required  to  be  delivered  up  to 
him  ;  and  it  was  afterwards  chosen  for  the  prrson 
ofKingEdwardll.  It  wasrepaiftd  by  Heary  VII, 
and  was  in  the  possessien  of  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Banks,  the  ancestor  of  one  of  the  present  pn^ 
prietors  of  the  borough,  when  his  lady,  in  the  ciril 
wars,  defended  it  for  Cbwies  IL,  but  it  was  at 
last  plundered  and  demolished  by  the  parHaflieot 
forces. 
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COKPORjLTTOK. 

This  borougfa  was  incorporated,  as  abore,  by 
Elizabeth,  who  caosed  it  to  be  governed  by  a 
mayor  and  eight  but^«sses,  called  barons. 

KI«IIT   OP   ELEOTIOM. 

A{»il  (>,  16^.  Appeared  to  be  in  lessors  for 
yetrfs  paying  Mot  and  lot,  and  also  in  such  persons 
as  bad  the  freehold  in  remsion  upon  such  leases 
for  years. 

March  9,  1700.  Appeared  to  be  in  such  per- 
sons as  hare  an  estate  of  ioheritance,  or  a  lease  for 
years,  determinable  upon  life  or  lives,  paying  scot 
end  lot. 

Jan.  SI,  171S.  ^/>p*ar«if  to  be  in  such  persona 
»  ans  seized  JD  fee,  in  possession  or  revvrsion  of 
my  messuage,  tenement,  or  corporeal  heredita- 
utcat,  in  the  borough  ;  and  in  such  persons  as  are 
tenaats  for  U$t  or  lives  ;  and  for  wantof  such  free- 
bold  in  tcoonte  for  yeara^  determinable  epen  life 
«r  iiv^  paying  aco*:  and  lot,  and  in  them  and  in 
no  others. 

NuMBSE  or  TOTSBs— 14  Msidefftj  and  about 
30  non-raaidMt. 

Rrtvehino  OFBiCBK'^the  Mayor. 
Propxibtoks— Henry  Baakea,  esq.,  atid  the 
Right  Hon.  Nathaniel  Bond. 

POLITICAL  CHARACtaR. 

Thjs  boroi^b,  which  now  consists  of  a  few 
tlntched  cottaget,  is  the  joint  prc^rty  of  the 
lUgiit  Hod.  Nathaniel  Bond,  of  the  Grange,  who 
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wu  made  a  lord  of  the  treasury  in  I  SOI,  andaAer- 
wards  judge  advocate,  from  which  place  he  sooa 
retired  on  a  pension ;  and  Henry  Baokes,'  esq.,'  of 
Kingston  Hall,  both  in  this  oounty. 

Mr.  Calcraft  the  proprietor  of  Wareham,  had 
some  of  the  freehold  voting  houses  in  this  borougb, 
which  he  exchanged  with  Mr.  Henry  Bankes  for 
an  equal  number  of  parchment  votes  in  his  owd 
borough  of  Wareham :  these  two  close  boroughs 
being  only  four  miles  asunder. 


WAREHAM. 

Wasehah,  a  borough  and  market-town,  cob* 
sisting  of  three  parishes,  is  the  hundred  of  Win- 
frith,  and  division  of  Bhndford,  Donet,  situated 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Frome,  where  it  foUt  iato 
Foole  harbour,  10  miles  from  Poole,  and  \15\ 
from  London.  It  is  in  a  very  agreeable  situation, 
on  a  rising  ground,  declining  gently  to  the  soutb, 
wb«e  it  is  washed  by  the  Frome;  tbie  Piddle  passa 
it  at  the  north,  and  both  meeting  tt^ether,  fonnss 
bay  on  the  eaat ;  it  contains  978  houses  and  1,637 
inhabitants.  The  town  consiate  chiefly  of  four 
large.open  streets,  ihtersecting  each  other  at  right 
angles.  It  formerly  had  seventeen  churches,  dov 
reduced  to  three. 

RBPitKSBNTATIVE  H1STOB.Y. 

This  borough  returned  members  to  FaHiomeDt 
the  SOth,  SSrd,  and  8Jth  ofEdward  the  Fint,  and 
5th  and  7tli  of  Edward  the  Second,   and  tb«i 
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made  n«  other  return  till  the  Sii  of  Edward  di« 
Third. 

May  16,  1661.  Sei^eam  Charletoti  repotted 
tbe  optnit>n  of  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  that 
Robert,  Culliford,  esq.,  ought  to  sit,  to  which  th^ 
House  agreed. 

March  15,  1690.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Skya- 
ner,  eeq.,  against  tbe  Return  of  William  Ok«den, 
esq. 

Oct.  6.  Another  petittOD  of  the  said  Thodias 
Skynner,  esq.,  to  the  saitie  effect. 

l>eo.  99.  Resolved  :  «'  That  William  Okeden 
is  duly  elected  for  this  borough. 

In  1718,  there  was  a  double  return  of  John 
Banks  and  Joshua  Churchill,  esqrs.  The  former 
was  found  not  duly  elfeoted. 

Oct.  18,  173S.    A  petition  ofGeorge  Pitt,«aq., 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Bdward  £rule. 
No  determination. 

A  petition  of  Christopher  White  and  Roger 
Seward,  eaqrs.,  magistrates,  and  several  of  tbe  bur- 
gesses, inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  this  borough« 
touching  the  right  of  election,  and  representing 
that  it  hod  beMi  time  oat  of  mind,  "  iti  dil  ike  In- 
"  habUnntt  paying  teol  a»d  lot,  and  trt  tht  Free- 
hotderao/the  aame;"  and  that  by  the  arbitrary 
oonduot  of  Antbony  Trew,  eisq.,  the  mayot  of  thia 
boroughs  in  admitting  abore  300  unqualified  votes 
tor  Hi  Edward  Brule,  bart.,  did  unconstitutionally 
declare  and  return  the  said  Sir  Edward  and  Joseph 
Gascoigne,  esq., -as  being  duly  elected;  and  the 
better  to  ^arry  his  arbitrary  conduct  into  execu- 
tioD,  and.to  intimidate  the  petitioners  from  jufitly 
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repreientiDg  their  grievances  to  him,  gave  orden 
to  the  sei^eant  at  raace  to  read  the  proclamatioo 
agaiDst  riotB  and  unlawful  assemblies,  whereby  the 
petititiooers  were  obliged  to  retire  to  their  respec- 
tive homes. 

No  resolution  upon  the  Journals. 

Firl,  7.  Heory  Ludlow  Coker,  esq.,  petilioner. 

Farl.  8.  Natbaoiel  Gould,  esq.,  petitioner;  re- 
newed sessions  9,  3,  4. 

The  double  return  made  at  the  general  election 
to  the  1 1th  Parliament,  of  John  Pitt  and  William 
A.  Pitt>  esqre.,  was  by  the  House  declared  a  void 
election ;  and  a  new  writ  was  ordered  Dec.  \9, 
1754. 

COBPOBATTON. 

The  present  charter*  which  was  granted  by 
Queen  Anne,  places  the  town  under  the  govern- 
loentofa  mayor,  a  recorder,  six  capital  burgessei, 
and  twelve  assistants.  By  virtue  of  this  estaWisb- 
ment,  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  preceding  mayor, 
are  constituted  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  two 
first,  being  of  the  quorum,  are  impowered  to  hoM 
their  own  sessions. 

The  inhabitants  say  that  Warehaih  rose  out  of 
the  ruins  of  Stourborough,  now  a  village  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Frome,  in  the  Isle  of  Furhw^t 
sod  is  reputed  to  be  the  moat  aocient  boroagh  ^ 
this  county.  It  bad  once  no  less  than  uvtKteeii 
churcheB,  which  are,  however,  now  redoced  to 
ihree. 

BIGHT  Ot  ELECTION., 

Jan.  13,  1661.  Resolved  :  '*  That  the  right  of 
"  election  tbr  the  borough  of  Wareham,  in  the 
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"  couDty  of  Dorset,  is  in  the  Mayor,  Magistrates, 
**  and  Freeholders,  and  all  who  pay  scot  and  lot. 

Jan.  19,  17+7.  Resolved:  "That  the  right  of 
**  election  for  the  borough  of  Wareham,  in  the 
"  county  of  Dorset,  is  only  in  the  Mayor  and  Ma- 
"  gistnites  of  the  said  borough,  am)  in  such  of  the 
*'  Inhabitants  as  pay  scot  and  lot,  and  in  the  Free- 
"  holders  of  lands  and  tenements  there,  who  have 
*'  been,  bon&Jtde,  to  their  own  use,  in  the  actual 
"  occupation,  or  in  the  receipt  of  rents  and  profits 
"  of  such  lands  or  tenements,  for  the  space  of  one 
"*'  whole  year,  next,  before  the  election,  except  the 
^'  same  come  to  such  freeholders  by  descent, devise, 
*'  marriage,  marri^e-settlement,  or  promotion  to 
"  some  benefice  in  the  church." 

NuMBSR  ov  voiEBs — ISO  nominally,  actually 
only  one. 

Kbtubninq  oppioEB-^the  Mayor. 

Fbofsiktor— John  Calcraft,  esq, 

POLITICAL   CHABACTBB. 

The  honour  of  representing  this  borough  was  for 
a  long  time  contested  between  the  Pitt  fomily  and 
Mr.  Drax,  of  Cbarborough,  the  former  of  whom 
were  patrons  of  the  living,  end  possessed  of  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  freeholds ;  the  latter  was  lord 
of  the  manor.  Here  the  modern  system  of  sham 
conveyances  was  prauised  in -its  fiillest  extent. 
Houses  were  divided  into  many  tenements,  and 
the  whole  market-place  parcelled  out  in  different 
allotments,  so  that  the  votes  were  multiplied 
iiithout  numbv.  On  one  occasion  the  contest 
was-so  very  violent,  that  all  the  stamps  in  tha 
.     B  E  3 


jt,Goo(^lc 


COUNTIES,  CITIES,  ANP  BOROUGHS. 

county  were  consumed  io  thq  mock  tmuTet  of 
propetty,  of  which  a  space  of  ground,  scarcely  af- 
fqrijiug  room  for  a  grave,  was  frequently  the  sub- 
ject, aD(l  a  furtbet  supply  wa»  oecessary  to  be 
sent  for  from  the  metropolis.  The  expense  oi 
coDtentioD  increased  with  the  votes,  so  that  the 
fortanes  of  both  parties  appeared  in  daoger.  At 
leiigth,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  sucli 
ruinous  litigiitwBt  the  two  conteodii^  parties, 
§itber  by  eT^pcess  agreement,  or  from  ao  accidentil 
concurrence  of  circuiastancea,  parted  with  the 
whoJ«  of  their  voting  property  to  one  person.  Mr. 
Calcrafl,-  the  late  army  agent,,  an  account  of  vrboae 
tife  is  given  in  the  '*  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  BelJam;," 
-was  the  fortunate  purchwer,  who  has  transmitted 
bis  interest  to  bis  son.  The  inhAbJtants,  like  » 
many  Russian  peasants,  have  quietly  submitted  to 
the  transfer,  being  incapableof  breaking  the  lettm 
with  which  a  long />Tfiifcri)j4Hi«  has  shaskledtbcin! 


COUNTY  OF  OIJRHAM. 

DuBH^MfcCot^NTY  o^  commoirly  cattcd  li* 
^ciVOtf^BfC  o»  LVtr-BifeiWt.  a  QO«Dty  intfaeRCl'i 
oj£  EngjaHd,,  b<nwdt,'d  q»  kk»  cast  by  the  Gemw" 
Qceant,  Oft  tbie  soutlfc  by  tbe  ttviar  Tees,  wkicb  ^' 
'  v.i4es  it  fnofa  Yoritshif^  o»  the-  west  by  Cuaib''' 
land  afHi  VVestmowtandw  ami  on  the  north  by 
North^i  mberlwad,  beiag  3^  miles  long  and  34-  broa(t> 
cout^Hiiog.abou't  61G^OOO  acres  of  land,  of  wbicB 
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300,000  are  generally  arable,  900,000  pasturrigc, 
and  about  110,000  waste.   This  county  comprises 
113  parishes,  containing  one  city,  nine  market- 
towns,  about  930  viUagirs,  and  97,195  houses,  in- 
habited by    160,36!    inhabitants,    being  74,7ro 
males  and  85,591  females,  of  whom  25,203  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  nnd  manufac- 
ture, and  19,9>7  in  agriculture,  Durham  sends  four 
members  to  Parliament,  viz.  two  for  the  counly 
and  two  for  the  city.  It  is  divided  into  four  wards, 
viz.  Chester,  Darlington,  Easlngton,  and  Stockton, 
besides  the  two  districts  called  Norhamshire  and 
Islandshire.    The  market-towns  are  Darlington, 
Stockton,  Sunderland,  Hnrtlepool,  Rishop  Auck- 
Irtnd,    Bnrnard  Castle,    Sedgefield,    Wolsingham, 
Slaindrop,  and  South  Shields.    Its  principal  rivers 
arc  the  Tees,  Wear,  and  Tyne ;  these  and  several 
smaller  streams  abound  with  excellent  trout  and 
salmon.  When  the  RomanA  invaded  England,  this 
county  was  inhabited  by  the  Brigantes.     During 
the  Saxon  Fleptarchy,  it  formed  part  ofthekingdom 
of  Northumberland;  and  when  Christianity  was 
embraced,  th^  kings  of  Northumlierland,  out  of 
devotion,  gave  this  part  of  their  territory  to  St. 
Cnthbert,  and  his  successors,  bishops  of  Lindis- 
farne,  for  ever  ;  which  grant  was  further  confirmed 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  who  also  made  it  a 
county  palatine,  its  bishop  being  invested  with  as 
great  powers  within  his  sec,  as  the  king  is  over  the 
rest  of  the  country.    The  chief  traffic  is  in  coals, 
which  it  produces  most  abundantly,  and  has  a 
great  export  at  Sonderland.    The  total  return  of 
income  under  the  property  tax  for  the  county  of 
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Durham  Id  1806,  was  1,330,364/. ;  the  amountoT 
the  poor  rates  in  IbOS,  at  3$.  4i(/.  JD  the  pouad, 
was  7 1, 66 j/.;  and  the  average  sc^te  of  mortality 
for  ten  years  appears  to  hare  been  to  the  popula- 
tion as  1  to  44]. 

REPBESENTATIVE  HISTOBY. 

This  was  a  county  palatine.  Before  the  statute 
of  Henry  the  Eighth,  they  constituted  justices  of 
assize,  of  oyer  and  terminer,  end  of  the  peace; 
they  issued  out  writs,  and  appointed  offices  bf 
patent,  for  life  or  otherwise,  viz.  receivers  geneni, 
a  constable  of  the  castle  of  Durham,  a  great  cliam- 
berlain  and  under  chamberlain,  secretaries,  stew- 
ards, treasurer  of  the  household,  comptroller,  ibe- 
riff,  &c.  They  had  several  chaces,  fbrests,  parki. 
woods,  &c.,  and  appointed  their  respective  officen 
and  coroners  in  all  the  wards  or  divisions  of  tbe 
county  palatine,  within  which  they  were  admirak 
of  the  seas  and  waters,  and  nominated  their  judgcii 
registrars,  and  commissioners  for  regulating  tbe  mi- 
nagement  of  ihem,  and  directed  commissions  to 
array  detensible  persons  wiihin  the  said  territoiy, 
from  sixteen  to  sixty  years  of  age.  These  privi- 
leges have  been  thiis  cxercisedj  and  several  areio 
still. 

The  bishops'  barons,  who  sat  In  their  parliament, 
were  the  prior  of  Durham,  Hilton  of  Hilton,  Co- 
nyersofStockburn,  BulmerofBranspath,  to  which 
some  add,  Surrfesseof  Dinsdale,  Hansard  of  fiweH' 
wood,  or,  as  some  say,  Ravensworth. 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Lewes,  there  veK 
ciglity-four  knights  reckoned  in  tbe  bishop's  liber- 
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ties  ;  and  there  is,  among  the  old  ro)Is  of  Durham, 
aa  account  of  the  said  parliaments,  and  subsidies 
granted  them,  with  several  acts  of  their  council, 
which  consisted  of  many  noble  and  prudent  per- 
sons, called  barons,  but  not  always  the  same ;  they 
bad  also  their  great  seal,  &c. 

We  have  been  longer  enumerating  these  parti- 
culars, because  here  are  no  nobility  to  treat  of, 
this  county  having  never  given  title  to  aoy,  it 
being  absolutely  vested  In  the  bishop,  who  is  she- 
riff  psramount,  and  appoints  his  deputy,  which 
officer  never  accounts  in  the  Exchequer,  but  makes 
up  his  audit  to  the  bishop. 

It  never  sent  members  to  Parliament  till  the 
31st  of  Charles  the  Second. 

Petitioks,&c.  Jan.  18, 1^9.  Abillwaspro- 
posed  for  levying  6nes  in  the  county  pal&tine  of 
Durham,  and  to  have  two  knights  of  the  shire  sent 
to  Parliament,  but  was  never  put  into  execution. 

July  II,  1610.  Sir  Edward  Burgess  moved  the 
northern  counties  might  have  burgesses,  but  no 
report  appears  thereon. 

April  9i  1614.  Sir  Geoi^e  Selby,  sho-iff  of 
this  county,  being  chosen  a  knight  for  Northum- 
berland, a  question  arose  upon  the  validity  of  the 
electioii ;  and  upon  a  petition  against  him,  the 
House  determined  that  he  was  ineligible. 

May  91 .  Lib,  S.  An  act  was  made  for  knights 
and  burgesses  to  have  a  place  in  Parliament  for 
tlie  county-palatine,  city  of  Durham,  and  borough 
or  town  of  Barnard's  Castell,  alias  Castle  Barnard. 

April  96,  1691.  Lib.  3.  An  act  was  made  that 
tfaecounty  palatine  of  Durham  shall  have  knights, 
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citiMP9,  ftBd  burgfssei,  to  serve  in  tti#  Comuiaiis 
llouae  of  Fqrliameot. 

May  31.  Eeadthr«e  times  9qd  passed.  butiKvc 
reeeived  the  royal  absent. 

Marcb  j3,  163S.  £16.  1.  AQother  act  to  the 
aame  effect. 

M^roh  3A,  1633.  Lib.  e.  Anoihw  net;  t«  the 
Vtme  efiPeot*  committed  to  Sir  John  Savyl*.  Sir 
Henry  F«De,  Mr.  Solicitor,  Sir  Fr«oci»  Seymour. 
Mr.  Raveiucraft,  Mr.  l^pper,  Mr.  Wftioa&n^,  Mr. 
Borwell,  Mr.  Leocy,  Mr.  Kirton,  Sir  Clem.  Throck- 
morton, Mr  Loutber.  Sir  Jo.  Danvers,  Sir  Tbemaa 
M'entworlh,  Sir  Ttiomaq  Ballasia,  kots,,  buig^ases 
ofYorkshiret  North  umber  lund,  Mr.  Lively,  Sir 
Anthony  Forrest,  Mr.  Fetherstone,  kota.,  h/mx^ 
gesafs  of  DevoQ  aod  Cora  wall,  Seqeaot  Hitebam* 
^nd  Sir  Henry  MildmAy--^5'Ar  Cbaw^i^r. 

May  a,  16^4.  Another  act  to  the  ««tne  effect 
as  tbe  pre<?ediag  on«s. 

Tbe  bill  was  enf^rossed,  empowerinfr  tbe  county 
and  city  of  Durham  to  elect  and  send  knights  9rU 
burgesses  to  Parliament,  waa  rettd  a  third  time  and 
passed.  In  tbe  Houae  of  Lords,  it  wai  read  fcwke, 
and  committed,  but  do  re^rt  waa  ever  made,  nor 
did  it  pasa,  nor  is  uiy  mentioa  madcof  it  a^in  till 

Dec.  10,  1667-  Ordered:  *<  That  tbe  biU  for 
electing  member*  to  serve  in  PaKiament  be  read." 

Feb.  S6,  l669u  The  question  being  put,  that 
the  bill  do  pass,  and  on  a  division — yeaa  SOt  «oe« 
6.5 — the  said  bill  was  rejseled,  nor  is  it  agaia  made 
mention  of  till 

Feb.  sa,  l67?t  when  leave  was  given  tobri^  in 
tbe  said  bill. 

March  17.     Resolved:   "That  the  bill,   with 
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endments,  be  engrossed ;"  and  being  resd  a 
rd  time,  it  passed,  and  received  the  royal 

SENT. 

April  U,  \67S.  Tb«^«*  writ^or  this  county 
IS  ordered. 

Mftrch  96,  1679.  A  petition  of  Cbriatopher 
ane,  esq.,  complaining  of  undue  tnd  illegal  prac- 
eea  of  the  sherifiT  of  thi»  county,  in  the  return  ef 
ir  Reben  Eden,  b«rt„  and  John  Teuipeat,  e«q.i 
arlicglarly  settit^  at  libarty  a  gr^  number  of 
opi«h  reciiaanta,  convict,  in  order  to  give  their 
ot«8.— No  report  appears. 

Oct.  19,  1792.  A  petition  of  William,  Lord 
Tiacount  Vaoe,  againat  the  return  of  John  H«d- 
vorthi  oaq.i  by  meana  of  many  arbitrary  and  un- 
varrqntable  practices. 

No  determination. 

POLITICAL   CUARACTEB. 

This  county  has  frequently  been  contested  be^ 
tween  the  influence  of  the  aristoeracy  and  tbfr 
church  on  one  aide,  and  the  independent  intereat 
oil  the  other ;  but  by  an  union  of  the  Earl  of  Dar■^ 
lin|ton  with  the  independent  party,  the  clerical 
influence  has  been  overpowered,  and  th«  county. 
is  at  preaent  represented  by  Lord  Viscount  Bar- 
nardt  son  of  the  Earl  of  Darlington,  and  John 
George  Uambton,  esq.,  the  wealthiest  commoner 
in  this  county.  The  other  leading  interevta  arct 
Sir  John  Eden,  Sir  Thomas  Henry  Liddell,  Sir 
Ralph  Milbank,  Sir  Thomas  John  Clav^ing, 
Mr.  Shafloe,  and  the  Tempest  family.  The  EarL 
of  Strathmore  and  the  Earl  of  Scarborough  have 
also  teats  and,  considerable  estates  in  this  county. 
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DURHAM  CITY. 

Durham  is  the  capital  of  the  county  so  called, 
IS-milesftom  Darlington,  and  960  from  London; 
containing  1,034  houses,  and  7t^90  inhabitants, 
being  3,319  males,  and  4,SIl  females,  of  whom 
1,143  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade 
and  manufacture.  It  is  nearly  surrounded  by  the 
river  Wear,  and  is  supposed  to  bare  been  named, 
from  its  situation.  Dun  Helmet  signifying  a  hill 
surrounded  with  water.  It  is  supposed  to  have 
been  first  built  in  995,  when  the  monks  of  Lindis- 
farne  fixed  upon  this  spot  for  depositing  the  relics 
of  St.  Cuthbert.   The  city  is  about  a  mile  square. 

REPBESBHTATIVE  UISIOEV. 

Petitions,  &c.  April  14,  1675.  A  debate 
arising  concerning  the  issuing  out  writs  for  this 
city  and  county,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Privil^es.    Nothing  further  was  done  till 

Ffb.  95,  1677,  when  Sir  Thomas  Meers  re- 
ported, and  it  was  thereon 

Resolved :  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  make  out 
his  warrant  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  to  issue  forth 
a  writ  for  electing  two  citizens  to  serve  in  Farlia- 
uent  for  this  city. 

May  2'J,  167S.  A  petitionof  William  Tempest, 
esq.,  against  the  undue  return  of  John  Park- 
hurst,  esq. 

Oct.  21.     Petition  renewed. 

April  5,  1713.     A  petition  of  Anthooy  Hall, 
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.  against  the  return  of  Robert  Shaftoe,  esq.,  by 
aos  of  bribery  and  other  illegal  practices. 
^o  determination. 

Dct.  95,  1793.    A  petition  of  James  Montflf^ut^ 
|.  against  the  return  of  Thomas  Conyers,  esc]., 
means  of  divers  corrupt  and  illegal  practices. 
No  determination. 

Part.  7.      Henry   Lambton,    esq.,    petitioner, 
ainst  John  Shaftoe,  esq. 

Pari.  13.  John  Lambton,  esq.,  petitioned 
ainst  Mr.  Gowland's  election ;  and  on  the  1 1  tb 
May,  1763,  the  House  found  the  petitioner 
ily  elected,  and  ought  lo  have  been  returned. 
The  electors  petitioned  against  the  return  ofpeciiw«!i. 
ichard  Wharton,  esq.,  Dec.  7,  1802.  It  was  rc-Hif'  '' 
iwed  Nov.  33,  1803.  The  petition  stated,  that 
:  the  last  election  Ralph  John  Lambton,  Richard 
^barton,  and  Michael  Angelo  Taylor,  esqrs.,  bad 
een  candidates,  and  that  the  two  former  had  been 
itumed ;  that  the  petitioners  had  voted  for  Mr. 
'aylor;  that  Mr.  Wharton,  by  himself  and  his 
gentft,  had  been  guilty  of  treating,  bribery,  and 
orruption,  and  that  his  election  was  void.  A 
ommittee  to  try  this  case  was  appointed  Feb.  8, 
804,  and  on  the  SOth  determined  the  election  of 
vlr.  Wharton  to  be  void.  A  new  writ  was  or- 
lered,  and  Robert  E.  D.  Shaftoe,  esq.,  was  elected. 
Durham  owes  its  origin  to  the  monks  of  Lin- 
iisttiroe,  or  Holy  Island :  these  ecclesiastics  heing, 
with  their  bishop,  £arl  Dolphus,  driven  front 
ihence  by  the.  Danes,  retired  Brat  to  a  small  toH  n 
north  of  Durham,  called  Chester  in  the  Street, 
about  the  year  S83.    Here  they  carried  with  them 
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the  reliques  of  St.  Cuibbert,  their  bishop,  and 
having  cootiDued  there  113  years,  they  removed 
to  this  place  about  the  year  995,  where  they  de- 
posited their  reliques  under  a  small  oratory  built 
with  hurdles  or  sticks,  and  twigs  wattled  together. 
From  this  low  origin,  Durham  rose  so  rapidly^ 
that  in  the  next  century  a  cathedral  was  built, 
and  the  episcopal  see  transferred  from  Chester  in 
the  Street  to  this  city.  A.  D.  10S3,  the  cathedral 
was  pulled  down,  and  a  new  church  erected  upon 
a  larger  and  more  magnificent  foundation.  The 
decorations  of  this  structure  are  said  to  be  richer 
than  those  of  any  other  church  jo  England;  the 
cause  assigned  is,  that  it  has  suffered  less  by  alie- 
pation  of  revenue  than  any  other  cathedral  io  tlw 
kingdom.  Its  present  endowment  was  established 
by  Henry  VIII. 

This  city  is  said  to  have  been  first  incOTporated 
by  llicbard  I.,  when  it  was  governed  by  bailitTs 
a[^ioted  by  the  bishops,  and  afterwards  by  aa 
tlderman  and  twelve  burgesses. 

Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  a  mayor,  aldermen> 
and  common-council ;  but  it  has  since  been  go- 
verned under  a  charter  procured  by  fiiihop  Crew, 
of  Charles  II.,  by  19  aldermen,  a  lecorder,  94 
common -council,  a  towo-clerk,  and  other  officers* 
who  could  hold  a  court-leet  and  court-baron 
within  the  elty,  io  the  name  of  tlie  bbhop  for  the 
time  being.  They  also  keep  a  Pye-powder-coorty 
iosiituted  to  regulate  disorders  at  fitirs. 

The  bishop  being  Earl  of  Sadbei^,  a  small  town 
near  Stockton^  ia  a  temporal  prince ;  be  holds  the 
title  by  barony  ;  he  is  sheriff  paraimmnt  for  tb* 
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jnty,  aad  appoints  his  deputy,  who  makes  up 
>  audit  to  him,  without  accounting  to  the  Ex- 
equer.  He  is  also,  as  count  palatine,  lord  of 
3  city,  and  appoints  all  civil  officers,  and  other 
icrior  magistrates. 
The  corporation  of  Durham  had  been  guilty  of 

naany  illegal  praciices,  as  at  last  to  be  several 
ars  without  a  mayor,  andin  that  imperfect  state 

not  hariog  it  >a  their  power  to  elect  one  accord- 
g  to  the  rajOBtitution  of  the  city.  A  new  charter 
as  repeatedly  applied  for,  but  the  Insfaop  and  the 
d-  corporation  differing  about  its  principles,  it 
as  not  obtained  till  within  these  few  years,  when 
doctor  ^;£rton,  the  last  bishop  but  one,  grantMl 
letn  a  new  charter,  under  which  they  at  present 

By  lUt.  95  Car.  II.,  c.  9.  '*  The  county  palatine 
f  Durham  may  have  two  knights  for  the  county, 
nd  the  city  of  Durham  two  citixens  to  be  bur-' 
'esses  for  the  same  city  .to  serve  in  Parliament,  to 
le  elected  by  writ  awarded  to  the  Lord  Bishop  Of 
>urbam,  or  bis  chancellor  of  the  county^  and 
)recef)t  thereupon  by  the  lord  bishop,  or  his  tem- 
loral  chancellor,  to  the  sheriff;  the  election 
Df  the  knights  to  be  made  hy  the  greater  number 
i>f  freeholders,  as  in  other  counties,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  bingeases  tfv  the  city  of  Durham  to  be 
made  by  the  major  (wrt  of  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
sod  treemen ;  wliich  knights  and  burgesses  shall 
be  ratmrned  by  the  sheriff  into  the  chancery, 
upon  ihe  like  puins  as  the  sheriffs  of  any  Other 
county," 
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HONOBABY    FREEMEN. 

A  contest  happening  between  the  corporation, 
who  adopted  Mr.  Ralph  Cxowland,  and  the  city, 
wbo  supported  Mr.  Larabton,  in  the  year  1763, 
tbe  latter  presented  a  petition  ^;ahiat  an  uodue 
election  of  the  former.  The  petition  slated,  that 
wlien  Mr.  Lambton  and  Mr.  Gowland  offined 
themselves  as  candidates  to  represent  the  said  city, 
*'  that  John  Drake  Bainbridge,  esq.,  was,  tt^tber 
with  several  other  aldermen,  very  strenuous  and 
active  in  soliciting  votes  for  Mr.  Gowland  ;  and 
that  they  aud  their  agents  corruptly  prostituted 
a  public  charity  to  the  purposes  of  influencing  se- 
veral indigent  freemen  ;  and  that  finding  the  incli- 
Bations  of  a  lai^e  majoriiy-of  the  legal  voters  were 
in  &vour  of  the  petitioner,  they  concerted  n  scheme 
of  overpowering  that  majority  by  factitious  votes  ; 
and  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  said  John  Drake 
Bainbridge,  and  severai  other  aldermen  of  the  city, 
long  after  Mr.  Gowland  and  thepelitiooer  had  de- 
clared themselves  candidates,  and  within  a  fen- 
weeks  of  the  late  election,  took  upon  themselves 
illegally  to  displaceoutof  the  common-council  of 
the  said  city  severalof  the  most  substantial  and  re. 
Electable  inhabitants,  and  to  substitute  other  per- 
sons of  inferior  cfawacter  and  station,  whose  only 
rec^mmendatioa  was  tbeir  known  attachment  to 
Mr.  Gowland ;  and  that  on  the  4th  0ct6ber  last, 
the  said  John  Drake  Bainbridge  procured  himself 
to  be  appointed  mayor  of  the  said  city,  and  after 
his  appointment  to  that  office,  continued  the  same 
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and  activity  in  soliciting  votes  for  ttte  sold 
Gowland  ;  and  that  the  said  Joba  Drake 
nbrtdge,  and  several  of  the  aldermen  of  the 
I  city,  having  unduly  garbled  a  commoa- 
ncil  for  their  purpose,  they  proceeded  on 
13th  October  last,  to  make  a  pretended, 
illegral  repeal  of  an  aucient  by-law,  by  which 
le  could  be  admitted  freemen  until  their  ctaim 
I  passed  three  quarterly  guilds ;  a  regulation 
t  was  made  for  the  better  security  of  the  legal 
■men  aud  trading  companies  of  the  city,  and  to 
vent  a  precipitate  admission  of  improper'  and 
]ualified  persons;  and  that  having  thus  ra- 
ided and  got  rid  of  the  aforesaid  by-law,  which 
iild  have  fH^vented  the  execution  of  their 
leme,  some  of  the  aldenoen  above  mentioned, 
the  second  of  November,  which  was  not  a 
■nth  before  the  writ  of  election  issued,  illegaltyi 
i  against  the  consent  of  a  lai^e  majority  of 
fling  companies,  admitted  upwards  of  900  ocea- 
•na\  freemen,  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  en- 
ase  the  poll  for  Mr.  Gowland ;  and  that  the 
rsons  so  admitted  were  strangers  to  the  said 
y,  residing  at  a  distance,  end  most  of  them  un' 
lown  to  the  wardens  of  the  companies,  but  ^tre- 
lous  partizans  of  Mr.  Gowland,  and  under  the 
fluence  of  the  said  hiayor  and  his  confederate 
Jermen  ;  and  alleging  that,  even  after  the  teste 
the  writ  of  election,  and  during  the  very  tidie  of 
.ep<^l,  the  aforesaid  mayor  unduly  admitted  a 
-eat  number,  of  persons  to  the  freedom  of  the  said 
ty,  in  order  to  procure,  at  any  rate,  a  majority  of 
otes  Tor  Mr.  Gowland  ;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
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repeated  appltcattons  were  made  to  tbe  mayor  bv 
the  p«tiiioa«r  and  h»  agents,  for  ao  iaspectioD  of 
the  corporation  gild-book,  and  Tor  a  Hat  of  the 
^etended  freemeh  so  made  and  admitted  aa  afore- 
said, he,  tbe  said  mayor,  refused  both  ;  and  that, 
at  the  late  election,  which  began  oA  the  7tb  of 
December  last,  the  aforesaid  maytn'  illeplly,  and 
contrary  to  his  duiy^  as  returning  officer,  admitted 
the  votes  not  only  of  the  occasional  fhsenion  above 
loeotioited,  but  alao  of  many  other  peraons  who 
•iered,  and  ought  to  have  beeo  admitted  to  vote 
for  tbe  petitioner;  and  that,  DOtwitbfltsndiiig the 
BUn^ier  of  such  oecasloMl  voters  amoooted  to 
Mpmwde  of  300,  yet  the  preteoded  majoriiy  for  tbe 
aittiag  mei»bers  upon  file  cloee  of  the  poll  i*i»  no 
tMK  than  S3 ;  and  tbst^  to  complete  tbe  design 
«f  these  unwarmntable  prsocicee,  the  afoi<esaid 
WiAyot  hatb  uojn^ly,  atid  eootrary  to  the  duty  of 
bis  office,  returned  the  said  Mr.  Qowlsnd  as  duly 
ehfctcd  ittprseeDtstire  for  the  said  city,  aotwitb- 
ftttnding  the  petitMmer  had  a  clear  majofity  of  199 
l^at  vote4  ID  bis  favoar,  and  ought  to  bftve  been 
retarned  Mcordii^ly ;  and  that  Ms  conduct  aa 
mayor,  and  hta  confederates,  is  a  manifest  injustice 
to  <he  petitfoner^  an  o^en  violation  uf  tbe  rights 
and  firanchiseB  of  the  legal  fteetoen  aad  votcm  of 
the  Mid  city,  and  a  daring  infringentent  of  the  or- 
der* of  thie  house,  &c."  • 

Tlie  pethfod  aigacd  by  the  frdecAttri  wa»  also 
retdr  ani  altefed,  **  that  by  those  proceediagt 
of  thw  <aid  laayot  and  his  confederates,  the  peti- 

'  jAiraab,  nl.  uh.  I0&.' 
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era,  and  the  rest  of  the  legal  fVeemes  of  the 
city,  ara  grossly  itxjurad,  and  their  tights* 
rtiea,  and  franchises,  were  grosaly  viol&ted  and 
ided,  &c."* 

hese  petition?  heing  referred  to  a  hearing  at 
bar  of  the  Houte,  upoD  the  4th  May  fi>IIov- 
a  motioD  was  made;  and  the  question  being 
posed,  that  915  persons  made,  or  pretended  ta 
nafle,  free  of  the  city  of  Durham,  since  the 
tb  of  Henry  Lambton,  esq.,  late  member  of 
liament  fcv  the  said  city,  bad  not  s  right  td 
e  ID  the  late  eleotic^  of  a  citijEea  to  SOTve  la 
liament  for  the  said  city. 
The  House,  on  the  following  division,  detctw 
led  in  the  affirmative. 

Yeas 8S 

Noes ,,78 

Majority  for  the  questioB     16 

Mr.  Gowland  was  i)ezt,  on  a  roojtion,  declared 

t  duly  elated. 

And  it  was  resplved,  that  M^orogeoeral  John 

mbton  was  duly  elected  to  sorve  in  that  Parlia- 

!Dt  for  the  city  of  Durham. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  ^^puty  clerl(  of 

e  crown  should  attend  the  House  as  the  next 

oraing,  to  amend  the  return  for  the  said  ci^  of 

urhafu,  by  razing  out  the  naoie  of  Ralph  Gow- 

ad,  esq.,  and  inserting  the  name  of  John  Lamb- 

D,  esq.,  instead. f 

•  Jentuli,  ToL  nix.  106.  t  Ibi^-  ibid.  330.   . 

7ABT  II.  VOL.  I.  F  F 
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Tbus  were  the  rights  of  the  people  (fiumpbant 
6ver  the  illegal  and  arbitrarj  influence  of  totpo- 
rative  authority.  And  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  such  an  abuse  of  municipal  power  in  future, 
the  famous  statute,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Durham  Act,  passed  in  the  3d  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty. By  this  act,  no  person  has  a  right  to  vote, 
"who  has  not  been  possessed  of  their  franchise 
twelve  calendar  months  before  the  first  day  of  the 
election.  This  act  does  not  extend  to  persons 
who  are  entitled  to  their  freedom  <^  right  by  the 
custom  of  the  borough ;  for  such  may  be  admitted 
at  any  time  previous  to  an  election,  or  even  during 
the  polL 

In  Durham,  persoos  acquire  their  freedom  either 
by  birth,  servitude,  or  election,  into  companies  at 
certain  guilds,  holden  by  those  companies. 

CORPORATION. 

The  corporation  of  Durham  consists  of  a  mayor, 
recorder,  13  aldermen,  towH'Clerk,  94  common* 
council,  aod  an  indefinite  number  of  freemen,  Sec. 
'The  comroou-couDciL  are  chosen  flttin  19  incorpo- 
rated trading  companies. 

Number  op  toters— 1900. 

RRTUftMiMo  officer — the  Mayors 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION* 

The  choice  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament 
is  in  the  Corporation  and  Freemen,  resident  and 
noU'resident. 


jt,Goo(^lc 


tMJiuiAH'-crrr. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTBB. 

This  city  had  been  iadependent  for  many  yeaf8» 
and  was  considered  to  be  so  from  the  year  1769, 
when  the  corporation  had  so  basely  epdeavoured 
to  subvert  the  freedom  of  election*  by  making  Slj 
freemen  at  one  time,  toout-oumber  the  indepen- 
dent etectora  in  the  choice  of  a  representative. 

The  respectable  family  of  Lambton  have  repre- 
sented this  city  for  nearly  a  century,  and  we  have 
little  doubt  but  they  may  aspire  to  that  honour 
at  any  future  period  ;  at  present,  however,  the 
church  and  the  corporation  appear  to  have  .aq 
overwhelming  influence ;  and  we  have  seen  an  ad- 
dress from  a  candidate  to  the  electors,  professing 
such  servile  adherence  to  the  doctrine  of  passive 
obedience  and  non-resistance,  that  any  one  would 
imagine  it  proceeded  from  the  court  of  James  the 
Second. 

The  great  number  of  non-resident  freemen  here 
causes  an  enormous  expense  in  bringing  tbem  frmn 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  vote  at  an  election, 
and  is  one  of  those  radical  evils  in  the  present 
system,  which  nothing  short  of  an  effectual  reform 
can  cure,  by  giving  tbem  the  right  of  voting  in 
the  district  where  they  reside. 
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ESSEX. 

Essex,  a  county  of  England,  bounded  oh  the 
north  by  SaSblk  and  part  of  Cambridgestiire,  on 
the  west  by  Hertford  and  Middlesex,  on  the  south 
by  Kent,  and  on  the  east  by  the  German  Ocean, 
being  about  46  miles  long  and  40  broad  ;  contain- 
ing 1,340,000  acres  of  land,  baring  380,000  acres 
chiefly  cultivated  as  arable,  and  830,000  acres  in 
pasturage,  including  41^  parishes,  three  boroughs, 
viz.  Colchester,  Harwich,  asd  Maiden  ;  31  mar- 
ket-towns, viz.  Barliiug,  Biltericay,  Braintree, 
Brentwood,  Chipping  Ongar,  Chelmsford,  Cog- 
geshall,  Dunmow,  Epping,  Grays,  Halsted,  Hat- 
field, Broadoak,  Ingatestone,  Manniogtree,  Ray- 
leigh,  Rocbford,  RumfonJ,  Thaxted,  Wafden,  Val- 
tham,  and  Witham,  which  contain  38,371  houses, 
and  336,437  inhabitants,  being  1 1 1 ,5^6  males,  and 
113,081  females,  of  whom  35,333  were  returned 
as  being  chiefly  employed  in  trade  and  manufiic- 
tory,  and  65,174  in  agrieuhure.  Its  principal  riTem 
■  are  the  Thames,  Stour,  Coin,  Blackwater,  and 
Chelmer:  the  first  forms  the  boundary  between 
this  county  and  that  of  Kent ;  the  Stour  separates 
it  from  Suffolk,  and  falls  into  the  German  Ocean 
at  Harwich ;  the  Lea  separates  it  from  Hertford 
and  Middlesex,  and  falls  into  the  Thames  near 
Blackwall ;  the  Coin  passes  Ualsted  and  Col- 
chester, and  falls  into  the  German  Ocean  seven 
miles  below  ;  the  Blackwater  joins  the  Chelmer 
near  Maiden,  and  afterwards  falls  into  the  seu. 
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ex  hag  a  (fiveistty  of  soil  ancl  iaoe  of  countiy  ; 

soutb-weit  part  coiwists  chiefly  of  Eppio; 
ist  and  its  several  branches:  its  pastut^^  on 

bnnks  of  the  rivulet  Roddeo  produces  that 
oils  butter  which  takes  the  oame  of  Eppmg, 
i  Dorthern  parts  are  more  opeo  and  uneven. 
ivards  the  sea-shore,  in  what  are  called  the 
idreds  of  Essex,  is  excellent  pasturage ;  being 
■act  of  rich  marsh  land,  but  the  inhabitants  of 
}  part  of  the  county  are  much  subject  to  agues: 

northern  part  is  elevated,  and  tolerable  healthy, 
e  chief  manufectores  are  of  cloths  and  8tu0s  ; 
ried  on  principally  at  Colchester  and  in  its 
ghbourhood.  The  county  is  divided  into  19 
ndreds,  viz.  Barnstaple,  Becontree,  Cbaffbrd, 
lelmsford,  Clavering,  Dangie,  Dunmow,  Fresh- 
ill,  Harlow,  Hinckford,  Lexden,  Ongar,  Roch- 
d,  Tendring,  Thurstnble,  Uitlesfonl,  Waltham, 
instree,  aud  Witham,  and  the  liberty  of  Haver* 
!;.  Essex  lies  in  the  diocese  of  London  and  pro^ 
ice  of  Canterbury.  Total  amount  of  income 
ider  the  property  tax,  1806,  3,499,789/. ;  amount 
money  raised  on  the  poor  rates,  1803,  316,688/. 
ing  at  the  rate  of  J«.  11  id.  in  the  pound.  Scale 
'  mortality,  on  the  average  of  10  years,  as  1  to  44 
'  the  resident  population. 

RSPEESENTATITB   HISTOET. 

This  county  has  sent  members  to  Parliament 
nee  the  93d  of  Edward  the  First.  In  the  39d  of 
le  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  Sir  Thomas  Thorp, 
baroDofthe  Exchequer,  represented  this  county, 
nd  was  chosen  Speaker.  In  the  vacation  of 
'arliaroent,  an  action  was  brought  against  him 
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by  theDuke  of  York  for  cettaia  trespasses,  id  wbkh 
heTecovered  )000/.  damages,  and  be  was  taken  in 
execution  for  tfae  same;  upon  which,  the  whole 
House  of  Commons  presented  a  petition  to  the 
King  and  Lords  for  his  enlargement ;  upon  which 
the  Duke  of  York  made  a  representation  to  Par- 
liament. The  matter  was  considered,  and  the 
King  and  Lords  refused  to  discharge  him,  and  the 
Commons  elected  another  Speaker.  This  being  « 
matter  greatly  affecting  the  privil^es  of  Par.> 
liameiit,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  go  into  de* 
tail,  and  have  only  further  to  observe,  that  a  baron 
of  the  Exchequer  was  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in 
the  House  of  Comroons,  and  also,  that  this  pro- 
ceeding was  entirely  under  tbe  arbitrary  influence 
of  tbe  Duke  of  ¥ork>  and  declared  to  be  grievous 
by  Parliamept,  in  the  first  year  of  Henry  VII. 

Petitions,  &c.  Jan.  33,  1683.  A  petition 
of  John  Lamont  Honeywood,  esq.,  against  an  un- 
due election  for  this  county. 

Feb.  96,  —■ — .  A  petition  of  diversgentlemen, 
Ireebolders  of  this  county,  to  tbe  same  effect. 

Resolved :  **  That  John  Worth,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  Parliaipent 
for  this  county ;"  to  which  tbe  House  agreed- 
March  34, .     A  petition  of  Sir  Anthony 

Abdy  and  Sir  Eliab  Harvey,  knts.,  against  the  re- 
'  turn  of  Henry  Mildmay  and  Sir  Francis  Masbam, 
by  means  of  numerous  ill^al  practices  being  ex- 
ercised by  them,  in  conjunction  with  John  La-, 
tDoi)t  Honeywood,  esq.,  tbe  sheriff  of  this  county. 
Oct.  19.  1690-  A  peiitioQ  irom  tbe  same  to  thct 
same  effect. 

No  report  appears, 
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Jan.  17,  1699.  A  petitioa  of  Sir  Etiab  Harrey, 
against  the  return  of  John  Lamont  Honeywood* 
esq.,  by  means  of  the  sheriff  closing  the' poll,  to 
the  exclusion  of  many  of  the  petitioaer'a  voters. 

Resolved  :  "  That  John  Lamont  Honeywood, 
esq.  is  not  duly  elected  for  this  county ." 

Resolved  :  **  That  Sir  Eliab  Harvey  is  not  duly 
elected  for  this  borough ;"  and 

Resolved:  *' That  the  election  is  a  void  elect 
tion." 

The  said  resolutions  being  read  twice,  the  6rst 
resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

June  14,  171^.  Robert  Honeywood,  esq.,  pe^ 
titioned  against  the  return  of  William  Harvey,  e«q. 

The  poll  was— 

For  Mr.  Harvey 3541 

Mr.  Honeywood 9^17  < 

The  petitioner's  counsel  objected  to  1ST  of  the 
sitting  member's  votes,  and  produced  evideace^ 
who  disqualified  143. 

The  sitting  membo^B  counsel  olgected  to  851 
of  the  petitioner's  votes,  and  produced  evidenee-t* 
disqualify  119. 

Mr.  Harvey  was  found  not  duly  elected,  and 
Mr.  Honeywood  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned. 

Pari  IS.  Several  of  the  freeholders  petitioned, 
but  afterwards  withdrew  their  petitions. 

POLITICAL   CUARACIBB^ 

Since  the  expensive  contest  of  the  late  Mr. 
Luther  for  the  representation  qf  this  ^oounty,  the 
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opBtsnt  geatlemen  amoi^t  the  whigi  and  tortes 
bave  contented  tbenwelTes,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
niinous  expense  of  a  county  contest,  with  each 
sending  one  member,  fistex,  like  three-fourths- 
of  the  English  counties,  is,  by  this  compul- 
sory coalition,  deprived,  de  facto,  of  any  r^ 
presentation.  For  upon  every  politifal  divi- 
eion,  the  memberi,  by  dividing  against  each 
•ther,  preserve  so  nice  a  balance,  as  to  give  the 
whole  weight  to  the  nominal  representatives  of 
the  mwam/iB<«  boroughs.  But  frbeo  it  is  con- 
•idered  that  all  the  counties  in  England  send  but 
eighty  representatives,  and  the  decayed  boroughs 
Inwards  ta'fomr  knndrtd,  tbey-«ould  give  no  ef- 
fectual support  to  the  cause  of  the  people  they  re- 
pretent,  wore  their  elections  ever  so  pure,  or  their 
union  ever  so  complete. 

Montagu  BniigDyoereaq.,  has  twiceopposed  ^s 
uinwtural  coalition,  but  tlie  wbigs,  though  acting 
in  nnisoD  with  him  in  political  opinion,  have  with- 
kftU  their  support  Iraa  bim  at  the  contest.  To 
Mcli  a  Atate  bf  patty  accommodation  is  the  county 
representation  reduced,  and  such  is  the  sacrifice 
bf  principle  to  fitttily  interests  and  etectbo  pur- 

pOM. 

The  leading  interests  in  this  county  are.  Lord 
Tisconut  Mayftard,  Lord  Petre,  Lord  foaybroke, 
Mr.  Honeywood,  Mr.  Bramstoo,  Mr.  Western, 
Mr.  Houblon,  Admiral  Harvey,  Mr.  Conyers, 
Sir  William  Abdy,  Mn  Bullock,  Sir  William 
Smith,  Sir  Geocge  Henry  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
esq.  member  for  Norwich,  Mr.  Long-Wetfesley, 
ice.  Sec. 
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CCUnBCFEE. 

At  tbe  close  of  the  p<dl  at  tbe  last  general  «l«c- 
tioD,  in  1819,  the  nombHs  were, 

For  John  Archer  Houhlon,  esq.  1417 
Charles  Callis  Westera,  esq.  19dl 
Montagu  Burgojne,  esq.  .  . .     3^ 


COLCHESTER. 

CoLCHiSTBB,  ft  borough  aDd  mnket-towD  io 
the  hundred  of  Lexden,  Bssex,  pleasantly  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  OBvi^ble  river  Colne,  5\  miles 
from  London.  It  contains  t6  parishes  and  13 
parish  churches,  1,969  houses  and  11,.590  inb*-' 
bitants,  being  5,019  males,  sod  6^08  females,  of 
whom  9,U4  woe  returned  as  beii^  employtd  in' 
trade  and  manufacture,  and  741  iu  agriculture. 

4EPRBSEIITAT1VB    HISTORY. 

This  borough  bas  sent  merobans  to  Parliament 
since  the  93d  of  Edward  the  First.  It  wm  a  bo- 
rough at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest,  and 
ba«  had  many  charters,  which  at  the  revolution 
were  restored,  but  about  the  year  1741,  the  same 
ehart«s  and  pririleges,  thereby  granted  to  the 
town,  were  declared  void. 

PiTiTiONs,  &c.  March  98,  1698.  A  report 
of  an  undue  election  for  this  borough. 

Ko  report  appears. 

June  3,  1685.  A  petition  of  Samuel' Reynolds, 
esq.  touching  the  election  of  this  borough. 

No  report. 
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Jaa  19,  1688.  A  petitioa  of  Sir  Walter  Claiges, 
bart.  complaining  (^  the  uodoe  election  and  return 
of  Mr.  Samuel  R^nolds  and  Mr.  Imbc  Rebow. 

No  determinatioD. 

March  34, 1689.  A  petition  of  Isaac  Rebow, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Edward  Cary,  and  Sa- 
muel Reynolds,  esq. 

Oct.  6,  16'90.  A  petition  from  the  same  to  the 
lame  effect. 

Not.  1 1 .  Retolved :  «  That  Edward  Cary  and 
Samuel  Reynolds,  esqrs.  are  duly  elected  bui^esaes 
for  this  borough. 

Nov.  99,  1695.  A  petitioa  of  several  freemen 
and  burgesses  i^inst  the  return  of  Sir  John  Mor- 
den,  by  means  of  the  mayor  refusing  several  qua* 
Ufied  votes  for  Sir  Thomas  Cook,  the  other  can- 
didate, and  various  other  ill^al  acts  of  the  said 
mayor,  contrary  to  the  tru?  constitutional  spirit 
of  the  rights  of  elections. 

March  38,  I696.  Resolved  :  *•  That  Sir  John 
Morden  is  not  duly  elected." 

"  That  Sir  Thwaas  Cook  is  duly  elected  a. bur* 
gess  to  serve  for  this  borough." 

But  the  first  resolution  being  read  twice,  was 
disc^reed  to. 

Nov.  4,  1709.  A  petition  of  John  Potter,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Isaac  Rebow,  by  means 
of  bribery  and  corruption  at  the  late  election.  Also, 

A  petition  of  several  freemen  and  inhabitants  of 
this  borough  to  the  same  effect. 

A  petition  of  the  free  burgesses  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  this  b(Hough  against  the  return  of  Sir  Tboi 
mas  Cook  by  means  of  the  same  corrupt  practices, 
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Nov.  SI.  R«Mlved  :  "  That  Thomas  Cook  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 

"  That  John  Potter,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elected." 

The  said  resolutiooa  beiug  read  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

RespWed :  "  The  charge  against  Sir  Thomas 
Cook,  a  member  of  this  House,  for  bribery,  is  falsa 
and  groundless." 

Ordered :  **  That  John  Weely,  agent  for  Sir 
Isaac  Rehonr,  for  bis  corrupt  practices,  in  endea- 
vouring to  procure  the  said  Sir  Isaac  to  be  elected 
for  this  borough,  be  taken  into  th&  custody  of  the 
«eigeant  at  arms." 

Resolved  :  *'  That  the  petition  of  several  of  the 
free  burgesses  of  the  corporation  of  this  borough, 
against  Sir  Thomas  Cook,  a  member  of  the  House, 
isfabetnda&mdalouMi"  and. 

Ordered:  *'  That  William  Motte,  jun.,  Arthur 
Wintley,  jun.,  Peter  Brasier,  Edmund  Johnson, 
Thomas  Gr^soo,  William  Freeman,  and  WilliRra 
Leach,  six  of  the  said  petitioners,  be  severaily 
taken  into  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  at- 
tending this  House." 

Jan.  10,  1704.  A  petition  of  Sir  Thoma*  Cook, 
knt.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Thomas  Webster, 
by  means  of  many  undue  and  ille^l  practices. 
Also. 

A  petition  of  Samuel  Guet,  Stephen  Kiosum, 
John  Rayner,  Richard  Daniel,  John  UoyI,  and 
John  B(^gis,  ^inst  the  same  return. 

Dec.  1 1,  1706.  A  petition  of  Richard  Daniel, 
John  Bull,  and  several  others,  against  the  same  re- 
turn.—Ko  determination. 


jt,Goo(^lc 


COUNTIES.  CITIES,  AND  BOROUGHS. 

Dec.  1,  1710.     A  petition  of  WtUiam  Gore 
against  the  return  of  Sir  Isaac  Rebow  and  Sir 
Thomas  Webster,  by  metina  of  indirect  practices. 
Jan.S7,  1711.     Resolved:  "  That  Sir  Tbomaa 
Webster,  bart.,  is  not  duly  elected." 

Resolved :  **  That  the  mayor  CBOOOt  make  fo- 
reigners free  without  the  consent  of  the  mtijc^ty 
of  aldermen  and  common -council." 

Resolved :  "  That  William  Gore,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  bui^ess  for  this  borough ;"  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

'    March  3,  1713.     A  petition  of  William  Gor« 
and  Nicholas  Corseillis  against  the  return  of  Sir 
Thomas  Webster  and  Sir  Isaac  Rebow,  by  means 
of  bribery  and  other  undue  practices. 
No  determination. 

Id  1715.  Nicholas  Corsellis,  esq.  petitioned — 
in  1799  Sir  Isaac  Rebow  petitioned,  which  was 
renewed  the  second  and  third  session;  and  in  1768, 
Sir  George  Cooke  petitioned.  These,  however, 
produced  no  trials. 

In  17^^,  Isaac  Martin  Rebow,  esq.  petitioa«d 
gainst  the  return  of  Charles  Gray,  esq.  The 
petitioner  was  declared  by  the  house  to  be  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned,  Mr. 
Gray  was  found  not  duly  elected,  March  19. 

In  1766,  Alexander  Fordyce,  esq,  petitioned  t 
it  was  renewed  the  second  session,  when  he  re- 
quested leave  to  withdraw  it,  to  which  the  House 
agreed. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Rebow  during  the  recess  of 
Parliament  in  1781  occasioned  a  vacancy  for  this 
borough.     The  candidates  to  supply  it  were  Chris- 
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topfaer  Potter,  esq.  and  Edmund  Afieck,  esq.  (at 
that  time  abroad,)  tbe  former  of  whom  was  returned. 
The  numbers  on  the  poll  were, 

For  Mr.  Potter 639 

Sir  Edmund  Affleck 571 

Some  electors  in  the  interest  of  Commodore 
Affleck  petitioned  against  the  return.  The  com- 
mittee for  the  trial  of  this  petition  met  Feb.  6, 1789. 
After  the  petitioners  had  finished  their  case,  and 
the  sitting  member's  counsel  had  opened  his  de- 
fence, the  latter  called  upon  the  petitioners  to 
{noduce  Commodore  Affleck's  qualification.  (He 
was  at  that  time  likewise  out  of  the  kingdom.) 
The  petitioners  admitted  that  they  had  been  duty 
serred  with  notice  for  that  purpose,  but  declined  to 
produce  it;  and  contended,under  the  circumstances 
of  tbe  case,  it  ought  not  to  be  required  of  them  ; 
that  their  candidate's  continued  afaeence  out  of  the 
realm,  at  and  since  the  election, necessarily  excused 
them  from  complying  with  the  orders  of  the  House 
respecting  the  qualification.  The  sitting  member's 
counsel,  on  the  other  hand,  insisted  upon  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  it ;  and  each  party  maintained  their 
points  in  arguments  at  length.  The  committee 
deliberated  upon  them,  and  resolved  unanimouily, 
**  That  in  the  stage  of  the  proceeding  it  was  not 
necessary  to  inquire  into  the  qualification  of  Com- 
modore Affleck."  The  sitting  membei's  case  then 
proceeded,  and  when  both  were  finished,  the  court, 
after  employing  three  days  in  deliberating  upon 
tbe  merits  of  the  election,  resolred,  **  That  the 
sitting  member  should  not  hie  permitted  to  go  into  ' 
Commodore  Affleck's  qualification,    he    baring 
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been  abroad  at  the  time  of  tbe  electioD,  and  hav- 
ing continued  in  tbe  West  Indies  ever  since." 

The  committee  found  that  Mr.  Potter  was  not 
duly  elected,  but  that  Edmund  Affleck,  esq.,  was 
duty  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned.~-T 
March  4,  1789. 

In  1784,  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  bart.,  petitioned 
^inst  the  election  of  Christopher  Potter,  esq. 
It  stated  that  tbe  petitioner  had  the  majority  of 
I^al  votes,  but  that  the  mayor,  from  partiality  to 
Mr.  Potter,  illegally  rejected  rightful  votes  for  the 
petitioner,  and  admitted  illegal  votes  for  Mr.  Pot- 
ter ;  that  Mr.  Potter  by  these  means,  and  also  by 
bribery,  bad  procured  himself  to  be  unlawfully 
.  returned ;  and  that  a  commission  of  bankruptcy 
was  issued  agaiust  Mr.  Potter,  April  I7i  1733,  and 
that  he  was  thereupon  declared  a  bankrupt,  and 
an  assignment  of  all  his  effects  was  made  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors;  that  at  that  time  he  had 
no  freehold  estate,  and  that  no  more  than  9$.  6<l. 
in  the  pound  had  been  paid,  and  that  tbe<sid  Mr. 
Potter  was  not  capable  of  being  elected  and  re- 
turned. 

The  numbers  on  tbe  poll  for  the  several  candi* 
dates  were. 

For  Sir  Edmund  Affleck 66S 

Mr.  Potter 425 

Mr.  Smyth 416 

The  due  election  of  Sir  Edmund  Affleck  was 
admitted  by  both  parties. 

It  was  found  that  Mr.  Potter,  tbe  sitting  meo- 
I't.  ber,  had  not  given  in  his  qualification.     The  com- 
mittee determined  his  election  to  be  void,  and  a 
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nrvr  writ  was  ordered,  July  5,  1784.  It  was  made 
a  question  before  the  committee,  whether  the 
electioD  of  the  sitting  member  being  adjudged  to 
be  void  for  want  of  a  qualification,  the  petitioner 
could  proceed  to  prove  his  title  to  the  seat,  but  it 
was  not  pretended  that  the  petitioner  had  a  right 
40  be  returned, 

Christopher  Potter  and'  Samuel  Tyssel,  esqrs., 
and  aeveral  of  the  inhabitants  petitioned  ;^inst  Sir 
Kohert  Smyth's  election,  which  was  renewed  the 
second  session  and  tried.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  this  elec- 
tion reported  to  the  House,  March  16, 17Sa,  that 
they  found  the  sitting  member  duly  elected. 

Geotge  Jackson  and  Geoi^e  Tierney,  esqn., 
having  an  equal  number  of  votes,  were  both  re- 
turned in  I78S,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Edmund  Af- 
fleck, and  both  presented  petitions  on  the  occa- 
sion. Tlie  return  stated  specially,  that  Jackson 
and  Tiemey were  candidates,  and  that  each  had 
640  votes  at  the  close  of  the  polU  but  did  not  say 
that  either  was  duly  elected.  Jackson's  name 
stood ^rW  in  the  return,  and  the  committee  (who 
tried  the  case  March  37,  1789)  held  this  return 
not  to  he  within  the  order,  and  then  decided  on 
arguments  drawn  from  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tions on*  both  sides, "  that  Tierney's  counsel  should  ' 
b^in." 

Mr.  Tierney's  petition  stated,  that  Be2a1iel  An-  pmIw"- 
gier,  esq.,  the  mayor  and  returning  officer,  was 
guilty  of  gross  partiality  in  lavourof  Mr.  Jackson; 
that  he  refused  to  permit  the  poll-clerks  to  be 
sworn ;  unnecessarily  and  arbitrarily  adjourned  the 
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pollfortbe  purpose  of  admitting  several  peraeoH  to 
their  freedom  whom  he  afterwards  suffered  toTote 
M^  Jackson;  and  that  Mr  Jackson  had  beeo  guilty 
of  bribery  and  treating;  and  that  by  these,  and 
other  undue  means,  an  equality  of  votes  had  been 
procured  for  Mr.  Jackson  with  the  petitioner,  who 
had  the  clear  majority  of  legal  votes,  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned. 

Mr.  Jackson's  petition  stated,  that  it  was  agreed 
by  the  candidates  that  the  poll  should  close  ten 
minutes  past  seven  precisely :  that  when  tbetimo 
expired  the  petitioner  had  a  majority;  but  that, 
oontnity  to  the  agreement,  a  voter  was  afterwards 
received  for  Mr.  Tierwty,  which  gave  him  an  equa- 
lity of  vote*  with  the  petitioner,  and  that  this  vote 
should  be  struck  from  the  poll ;  that  Mr.  Tierney 
had  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  treating ;  and  that 
Mr.  JacksiHi  had  the  majonty  of  1^1  votes,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned. 
ttJatm.  The  committee  resolved,  April  4,  1789,  {the 
"■  thirty-second  day  of  their  sitting,)  that  Mr.  Tier- 

ney was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  re- 
turtied.  The  report  was  made  April  6,  and.  it  was 
ordered  that  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  should 
amend  the  return,  by  making  it  a  return  of  Mr. 
Tiemey. 

In  179l,George  Tierney,  esq.  petitioned  against 
the  return  of  George  Jackson  and  Robert  Thorn- 
ton, esqrs. 
•tcknia.  On  the  ballot  of  the  committee,  March  31,  to 
••'■P'et-^'  try  the  merits  of  this  petition,  the  coouel  f<»  Mr. 
Jackson  informed  the  House  that  the  sitting  mem- 
bers had  distinct  interests,  and  that  tha  ctiarget 
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contained  in  the  petition  were  distinct;  that 
against  Mr.  Thornton  being'for  bribery,  and  that 
^gaiott-Mr.  Jackson  thu  he  was  ineligible  on  ac- 
ocmnt  of  his. holding  a  peosion  firom  the  crown  ; 
that  the  sittit^  members  had  no  coinmunication 
with  each  other,  and  that,  therefore,  they  desired 
to  appear  as  separate  parties  on  distinct  interests.' 
The  House  permitted  the  sitthig  members  to  ap- 
pear as  distinct  partJea.  - 

April  4,  1791.  the  chairman  reported  to  the 
house  that  the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected,- 
and  that  the  petition  was  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

In  1796)  R>  Shipley,  esq.  petitioned  against  the 
return  of  John  Lord  Moncasterand  Robert  Thorn- 
ton, esq.,  March,  1797.  The  chairman  of  the  com-' 
mitteethot  tried  this  election  reported  to  the  HouSe, 
that  the  sitting  members  were  duly  elected,  and 
that  the  petition  was  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

This  towD,  as  before  observed,  is  the  Colonia 
of  the  Romans ;  that  it  was  a  Roman  town  is  ap- 
parent from  their  being  more  Roman  bricks  in  this 
town  than  in  any  town  in  England.  The  present 
castle  is  said  to  have  been  built  about  the  year 
910^  by  Edward,  son  of  Alfred.  But  others  with 
more  probability,  relate  that  the  town  and  castle 
.  being  found  in  ruins  by  William  the  Conqueror, 
it  was  given  by  him  to  the  femous  Eudo  Oapifeo, 
who  built  the  castle  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  pa- 
lace..  Colchester  appears  from  the  lists  of  mem- 
bers in  Morant's  history  of  this  town,  to  have  sent 
to  FarliaiBCDt  evsr  sioce  SSrd  of  Edward  I. 

FAKT  II.  TOL.  I.  O  Q 
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Cp^PQRATIOV, 

.  This,  tQWB  M  gpvwpcd  hy  a  m&Jr(>^  high  vtcmrd, 
a  r«pQf(}er,  or  h>9  d^uty,  elevQii  aldennca,  a  chaai- 
^rl^i^^  9  tovfH  cl^rk,  e^ht^ea  a«Ai»UBtft  and  ei^h. 
^eq  GfiOvWD  <;PM9cil.  TIk  du^oi  and  aldernm 
fox  t^^,  tiope  tiQJqg',  with  48i  guudiaas.  are  atao  a 
Corpo^tion  fcN(  the  beeefit  of  the  poor.  It  was  ta« 
corporated  by  Wiiliaoi  III,,  aBdafterwftitU  id  1768. 
It  i^  i^  liberty  <4  i^f^)^  o<i!ii tuning  fomr  ward*  tnd 
si>;teef4  pf^^^e^,  w'ii)»AU  and  wiii,bout  the  v«Us. 

CP8?Oe\TIO^  CASK* 

1,01 173^»  oq«  ^IT^^iam.  Smher  executed  a  hand  to. 
tjie  mayor  and  co^mpwlty.  In  1740.  judgSKMs 
oi'owtet  were  piK>iiow^ed  against  all  tbe  p«ffloiis. 
acting  defanto,  e^  majy;or  apd!  aldi«nBcj>  in  Colch«r> 
ter;  all  tiffxfi.  petsons  wen  dpad  l^^fore;  1763..  Aarii 
on  thi?9,th.of  $ept$«ah«r,  176*,  ths  prtwsntctvr- 
t^  wa^  gf9i^e4  aw)  a(ic^pt?d>  to  £«Btwt«NB,  17^ 
the  n,ew;  corpot^^tioa  bn^u^t  an  actip^  of  dotrt  on 
S^bet's  bond  against  hi^e^^uitor. 

The  qu^Jion  was,.  th^ffoKie,  whet^|bQ:pM> 
S|«nt  corppratiop  couId^^inaiataMi^  tho  mttSM  ^  Thi< 
W«^  ioTolved  ia  apotbev  quywtfon— 'Wiwther  tJw 
o^c^iporation  ntas; dissolved  ir.  17^? 

Qif.  this  the  opiqjpn;  (^  Wvl:  MunvfinW  wmt. 
"  Th«  corporation,  is,  not:  dwQlvAcl  bjir  the  judg^^ 
ts^if*:  of  ousfer,'.  and  s^b^AqnenA  dktttha.  of  .tb» 
t^ifypr  and  aldormepft  thoi^.  tbaf.  aw^  wiCbaHt 
their  magistrates.,  T^ip.  q^ntilutioA  i*.  nofe  d«F 
•troycd  and  gone,  their  fonnor  rights  remain. 
TTould  not  a  firMmaiL^  Colcfaeitee  itiU:  icoatimie 
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to  have  a  right  to  common,  or  to  vote  for  member^ 
of  paritament  ^' 

-  **■  I  anetear  upon  priueJples  of  law,  that  the  old 
oMporatiott  was  not  absotniely  dinotved  and  anrri- 
biloted^  tbosgh  they  had  lost  their  magistrate^. 
WbePB  there  is  a  jud^ent  against  the  corpora-* 
tion  itself  the  case  would  be  of  a  different  const- 
duMtioe." 

Tbe  other  justices,  Wilmot,  Yates,  add  Arton, 
concurred  with  bis  lordship. 

KldRT  OF   KLECTIOV. 

March  ^,  1C)96.  The  committee  reported^ 
that  the  right  of  election  for  Colchester  in  EsseXi 
was  agreed  to  be  in  tbesworn  Buigesses,  not  re-' 
ceiving  alms'. 

Jan.  9Ty  1710.  Resolved,  That  the  mayor  of 
rile  borough  of  Colchester,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
cannot  make  f(>reigners  tVee  of  the  said  borough^ 
without  consent  of  the  majority  of  aldermen  and 
Common  council. 

May  6,  1714.  Agreed,  that  the  right  ofelec- 
tlonis  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Common-council 
and  free  Burgesses,  not  receiving  alms. 

Resohredi  That  the  right  of  making  foreignera 
(not  having  arigfitof  ireedoita  by  birth  or  service) 
fretoen  of  the  borough  of  Colchester,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  is  in  the  mayor  and  freebur- 
gesMs  of  the  said  borough,  in  comihon  hall  as- 
aenbted. 

COtlTSH*T  OF    PRITI^tGE. 

March  90;  !7!3;    A  complaint  being  itindR  to 

G  «  3 
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the  House,  that  the  towD-cIerIc  of  the  borough  of 
Colchester,  having  been  served  with  an  ord«  of 
the  committee  of  privil^i^  aod  elections  for  per- 
mittiog  Nicholas  Corsellis,  esq.,  aad  bis  ageots.' 
to  inspect  the  free-school  book,  and  any  public 
books,  charters,  papers,  or  records,  in  order  to  the 
preparing  for  the  hearing  of  the  matter  touching' 
the  election  for  the  said  borough,  before  the  said 
committee,  he  the  said  towD>clerk  had  refused  Che 
same. 

Whereupon  one  John  Summers,  servant  to  the 
said  Mr.  Carsellis,  was  called  in,  and  examined 
at  the  bar,  in  relatioo  to  the  matter  of  the  said 
complaint. 

And  then  he  withdrew. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Glascock,  towo-clerk 
of  the  borough  of  Colchester,  in  the  county  of 
Essex,  having  refused  to  obey  the  order  of  the- 
committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  for  permit- 
ting Nicholas  Corsellis.,  esq.,  or  his  E^nts,  to  in-, 
spect  the  public  books  and  records  of  the  said  bo- 
rough, be,  for  the  said  contempt,  taken  into  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  tbu 
House. 

But  on  the  6tb  of  April,  he  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  reprimanded  on  his  knees,  and  discharged. 

BSIBERV    AND    DISQUALIFICAIIOK. 

April  4,  1784.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  bart.  pre- 
sented a  petition,  alleging,  that  at  the  last  election 
for  the  borough  of  Colchester,  Sir  Edm.  Affleck, 
bart.,  Christ.  Potter,  esq.,  and  the  petitioner,  were 
candidates ;  that  the  petitioner  bad  the  majwity 
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of  legal  votes,  but  that  the  mayor,  from  partiality 
to  Mr.  Potter,  illegally  rejected  rightful  votes  for 
the  petitioner,  and  admitted  illegal  votes  for 
Mr.  Potter ;  that  Mr.  Potter,  by  these  means, 
and  also  by  bribery,  had  procured  himself  to  be 
unlawfully  returned — "  And  thata  commission  of 
bankruptcy  was  issued  against  the  said  Christ. 
Potter,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1733,  and  he  was 
therefore  found  and  declared  a  bankrupt ;  and  on 
the  second  day  of  the  month  following,  an  assign- 
ment of  all  bis  estate  and  effects  whatsoever  was 
made  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors ;  and  that  at 
such  time  the  said  Christ.  Potter  had  no  freehold 
estate  whatsoever ;  and  from  the  estate  and  effects 
of  the  said  Christ.  Potter,  the  petitioner  is  informed 
no  more  than  two  shillings  and  sixpence  in  the 
pound  has  been  paid  to  his  creditors ;  and  for  these 
reasons,  the  petitioner  begs  leave  to  represent  to 
the  House,  that  the  said  Christopher  Potter  had 
not  at  the  time  of  the  said  election,  such  an  estate 
in  law  or  equity,  for  his  own  use  and  benefit  of, 
and  in  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  as  qua- 
lified him  to  be  elected  and  returned  to  serve  as  a 
m«nber  for  the  said  borough,  according  to  the  law 
in  that  behalf  made  and  provided  ;  and  that  the 
said  Christ.  Potter  was  not  capable  of  being 
elected  and  returned." 

Upon  bearing  the  petition,  both  parties  admit- 
ted that  Sir  Edmund  Affleck,  according  to  the 
following  poll,  was  duly  elected. 

For  Affleck 665 

Potter 425 

Smyth 416 

At  the  election,  Mr.  Potter  being  called  upon, 
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4^ivered  in  an  sJQldavjt,  sworti  -bafovA  tlje  juayw, 
of  his  having  a  sufficient  estate. 

The  counsel  proceeded  to  inva]id«te  tbe  electi<in 
lof  Mr.  Potter,  on  the  subject  of  disqualificatiw. 
The^  alleged,  that  he  had  pot  complied  with  88 
George  II.  c.  30,  which  requires  tb»t  all  membfVB 
pf  tbe  Hoyse  of  Commons  (with  ^one  exceptieoff) 
|>efore  tbjBy  presume  to  vote,  or  eit  ip  the  H<NMf , 
^sll  publicly  deliver  in  at  iVe  t^le,  while  t^ 
House  is  sitting,  «  schedule  of  t^ir  qM^ligcatioRf, 
specifying  the  ^jtuatioa*  &c.i  and  ■hall  tak^  8h4 
subscribe  an  oath  of  the  truth  of  tbe  sdiedule. 
The  o»th  is  to  be  enrolled,  and  the  schedule  fi}pd 
ty  the  cler)^ ;  and  tbe  election  of  a  mem^  nat 
complying  with  this  act,  or  not  being  duly  quati- 
|^ed>  shall  be  deolarec)  void,  apd  a  pew  writ  ifsiAs. 

The  counsel  then  referred  to  tbe  io««aRe«p  of 
HonitoD,  Weymouth,  M^deui  and  Bossiaeyi  as 
jcases  ip  point,  proving  tb^t  the  Hou«e  bad  deemed 
)he  election  of  ipembers,  so  refusing,  void. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  member  answered, 
that  Mr,  potter  had  copiplied  vjth  tbe  statute  of 
9  Anpe:  which  requirej^  ai)  oath  of  qua|i3caC)on 
jBt  the  time  t>f  election,  or  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliainenti  by  sweanng  to  bis  qualiflcatipp  vkea 
guested.  And  the  statute  of  33  George  II.  only 
requiring  members,  wAen  th^  takt  t/mr  sefUi,  to 
give  in  apd  swear  to  the  scb^ula  of  their  qnaliH- 
cattons,  he  was  free  froin  the  penalty  of  tb«t.  9ft, 
from  not  having  yet  taken  bis  seat. 

With  respect  to  his  beisig  disqualified  by  bis 
bankruptcy,  this  was  sufficient^  answered,  from 
b)B  having  obtained  a  certificftei  that  might  since 
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liBVti  «nftb1fld  klm  to  acquire  suAbknt  (ifotierty 
for  qualification.  The  allegation,  Ii)b  toutalel 
saM}  ought  to  have  been  such,  as  if  true,  would 
have  conricted  the  sitting  metnb^  of  peijury  in 
hfl  itffidftvit ;  fbt  that  alone  Wo»kl  prote  the  in- 

Supposing  the  sitting  member  to  have  dit- 
obby«j  the  ttaiKlii^  order,  the  poiAt  c(Mitended  for 
irould  not  be  the  cousequenee  of  thlft  construe- 
tten ;  for  tb«  eoaiteel  observed,  that  the  House  of 
Gommoni  cauid  *ot  makv  a  ligtti  dtt^wnHJleation; 
tfaU  «a«  only  to  be  effected  by  the  whole  legisla- 
nin.  He  cbitfceiided,  tb«t  the  cHset  adduced  wwtf 
not  id  pointf  they  were  only  just  examples  of 
pTtotlce  re*p«ctitig  the  order  they  depended  on, 
aod  no  more.  It  was  impossible,  ha  adid,  to  find 
a  ease  so  applicable  to  the  present^  a»to  enable  the 
evmtntttee  to  foUow,  without  oppoaitioD  ftom  Mn 
Potter: 

After  a  atiOTt-reply  from  the  counsel  for  the  pe- 
tittoner,  the  eotnmittee 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  presented  by  Sit 
Robert  Smytb,  hart.,  doet  eontaio  an  express 
charge  of  want  of  qualification  s^aiost  tbe  sit- 
ting member.    . 

Resolved,  That  Cbristopber  Potter,  esq.,  has 
nut  eonplied  with  the  standiitg  order  of  the  House, 
oftheSlstNov.,  1717*  which  rdquifes  «  that  if  the 
qualification  i«  expressly  objected  (o  in  any  peti- 
tion  relating  to  his  election,  he  shall,  withinfifleeA 
days  after  the  petition  is  read,  give  to  tbe  clerk  of 
the  House  of  Commons  a  paper,  signed  by  him- 
self, containing  a  rental  or  particular  of  the  lands, 
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teoemeDts,  aod  hereditaments,  whereby  be  makes 
out  his  qualificatioD." 

"  Determined,  That  the  last  election  of  m^n- 
bers  to  serve  la  Parliament  for-  the  borough  of 
Colchester,  in  the  couoty  of  Bss^x,  is,  so  ^  as 
relates  to  Christopher  Potter,  esq.,  a  vpid  elec- 
tion." 

'  These  resolutions  being  communicated  to  the 
bar,  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  resumed  that 
part  of  their  case  by  which  they  claimed  the  swt 
&r  their  client ;  and  proposed  to  shew  that  he 
had  a  majority  over  Mr.  Potter,  by  disqualifying 
ten  .of  his  votes,  which .  would.  leave  the  number* 
for  Mr.  Potter  4,16,  and  for  Sir  Robert  Smyth  416. 

After  a  fetr  more  obserratioDs  from  the  counsel 
for  the  utting  member,  the  c<HDmittefi 

Resolved,  July  J,  '*  That  the  election  ^Christ. 
Potter,  esq.,  for  the  borough  of  Cqlohester,  faftr* 
ing  been  declared  void,  the  counsel  be  restrained 
from  enteriog  into  any  examination  relative  to  the 
disqualiBcation  of  votes  on  the  poll  for  the  said 
borough  of  Colchester." 

On  the  same  day  the  chairman  reported  to  the 
House,  "  That  the  committee  had  determined,  as 
before  stated,  that  the  election  for  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Colchester, 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  is,  so  far  as  relates  to 
Christopher  Potter,  esq.,  a  void  election." 

A  new  writ  Fss  in  coqse^ttepce  ord^ed  tb  be 
iwued. 


jt,Goo(^lc 


coLCMEfirrmt. 

CORPORATION 

Is  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  town-clerk, 
eleven  aldermen,  eigbteeo  assistants,  and  eighteen 
common-council. 

RIGHT  OP  ELECTION. 

Agreed  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Com- 
mon-council, and  Free  Burgesses  not  receiving 
alms.— May  6,  1714. 

Number  op  voters — 1400. 
■   Returning  officer — the  Mayor. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

-  This  borough  has  derived  a  distinguished  cha- 
racter in  the  annals  of  controversy  and  corruption. 
The  several  contests  between  Mr.  Rebow  and  Mr. 
Fordyce,  the  once  eminent  banker ;  Mr.  Christo- 
pher Potter,  the  contractor,  with  the  late  Sir  Ed- 
mund Affleck ;  and  the  more  receot  oppositions 
between  Mr.  Tiemey  -  and  Sir  George  Jackson, 
hftve  produced  some  very  curious  anecdotes, 
which,  if  the  compass  of  our  work  would  admit  us 
to  relate,  must  create  a  blush  even  on  the  face  of 
political  profligacy.  Sir  Thomas  Webster  having 
represented  this  town,  in  what  was  called  the  pen- 
sioned Parliament  of  Charles  IL,  becathe  so  dis- 
gusted with  the  parliamentary  depravity  of  that 
body,  as  to  take  a  resolution  to  abandon  them  and 
thecause  of  tfaepec^le  in  that  House,  where  he 
saw  no  possibility  of  either  opposing  the  despotic 
measures  of  the  court,  or  of  supporting  the  liberties 
of  ills  country.  He  wrote  accordingly  a  letter  to 
his  constituents- on  the  election  of  the  first  Parlia- 
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mentof  James  11,  which  met  on  theSIst  of  March, 
l6S5,  declining  the  representation  of  a  people, 
whose  delegated  legislature  was  converted  into  ao 
engine  of  despotism,  by  the  corrupt  ministers  of 
an  arbitrary  king,  and  requesting  them  to  choose 
another  representative ;  be  then  abiented  himself 
from  the  town  and  its  connexions.  On  the  day 
of  election,  however,  his  former  constituents,  with 
a  virtue  and  manliness  of  conduct  peculiar  to  real 
independence,  and  which  we  are  sorry  they  have 
not  imitated  upoo  more  recent  occasions,  resolved 
to  re-elect  their  old  member,  whose  integrity  they 
had  tried,  and  whose  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
liberty  was  not  to  be  slmken.  Without  solicita- 
tion, therefore,  or  expense,  and  even  without  his 
own  acquiescence.  Sir  Thomas  was  vgiia  deputed 
the  atsertor  of  their  rights  in  Parliament.  The 
court  candidate,  in  whose  &rour  every  exertion  of 
influeBce  had  been  made  without  succeM,  h»d  re- 
course to  the  stratsgem  so  frequently  practised 
befbre  the  establnhment  of  the  Grenville  Act,  of 
petitioning  Parliament,  and  procuring  himself  to 
be  voted  into  his  seat  by  the  strength  of  the  mi« 
Bister  in  the  House,  This  petition  was  accord- 
ingly brought  to  hearing,  and  Sir  Tbomis  Webster* 
who  had  been  elected  by  a  considerable  minority, 
without  expense  or  solicitation,  and  even  without 
his  knowledge  or  consent ;  wws  voted  giuUg  tf 
6rib*ry  «md  eorruptiont  and  hi*  courtly  oppoosilt 
voted  into  his  seat. 

We  are  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  trace  the  conduct 
of  tfaese  electors  hy  similar  acts  of  patriotic  ferti- 
wde  down  to  the  present  moment.    One  inetance 
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»d  occurs  of  a  dwiee,  that  jvflects  oqiial  fab- 
ir  on  the  constituents  and  repreaentsthrc.  Sir 
ttert  Soiytb,  tMrt.,  was  stopped  ia  his  carnage, 
le  was  passing  through  tbia  town,  at  tbe  gene- 
election  in  1780,  and  elected  by  a  very  ic. 
tCtable  majority,  out  of  the  same  respeot  to  bis 
vate  and  public  virtues,  they  had  befone  sbewa 
their  qfieetion  for  Sir  Tbomas  Webster.  They 
wever  tarnished  tbe  applause  so  liberally  eh* 
aedi>  by  eufferii^  tbe  swone  gentlenan,  at  the 
i>sequent  election  in  1784,  after  an  independ- 
ce  and  integrity  of  conduct,  which  oagfat  ta 
ve  endeared  him  to  bis  constituents  as  it  has 
«e  to  his'  country,  not  only  to  be  put  to  an  im- 
aderate  expense,  but  to  be  obliged  to  apply  to  a 
immittee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  recognise 
s  claim  to  that  seat  to  which  their  undue  return 
'  his  opponent,  Mr.  Potter,  compelled  him. 
It  is  remsrkable,  that  of  four  violent  contests 
hich  have  happened  in  this  borough,  that  of 
ilexander  Fordyce,  esq.,  against  Mr.  Gray  and 
Ir.  Rebow,  in  1768;  the  second,  of  tbe  same 
entleman  and  Robert  Mayne,  esq.,  in  1780, 
gainst  Sir  Robert  Smyth  and  Mr.  Rebow ;  the 
bird  in  1781.  between  Christopher  Potter,  esq., 
ind  Sir  Edmund  Affleck  ;  and  tbe  fourth  in  1813, 
)etweeD  Mr.  Thornton  and  Mr,  Harvey.  Mr. 
Fordyce,  Mr.  Mayne,  Mr.  Potter,  and  the  father  of 
Mr.  Harvey,  tbe  unsuccessful  candidates,  all  ap- 
peared in  the  list  of  bankrupts  within  a  very  short 
timeoftbeirrespective  defeats,  and  the  ruinous  ex- 
penses of  8  Colchester  contest  was  supposed  to  have 
coittribated,  in  aosmall  degree  to  their  misfortunes, 
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Mr.  Thornton  has  also  found  it  necessary  to  leave 
the  country. 

The  influence  un^er  which  this  town  has  the 
misery  to  labour,  in  common  with  most  others,  al- 
though  in  different  degrees,  is  that  of  the  corpora- 
tion, who  possess  the  absurd  power  of  making 
foreigners,  by  which  it  is  understood,  non  retidents, 
and  others,  who  have  no  natural  or  legal  claim  to 
such  a  right,  freemen  of  the  said  borough.  This 
will  always  enable  them  to  manufacture  a  majority 
ih  favour  of  any  candidate  whose  interest  they 
may  choose  to  espouse. 

Such  numbers  of  the  freemen  are  dispersed  all 
over  the  kingdom,  that  the  expense  of  conveying 
them  to  the  place  of  election  is  ruinous  to  all  the 
candidates.  We  have  known  one  hundred  and 
twenty-6ve  pounds  charged  for  conveying  two 
voters  from  a  remote  part  of  England  in  a  chaise 
ajad  four  to  vote  at  a  Colchester  election. 


MALDEN. 

Malden  or  Maldon,  a  horougb  and  market* 
town  in  the  hundred  of  Dengy,  Essex,  8  miles 
from  Chelmsford,  and. 37  from  London;  plea- 
santly situated  on  tbe  river  Blackwater.  It  is 
thought  by  some  antiquaries  to  have  been  the  an- 
cient Camblodunum,  the  first  Roman  colony  in 
Britain.  The  town  consists  of  one  principal  street 
near  a  mile  long,  with  another  something  smaller, 
from  which  run  a  number  of  back  lanes.  It  con- 
tains 499  houses  and  3,368  inhabitants,  viz.  1,141 
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!S,  and  1,917  females,  of  whom  309  wer«  re- 
ed as  being  employed  in  various  trades, 

REPRESSNTATIVB   HISTORY. 

his  borough  first  sent  members  to  ParliameDt 

le  second  of  Edward  the  Third,  and  was  in- 

•orated  in  1554. 

eb.  7,  1588.     A  report  being  made  that  Wm. 

DOD,  gentleman,  returned  a  bui^esa  for  this 

>ugh,  is  aick  and  unable  to  attend  his  Parlie- 

itary,duty,  a  warrant  for  a  new  writ  was  issued 

sboosing  another  burgess  io  his  stead. 

Lpril  37*  1660.     Mr.  Turner  reported  upon  the 

ble  return  for  this  borough  of  Henry  Mildmay, 

Edward  Harris,  esqrs.,'and  that  the  former 
ht  to. sit  till  the  merits  of  the  said  election  is' 
srmined ;  to  which  the  House  agreed. 
Jay  14.     Mr.  Turner  again  reported,  That  in 

opinion  of  the  committee,  relative  to  the  above 

ible  return,  the  election  is  a  void  election ;  to 

ich  the  House  agreed. 

^ay  19,  1678.      A  petition  of  John   Lamot 

neywood,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  John 

impslon. 

:^o  determination. 

dec.  13,  1693.    A  petition  of  Richard  Hutchin- 

I,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Sir  Eliab  Harvey, 

illegal  means  of  making  freemen  on  the  part  of 

!  bailiffs. 

—  33.    A  petitioner  several  of  the  inhabitants 

1  freemen  of  this  borough  to  the  same  effect. 

Elfiioived,  "  That  Sir  Eliab  Harvey  is  duly 
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«lecb#d  a  bui^f^ev  fb»  this  bonnigb,  to  wbiob  the 
House  afteed." 

Dec.  33,  1698.  A  petition  of  William  Flytcbe, 
esq.,  against  the  retnrn  of  Irby  Montague,  esq.,  by 
swans  of  nany  legal  votes  for  the  petitioner  fanng 
cefiised. 

Not.  16,  1699.  A  petition  iron  the  sane  to  the 
a^ftBM  effect. 

No  ^twrnittatioD. 

Jan.  3, 1701.  A  pedtionof  Irby  Moatague,  esq., 
agaiiMt  tbe  retora  oif  John  Comyos,  esq.,  by  that 
arbitrary  coaductofthebailifls  and  tbe  town--c)etfe 
in  refuaii^  to  poll  thirty  persona  for  tbe  petitkiNer, 
and  by  brtbeiy,  threats^  treats,  &c. 

— 97th,  Resolved :  "  That  John  Comyns,  esq. 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 

Resolved :  "  That  it  appeanof  t«  tbe  HoaaCr 
that  William  Coe,  agent  to  Idby  Montage,  esq., 
baa  been  guilty  of  bribery  and  conriipt  pncticts, 
iD  endearouring  to  procure  a  bmgessrtobae^ted 
for  this  said  borough." 

0«dcred:  "  That  tbe  said  Willian  Coe,  b&taken 
into  the  custody  of  the  scrgemt  at  crms." 

March  36,  171 J.  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Jolliffe,  knt.,  and  Samuel  Tufbell,'ea<f.,  against 
the  roiuraof  Mr.  SetgesatCooryDsawl  Ml.  Btan- 
stODfbymeaoBofthebeHtff'ftrefusii^opoIIseresi^ 
votes  &r  tbe  petidoMi^  also  Rpsesentiag  thac  the 
said  Mr.  Sergeant  Comyns,  wilfully  refusedita  lake 
the  oath  direeted  by  an  aet  ia  the  nifrtli.  of  tbe  hKe 
Queen,  '*  for  securing  the  fincadom  of  PaciiaaKiKtf- 
and  qualifyiag  aeBib«B  to  sit  is  the  Haoit'  of 
CommoDs." 
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evolved  r  "  That  Jobp  Con^na,  se^|saot  at 
,  havipg  wilfully  cefujiod  to  take  tfap  oath  of 
li6catioa  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  9th  of, 
late  queen,  for  "  securing  the  Ireedoin  of  Far- 
lents,  &c.,  &:a,"  though  duly  required  so  to 
hia  election  ia  tberd>y  void." 
lay  30.  RwoLved :  "  That  Thomas  Bram^ 
I  and  Samuel  Tuffpell,  e3<|r&.K  are  duly  elected 
jesses  to  serve  in  this  present  ParliaioeDt  for 
1  bocouf^." 

)ct.  l&»  1733.  A  petition  of  Henry  Fanooa, 
.,  agjuMt  the  retiicQ  of  Mr.  OuayoB  and  Mc. 
inistoBt  by  neaju  of  the  partiality  of  the  bailifis, 
I  other  corrupt  and  illegal  aneans. 
(an.  lOt  1733.  A  petition  from  the  same  to 
:  same  effect. 
So>  determinatioiK. 

Pari.  14.  IMi^uQ  Billers,  Lord  Wtdthan  of  the 
igdom  of  Ireland,  petitioned,  renewed  3nd  sess., 
!n  withdrawn. 

December  6,  1803,  certain  electors  petitioned  Ptckwcii, 
aiost.  the  election  of  John  Holden  Scrutt  and  ^g";; 
larles  C.  Western,  esqrs.  The  petition  was. 
:i&wed  November  38,  1803.  The  petitionees' 
Dught  forward  no  evidence  in  support  of  their 
tition,  which  was  determined  by  the  committee 
be  frivolous  and  vexatious*  and  the  sitting 
emhors  were  reported  to  be  duly  elected  Feb. 
i.  1804. 

In  1806i  Charles  CalUa  Western,  esq.,  and 
;veral  of  the  freemen,  petitioned  against;  the 
turn  of  Bei\iamin  Gaslup,  esq^,  and  the  commit- 
:e  who  tried  the  election  reported  to  the  House. 
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that  Benjamin  Gaskill,  esq.,  was  not  duty  electdd* 
and  that  Charles  Callis  Western,  esq.,  was  duty 
elected.— Feb.  2,  1807. 

BOKOUGH  KNGLI8H. 

There  is  a  custom  in  this  place,  that  when  a' 
man  dies  intestate,  his  lands  and  tenements  de- 
scend to  bis  youngest  son ;  or,  if  fae  dies  without" 
issue,  to  bis  youngest  brother.  This  custom  is 
termed  Borough  English,  and  is  said  to  have 
arisen  from  the  lewdness  and  tyranny  of  the  an- 
cient feudal  lords,  who,  when  any  of-  those  who' 
held  under  them  married,  claimed  the  Brst  night 
with  the  bride :  as  some  doubt,  therefore,  natu- 
rally arose,  whether  the  6rst-born  cbiW  was  legiti- 
mate, this  custom  was  established  to  exclude  such' 
child  from  the  inheritance,  and  the  youngest  was 
preferred,  as  being  the  most  distant  from  suspicion. 

PSNSION. 

In  the  pension  list  of  Cbarles  the  Second,  Sir 
Richard  Wiseman,  one  of  the  members  for  Mai- 
den, had  a  pension  of  £l,000  per  annum,  and  was 
keeper  of  one  of  the  treasurer's  parliamentary 
tables. 

COBPOBATIOH. 

This  borough  was  incorporated  by  Queen 
Mary,  and  had  two  bailifis,  six  aldermen,  and 
eighteen  common  council  or  chief  buigesses,  and 
continued  to. exercise  their  corporate  privileges 
till  the  4th  of  the  present  king,  when  an  informa- 
tion ip  the  nature  of  quo  waTTunto  was  filed 
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nst  them  at  the  iastance  of  tbe  late 
coigne,  esq..  Tor  various  illef^I  practices;  the  - 
lequence  of    which  was  that  judgment    of 
ter  Was  issued  against  a  majority  oftbecor- 
ition,  and  the  charter  became  thereby  annibi- 
d. 

'he  town  remained  forty-six  years  withouta 
rter,  during  which  time  the  high  sheriff  for  tbe 
nty  of  Essex  acted  as  returning  officer  for  tbta  - 
ought  and  the  members  were  chosen  by  such 
;men  only^  as  had  been  sworn  in  under  the  de- 
ct  charter,  whose  number  was  reduced,  at  the  • 
leral  election  in  1807,  to  fifty-eight,  and  those 
old  and  inBrm  that  the  borough  was  in  danger 

speedily  becoming  extinct,  as  well  as  the 
irter. 

The  town  becoming  seriously  alarmed  at  the 
proaching  dissolution  of  their  pohtical  rights, 
d  there  being  at  that  time  upwards  of  eight 
ndred  freemen  who  bad  attained  that  privilege 
ice  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  in  1764,  by  birth,  - 
irriage,  or  apprenticeship,  but  who  could  not  be 
mitted,  or  ^wom  in,  for  want  of  a  chief  magi- 
rate,  and  a  competent  power  to  enrol  them  and 
[minister  the  oath.  These  eight  hundred  fiee- 
en  continued  ipso  facto  disfranchised  till  1810,' 
hen  the  new  charter  was  obtained  during  the  pre- 
:Dt  reign  at  an  expense,  as  we  uodtrstand,  bf- 
lout  two  thousand  6ve  hundred  pounds./ 

Tbe  cArporation,  under  this  new  charter,  con- 
ists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  six  aldermen,  and 
ighteen  chief  burgesses,  a  water-bailiff,  and  a 
own  clerk. 

PARTII.    VOL.  I.  H  II 
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The  first  act  of  the  corporation  was  to  admit 
and  sw«ar  in  alt  those  freemen  who  were  entitled 
to  that  fraochise,  and  who  bad  for  so  many  years 
been  deprived  of  their  right. 

BIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

January  S7,  1701.  The  committee  resolved, 
"  That  the  right  of  election  for  this  borough  is  in 
such  Freemen  only  asdo  not  receive  alms,  and  are 
entitled  to  fi-eedom,  by  birth,  marriage,  or  servi- 
tude." 

This  resolution,  with  two  others,  declaring  that 
Freemen  by  purchase,  and  Honorary  Freemen, 
had  no  right  to  vote,  were  all  negatived  by  the 
House. 

The  right  of  voting  is  therefore  understood  to 
be  in  all  the  Freemen  without  exception. 

Number  OF  VOTERS — 800. 

Returninq  officer — the  Mayor. 

Patron — Joseph  Holden  Strutt,  esq.,  one 
member. 

political  character. 
'  This  borough  has  had  one  seat  contested  be- 
tween Charles  Callis  Western,  esq.,  the  present 
member  for  Essex,  and  Benjamin  Gaskell,  esq., 
one  of  the  present  representati  ves  for  this  place,  from 
the  general  election  in  1806  to  that  in  1819.  The 
contest  between  these  gentlemen  was  for  the  re- 
presentation at  the  time  that  a  few  old  freemen, 
existing  under  the  old  charter  monopolized  the 
right  of  election.  The  contest  was  generally  de- 
cided by  a  single  vote>  and  produced  «  petition, 
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h  was  .always  decided  in  favouf  of  Mi'.  WeU. 
Sioce  tbe  whole  body  of  freenfteo  bave 
adoiitted,  noder  the  operation  of  the  net* 
er,  they  have  all  declared  for  Mr.  Gaakell, 
was  chosen  with  Mr.  Strutt,  in  1815. 
le  influence  of  Mr.  Strutt  is  accounted  for^ 
is  having  all  the  government  patronage  eon# 
ed  with  the  borough  of  Maiden.' 


HARWICH. 

[arwich,  a  sea-port,  borough,  and  market^ 
n,  in  the  parish  of  Dover  court,  and  hundred 
-'endring,  Essex,  11  j  miles  from  Manningtree, 
79J  from  London  ;  containing -487  houses, 
.  9,76l  inhabitants,  of  whom  393  were  returned 
>mployed  in  various  trades.  It  has  a  good  ma- 
me  trade ;  but  the  chief  support  of  the  'town 
the  Dutch  packet-boats.  £>ur!ng  war  time  there 
I  been  usually  a  great  intercourse  between 
irwich  and  the  neutral  p6rts  on  the  continent. 

KEPRKSENTATITK  HISTORY. 

This  borough,  situate  in  the  County  of  Essesf, 
lich  derives  its  name  from  the  Saxon  word 
artwic,  a  haven,  or  bay,  has  no  great  claim  to 
tiquTty.  It,  however,  seiit  meml^rs  to  Parlia- 
ent  ai  early  as  the  17th  of  Edward  the  Third, 
hen  it  discontinued,  tilt  it  was  restored  by 
unes  the  First  anno  regnt  13,  who  incorporate 

in  1604. 

March  97,   1690.    A  petition  of  Sir  Philip 

H  H  9 
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Parker,  bart.,  against  the  return  of  Lord  Viscount 
Cbsoe,  by  means  of  indirect  practices  used  by 
the  mayor  to  prevent  the  petitioner's  electioD. 

No  determination. 

J>6e.  18,  170S.  A  petititHi  of  Sir  Thomas  Da* 
TslI,  koigbt,  against  the  retuni  of'  Kendrick 
£disbury,  esq.,  by  means  of  the  mayor  (and  bro- 
ther-in-law to  Mr.  Ediabury)  giving  his  vote, 
thereby  making  the  votes  equal,  whereas  the  said 
mayor  had  no  right  to  vote  except  where  the 
numbers  were  previously  eqUaL 

Jan.  13,  1709.  Resolved,  "  That  Sir  Thomas 
Pavall,  knighti  and  Keodrick  Edisbury,  esq.,  are 
neitbo-  of  4bem  duly  elected." — And, 

Resolved :  "  That  the  said  election  is  a  void 
one,  SB  it  appears  to  the  House  that  there  was  an 
quality  of  votes:  viz. 

"  For  Sir  Thomas  Davall l(i 

"  For  R.  Edisbury 15  >     ^  „ 

"  And  the  Mayor  ..!>" 
,     March  6,  1713-    A  petition  pf  Carew  Hervy 
Mtldmay,  esq.,    against  the   return   of  Thomas 
Heath,  esq.,  by  means  of  many  undue  practices. 

A  petition  of  Thcunas  Heath,  esq.,  complaining 
of  a  double  return  for  this  borough,  and  touching 
th^  right  of  election. 

,  June  89-  Resolved:  "That  Thomas  Heath, 
esq.,  is  not  duly  elected  to  serve  for  this  bo- 
rough." 

"  That  Benedict  Leonard  Calvert,  esq.,  is  duly 
.  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  for  this  borough. 

Psrl.  3.  James  Adams,  esq.,  petitioned.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  found  that  the  peti- 
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T  was  duly  elected,  and  oagbt  to  have  boen 
ned.   Mid  that  Tfaomas-Myers,  esq.,  was  not 

elected,   and  ought  not  to  have  been  re-   ' 
cd.      April  7,  1303.     The  return  was  aceord- 
r  amended.     The  opposition  of  Mr.  Myers  to 
[>etition  was- neither  fVivolous  nor  vexatious. 

CORPOEATIOK. 

'hia  town  was  first  made  a  borough,  and  ineor^ 
ited,  in  the  reign  of  Edw.  II.,  by  Thomas  Bro- 
rton,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  and  Marshal  of  England. 
received  a  new  charter  in  the  time  of  James  1., 
the  interest  of  the  learned  and  celebrated  Rd^  1 

rd  Coke,  the  attorney- general,  and  afterwards 
:order  of  this  town.  This  charter*  and  aU  other 
munities  belonging  to  the  town,  were,  through 
e  mediation  of  Sir  Hart>6ttte  Gritnstone,  their 
::order  at  that  time,  and  master  of  the  rolls,  con- 
med  by  Charles  il.  The  corporation  at  present 
insists  ofa  mayor,  chosen  annually  on  St,  An^ 
ew's  day,  out  of  eight  aldermen.  There  is  also 
recorder  and  twenty-fonr  capital  burgesses, 
'he  mayor,  has  the  power  of  keeping  admiralty 
ourts,  which  have  a  jurisdiction  over  all  naval 
Sairs. 

RIGHT   OF   ELECTION. 

April  6,  1714.  Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of 
election  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Harwich,  in  the  county  of  Esaex,  is  in  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Capital  Burgesses,  or  Headbo- 
roughi,  of  the  said  borough,  miding  within  the 
said  borough. 
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NUHBBB  OF  VOTERS — 39, 

Retubning  officer — the  Mayor. 
Patron— the  Treasury.     . 


In  the  pension  list  of  Charles  II.  it  appeared 
that  Thomas  King,  esq.^  a  member  for  Harwich, 
had  a  pension  of  £50  a  session,  besides  meat* 
flriok,  and  now  and  then  a  suit  of  clothes. 

F0LITIC1.L   character. 

Harwich  having  always  been  a  treasury  bo- 
fougb,  the  corporatiop  have  come  in  for  thair 
sbar^  of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  most  tA  them  and 
fheir  ferailies  b^eing  amply  saddled  upon  the 
public. 

The  celebrated  John  Robinson,  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  represented  the  thirty-two  electors  q£ 
this  immaculate  corporation  in  seven  parliaments. 
Charles  Jenkinson,  Thomas  Bradshaw,  the  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Orde,  John  Hiley  Adington,  Wil- 
liam Henry  Freemantle,  William  Hufkisson. 
esqrs.,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart, 
all  tRasuiy  secretaries,  have  nepresenied  this  bo* 
rough  in  the  present  reign  ! 

It  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  country  if  the 
clerks  of  the  treasury  were  authorised  to  perTorm 
the  ceremonies  necessary  at  these  elections,  instead 
of  pensioning  so  many  conwrations,  at  such  a  dis- 
tancs  from  London,  to  act  the  brce  ofcho<ning 
members  of  Parliament.  The  borough  of  Seaftnd, 
which  was  a  treasury  borough  till  1783,  cost  the 
country  pine  thouiand  pounds  a  year  in  places  epd 
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sioDs,  while  it  continued  to  return  treasury 
nbers  ;  but  the  right  of  voting  at  that  place 
ig  extended,  in  17S6,  to  all  the  inhabitants 
\ng  scot  and  lot ;  and  the  corporation,  which 
.sisted  mostly  of  non-resident  freemen,  having 
a  determined,  1799>  to  have  no  right  of  voting 
that  borough,  the  treasury  interest  became  an- 
lilated  there,  and  the  public  was  eased  of  great 
-t  of  that  burthen. 

The  boroughs  of  Rye,  in  Sussex ;  Queenborough 
d  Sandwich,  in  Kent ;  Dartmouth,  in  Devon- 
ire,  and  several  others,  will  demonstrate  the 
ipcwtaQce  of  a  vote  in  a  treasury  borough. 


COUNTY  OF  GLOUCESTER. 

Gloucestershire,  a  county  of  England,  in 
\\e  province  of  Canterbury  and  diocese  of  Glou- 
ester,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Worcestershii^e 
ad  Warwickshire ;  on  the  east  by  Warwick,  Ox- 
ard,  and  Wilts ;  on  the  south  by  Somerset ;  and 
ta  the  west  by  the  Severn,  Monmouth,  and  He- 
efordshire:  it  is  about  65  miles  long,  and  25 
)road;  comprising  800,000  acres  of  land,  of  which 
about  300,000  are  arable,  and  4^,000  pasturage. 
It  is  divided  into  37  hundreds,  viz.  Berkely,  Bis-' 
ley,  Blidesloe,  Botloe,  Bradley,  3t.  Brtavells, 
BrightweU,  Barrow,  Cheltenham,  Cleeve,  Crow- 
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tboro,  Deerhurst,  Dudstone  aocl  Kingsbarton, 
Grimbalds  Ash,  Henbury  ICiftsgale,  Duchy  of 
Laocaster,  Langley  and  Swineshead, '  Longtrees, 
Puckle  Church,  Rapsgate,  Slaughter, Tewkesbury, 
Thonlbury,  Trbaldstone,  Westbury,  Westminster, 
and  Whitestooe ;  containing  one  city,  Gloucester; 
two  boroughs,  Cirencester  and  Tewkesbury;  and 
twenty-tliree  market- towns,  viz.  Berkley,  Camp- 
den,  Cbelteobam,  Colfard,  Dean,  Dursley,  Fair- 
ford,  Lechlade,  Marehfield,  Minchin-hampton, 
Morton  in  Marsh,  Newent,  Northleach,  Painswi^k, 
Sodbury,  Stanley,  Stowe,  Stroud,  Tetbury,  Thorn- 
bury,  Wickwar,  Wincbcomb,  and  Wotton  unddr 
Edge.  Tbe  county  contains  380  parishes  and 
46,1^7  houses,  inhabited  by  260,W9  persons,  of 
whom  49,645,  viz.  1 17,1S0  males  and  133,629  fe- 
males, were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade, 
manufacture,  or  handicraft,  and  49,490  in  agri- 
culture. The  marks  of  ancient  camps  are  to  be 
traced  in  various  parts  of  this  county ;  and  the 
'Fossway  runs  through  it  from  Campden  by  Ciren- 
cester to  Bath.  The  ancient  inhabitants  of  this 
county  were  the  Dobuni:  under  the  Saxons  it 
formed  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Murcia.  It  now 
sends  eight  members  to  Parliament.  The  amount 
of  money  raised  in  the  county  for  the  mainteoanoe 
of  the  poor  in  1803,  w^  144,56^/.  being  at  tbe 
xatecfS*.  6d.  in  the  ponnd;  the  amount  of  in- 
come returned  under  the  property  tax  in  1606, 
S,  130,536/. ;  and  the  scale  of  mortality  appears  to 
have  been,  on  en  average  of  ten  years,  as  1  to  50 ; 
pncthkd  of  the  actual  population.  ^ 
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BEPRESENTATITS  BISTORT. 

This  county  has  been  represented  m  Parliament 
m  tbe  first  aummons  of  Edward  I. 

k   MKU BER  CHOSEN  WITHOUT  HIS  CONSBMT.  . 

It  is  SO  far  unnecessary  to  be  a  candidate  in  order 

be  a  ineniber,  that  a  person  may  be  chosen  and 
turned  without  either  his  knowledge  or  consent, 
his  is  proved  by  a  ctrcumstauce  which  happened 

an  election  for  this  county,  as  reported-  by 
lanville. 

Tbe  conunittee  and  the  House  determined, 
pril  9i  1694,  "That  Sir  Thomas  Estcourt  having 
a  majority  of  votes  on  the  poll,  was  duly  elected 
and  returned,  aithough  He  had  declared  at  the 
election  thai  he  desired  not  to  be  chonn," 

April  \7,  1640.  Mr.  Jones  reported  from  tbe 
'onmittee  of  J'riTileges  touching  the  election  of 
iir  Robert  Tracey, 

<*  That  they  found  many  misdemeanors,  in  tbe 
aid  election,  and  were  therefore  of  opinion  that 
iir  Humphrey  Tracey,  sheriff  of  tbe  county  of 
jtoucester,  should  be  seat  for  as  a  delinquent 
ty  the  sergeant  at  arms ;"  which  order  was  after- 
irards  respited,  on  the  undertaking  of  Mr.  Geoi^e 
for  tbe  appearance  of  Sir  Humphrey. 

April  19*  1663.  Mr.  Milward  reported  from 
the  committee,  "  that  Sir  Baynham  Throckmor- 
ton and  Mr.  Howard  were  duly  elected;"  to  which 
the  House  agreed. 

Jan.  8,  1695.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Guise, 
iiart.,  against  the  return  of  Tbcunas  Stevens,  esq., 
L>y  means  of  the  illegal  partiality  on  the  part  of  the 
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bigh  sheriff,  and  contiDuiag  the  poll  very  ifregu- 
iarly  by  adjouroments. 

No  report  appears  upon  the  said  petition. 

Oct.  S4,  1703,  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Guise 
against  the  return  of  John  Howe,  e«q.,  by  means  of 
many  undue  and  illegal  practices. 

Resolved :  "  That  John  How,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected  a  knight  of  the  sbire  to  serve  in  the  pieswt 
Parliament  for  this  county." 

June,  1776.  The  Hon.  Geoige  Berkeley  and  a 
number  of  the  freeholders  petitioned  against  the 
election  of  William  B.  Chester,  esq.  and  the  par- 
tiality shewn  by  the  high  sheriff  of  the  county. 
i^i^tih  This  case,  tried  in  the  beginning  of  1777»  first 
suggested  the  usefulness  of  new.r^ulations  of  the 
land-tax  assessments.  It  appeared  to  that  com- 
mittee that  the  owners  of  many  estates  paid  no 
land-tax  directly.  Small  estates,  carried  out  of 
larger,  had  been  purchased  free  from  land-tax'; 
•.  e.  the  owner  6f  the  principal  estate  paid  the  tax 
for  the  wliole  after  its  dismemberment,  and  was 
rated  for  it.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  it  often 
became  difficult  for  the  owner  of  the  piu^  to 
prove  that  his  land  was  assessed  or  paid  for. 
n>id.p.sir.  There  were  three  voters  of  the  name  of  John 
Ballanger,  of  the  same  place,  and  the  committae 
resolved,  ^  That,  as  sevend  John  Ballangers  ap* 
pear  on  the  poll,  the  evidence  shall  be  confined  to 
John  Ballanger  who  polled  on  the  first  day." 

The  committee,  after  sitting  tkret  monik$  de- 
clared the  sitting  member  duly  elected,  and  "  that 
tbey  saw  no  cause  to  impeach  the  conduct  of  the 
high  sheriff. 
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POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  predomiDBDt  influence  in  this  county  hu 
a  century  been  possessed  by  the  Duke  of 
aufbrt  and  the  Earl  of  Berkeley.  There  was  an 
pensive  contest  in  1776,  upon  Mr.  Southwell 
cceeding  to  the  ancient  title  of  Lord  de  Cli£fbrd, 
which  the  numbers  on  the  poll  were  nearly 
ual,  and  a  petition  followed,  which  occupied  a 
tnmittee  of  the  House  of  Commons  tbreb 
sRtbs,  to  determine  its  merits,  but  it  was  only  a 
ntest  between  these  two  noblemen  for  paHiat 
jntary  patronage. 

Od  the  death  of  Mr.  Chester,  there  wasasimtlarr 
>Qtest  between  Mr.  Dutton,  now  Lord  Sherborne, 
d  Admiral  Berkeley,  in  which  the  Duke  of 
saufort's  interest  again  prevailed. 
On  Mr.  Dutton  becoming  a  peer,  in  1784,  a  coa- 
ion  took  place  between  these  two  noblemen,  and 
ch  nominated  a  member  for  six-aad-twenty 
^ars,  till  a  vacancy  was  occasioned  by  the  Earl 
Berkeley's  son  being  presumed  the  heir  to  hfs 
ther's  peerage,  when  the  independent  spirit  of 
c  county  hurst  forth  like  the  sun  from  the  ob- 
lirity  of  a  malignant  cloud,  and  after  a  long  and 
tinted  contest,  defeated  the  aristocratical  coali- 
on  by  a  majority  of  near  six  hundred  votes. 
The  candidates  upon  this  occasion  were  the 
[on.  Mr.  Dutton,  son  of  Lord  Sherborne,  sup- 
orted  by  the  coalesced  lords  and  alt  the  nobility 
f  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties,  and  Sir 
erkeley  William  Gutse,  bart.,  broughtforward  by 
le  whole  independent  interest  of  the  county ;  the 


jt,Goo(^lc 


476  COUNTfES.  CIHES,  ^ND  BOROUGHS. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  being  the  only  noblemaD  who 
gave  the  weight  of  his  inOuenre  to  this  patriotic 
exertion.  It  has  been  expected  that  a-  further 
effort  would  be  made  to  estabiish  the  treedom  of 
choice  in  this  extensive  county,  but  the  gentlemen 
and  yeomanry  seem  satis6ed  with  the  partialtri- 
.umph  they  have  obtaineil;  and  the  Dukeof  HesD* 
fort  continuing  to  nominate  one  of  their  inanbera, 
of  opposite  political  principles  to  SirB.  W.  Guise, 
the. county,  by  the  contending  interests  of  tlidr  rfr- 
piesentatives  is  left  without  a  voice  in  the  concenw 
-of  the  nation. 

The  noblemen  who  reside  in  this  county  are, 
-the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Berkeley,  Earl  Ba- 
tburst,  Lord  de  Cliflford,  Lord  Eliot,  Lord  Sher- 
borne, and  Lord  Redesdale. 


GLOUCESTER— CITV. 

Gloucb8ti{b,  a  city,  and  the  metropolis  of 
'Gloucestershire,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
river  Severn,  in  tbe  hundred  of  Dudston  and  Bar-  ' 
.ton  Regis,  eight  miles  from  Tewkesbury,  and  106 
from  I>oQdon ;  containing  10  parishes,  1^96 
houses,  and  7t^79  inhabitants,  vis.  3,488  males 
aDd.4,lil  females,  of  whom  9,317  were  returned  le 
being  employed  in  trade  and  manufactures,  particu- 
,  larly  those  of  pin-making,  woolstapling,  rope-mak- 
ing, and  maltii:^;  the  value  of  tbe  pins  sent  weekly 
to  London  is  estimated  at  30,000/.  Some  Parlia- 
ments were  held  here,  and  here  Henry  UL  vna 
crowned.    At  present  it  is  a  pretty  large,  but  not 
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xtpulouB  phce,  consiiting  priDcipalty  of  four 
icious  streets,  meeting  each  otha  at  riglit  aDgles^ 
ar  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  taking  their -names 
m  the  situation  of  the  gate  which  origi&ally 
>od  at  the  botiom  of  each,  as  East  Gate-street^ 
est  Gate-street,  North  Gate-street,  and  South 
ite-street ;  there  are  also  some  back  streets 
d  lanes,  chiefly  on  the  west  aide  of  the  city, 
here  the  four  main  streets  meet,  formerly  stood 
ofty  and  beautiful  cross;  but  this  buiidiug  fallieg 
decay,  and  being  atso  en, impediment  to  theiree 
fisage  of  carriages,  it  was  removed  in  17^,  when 
e  city  underwent  Several  materiel  improTemeDts; 
e  spot  where  .the  cross  stood  still  retains  the 
ime.  The  city  is  well  paved,  and  from  its  elevated 
Luation,  with  a  gradual  descent  on  every  side, 
sars  a  remarkably  clean  appearance :  it  contains, 
isides  the  cathedraU  five  parish  churches;  two 
>mmodious  market-houses;  an  elegant  theatre, 
cently  built ;  a  custom-bouse  and  a  county  gaol, 
acted  after  the  plan  of  the  late  benevolent  Mr. 
[owaid.  A  canal  has  lately  been  made  from  this 
ty  to  Berkeley,  capable  of  conveying  vessels  of 
}0  tons  burthen,  by  which  the  difficult  naviga- 
on  of  the  Severn  is  avoided.  At  the  head  of  this 
inal,  close  to  the  back  of  the  city,  is  a  capacious 
asin,  fit  for  the  reception  of  100  vessels.  The 
lection  is  carried  on  in  the  Booth-hall,  a  curious 
Id  structure  in  an  inn-yard,  built  in  1606.  The 
ihabitants  of  Gloucester  are  supplied  with  water 
rom  two  laige  reservoirs  at  the  foot  of  Robin 
lood  hill,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from 
he  city,  whence  it  is  conveyed  by  means  of  pipes 
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to  the  houses  in  the  city.  The  city  has  tbre« 
large  suburbs,  and  its  boundaries  are  nearly  three 
miles  in  circumference ;  it  has  several  times  suf<> 
fered  severely  by  fire,  and  in  17^  receired  tmt»» 
rial  damage  from  a  violent  rain.  The  annual 
av^age  of  burials,  as  registered  for  10  years,  is 
about  ISO,  bearing  a  proportion  to  the  population 
of  1  in  49.  This  town  was:  made  a  bcvough  by 
King  John,  and  a  corporation  l^  Henry  III.- 
Id  1379,  Edward  I.  held  a  parliament  here,  at 
which  several  useful  laws  were  enacted,  now  called 
the  Staiutes  of  Gloucester.  Richard  II.  also  held 
a  parliament  here,  and  Richard  HI.,  who  bore  the 
title  of  Duke  of  Gloucester,  gave  the  city  1ii» 
sword  and  cap  of  maintenance,  and  made  it  a 
county  of  itself,  with  jurisdiction  over  the  ad- 
jacent hundreds  of  DudstOn  and  KiDg's  Bar* 
ton :  but  these  privileges  were  token  away  by 
act  of  parliament  after  the  Restoration,  and  the 
walls  were  razed  to  the  ground,  because  the  inha- 
bitanis  had  shut  their  gates  against  Charles  I.- 
Gloucester  once  contained  II  parish  churches, 
but  six  Were  demolished  during  the  siege  In  1643, 
and  never  rebuilt. 

BBPIIESENTJI.TIVB  HISTOBT. 

It  bas  returned  but^esses  from  the  93rd  of  Ed- 
ward the  First. 

Dec.  9,  1640.  Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House, 
that  at  the  election  of  burgesses  for  this  city^  he 
Was  nominated  one,  and  the  poll  was  demanded 
accordingly,  but  refused,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Privitc^^.     But 

No  report  appears. 
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)ec.  l6?5.  A  petition  against  the  return  of 
one!  Norwood,  but  by  whom' docs  not  appear^ 
larch  7,  1677-  Sir  Thomfts  Meen  reported, 
a  the  above  case,  that  the  committee  had 
letfolved :  *'  That  Colonel  Norwood  is  duly 
ted  te  serve  as  a  citizen  for  this  city;"  wbfeh' 
1^  reed  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
tpril  8,  1690.  A  petition  of  the  roayu*,  alder- 
I,  abd  freemen  of  the  city,  against  the  election' 
Villiam  Trye,  esq.,  one  of  the  members  then 
iroed,  OD  the  ground  of  his  not  beii^  a  freeman 
he  town,  according  to  their  ancient  rights  and 
ton». 

To  report  appears  npon  this  petition, 
an.  II,  1709.  A  petition  of  William  Trye,  esq., 
nst  the  return  of  Francis  Wyndham,  esq. 
lo  determination. 

larch  30,  \7i6.  A  petition  of  Francis  Wynd- 
1,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  John  Snell,  esq., 
means  of  bribery. 

^.  petition  of  the  citizens  and  freemen  of  the 
poration  of  this  city  against  the  return  of  John 
'II  and  Charles  Cox,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  bri-f 
y,  &c. 

)ct.  IS,  1722.  A  petition  of  Sir  Edward  Fust, 
t.,  against  the  return  of  John  Snell,  esq.,  by 
ans  of  menaces,  bribery,  and  other  corrupt  prac- 
is,  and  also  complaining  of  a  scrutiny  being  re- 
ed petitioner. 

Ian,  90,  17?3.  A  petition  of  the  same  to  the 
ie  effect. 

^o  determination  upon  these  petitions. 
Pari.  9.    Benjamin  Hyett,  esq.,  petitioned. 
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CORPORATION. 

.  Accordii^  to  Sir  Robert  Atkios'  History  of 
Gloucestershire,  this  city  was  incorporated  by 
Henry  111.,  when  he  was  crownfd  tbene.  It  was 
t&ea  goverDed  by  a  mayors  aldeniMn,  ^.  But 
the  inhnbitaots  resiguiug  their  charter,  ia.l673* 
to  Charles  II.,  he  grauted  them  aiMther  in  the 
94th  of  his  reigo,  by  which  the  cjty  and  couoty  is- 
governed  by  a  steward,  mayor,  IS  alderuieat  a  re,-, 
conler,  two  sb^iffs.  40  common  council,  a  town- 
clerk,  a  sword-bearer,  and  four  sergeants-at  mace.  - 
For  the  better  regulating  the  trade  of  tlie  city,, 
there  are  I S  companies,  whose  masters  attend  the 
mayor  in  their  gowns  on  all  public  occasions: 
these  are  the  mercers,  in  which  are  included  the 
apothecaries,  grocers,  and  chandlers ;  the  weavers, 
the  tanners,  the  butchers,  the  bakers,  the  smiths 
and  hammer-men,  among  whom  are  the  gold- 
smiths, ironmongers,  coopers,  and  joiners ;  the 
shoemakers,  mcial-mea,  taylors,  barbers,  and 
glovers. 

RIGHT   OF   ELECTION 

In  the  Freemen. 
Number  of  totebs— 3,000. 
Returning  orricERS-^the  Sherifis. 
Patron — Duke  of  Norfolk,  one  member. 

POLITICAL   character. 

This  city  has  had  but  two  remarkable  contests 
for  many  years.  The  lirst  was  upon  the  death  of 
Sir  Charles  Barrow  in  1789,  when  their  present 
member,  Henry  Howard  Mfrfineux,  esq.,  and  the 
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oTirt  Pitt,  of  this  city,  esq.,  were  candidatei, 
■s  wei^  broughtfrom  all  parts  of  the  kingdotfi, 
lot  a  single  freeman  that  could  be  found  was 
npolled.  After  the  contest  had  lasted  fifteen 
,  and  more  than  3000  electors  had  polled,  Mt, 
succeeded  by  a  rtiajority  of  one  vote.  Mt. 
rard  Mdlineux  was  chosen  the  other  member 
r90. 

he  neitt  contest  was  od  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt*' 
D  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  attempted  to  establish 
nterest  in  the  city  of  Gloucester  similar  to  that 
ch  prcTaib  in  the  county.  Lord  Arthur  So- 
set  was  proposed  by  his  Grace,  and  opposed' 
Elobert  Morris,  esq.>  a-  banker  of  this  place, 
3  succeeded  by  ft  rety  great  m^dtity. 
Checorporation  ape  in  theihterest  of  the  Duke  ' 
Norfolk,  who  is  sn  alderman  and  high  stewaiil 
Gloucester,  and  has  nominated  ohe  member  cvet 
ce  the  year  17yo. 


C1RENCEST£R. 

ClRENCBSTBR,  Of  ClCBSTEB,  is  S  bOFOUgh  Mid 

arket-town  in  ibe  hundred  of  Crowthorne,  Gkni- 
nter,  16  miles  from  Gloucester,  and  88  ftota 
lOndoh;  containing  837  houses,  and  4,130  iaha^ 
iUnis,  being  1,836  males  and  9,994  females,  of 
rhom  940  were  returned  hs  being  employed  in 
rade  aod  aaouf»cture,  chiefly  that  of  woftUsfsp- 
ihf  Kti  hwvy  edge  tools.  It  is  situated  near  fhe 
Miden  of  Wilts,  at  the  meeti^  ^  the  Foss-my, 
[rmin-itTeet,  and  Icknild-street,  and  is  supposed 
PAKTII.  vol.  I.  I  I 
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lo  have  derived  its  naroe  firotn  Lista,  a  Saxon;  and 
Cestre.  It  had  a  castle  in  the  titoe  of  the  Romans, 
and  was  theCoriaium  of  Ptolemy,  and  (he  Durocor-. 
sovJumof  Antonine;  but  the  castle  was  destroyed 
by  Henry  III.  It  was  a  place  of  much  greater, 
note  formerly,  and  had  an  abbey,  built  h'y  the 
Saxons,  part  of  the  ruins  of  which  are  still  remain- 
ing. It  was  formerly  two  miles  in  circumference, 
but  was  reduced  by  the  barons  in  the  civil  wars. 

REBPESBKTATIVE    HISTORY. 

It  does  not  appear  to  have  returned  members- 
before  the  13th  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

May2l,  1634.  Mr.  Glanville  reported  from 
tbe  Committee  of  Privileges  against  Sir  Williaok 
Masters,  returned,  and  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  un< 
duly  elected.  After  a  full  hearing,  four  points, 
we^e  resolved  upon : 

1st.  That  no  consent  of  parties,  competitora, 
can  alter  the  legal  course  of  election. 

3d.  Bird  cleared  from  any  undue  course. 

3rd.  Where  no  custom,  or  charter,  to  the  con- 
trary, the  election  to  be  made  by  all  tbe  bouse- 
boldeM. 

4th.  Sir  William  Mastns  duly  elected.  Tbe 
said  Sir  William  Masters  had  the  greater  ninnbsr 
of -in  habitants  and  freeholders. 

Bird,  being  sheriff  of  this  county,  and  bei^ 
present,  and  us^  by  the  bailiff  as  bis  clerk,  tbia 
thought  no  misdenleanorf.nor  he  any  intruder. 

Upon  the  question,  no  coasent  of  any  compe- 
titoti  in  any  flection,  can  alter  the  1^1  course  of 
eleciioD. 
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)r  Bird,  the  House  re&olved  to  UaVe  tftm,  and 
ler  clear  him  oor  censare  him. 
pon.  a  secood  question,  in  a  b&rou^h  not  being 
rporation,  there  being  no  free  burgosses,  nof 
ter,  nor  custom  for  election,  the  election  to  be 
e  by  the  householders,  and  not  by  freeholders 

pon   a  third  question,  Sir  William  Master^ 
r  elected  and  returned. 

ETiTioss,  &c.    July  18,  1630.     Sir  Edward 
net  reported,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 

tee  of  Privil^es, Powell,  esq.  ought  to 

to  which  the  House  agreed, 
an.  10,  1670.     A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  At- 
18,  knt.  against  ^^^  return  of  Henry  Prowle^ 

iesolred :  ".  That  Henry  Prowie,  esq.  is  duly 
cted." 

Slay  9Si  16S5.     A  petition  of  Henry  Prowlej 
).,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 
No  determination. 

March  34,  168*).  A  petition  of  John  How,  esq. 
linst  the  return  of  Henry  Prowle  and  Richard 
3w,  esq.,  by  means  of  undue  practices. 
Oct.  1690.  Same  petition  renewed. 
Not.  S.  The  question  was  put,  that  Henry 
-owle  is  duly  elected  for  this  borough :  it  passed 
the  negative. 

Resolved :  "  That  Ricfaard  How  aod  John  How, 
qn.  are  duly  elected  burgesses. to  serre  in  this 
arltsment  for  this  borough. 
Ordered :  "  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown  do  ax* 
ttend,  to  amend  the  return  for  (his  borough." 
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Dqc.  5,  1695.  A  petition  of  Henry  Ireton,  e»<\. 
«gftia»t  the  return  of  John  aod  Richard  How,  etqrs., 
bj  meuis  of  threats,  promiset*  and  dirers  other 
comipt  practices. 

No  detenni  nation. 

Jan.  5,  1701.  A  petition  of  Henry  Ireton,  eaq., 
gainst  tbe  return  of  William  Master  and  Charle* 
Cox,  teqrs.,  by  means  of  bribery. 

Nov.  3,  170^.  A  petition  of  Charles  Cox,  esq., 

.  against  the  return  of  Henry  Ireton.  esq.,  by  means 

of  bribery  And  other  undue  means,  and  also  by 

fivcfi  pKveoting  nany  voters  from  polling  for  tbe 

petitioner. 

Not.  15.  Both  petitions  withdrawn.  Order^: 
"  The  return  of  Mr.  Cox  to  be  t&k«i  off  the  file.' 

Nov.  97.  1708.  A  petition  of  several  of  tbe 
inhabitants  of  this  borough  against  tbe  return  of 
Charles  Cox  and  Allen  Bathurst,  esqrs..  by  means 
of  notorious  bribery  and  other  undue  practices. 

Dec.  8, 1709.  Resolved  :  *'  That  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Abbey,  the  Emery,  and  Spiringate-tane,  not 
receiving  alms,  have  a  right  to  vote,  on  electing 
members  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough." 

"  That  Allen  Bathurst  and  Charlea  Cox*  esc|;s. 
ace  not  duly  elected  bu^essea  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
sent Parliament  for  this  borough." 

*'  That  the  late  election  of  bui^esset  foe  this  bo- 
rough is  a  void  election. 

Resolved.  May  «1,  1794,  '*  That  tbe  right  of 
election  is  ia  all  tbe  lohd>itant8,  Uousehahkts. 
K.  B.  It  was  resolved  in  this  case,  that  where 
there  ia  no  custom,  or  chaster,  for  the  dcctioii, 
there  the  Inhabitants,  Householden^  ought  to 
elect. 
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i.  13.  Samuel  Blackvrell,  ftsq.  petitioned; 
'ed   9d  session;  but  withdrawn  March  1?, 

rK  17.  Robert  Preaton,  esq.  petitioned  ;  re- 
■xi  3d  session;  when,  after 'a  long  trial,  the 
man  of  the  committee  appointed  to  try  this 
eaied  election  on  the  9th  May,  I79S,  re- 
ad, that  the  petitioner  was  duly  elected,  and 
It  to  have  been  returned,  and  that  Richard 
ters,  esq.  was  not  duly  elected,  and  ought  not 
avc  been  returned  ;  thnt  the  petition  and  op- 
tion to  it  were  not  frivolous. 
'arl.  Id.  Thomas  Blake  Howell,  esq.  peti- 
led,  and  a  day  was  appointed  to  try  the  safUBt 
he  not  giving  in  his  recognisance  according  to 
-,  the  order  for  trying  it  wa*  diseharged.. 

KJGllT  OP  KLRCtlON. 

E^OT,  4,  1690.  Resolved :  *<  That  the  inhabit- 
ts  of  the  borough  of  Cirencester,  being  inmates, 
ve  no  right  to  vote  in  electing  bai^esses  to  serve 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Douglas  delivered  in  a  statement  of  the 
;ht  of  election  as  follows: 
"  yhe  connsel  for  the  petitioner  state,  that, 
accordiDg  to  divers  determinatiotts  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  iltrt.  of  May,  l634, 
the  4th  of  November,  1690,  and  the  Sth  of 
December,  1709 ;  and  the  true  intent  md 
'  meaning  of  the  said  determinations,  as  weU  as 
'  by  constant  usage,  the  right  of  election  in 
'  the  borough  of  Cirencester,  in  the  cotinty  of 
'  Gloucester,  *  i* m  the  InhaBitanttt  Houieh&lder»t 
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*'  legally  settled :  that  Inmates^  have  no  right  to 
*♦  vote  for  the  said  borough,  nor  Inhahitantt  of 
"  the  Abbe^t  and  Emery^  and  Spiringate-lane  ;* 
"  which  was  admitted  by  the  »itting  members. 
M  Marcb  5,  1799." 

NUMBKR  OP  VOIEBS — 600. 

Returning  officers — the  Steward  and  Bai* 
Jifftp  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 
PAtBON — Eafl  Bathurst, 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

Earl  Bathurst,  who  lives  at  Oakley  Parki  close 
to  this  town,  and  his  ancestors,  b«ye  returned  one 
of  the  members  for  above  a  century.  At  the  last 
election,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  both,  but  it  is 
very  dQubtfMl  whether  he  will  be  able  to  presence 
that  influence.  Mr.  Cripps,  who  opposed  bis 
lordship's  interest,  having  lost  the  return  by  a  very 
few  vtrtea. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  lord  of  the  manor,  and  appoints, 
St  bis  court-leet,  a  steward  and  a  bailiff,  who  are 
returning  officers. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  Henry  IV.,  ind 
the  commonalty  chose  a  mayor  and  two  constables 
annually;  but  this  charter  was  cancelled  or  lost 
in  the  time  of  Elizabeth. 

Ip  the  Barons'  wars  against  Henry  lU.  the  cas- 
tle here  had  a  garrison  put  in  it  by  them  ;  but  the 
king  soon  recovered  it,  and  caused  it  to  be  demo- 
lished. In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  Thomas  Hol- 
land, Duke  of  Sprrey,  the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and 
other  noblemen,  retreating  to  Cirencester,  and 
lodging  in  ap  inn,  the  bailtflr.  of  the  towp  and 
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ismen  assaolted  the  bouse,  slew  them,  and 
their  heads  to  London.  For  this  servics 
ry  granted  the  inhabitants  ali  the  goods  of  the 
noblemen  and  their  adherents,  except  money,' 
i  and  jewels.  ~  He  also  granted  to  the  men 
does  in  the  season,  six  .bucks  to  the  women, 
one  hogshead  of  wine  from  Bristol.  He  like- 
;  made  the  town  a  court  of  staple  for  merchan- 
s  in  consequence  whereof  it  became  a  corpo- 
on.  It  did  not,  however,  return  members  to 
liament  b»lbre  the  19th  of  Elizabeth.  In  the  year 
i8.  Earl  Cholmondeley  (a  Roman  Catholic 
T,)  was  murdered  in  the  streets,  for  his  adhe- 
ce  to  absolute  monarchy. 


TEWKESBURY. 

Tewkesbury,  a  borough,  and  market  town,  in 
3  hundred  of  the  same  name,  on  the  banks  of  the 
vem,  near  its  junction  with  the  Avon,  9  miles 
im  Cheltenham,  and  104  from  London;  con- 
ning 8^9  bouses  and  4,199  inhabitants ;  of  whom 
334  were  employed  in  trade  and  manufacture, 
incipally  in  those  of  stocking-knitting,  frame- 
ark,  nails,  and  the  manufacture  of  mustard  and 
siting.  The  church  is  a  Gothic  structure,  and 
le  of  the  largest  and  most  magniBcent  in  Eng- 
nd ;  it  fcMrmerly  belonged  to  the  Mitred  Abbey, 
uoded  here  in  the  8th  century ;  it  Is  built  in  the 
Tin  of  a  cross,  vaulted  at  top  with  stone,  and 
ipported  by  two  rows  o{  laige  round  pillars.  It 
300feet  long,  and  the  great  cross  aisle,  ISO  feet; 
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ip  the  chancei  are  seven  \^TQ^  pa)ftt«d  wi^dawa, 
^^d,  it  contains  many  fpl^qdid  qiouuTneota*  som* 
of  thc[9  very  api^ient ;  here  lies  Eflwan)  prioge  of 
Wales,  soQ  of  H^ory  Yl.  aiid  Qeprg*  DuV^  of 
Clarencf,  brother  to  I^dwarft  IV, 

This  place  is  famous  far  t^h^Qody  ^tU«  flight 
here  between  the  two  bo4^«^9.  of  Xvk  aqd  hvott 
p««t»r,  wbc^  Edward,  IV.  ci>tirely  defiiated  Hwty 
YL,  taking  the  que^,  PHuce  Edward*  and  Qtany 
of  the  nobility  who  aided  with  tje^ry.  priseners. 
Tb^  yxHiDg  priBce,  ^hq  ivaq  but  e^ghtee^  yeaTa  ^ 
^g^  being  brought  ii^tQ  \he  king's  tent,  ^ppoared 
be^re  bim  witb  an  uDd^nnt^  oo^nl^niaooe;  wd 
Edward  asking  him,  b<w  he  caine  to  he  ao  raftb  a* 
thus  to  enter  his  kingdom  in  arms?  he  bravely  re* 
plied,  "  That  be  came  to  recover  his  own  inheri- 
tance, which  had  unjustly  been  usurped."  On 
which  the  king,  instead  of  admiring  bis  intrepidity, 
atrucfc  bim  on  the  nnoutb  with  his  .gauntlet^  and 
tUHiing.&om  him  witbdrew,  when  the  Duk«aof 
CMrencc  and  Glaifcester,,  the  king'a  brotbet»,  the 
Earl  of  Oorseti  and  the  I^Ofd  Hastings  9t«pt  up 
to  th«  young  prince^  a^4  barbarously  slabbed  ham 
witb  tbeiF  daggers. 

REPRESENTAT1TE    HISTORY. 

Thi»  bAvoiigb  was,  empoveted  by  King  Jama* 
thi»  Virat,  by  o^ter  in  tie  7th  of  Iva  Ki^,  to  tend 
l^^«eses  tct  farli«m^t. 

Nov.  9,  I&40,  Mr.  Maymrd  reported  froia  tibe 
qomniittee  upon  the  double  tetvrn  m^  Sir  Kobott 
Cook  and  Mr.  Stevens  by  cwig  ind«fttitfeh  an4  Mi. 
^fa^ea  aoi^  Sir  £dw9r4  AHiMd  by  wuMibiw  ioAeo-. 
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t,  (SHioetvi^  it  intfit  that  all  these  four  persons 
uld  ait  tiU  tbeetectioD  be  detenPDined,  and  also 
orts  in  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  committee  that  the 
iiff  of  Tewkesbury  should  be  seat  for,  a»  a  delin- 
9nk  Se>f  hia  condoct  in  aueh  double  retwrn. 
Reaolved  by  tbe  House  accordingly :  **  That  Sir 
•bert  Cook,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Craven,  and  Sir 
ward  Alford,  do  forbear  to  sit ;"  alao 
Rosolved:  "  That  Mr.  Tbomaa  Halt,  tbe  hailiff  of 
Is  borough  be  aeat  for  by  the  sergeant  at  arms, 
a  delisqueBt." 

Resolved :  "  That  pUi*  m^emo,  bailifik,  do 
»l  affiear  as  yet  to  hare  commttled  any  misde^ 
eanor:  therefore  not  to  be  sent  for." 
Kov.  90lh,  Sir  £dward  Alford  ie  not  tojnake 
s  cUoice  for  wbich  place  he  will  serve,  till  tbo 
ection  for  thi*  borQogb  ao4  Aruttdel  be  deter*- 
Mted. 

Aug.  6, 1641 .  Resolved:  "  That  the  election  for 
lift  heroiugh  im  totahy  void,  and  a  new  writ  or- 
aredr  for  the  eleetiqn  of  two  bui^:esa9  for  this: 
MWgh." 

Dm.  9.  1:69^.  A  pebitioB  of  Sir  Richard  Cox, 
art.,  against  the  idorn  of  Sv  Francis  WiDniagton, 
>y  nwens  of  thveftleniHig  those  w)h>  had  voted  for 
he  petitioner,  t»  wm  them  out  of  tbeir  bouaea,  uiK> 
ess  they  withdrew  their  votes,  «i)d  abo  detaining 
:he  town  book,  with  other  undue  practices. 

No  determinatioa  appears  upon  this  singular 
randuefi. 

iuly  3*  1714.  A  patiticHii  of  Eidwsrd  Fopbato^ 
eH|.,  agunafe  the  iCiMifn  of  Anthony  Laehmcre^  esq. 

Xe^eteRftiMtiob  appeals. 
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Nov.  6,  1681.  A  petition  of  George  R«Kl,««q., 
against  the  return  of  Lord  Viscount  Gage;,  by 
meaos  of  the  bailiffs  refusing  many  legal  votes  for 
the  petitioner,  and  permitting  great  tumults  and 
disorders,  which  they  the  said  bailifis  refused  to 
quell,  thereby  preventing  many  other  voters  from 
polling  for  the  petitioner. 
No  determination  appears. 
In  1754,  Thomas  Lord  Viscount  Gage,  of  (he 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  his  son,  the  HoDOurabk 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gage,  petitioned :  the  fonner 
died,  and  the  latter  requested  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition,  which  the  House  granted,  January, 
1755. 
TVckweti.  Peter  Moore,  and  Philip  Francis,  esqrs.,  peti- 
'''^**''tioned  against  the  election  of  James  Martin,  and 
William  Dowdeswell,  esqrs.,  October  19,  1796. 
The  committee  who  tried  this  case  was  choeen, 
February  90,  I797.  The  petitioners  allied  that 
they  were  elected  by  a  great  majority  of  persons 
qualified  by  the  constitution  of  the  borough  to 
vote ;  they  also  made  a  heavy  complaint  against 
the  returning  officers,  which  they  abandoned  on 
the  first  day  of  the  trial,  and  which  the  committee 
reported  to  be  frivolous  and  vexatious.  On  the 
1st  of  March,  the  committoe  determined  the  sit-  . 
ting  members  to  be  duly  elected. 

COEPOKATION, 

Tewkesbury  being  reincorporated  by  James  the 
First,  it  was  then  governed  by  34  burgesses,  from^ 
whom  are  annually  chosen  two  bailiffs,  who  are* 
the  ruling  magistrates,  and  buve  jurisdiction  within 
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OTougb,  excluBive  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
le  county. 

BIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

io  the  Freemen  at  large,  and  in  all  persona 
id  of  an  estate  of  freehold  in  aa  entire  dweU< 
louse  witbin  the  ancient  limits  of  the  said  bo- 
:h-^March  1 ,  1797- 

UMBER  OF  VOTKES — 500. 
.ETURNING  OFFlCEB8-"the  Baitifis. 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

'his  town  had  the  honour  of  being  represented 
nine  Parliaments  by  James  Martin,  esq.,  of 
erbury  near  this-  place.  He  was  called  the 
drew  Marvel  of  his  time;  and  it  has  been  said 
hiiQf  that,  although  he  sat  so  many  years  in 
rliament,  he  never  gave  a  vote  that  cost  his 
iQtry  a  guinea  or  a  tear.  He  was  too  honest  to 
rchase  a  seat,  or  sell  bis  vote.  His  grateful 
natituents  returned  him  as  long  as  he  was  ^le 
attend  his  duty,  without  expense,  and  since  his- 
atti  they  have  elected  his  son.  It  was  the 
ide  and  consolation  of  his  life  that  he  had  voted 
ainst  every  war  the  country  had  engaged  in  dur* 
g  bis  time,  particularly  that  with  America,  in  ' 
?74.  He  connected  himself  with  no  party,  but 
Dted  upon  every  question  agreeably  to  the  COO'- 
neotious  dictates  of  his  own  upright  mind,  ex* 
cpt  when  he  was  instructed  by  his  constituents, 
/hosGopiaion  he  thought  it  his  duty,  most  impli- 
itly  to  obey,  in  conformity  to  the  constitutional 
•rdcticeoCthe  purest  times. 
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He  WM  offered  by  the  minister  a  very  lucra- 
tive share  in  the  loan  of  1783,  but  instead  of  suf- 
fering it  to  influence  his  parliamentary  conduct, 
'he  communicated  to  the  House  the  same  afternoon 
,  the  indignity  he  conceiTed  to  be  oflfered  to  the  in- 
dependence of  a  British  Senator. 
-  Tewkeabury  is  not  subject  to  the  control  of  a 
patron,  and  we  believe  the  electors  are  as  free  from 
improper  influence  as  the  defective  state  of  our  re- 
presentation will  admit. 


HAMPSHIRE. 

Hampshire,  or  the  county  of  Southampton, 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Bertsliire,  on  the  east 
by  Surry  and  Sussex,  on  the  south  by  the  English 
channef,  and  on  the  west  by  Dorsetshire  and  Wilt- 
shire, bein^  nearly  square.  It  is  about  +2  mites 
long  and  58  broad,  and  contnins  1,112,000  acres  of 
land  exclusive  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  having  nearly 
600,000  acres  in  a  course  of  pasturage,  and  300,000 
acres  arable.  The  county  is  dividedinto  lOdivisions, 
viz.  Alton  north  and  south,  .Andover,  Basingstoke, 
Faw!«y,  Kingsclere,  New  Forest  east  and  west, 
Portsdown  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which  forms 
two  libertips,  called  East  and  West  Medina.  These 
are  subdivided  into  39  smalt  hundreds,  having  one 
eity,  Winchester,  90  towns,  and  953  parishes. 
Eight  of  the  towns,  viz.  Andover,  Christchurcbj 
I.ymington,  Petersfield,  Portsmouth,  Southamp- 
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Stocj£bridg;e,,aod  Whitchurch,  send  each  two 
ibers  to  Farliaoient,  which,  together  with  sis 
he  boroughs  of  Newport.  Yarmouth,  and  Newi 
in  the  Ule  of  Wight,  two  for  the  county,  and 

for  the  city,  make  96  members  returoed  to 
iament  by  thiscouoty.  Hampshire  including 
Iste  of  Wight,  coDtains  ^8,345  houses,  inha* 
d  by  919,6^6  persoDs,  viz.  105,667  males  and 
,9S9  females,  of  whom  30,303  were  returned  &4 
ig  employed  in  variouB  trades,  maoufactories, 

haudicraft  busioesses,  and  50,696  in  agricoU 
i.  The  priociptd  ftvesis  are,  the  New  Foretty 
tt  Bere,  aod  Woolmer ;  the  former  stretching 
n  Gods-bill  to  the  sea,  a  distance  of  nearly  9P 
es,  and  about  15  broad,  containing  about  9S,000 
es  of  land.  It  has  nine  walks,  as  many  keepers^ 
)0W  bearer,  and  a  lord  warden*  and  is  divided 
o  nine  bailiwicks,  and  is  well  stocked  with  deer, 
leNewForest  was  so  called,  because  it  was  added 
the  existing  forests  by  William  tbe  Conqueror. 
lere  is  an  officer  appointed  to  select  the  trees 
Dppr  for  the  use  of  the  royal  navy.  Alice  Holt 
d  Woolmer  forests  are  situated  on  the  borders  of 
irry  and  Sussex,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the 
/er  Wye,  which  is  navigable  to  Godalming, 
>oiit  10  miles  from  the  middle  of  the  forest,  and 
Fords  an  easy  conveyance  of  timber  to  the  river 
hamei.  The  forest  of  Bire  lies  on  the  south- 
ist  part  of  Hampshire,  near  Fortsdown,  within 
ght  miles  of  Portsntouth,  and  contains  about 
j,00()  acres.  There  are  but  few  manufactures  of 
if  consequence,  and  those  only  of  cloth,  shal- 
long,  aiMl  coarse  woollens.  The  beautiful,  fertile, 
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and  pleasant  Isle  of  Wiglrt  lies  about  one  mile 
from  the  main  land,  being  Separated  by  a  aarrow 
channel,  in  shape  something  resembling  a  bird 
with  expanded  wiags,  and  is  aboot  13  miles  long 
and  91  broad  ;  containii^  about  100,000  acres  of 
land,  of  which  foor-fiflhs  is  arable,  producing  suf- 
ficient-corn for  the  coDBumptitrn  of  ten  times  itsr 
OWD  population.  Hampshire  was  anciently  inha- 
bited by  the  Regni  and  the  Belgse,  by  whom  fh6 
city  of  Winchester  is  supposed  to  have  been  butltj 
itJies  in  the  province  of  Canterbury  and  diocese 
of  Winchester.  The  total  amount  of  the  property- 
tax,  as  returned  in  1S06,  was  9,105,561/.  The 
amount  of  money  raised  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  in  1803,  was  183,499/.*  being  at  the  rate 
of  is.  lid.  iD  the  pound.  The  average  of  deaths 
for  10  years  appears  to  have  been  aa  t  to  47  of  cbe 
existing  population. 

BEPKESSHTATIVE  HISTORV. 

This  county  has  returned  members  to  Parlia- 
ment since  93  Edward  I. 

'  We  do  not  find  a  single  petition  complaining  of 
an  UNDUE  ELECTION  10  this  county'.!! 

POLITICAL   CHABACTER. 

This  county  has,  from  its  maritime  situation/ 
many  ports,  where  agreat  number  of  custom-house 
officers,  and  others,  under  the  immediate  control 
of  government,  reside.  The  interest  arising  from 
this  connexion,  as  well  as  from  the  dock-yard  at 
Portsmouth,  is  so  great,  as  to  supersede  aristo- 
cracy itself ;  and  the  adainistratioQ  for  the  time 
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have  generally  the  nomiaatiou  of  its  mem-' 

e  only  instance  we  remember  of  an  election 
;  catried  against  government  in  this  county 
that  of  Jervoise  Clarke  Jervoise,  esq.,  in  1779, 
was  chosen  in  opposition  to  Sir  Richard  Wor- 
by  a  nofijority  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-one 

le  priDcipal  interests  are  those  of  the  Marquis 
jckingham,  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  Earl  of  Car- 
3n,  Lord  Bolton,  Marquis  of  Winchester,  Sir 
iam  Heathcote,  Sir  Thomas  Miller,  Sir  Tho- 
Baring,  Sir  H.  C.  St.  John  Miidmay,  Mr. 
te,  Sir  S.  Jervoise  ;  and  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
^eonard  Holmes,  Sir  William  Oglander,  Sir 
1  BarringtoD,  Hon.  Mr.  Pelham,  and  Mr. 
hfbrd. 


CITY  OF  WINCHESTER. 

I^INCBESTEB  IS  a  City  of  Hampshire,  situated 
:he  banks  of  the  rirer  Itchin,  17  miles  from 
ingstoke,  13  from  Southampton,  and  64  from 
idon.  It  contains  791  houses  and  5,$96  inha- 
iDts,  viz.  9,767  males  and  3,0^9  females ;  of 
■na  i5S  were  returned  as  being  employed  in 
ious  trades.  Most  of  the  buildings  have  aa 
•earance  of  antiquity,  and  the  streets  ate  broad 
I  remarkably  clean.  It  is  about  half  a  mile 
g  from  east  to  west;  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
coiopasa ;  and  contains  eight  churches*  exclu-. 
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siTe  of  St.  Bartholomew's  at  Hyde.  The  i^eseirt 
CRthedral  was  begun  in  the  eleventh  century,  by 
Bishop  Walkelyn,  but  was  in  part  rebuilt  by 
Bishop  Wickham,  in  139*.  The  choir  under  the 
tower  was  vaulted  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I,  Thr. 
new  college  of  this  city  was  founded  by  William 
of  Wickham,  the  warden  whereof  is  appointed  by 
New  College,  Oxford,  also  erected  by  the  same 
pious  founder.  The  town-hall«  in  the  same  street, 
is  a  handsomebuilding,  supported  by  Doric  pillars: 
it  is  ornamented  with  a  statue  of  Queen  Anne. 
In  17SS,  a  new  spacious  county  gaol  was  erected 
on  the  Uowardian  plan,  in  the  court  of  which  is  A: 
neat  cbnpel ;  there  is  also  a  Bridewell  for  the  city, 
and  another  for  the  county ;  the  latter  erected  in 
1736.  The  streets  are  well  paved  aiid  lighted, 
under  an  act  passed  in  1770  ;  and  a  new  and  Com- 
iDodious  market-bouse  was  erected  in  1773.  Win- 
chester by  the  Britons  was  called  Caer  Guent, 
and  after  the  Romans  were  settled  here.  Is  said  to 
have  become  noted  for  its  manufactures  of  cloth 
and  household  linen;  during  the  time  of  the 
Saxons,  many  of  their  kings  resided  here.  Athel- 
atan  granted  it  the  privtl^eof  six  midts,  and  in 
6GO  it  was  erected  into  a  bishopric,  transferred 
from  Dorchester,  lis  ancient  castle  is  supposed 
to  have  been  built  by  King  Arthur ;  in  it  William 
11.,  inrDaiBed  Rufus,  was  crowned.  During  th« 
civil  wars  it  was  mostly  demolished  by  the  Par- 
Itanent  forces,  except  the  old  hall,  la  which  the 
assises  are  still  held}  io  this  i^o  bangs  what  is 
denoffiiiwt^  Arthur's  Round  Tabto,  with  the 
names  of  the  knights  thereon.    Oo  the  «te«f  tb* 
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tic,  a  royal  palace  yras  begun,  in  1693;  the 
icipal  floor  of  which  is  a  noble  range  of  apart- 
its,  and  coataiDS  in  all  l60  chambers;  this  has 
:n  been  occupied  by  prisoners  of  war,  on  their 
Die.  Sevei-al  Dionasteries  and  religious  house* 
■e  formerly  in  the  suburbs  of  this  city.  The 
^ue  made  great  tievastatioiis  here  in  the  years 
,  134S,  and  again  in  l66S  ;  and  at  the  west  end 
the  town  is  ao  obelisk,  having  an  inscription 
nmemorativeof  those  calamities. 

REt>RRSEKTATlVE  HISTORY. 

This  city  has  returned  citizens  to  Parliament 
m  the  S3d  of  Edward  the  First,  and  several  Par- 
ments  have  been  held  here. 
Petitions,  &c.  March  24,  .1689.  A  petition 
Charles  Morley,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  Wil- 
m  Lord  Pawlet  and  Frederic  Tilney,  esq.,  by 
sans  of  indirect-practices. 
Oct.  6,  1690.  Mr.  Morley  reported  from  the 
}mmittee  of  Privileges  of  Elections:  "  That  the 
rht  of  election  appeared  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Re- 
irder.  Aldermen,  Bailifis,  and  corporation  of  the 
id  city." 

Resolved :  "  That  the  Lord  William  Pawlet  is 
jly  elected  a  citizen  to  serve  for  this  borough  ;" 
id  the  said  resolution  being  twice  read>  was 
p-eed  to  by  the  House. 

Feb.  13,  1700.  A  petition  of  Frederic  Tilney, 
jq,,  shewing,  that  the  petitioner  was  a  candidate 
t  the  late  election  for  this  city,  and  had  a  majo- 
ity  of  legal  votes;  but  by  influence,  and  indirect 
ractices,  and  by  means  of  threats  and  menaces, 
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and  alto  by  the  appearancq  of  tbrec  duke*  in  court, 
wlio  voted  against  the  petitioner,  (notwithstanding 
he  c*ined  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  14th  of 
Pec<mber,  1699,  to  be  read  in  court,)  Lord  Wil- 
Nam  ^wlet  and  Greerge  Bridges,  esq.,  were  un- 
justly returned. 

No  determination, 

March  S6,  17l5.  A  petition  of  John  Popbam* 
wq.,  against  the  retura  of  Lord  Wiliram  iSiwIet, 
who,  by  means  of  bribery,  (assisted  by  the  mayor 
of  the  city,)  and  other  ille^l  practices,  prevented 
numerous  burgesses  and  freemen  from  voting  for 
petitioner. 

April  &.     Petition  withdrawn. 

Pari.  10.  William  Powlett,  esq.  petitioned 
against  Pftwiet  St.  John,  esq.,  but  the  case  does 
not  appear  to  hare  been  tried. 

CORPORATION. 

Hereare.  by  Q«^  ^unbetli's. charter,  a  majnor, 
recorder)  six  aldermeo,  tvro  bailiffs,  and  twenty- 
four  onuMtoB-coancilmen. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

The  tneabers  are  elected  by  the  Corporation. 

NuBWtR   OF   TITERS — 60.  . 

RETVRKiNoaFncERs — the  Boiliffs. 
Patron — Sir  Henry  Carew  St.  John  Mihlmay. 

POLITICAL   ANECDOTE. 

In  B  {lenaion  list  of  Charles  the  Second,  the  fol- 
lowing anecdote  appears  : — '*  Sir  Robert  Holmes, 
**  member  for  Winchester ;  first  an  Irish  Livtry 
**  Boift  then  a  Higbwayhah,  and  afterwards  a 
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it  ASH  AW  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  got  in  boons  and 
apine  ^100,000. — The  cursed  beginner  of  the 
:wo  Dutch  wars'." 

POLITICAL    CUARACTKB. 

The  right  of  election  for  this  city  having  heea 
n6ned  to  the  corporation,  and  such  freemen  as 
is  select  body  pleases  to  make,  ever  since  the 
ar  1690,  its  elective  franchise  fell  under  the 
fiuence  of  the  then  Dukes  of  Bolton  and  Chan- 
ts, who  sent  each  a  member,  and  sonetimes  each 
itroa  attempted  to  return  both. 
In  1747,  Henry  Penton,esq.,  of  tbiacity,  over- 
ime  the  Bolton  interest;  and  that  gentleman  and 
le  iate  Duke  of  CJiandos  nominated  each  a  nKm- 
iT  during  their  lives.  The  late  Sir  Henry  Pawlet 
t.  John  Mildmay  succeeded  Mr.  Fenton  in  the 
ifluetice  he  possessed  in  1809 ;  and  at  the  last 
enenl  election,  in  IS  13,  Jiia  son,  the  present  Sir 
lenry  Carew  St.  lohn  Mildmay,  having  procured 
number  of  his  relations  and  tenants  to  be  made 
'eemen,  became  sole  patron  of  this  corporation. 

The  dukedoms  of  Bolton  and  Chandos,  the 
leads  of  the  two  contending  parties  in  this  county, 
laving  become  extinct,  their  repreeentatives,  the 
>re9entIjord  Bolton  andthe  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
lam,  no  longer  possess  the  political  influence  ex- 
trcised  by  those  noblemen. 

A  great  majority  of  this  corporation,  who  choose 
:be  virtual  representatives  for  a  population  of  near 
ax.  thousand  souls,  are  non-residents,  and  as  such 
can  have  no  interest  or  concern  for  the  people,  of 
whose  rights  they  have  the  exclusive  exercise. 
K  K  S 
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PORTSMOUTH. 

Portsmouth  is  a  sea-port,  borough,  market- 
town,  arid  parish,  in  the  liundred  and  diviaion'of 
Portsdown,  Hants,  74  miles  from  London  ;  con- 
taining 1,130  houses,  inhabited  by  7,S39  persons, 
viz.  3,143  males  and  4,691  females,  of  whom  9^8 
were  returned  as  being  employed  in  trade,  handi- 
craft, and  manufacture ;  but  the  population  of 
Portsmouth  and  Porlsea,  which  may  be  called  one 
town,  is  33,236  persons,  of  which  number  upwards 
of3,000are  constantly  employed  in  the  dock-yards.' 
This  town  was  anciently  defended  by  a  wall  of 
timber  covered  with  earth,  and  with  bastions  and' 
forts  of  hewn  stone.  But  in  the  reign  of  Queen' 
Elizabeth  it  was  strongly  defended  by  new  works ;' 
at  the  Restoration  of  King  Charles  II.,  great  im- 
provements were  made,  by  the  establishment  of 
new  docks  j  several  forts  were  strongly  fortified  in 
the  modern  manner,  since  which  time  each  suc- 
ceeding sovereign  has  made  further  improvements 
and  additional  works,  that  it  is  now  the  most  re-' 
gular  fortress  in  Britain. 

RSPRBSBNTATIVE  HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  returned  bui^eases  to  Parlia- 
ment in  the  23rd  of  Edward  the  First. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  ly,  l678.  A  petition 
of  Hirhard  Stevens  touching  the  election  of  this 

borough. 

No  report  appears. 
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arch  54,  16S9.  A  petition  of  Henry  Sliagsby, 
shewing  that  Nicholas  Hedger,  mayor  of  this 
ugh,  upon  pretence  ^ having  turrendered  his 
;,  did  by  undue  means  cause  bimself  to  be  re- 
ed, notwithstanding  h^itstill the  1^1  mayor. 

0  report  appears. 

>ec.  4>  1 695.  A  petition  of  divers  inhabitants 
'ortsmouth,  paying  scot  and  lot,  and  having  a 
t  to  vote,  staling  that  they  were  precluded- 
ng  their  votes  for  Edmund  Dnmmer,  esq.,  by 
>y  illegal  practices  on  the  part  of  the  said 
:holas  Hedger,  mayor  of  this  borough,  viz. 
shutting  the  gates  of  the  town,  to  prevent  those 
n  voting  who  lived  wiihout,  and  by  threatening 
ny  of  the  petitioners  with  corporat punishmettti 
offering  to  poll  for  Mr.  Dummer,  and  also  in  ^ 
itile  msoiier,  by  keeping  a  guard  of  toUfiert^ 
threaten  and  dttcourage  Mr.  Dummer's  frieodv 
m  voting  for  him,  by  which,  and  many  other 
^rant  and  uncoostitutional  practiceB,  the  said 
lyor  procured  himself  to  be  returned. 
No  report  appears  upon  tbis  unconstitutional 
urpation  of  power. 

28.    A  petition  of  Matthew  Aylmer,  esq., 

ainst  the  return  of  Colonel  Gibson,  by  means  of 
e  mayor,  at  4  private  cor^sultption  with  a  few 
dermen,  having  put  the  common  seal  to  an  in- 
mture  and  return,  in  manifest  wrong  of  the  peti- 
oner,  who  had  the  majority  of  votes. 
Resolved :  "  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
3sse8  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is 

1  the  Mayor,   Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the 
aid  borough  only." 
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"ThatJohnGilMOQaAdMattbewAylaa-tMqrg. 
ttB  not  daly  elected  (or  this  borough." 

"  That  th«  said  eleetiou  of  buTgeMes  for  this  bo^ 
rotigh  is  a  void  election." 

The  taid  retolutioaft  being  read  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Dec.  1,  1710.  A  petition  of  Sir  Willkm  Gif- 
ferd  and  Sir  James  Wishart,  knts.,  against  the  il- 
legal return  of  Sir  John  Jennings  and  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  the  pretended  mayor,  Henry  Seager,  esq,, 
and  Thomas  Ridge  and  James  White,  esqrs.,  aOd 
several  others  who  acted,  and  voted  as  aldermen, 
though  neither  of  them  had  taken  the  sacrament 
and  the  necessary  oath,  as  prescribed  by  act  of 
parliament,  besides  using  many  other  indirect  prac- 
tices in  procuring  votes. 

Resolved:  "That  Sir  Charles  Wager  and  8fr 
John  Jennitigs  are  not  duly  elected  for  this  bo« 
rough." 

<*  That  Sir  James  Wishart  and  Sir  William  Oi^ 
fard,  knts.,  are  duly  elected  burgessfts  for  this  bo- 
rough." 

The  said  resolutions  being  raad  twice,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  return  amended 
accordingly, 

Feb.  3,  1710.  Resolved:  "That  Joseph  White- 
bom,  esq.,  who  was  elected  mayor  of  the  borough 
of  Portsmouth  on  the  lOtb  of  December,  1709* 
and  bad  not  duly  qualified  himself  for  that  office 
according  to  law,  by  taking  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  accoHing  to  the  rites  of  the  Church 
of  England,  within  one  year  next  before  his  eleo* 
tlon,  was  not  1^1  loayor  of  the  said  borough." 
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esolved :  "  that  the  sMennea  electa  during 
said  pretended  mayorsUy  of  the  said  Mr. 
itehorn,  ai«  not  legal  aldermen,  and  the  bur- 
es  elected  during  his  pretended  mayoralty 
e  not  a  right  to  vote  in  election  for  members 
aerve  in  Parliaipent  ft>r  the  said  boreagh  of 
rtsmouth." 

["be  House  being  moved.  Fab.  10,  1711>  ^^S^^'i 
e  into  consideration  whether  Sir  William  Gtf- 
1,  being  governor  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  is 
Hibte,  acoording  to  the  act  of  the  6th  of  Queen 
ine,  of  b«ing  a  member  of  the  House  of  Cdra- 
>ns,  the  act  was  read.  Ordered,  *'That  the 
nstitution  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  the  pa> 
Bt  constituting  Sir  William  Gi^rd  governor 
eieoC  be  laid  before  the  House.  On  the  Hth 
■  February,  a  person  firom  Crreenwich  Hospital  . 
[tended,  tund  at  the  bar  presented  the  constitu> 
on^the  hospital,  and  also  the  eomraiasion  to 
ifr  William  Gifiard  to  be  governor,  and  then  with- 
tew.  And  it  appeared  that  the  eoostitution  of 
he  hospital,  whereby  a  govereor  thereof  was  ap- 
wioted,  was  before  the  act  of  Queen  Anne.  After 
which  Sir  William  Giffard  oame  into  the  House, 
and  took  his  place. 

COBPORATIOK. 

Poitsmouth  was  last  incorporated  by  Charles  I. 
It  )>  goTemed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  twelve  alder- 
men,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  bu^estes. 

KIOHX  OF  KLECTIOK. 

Jan.  94,  1 695.    Reaolved :  "  That  the  right  of 
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election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  ibr 
the  borough  of  Portsmouili  (in  com.  Southampton) 
is  in  the  mayor,  alJermep,  and  l^ui'gesses  of  thf 
said  borough  only. 
,    Number  OF  VOTERS — UQ. 

Returning  officer— rthe  Mayor.  . 

Patron — Mr.  Alderman  Carter.' 

POLITICAL  CHARACTEE. 

The  right  of  election  in  this  town  being  exclu^ 
sively  in  the  Corporation,  consisting  of  a  MayoE, 
Kecorder,  13  Aldermen,  and  an  indeflnite  numberof 
Burgesses,  lik,e  that  of  Plymouth,  the  same  iaflu- 
ence  prevailed  hfxe  for  a  great  number  of  yean, 
and  the  Admiralty. was. always  admitted  to  buve 
the  nomination  of  its  members.  The  CoFporation, 
however,  being  chiefly  composed  of  men  of  in<to- 
pendent  fortunes,  and  inimical  to  the  American  war, 
and  the  unconstitutional  measures  of  Lord  Nooth-'s 
administration,  refused  to  accept  tbe  ministerial 
nomination  of  the  late  Peter  Taylor,  esq.,  the 
army  commissary,  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Sir 
Matthew  Featherstonbaugh,  in  1774,  and  invited 
Joshua  Iremonger,  of  Wherewell,  in  thiscdunty, 
a  gentleman  of  great  opulence  and  iadcpendeoce, 
to  oppose  the  government  interest.  The  patriotic 
party  had  not  yet  acquired  a  sufficient  strength  to 
overcome  that  influence  which  had  usually  pre- 
vailed here,  so  that  Mr.  Taylor  carried  bis  electiop 
by  a  majority  of  tliree  votes.  , 

This  opposition  to  government  irritated  them  to 
such  a  pitch,  as  to  cause  them,  the  ensuing  term, 
\o  move  the  court  Qf  King's  Bench  for  informsT 
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5  in  the  nature  of  quo  varranto,  agaiost  the 
or,  several  of  the  aldermen,  and  63of  thebur- 
es.  TheBeinformati^inBhavingbeen severally ob- 
ed,  and  trials  had  tiiei-eon,  judgment  of  ouster 
issued  against  tile  whole  number.  Similar 
•rmations  were  then  moved  on  behalf  of  the  pa- 
tic  against  the  ministerial  party,  and  29  of  the 
er  were  likewise  ousted. 
fhese  judgments  left  the  corporation  without  a 
yor  or  recorder,  only  four  aldermen  remained  in 
:ir  offices,  and  a  few  of  the  bui^ases.  Admi- 
tration  had  now  so  far  succeeded,  as  to  have  a 
ar  majority  in  this  garbled  corporation  ;  but  of 
i  four  remaining  aldermen,  Wm.  Carter,  sen., 
].,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Linzee,  and  Mr.  Varloe,  the' 
oformerbeingin  theindependent  intere8t,andthe 
o  latter  in  that  of  government,  and  as  the  potfer 
making  aldermen,  and  nominating  candidates 
r  the  office  of  mayor,  is  vested  by  the  bye-laws 
'  the  corporation  in  the  court  of  aldermen,  no 
ection  could  legally  be  made  for  either.  The 
lajority  of  bui^sses  who  were  in  the  interest  of 
overnm&nt,  however,  assembled,  and  assumed  to 
lemselves  a  power  of  choosing  a  mayor,  and 
lected'Mr.  Munday,  an  officer  of  the  customs  in 
his  port,  and  one  of  the  burgesses  into  that  office. 
This  election  being  illegal,  judgment  of  ouster 
•va?  sDon  obtained  against  him ;  but  the  butgesses 
itill  persevered  in  the  same  mode  of  election,  -and 
as  often  as  judgment  of  ouster  was  obtained  against 
one,  tbey  set  about  electing  another  of  their  own 
party,  and  continued  this  practice  for  nearly  nine 
year«,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  Linzee  and 
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Varloc,  the  two  mioitterial  aldoinvn.  died,  ftod 
left  the  borporate  power  in  the  hands  of  their  op- 
ponents. The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  had  been 
considered  the  patron  and  supporter  of  the  minis- 
terial party  in  this  borough,  being  about  this  time 
removed  from  the  office  of  first  lord  of  the  admi- 
calty,  (hey  lost  that  support  by  which  they  were 
enabled  for  so  many  yeara  to  carry  on  their  oppo- 
sition. 

The  two  remaining  aldermen.  Carter  and  White, 
having  now  the  sole  command  of  the  corporation, 
and  the  election  of  mayor  of  necessity  falling  upoa 
one  of  them,  Mr.  Carter  was  accordingly  chosen 
on  the  Micbaelmas-day  following. 

The  corporation  haviag  once  more  obtained  a 
legal  form,  a  court  of  aldermen  was  held,  the  vi^ 
canciea  were  filled  up,  and  a  number  of  new  bur^ 
gesses  elected,  of  such  a  character  and  independ- 
ence, as  placed  them  beyond  the  reach  of  ira|Ht^>er 
influence.  The  constitutional  objections  which 
wo  have  to  make  against  tbem  are,  that  the  naa- 
jority  of  them  are  non-reaidents  ;-aod  that  by  tb^ 
conatitution  tbey  elect  each  other,  without  the 
suffrages  of  the  inhabitants,  who  are  therein  not 
only  secluded  from  their  natural  right  to  their 
choice  of  m^stratea,  but  also  from  the  more  im- 
portant one,  of  delegating  their  reprMentalivea  tb 
the  legislature,  in  whom  is  the  diapoml  of  their 
liberty,  life,  and  property. 
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STOCKBRIDGE. 

ocE.BB.iDaE,  a  borough  and  market-town  in 
<arish  and  hundred  of  Kingsomborne,  diTision 
ndover,  Hants,  31  miles  from  Basingstoke, 
56  from  London.;  containing  158  bouses,  and 
inhabitants. 

BEPHESENTATITE  BI8T0AY. 

his  borough  never  sent  burgesses  to  Farn^- 
it  till  the  first  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
'etitions,  &c.  Jan.  39,  1569.  Mr.  Speaker 
lared  to  the  House,  that  the  Lord  Steward 
eed  that  the  bui^esses  for  this  borough  should 
^rt  to  the  House,  and  with  convenient  speed 
!w  their  letters  patent  why  they  had  been  re^ 
■ned  to  Parliament. 

May  9,  16I4.  Mr.  Fuller  reported  the  case  of 
ockbridge,  that  there  were  only  twenty-eight 
rsoDs  in  the  town  who  had  true  voices  in  the 
ection.  That  the  bailiff  got  the  seal  of  the  town 
^to  his  own  hands. 

May  17,  I76I.  Sergeant  Charleton  reported, 
poa  the  double  return  'for  this  borough  of  Sir 
lobert  Howard,  knt.,  and  Robert  Philips,  esq., 
>y  one  iadenture,  and  Henry  Whitehead,  esq., 
ind  Sir  Robert  Howard  by  another ;  and  the  opi- 
lion  of  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Phillips  ought  to 
ut  till  the  merits  touching  the  election  should  be., 
iletermined-^to  which  the  House  agreed. 
June:;9.     Another  report  touching  the  said 
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election,  when  it  was  agreed  by  the  House,  that 
Sir  Robert   Howard  and  Colonel  Phillips  were 
well  elected. 
'  Oct.  95,  1680.    A  petition  of  Henry  White- 
head) esq. 

Nov.  99.  Resolved :  "  That  Henry  White- 
head, esq.  is  duly  elected." 

March  95,  1681.  A  petition  of  the  same 
touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

Ko  report  appears. 

Oct.  93,  1689.  A  petition  of  William  Strode, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  Montague, 
esq.,  by  means  of  undue  practices. 

A  petition  of  William  Reeves  against  the  same 
return. 

Noy.  15.  Resolved:  ^*  That  William  Mon- 
tague, esq.,  is  not  duly  elected  a  bui|;ess  for  this 
borough.'* 

"  That  William  Strode,  esq.,  is  not  duly  elect- 
ed." 

"  That  the  said  election  is  a  void  election ;"  and 

Ordered:  "  That  Richard  Hewes,  the  bailiff  of 

this  borough,  Page  Robinson,  Gutebouse, 

and  Samnel  Hall,  be  sent  for  in  the  custody  of  the 
sei^eantat  arms,  forgiving  and  taking  bfibe^  at  the 
said  election  ;"  and  further. 

Resolved  :  "  That  Williijm  Montague,  esq.,  be 
disabled  from  being,  elected  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
this  present  Parliament  for  tUis  borough." 

A  motion  was  made  to  disable  William  Strode, 
esq.,  but  was  disagreed  to. 

A  debate  arose  for  disfranchising  this  borough 
for  ever  from  sending  burgesses  to  Parliament, 
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lieu  thereof  to  add  twokaightsof  the  sfaire* 
chosen  for  the  county  of  Southamptoo. 
solved  :  *'  That  it  be  considered ;"— but  it 
ot  moved  again. 

vember  97,  16S9.  A  petitioD  of  R.  Hew^j 
inhabitants  of  Stbckbridge,  that  they  were 
sorry  they  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
louse  by  encouragiag  tbe,giving  of  money, 
by  other  irregularities  at  the  late  election 
,   which  they  had  not  done,  but  that  they 

so  near  ruin  by  the  late  king's  army  conti- 
ly  quartering  upon  them,  and  praying  the  con- 
ation of  the  House,  and  to  be  discharged  from 
r  conBnements.  The  petitioners  being  called 
tnd  severely  reproved  by  Mr.  Speaker  for  their 
noes,  were  dischai^ed  on  paying  their  fees, 
.esolved,  "  That  the  said  election  for  the  said 
>ugh  of  Stockbridge  is  a  corrupt  and  a  void 
;tion." 

tesolved :  '*  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  dis- 
ing  the  said  borough  of  Stockbridge  to  send 
■gesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  future." 
fVnd  the  said  bill  was  brought  in  the  same  ses- 
n,  and  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  com. 
tted. 

Jan  S,  1690.  A  petition  of  the  bailiffs  and 
lOstables,  shewing,  that  William  Strode,  esq.,  a 
indidate  for  this  borough,  did  employ  divers  per- 
ms to  threaten  some  men,  that  unless  they  would 
ive  him  their  votes,  it  should  cost  them  SOO/., 
nd  that  be  would  indict  others  in  the  Crown- 
fflci  of  crimes  for  which  they  had  already  suf- 
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I*red ;  and  virioui  other  thwats,  to  induce  pttsoes 
to  give  votes  contrary  to  tbeir  mclinations. 

Ordered :  "  That  tke  said  petition  bt  rejected/'* 

A  petition  of  divers  burgesses  and  inhabitants 
of  this  borough  against  the  return  of  Thomas 
Neale,  esq.,  by  means  of  illegal  practices. 

No  detemaiflatioD. 

March  S5.  A  petition  of  William  Montague, 
esq.,  shewing,  that  he  was  duly  elected ;  but  being 
in  execution  in  the  King's  Bencfa  at  the  time 
of  the  dectioD,  the  marshal  refuses  to  give  him 
his  liberty  to  attend  bis  parliamentary  duty. 

April  9.  A  petition  of  William  Heeres  and 
Othen  agaiast  the  reiturn  c^  William  Montaf^ue, 
esq. 

The  matter  touching  the  elration,  and  the  de- 
teotioB  of  the  above  member,  being  reported  from 
the  coBtniUae,  it  was 

Resolved:  "That  the  said  report  should  be 
taken  into  contideiation  at  an  early  period/'  but 
never  was  delivered,  on  account  of  Mr.  Monta- 
gue's death. 

May  S6, 1691-  A  petition  of  Antbwiy  Row, 
esq.,  agwDSt  the  ratnro  of  Thomas  Jervotse,  esq. 

Oct.  31.  Another  petition  of  the  same  to  the 
ttlDe  effect. 

Nov.  7.    Petitions  witfadmwn. 

Dec.  1,  169S.  A  petiticn  of  Henry  Dawley, 
esq.,  i^iost  the  return  of  Anthony  Row,  esq.,  by 
means  of  extravagant  gifts,  &c. 

Resolved :  "  That  Anthony  Row,  esq.,  is  duly 
elected;"  which  was,  bowever,  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 
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nat  Henrry  Dawley,  esq.,  ii  not  duly  elected." 
hat  the  said  election  is  a  ccMTSpt  and  void 
>n  ;'  *    and  further, 

iolved  :  "  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  dis- 
.  this  borough  to  send  burgesses  to  Parlia- 
for  tli«  future." 

3.  7.  1694.  The  said  bill  beii^  prepared, 
ead  twice,  it  was  ordered  to  be  committed, 
b.  5y  1694.  A  petition  of  th«  bailiff,  con- 
3S,  and  other  inhidiitants,  sbewiag,  that  tb^ 
ioners  are  sensible  of  the  high  insularities 
initted  by  some  members  of  this  borough, 
:ing  the  House  will  not  use  such  severity  to 
burgomasters,  they  beiflg  resolved,  iu  fu- 
,  in  all  difficult  cases,  to  consult  the  geatle- 
I  of  the  county;  and  praying  that  the  bill  for 
raachisiag  this  borough  may  be  withdrawn, 
knotber  petition  of  the  bailiff  and  inhabitaots 
;be  same  effect,  stating  their  affliction  at  having 
urredthe  diapleasureof  the  House,  and  praying 
:y  may  be  bewd  by  their  counsel  at  the  bar. 
Resolved:  "That  both  petitions  be  rejected." 

31,  Ordered:  **  That  the  committee  to 

loro  the  said  bill  is  committed  have  power  to 
od  far  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

ii.    Several    amendments    to    tbe    said 

U  were  agreed  to  by  the  House  ;  and 
Ordered :  <'  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed  with 
ne  ameodment  of  "  Rumsey." 

30.    The  bill  was  read  a  third  tim^  and  a 

ihuae  was  agreed  to  as  a  rider,  "  that  tbe  next 
slectioa  should  be  at  Basingstoke;"   when  the 
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questibn  being  put,  that  the  bill  should  pefts,  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

April  19.  A  motion  was  made  for  a  new  writf 
whict)  was  negatived. 

Nov.  19.  Another  motion  for  a  new  writ ;  anf^ 
on  the  30th,  a  warrant  for  a  new  writ  was  ordered^ 

Dec.  7,  1695.  A  petition  of  Nicholas  Bacon 
and  Hugh  Goddard  against  the  return  of  AnthoDy 
Sturt  and  John  Venables.esqrs.,  by  means  of  undue 
and  corrupt  practices. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  2,  1705.  A  petition  of  Anthony  Bumaby 
against  the  return  of  Sir  John  Hawles  and  Sit 
£dward  Lawrence,  knts.,  by  means  of  bribery  and 
other  illegal  practices. 

No  determination. 

March  3,  1713.  James,  Earl  of  Bairymore,  and 
Sir  Richard  Vernon,  bart,,  petitioned  against  the 
return  of  Richard  Steele  and  Thomas  Broderkki 
esqrs.  They  withdrew  their  petition.  Richard 
Steele,  esq.,  being  expelled  the  House  for  writing 
the  Cri$is,  &c.,  a  new  writ  waa  ordered  April  19, 
1714.  and  James,  Earl  of  Barrymore,  was  elected  in 
his  place. 

In  1791,  Joseph  Foster  Barham  and  George  Por* 
ter,  eaqrs.,  petitioned  against  the  return  of  John 
Scott  and  John  Cator,  esqrs.  The  petition  wfts 
renewed  the  Sd  and  3rd  sessions. 

Feb.  22,  1793.  The  Hon.  Edward  James  Eliot 
reported  from  tfae  committee  appointed  to  try  and 
determine  the  merits  of  the  Stockbridge  elec- 
tion. 
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'  That-John  Cator  and  John  Scott,- esqra.,  were 

duly  elected." 
'  That  Joseph  Foster  Barham  and  George  Por- 

esqrs.,  were  duty  elected,  and  ought  to  hare 
n  returned." 

'  That  Wiiiiam  Newman  was  the  proper  r6- 
nrng  offlcerat  the  last  election  for  the  said  bo- 
gh  of  Stockbridge." 

'  That  it  appears  to  this  committee^  that  there 
3  the  mosi  noiorious  bribery  and  eorruption  at 
■■  last  election  of  meipbers  to  serre  in  this  pre" 
it  Parliament,  &c."  ' 

*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  cotnmittee,  that 
!8aid  bribery  and  corrnption  require  the  most 
ious  consideration  of  Pariiament." 
-'  That  the  said  report  be  taken  into  further 
nsideration  on  the  7th  day  of  March  next, 
'*  That  the  attorney -general  be  instructed  to 
>secute  the  said  John  Scott  and  John  Cator, 
}Ts.,  ibr  having  used  bribery  and  corruption' at 
e  said  election. 

After  several  adjournments,  it  was  ordered,  on 
e  1 8th  day  of  March  following,  "  That  leave  be 
ven  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  preventing  bribery  and 
'Truption  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
arliaroent  for  the  borough  of  Stockbridge." 

March  30.  Mr.  E.  J.  Eliot  presented  to  the 
louse  a  bill  for  preventing  bribery  and  corruption 
I  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament 
■r  the  borough  of  Stockbridge. 

Od  a  motion  being  made,  leave  was  given  to 
ring  in  a  bill  to  incapacitate  nxttf-tkree,  being  a 

PART  II.  TOL.  I.  LI. 


jt,Goo(^lc 


COUNTIES,  ansa.  Aim  sorouohs. 

considerable  majority  of  the  electoi^  of  the  bo- 
rough, from  voting  hereafter  at  etections  of  mem- 
bers  to  serve  in  Parliameot  for  the  borough  of 
Stockbridge. 

Petitions  were  presented  and  heard  against  the 
above  hill,  which  were  productive  of  various  ad.- 
journmenta,  till  an  adjournment  beyond  the  sesf 
sion,  as  in  the  case  of  Hindon,  Shaftesbury,  &c. 
took  place,  and  the  bill -was  l0si. 

These  worthy  electors  are,  therefore,  still  at  li- 
berty to  return,  two  members  to  the  House  of 
Commons  every  succeeding  Parliament  to  cepre- 
sentfifteenmiUioaJsofpeopte  in  the  British  Senate! 

CORPOKATION. 

None:  it  being  a  borough  by  prescription, 
having  a  titular  bailiff  constable,  and  sergeant  at 
roBce. 

H>OHT  OF  ELECTION 

Ifl  in  alt  the  inhabitaots  paying  to  church  and 
poor. 

NPMB«R  OF    V0T1E»— ^. 
RET0RNIIIG  OFFICER— the  Bailiffi 
pROFRiETORs  —  Jofau    Foster   Barham    and 
George  P<»tcr,  eaqrs. 

MODS  OF  BRIBIKO  THE  TOTERS, 

The  bailiff,  who  ia  gsneraily  *n  innkecptr.or 
one  dependant  on  an  ioDkeeper^  is  tbe  returni^ 
officer  at  elections;  fbrit  issaidtbit'the  mbkaepec; 
infctfder  to  hareanopportiroityo/reodviag  bribes 
apoD  these  oceawens,  withot^c  being  litblet^tfaa 
penalty,  has  fre^MMly  procured  -odi  of-  hk  fovrn 
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to  be  ejected  bsfilrff,  and  htfs  himself  oarri«d' 
ice  before  him. 

:  ingenious  S'rr  Richard  Stede,  who  repre^ 
.  this  borou^  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anhe^ 

1  his  election  agninst  a  powerful  opposition, 

2  merry  expedient  of  sticking  a  lai^  apple 
if  guideaa,  flt>d  declaring  it  shonld  be  thtf 
of  that  mail  whose  wifeshould  first  be  hnxtught 
d  aftef  that  day  nine  months.  This,  we  are 
procured  him.  the  interest  of  the  women,  who' 
iid  to  commi^morate  Sir  Rkhai^'s  bodnty  to 
:ilay,  and  once  made  a  sirennous  effort  to  pro- 

a  resolution,  that  no  man  should  ever  be  re>- 
ed  as  a  candidate  who  did  not  offer  himself 
n  the  same  terms. 

ANECDOTE. 

R  tbe  pension  list  published  in  the  reign  of 
irles  IL,  there  appears  the  following  extraor- 
ary  paragraph— 

'  Sir  Robert  Howard,  metnber  for  Stockbridge, 
luditorof  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  three 
:housand  pounds  per  annum.  Many  great  places 

md  boons  he  hasbad,  but  his  W Up-hill 

spends  all,  and  now  refuses  to  marry  him." 

rOhttlCAL  CHARACTER. 

Thisbtffough  cuts  OA  distinguished  a  figure  in 
le  sDdals  of  bribery  as  any  in  England  ;  not  that 

has  beeo  more  venal  than  others,  but  less" dis* 
reet  in  the  practice  of  it.  It  has  several  times 
aclaped  Jftfranchisement  by  some  of  those  side- 
find  accidents  which  have  saved  many  other  bo- 
.  L  L  9 
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roughs  ia  the  same  predicament ;  such  at  previous 
questions,  delays  till  the  session  was  ended,  want 
of  time  to  examine  further  evidence,  when- the 
fact,  according  to  the  declaration  of  a  noble  lord  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  was  as  clear  as  the  sun  at 
noon-day  I  and  it  therefore  continues  the  practice 
with  impunity  to  the  present  day.  The  price,  we 
understand,  is  stilt  sixty  pounds  a  man;  and 
though  all  the  houses  in  the  borough  are  purchased 
up  by  the  present  members,  who  employ  a  London 
attorney  to  manage  tktm.  They  must  either  forego 
the  receipt  of  rents,  orrBubmit  to  this  exaction. 


CHRISTCHURCH. 

CHRisTCHURCH,.a  boTougb  and  market-town 
in  the  hundred  of  Cbristcburcli,  division  of  New 
Forest  West,  Southampton,  seven  miles  from 
Ringwood,  and  93  from  London  ;  containing  3<jO 
houses  and  1,410  inbabitanls,  of  whom  430  were 
returned  as  being  employed  in  trade  and  manu- 
fiicture. 

REPEBSENIATIVA  HISTORY. 

This  borough  first  sent  to  Parliament  anno  13 
of  Elizabeth ;  for  though  it  was  summoned  the 
S^th  of  Edward  L,  and  anno  3  Edward  IL,  the 
bailiff  made  no  return  to  either  precept.  It  was 
anciently  called  Troenam bourne,  from  its  bein^^ 
situated  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Avon  and 
3tQMr<  where  they  fall  into  Christchurch  Bay,  and 
has  repeived  its  present  name  trom  the  dedication 
of  ita  cbuich  to  Christ. 
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elective  right  has  been  often  disputed  be- 

the  mayor  and  burgesses  on  one  part,  and- 
>pulace,  or  inhabitants  at  lai^e,  on  the  other 
but  no  determiaation  on  the  right  of  voting 
vet  taken  place. 

iwne  Willis  states  the  right  of  election  in  this 
igh  to  be  in  the  Mayor,  Burgesses  and  Inha- 
ts.  We  find  no  mention  of  it  in  Prynne,  ex- 
the  returns ;  ilor  in  Petyt,  Brady,  or  Glan-  , 

We  shall  therefore  notice  what  we  find  in 
w. 

pril  6,  1571.  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Sergeant 
iwood,  and  others,  reported  concerning  the 
rn  of  bui^esses,  not  having  returned  any  the 

Parliament, 

That  the  burgesses  should  remain  according 

heir  returns,  ad  the  validity  of  the  chartCTS  is 

)e  elsewhere  examined,  if  necessary. 

rfarch  94,  1680.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Hooper, 

.,  touching  the  election  for  this  borough. 

fJo  determination. 

March  33,  1 690.    A  petition  of  Thomas  Hooper 

d  Thomas  Dore,  esqra.,  against  the  return  of 

illiam  Etterick  and  Francis  Gwyn,  esqrs. 

Nov.  9,  \65l.     Petition' withdrawn. 

Dec.  3,  1710.     A  petition  of  Peter  Gery,  esq,, 

;ainBt  the  return  of  Peter  Mew,  esq. 

No  determination. 

Oct.  35, 1728.  A  petition  of  William  Goldwyer, 
amu«l  Hookey,  Joabua  Stevens,  John  Han- 
ock,  Thomas  Jeanes,  and  John  B'ursey,  burgesses 
if  this  borough,  against  the  return  of  Francis 
jyi'ja,  esq.,  and  Sir  Peter  Mews,  kot. 
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Jian.SI,  1799*  Another  petition  fro(o  tbs  ^me 
to  the  same  effqet. 

Petitions  withdrawn. 

March  6r  A  petition  of  Joseph  E^jq^iai^iT,  e^q., 
against  the  return  of  Edward  PfideauK  GvyP*  Wl* 

A  petition  of  Jo«hua  Stevem,  Jpho  Uftpooek, 
John  Buney, Thomas  Je^flen,  am)  $<in»;«}  Qook^y, 
agqinftt  the  89itie  retqrn. 

-  The  tblloifing  petition,  containing  qn  expt^na- 
tion  of  the  disputed  right  in  tht«  borough,  yrii\ 
render  unnecessary  our  selecting  any  further  ex* 
tracts  ftOD)  the  JourjtaU.' 

Nov.  S3,  }.7S4.  A  p^iUon  of  Joshua  Stevem, 
John  H9ncp«k,  John  Btirvey,  Thomas  Jeanea,  ^nd 
Samuel  Hookey,  burgesses  of  Christchurch,  Tfcyn- 
haiA,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  in  behalf  of 
fbem«elve9,  and  divers  other  burgesses  of  tl^Q  (Mid 
borough)  was  presented  to  the  House,  anfl  read* 
shewing,  that  the  S9id  borough  is  a  borough  by 
prescription,  and  anciently  consisted  of  e  mQyor, 
burgesses  resident  in  the  borQiigb,  outrburgesses, 
•od  inhabitants  called  the  populace,  having  a  right 
to  elect,  «Bd  send  two  burgesses  to  represent  the 
said  borough :  that  on  the  8th  of  September  au- 
nually,  the  mayor,  and  resident,  or  io-burgesses, 
uaad  to  meet  in  their  town-hall,  and  there  nomi- 
nate three  of  tbeif  body,  (the  may(^  presidii^,) 
to  be  presented  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  14-th  of 
^  atime  month,  for  them  to  choose  one  ef  the 
three  as  mayor  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  ftet- 
ion,  nominated  afid  ohosen,  had  been  sworn  into 
(he  said  o0ce  of  mayor  at  thft  following  Michaelmas 
court'lcet;  that  in  171&  one  John  Stevens  was 


jt,Goo(^lc 


CRRIST^VRCH. 

y  xiCMBinated,  and  chosen  laayw,  according  to 
said  custoiD,  and  expected  to  have  been  sworp, 
asual,  into  the  said  office  for  the  year  ensuing  ; 
;  by  tb«  contrivance  of  some  of  the  burgesses 
I  inhabitants,  together  with  the  lord  of  the  leet 
1  his  steward,  no  Michaelmas  court-leet  was 
d;  and  wb«i  a  court-leet  was  afterwards  held 
April,  I7'I9>  by  an  unknown  person  as  steward, 
i  said  John  Stevens  ofieriiig  himself,  and  being 
iflented  by  the  jury  to  be  sworn  into  the  office 
mayor,  \tc  was  refused  to  be  sworn,  and  the 
urt  was  broke  up  abruptly  by  the  person  who 
peared  as  steward  :  that  James  Stevens,  who 
isniiayor,  and  presided,  as  usual,  at  the  nomina- 
>»  and  election  ofJohn  Stevens, in  1718, for  mayor 
r  the  year  ensuing,  gave  up  his  accounts  as  mayor 
th^-end  of  the  year,  as  usual,  and  neither  acted, 
}r  pretended  to  be  mayor  afterwards,  and  In  April, 
7 1  !>,  died ;  so  that  from  September,  17 1 B,  there  was 
o  person  who  acted  as  mayor,  or  that  could  pre* 
ide,  through  the  management  and  contrivance 
f()Te8aid :  notwithstanding  which^  in  September, 
719(  some  free  buigesses,  being  a  minority  of 
bo&e  then  living,  met  in  the  street,  and  there, 
vtthout  any  mayor  presiding,  nominated  Francis 
3wyD,  esq.,  to  be  mayor  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
ae,  being  afterwards  sworn  at  the  Michaelmas 
:6urt-leet,  nominated  one  James  Colgill  his  deputy: 
that  thereon  informatioas,  in  the  nature  of  guo 
warranto't  being  granted  against  Mr.  Gwyn  and 
his  said  deputy,  the  information  against  Mr. 
GwyQ  was  tried  in  the  court  of  Kite's  Bench,  in 
the  Michaelmas  lam,  1730,  and  a  verdict  was  ob- 
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taiaed  agaioBt  Mr.  Gwyn,and  thereupOTiju<%ment 

confessed  by  Colgill,  and  judgments  of  ouster  were 
accordingly  entered  against  both  ;  that  afterwardi 
the  petitioDers  and  others,  being  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  appreheoding  that 
the  rights  and  privileges  were  entirely  lost ;  in 
order  to  restore  the  same,  applied  to  his  mtgesty* 
by  petition,  for  a  charter  of  incorporation,  wbioh 
petition  was,  by  order  of  council  of  the  6th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1730,  referred  to  the  then  attorney  and 
solicitor-general;  and  Mr.  Gwyn  and  his  frjeods 
likewise  petitiooing*  that  the  prescriptive  right  of 
the  borough,  if  lost,  oiigbt  be  revived  by  writ 
mandatory,  that  petition  was  likewise  referred: 
that  the  attorney  and  solicltor-general  having  been 
attended  by  counsel  on  both  petitions,  and  oa 
both  sides,  reported,  "  that  the  corporation  wat 
^"^  disabled  to  act  without  his  majesty's  aid;  and 
"  that  they  could  not  apprehend  any  difference 
"  between  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  and  an 
"  incapacity  of  acting,  and  upon  the  whole,  for 
*'  the  reasons  given  in  their  report,  they  repre- 
*'  sented  it  as  the  most  advisable  method,  for ^ his 
'*  mt^jeslyy  if  he  thought  fit,  to  grant  a  chartet  of 
"  incorporation  .-"-— that  the  said  pretended  mayor 
taking  the  votes  of  the  said  new  illegal  burgesses,' 
and  of  those  against  whom  judgment  of  ouster  had 
been  given,  declared  the  said  £dward  Frideaux  ■ 
Gwyn  to  have  the  majority,  and  returned  him  as 
duly  elected  ;  that  the  petitioners  dp  likewise .io- 
sist,  and  do  not  doubt  to  prov^,  that  the  s((td  J(>-'. 
seph  Hinxman,  esq.  had  a  mE^ority  of  legal  voles, 
if  any  tuc%  tliere  wfire,  and.  tha^,  h^,.  if  apy.pnp, 
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It  to  bare  been  returned  as  duly  elected  to 

s  for  the  said  borough,  nod  praying,  &c. 

arl.  7.  Jacob  Banks  and  Edward  Hooper,  jun.. 

tioners. 

np.  Pari.  3.     A  petition  against  the  return  of 

Ham    S.   Bourne,  esq.   and   the  Right  Hon. 

>rge  Rose.     Ordered  to  be   heard  March   IS, 

7. 

Leferred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  but 

lecisioD  appears  to  have  taken  place  upon  it. 

COBPOKATION 

'onsists  of  a  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  bailiffs, 
a  common-cpuncil. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

n  the  Inhabitants,  Householders,  payidgscot 
I  lot;  but  at  present  assumed  and  exercised  by 
corporation  exclusively. 

MUMBSR  OF  VOIERS — 24. 

IIbtubMing  OFFICER — the  Mayor. 
Pateon — the  Right  Hon.  Geoi^e  Rose. 

POLITICAL    CHARACTER. 

There  does  not  appear  upon  the  Journals  of  the 
3UBe  of  Commons  any  resolution  respecting  the 
;ht  of  election  in  this  borough ;  but  Brown  Wll- 
states  it  to  be  in  the  infaabitants,  householders, 
ying  scot  and  lot.  The  corporation  have,  bow- 
er,  assumed  to  themselves  the  exclusive  right 
raiHimherof  years,  without  any  opposition  from 
e  inhabitants,  and  exercise  it  at  present  with 
ondeiful  address  and  managemeot. 
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Edward  Hooper,  esq.,  of  Heme  Court,  iiear 
this  boroygb,  senior  coinniisflk>nerof  the  customs, 
for  near  fifty  years  had  the  controling  interest  of 
this  corporation,  the  direction  of  which  he  snr- 
mtidered  to  Lord  Malmesbury;  but  Mr.  Rose  of 
tjie  treasury,  in  imitation'  of  his  predecessor,  John 
Robinson,  at  'Harwich,  has,  since  acquiring  the 
estate  at  Cuffnells,  in  the  New  Forest,  conceived 
it  convenient  to  realise  a  similar  influence,  and 
has  accordingly  directed  the  treasury  lu-tillery 
against  the  electors  of  Christchurch.  A  surrender 
was  soon  obtained,  and  a  capitulation  agreed  OD, 
by  which  Mr.  Rose  is  allowed  the  nomination  of 
its  members.  Should  any  two  gentlemen,  bow- 
ever,  think  proper  to  offer  themselves  at  a  future 
vacancy  on  the  right  of  the  inhabitants,  and  take 
the  sense  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  petition*  on  the  validity  of  their  claim  of 
suffrage,  there  is  the  best  founded  presumption  of 
success,  as  they  have  not  contrary  resolutious  of 
former  committees  to  combat,  as  in  the  cases  of 
Pomfret  and.  Poote,  but  a  clear  end  distinct  right 
established  by  prescription,  and  opposed  only  by 
an  arbitrary  monopoly,  sanctioned  by  a  corrupt 
usage  of  a  short  period. 


LYMINGTON. 

LvMiiraTOM  is  &  boroagfa  and  market-town  in 
the  psrnb  of  Boldre,  in  New  Forest,  Hants,  situ- 
ated on  a  creek  of  th«  English  Channel  «alled 
Boldre  Water,  about  i  of*  mile  IVom  the  sea,  18 
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!s  froa>  Scnithamph»i,  ant]  95  fiiotti  LondoD  ; 
taining  476  houset,  and  S^STS  inb^Uantt,  viz. 
males,  and  1,404' females,  of  whom  S97  were 
traed  as  being  employet)  is  various  trade*.  It 
isistB  principally  of  one  long  street  Imdfng  t(v> 
rd  the  quay  ;  many  of  the  bouses  ace  well 
tit.  Tbecbief  commercebere  is  the  import  of 
tis,  and  the  expQrt  of  salt ;  but  both  those  are  , 
latly  on  the  decline.  The  port  is  an  appendage 
Souithfunptbn,  and  admits.  Tossels  of.sOOtons  to 
Q quay. 

BEPABSE^T4.IITE  HISTORY. 

It  is  a  mayor  town,  but  was  never  reprepentsd 
Parliament,  till  tbei^Tth  of  Elizabeth,  and  has 
mtinued  to  the  pKsent  time. 
Msroh:84,  1680.  A  petition  of  Thomas  Jer- 
oise,  and  OlivEr  Cromwellj  esqni.,  against  the 
itara  of  Thomas  Doreand  Jobs  Burrard,<sqps., 
fhich  was  referred  ta  .the  Committee  of  Privileges. 
Dec.  90.  Sergeant  Trenobard  rsportad  upon 
he  metter.  The  question  vrus,  whether  the 
ileotion  was  tn  t^  mayor  and  burgesses,' or  id  the 
nayoff  hurgwaaes,  and  commonalty  :  if  in  4he 
rormer,  the  sitting  ftiemb^rs  were  duly  ejected  ;  if 
in  the  latter,  the  petitioners  weredoly  elected. 

Resolred  ;  i*  That  Thamas  Dore  and  John 
Burrard,  esqrs.,  9i<e  duly  elected  bui^esses  to  serve 
for  this  borough." 

October  S9,  1691.  Resolved,  '^  Tbat  only  4he 
mayor  and  bui^oases  of  l^mington  have  a  right  to 
elect  a  burgess  to  serve  in  Parliemeat  for  that 
borough." 
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:  Jan.  18,  169^.  Resolved,  "That  the  right  of 
dectioe  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
bofough  ot  LymiDgton  is  not  in  the  mayor,  bur- 
gesses,  aod  cooimonalty  of  the  said  borough,  pay- 
ing scot  and  lot." 

Nov.  S^  I69d.  A  petition  of  John  Pitt  and 
William  Clark,  esqrs.^  against  the  return -of  John 
Burrard  and  Thomas  Dore  eftqra. 

Feb.  IS,  169(). .  Colonel  Uranvilte  reported  the 
matter  touching  this  election.  For  the  petitioners, 
it  was  insisted,  that  this  borough  was  a  borough 
by  prescription,  and  the' right  of  election  is  in  the 
mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty  of  the  Itoroiigh, 
paying  scot  and  lot. 

On. the  other,  side  it  was  iosiBted,  it  was  a  cor-^ 
poration  by  prescription,  and  the  right  of  election 
iftio  the  mayor  and  buigesses. only :  and  it  was 
a^Ked,.  if  the  right  was  as  the  petitioners  alleged, 
they  were  duly  elected  ;  if  as  the  sitting  members 
alleged,  they  were  duly  elected.  ' 

Feb.  IS,  16»6.  Resolved  :  '*  That  the  right  of 
electing .  laenben  to  serve  in  Pariiament  for  tbe 
8*id  borough  of  LyitaogUm,  is  only  in  tbe  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  Lymington,  exdusive  of  tbe 
FommoDttlty,  paying  scot  and  lot." 

"  That, John  Burrard  and  Thomas  Dore,  esqrs.j 
are  duly  .elected.burgeases  for  this  borough,  which 
being  r^  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House." 

Feb.  14,  1700.  A  petition  of  Jamea  Worsley 
aod  Thomas  FouUert<m,  esqrs.,  agaibst  the  return 
of  Thomas  Dore  and  Paul  Burrard,  esqrs. 

No  determination. 

Dec.  1.  1710.    A  petition  of  John  Walter  and 
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lUiam  Forbes,  eflqrs.,  agstoit  the  return  bf  L<»d 
illiatn  Pawlet  and  Paul  Burrsrd,  esqrs. 
The  questioD  was,  whether  the  right  of  electioD 
in  the  mayor,  burgesses,  and  commonalty ;  or 
the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  this  borough. 
The  following  resolution  in  the  case  of  Boston, 
LincolDshire,  was  insisted  on :  viz. 
May  8,  Car.  I.     "  Agreed  by  the  committee, 
at  the  election  of  burgesses,  in  all  BOROtroHs, 
1  of  common  right  belong  to  the  commoners, 
d  that  nothing  could  takt  it  from,  them,  but  a 
etcription  and  eonitant  utagCy   beyond  all 

KMORY  1" 

Edwards  said,  he  had  been  a  burgess  fifteen 
sars,  and  had  known  the  borough  -above 
lirty-five  years  ;  that  about  the  time  of  the  con- 
^ntioD  he  was  a  ac<>t  and  lot  man,  and  that 
iveralof  theburgesseasent  to  him,  and  told  him, 
e  had  a  right  to  vote  for  members  of  Parliament, 
ad  asked  him,  why  he  did  not  try  that  right? 
lat  at  two  elections,  the  votes  of  the  populace 
ave  been  asked  by  Mr.  Jervoise  and  Mr.  Crom- 
rell,  and  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Clark,  the  then 
andidates,  who  stood  by  the  populace,  and  in 
igth  these  elections  Mr.  John  Burrard  was  a  caa- 
lidate,  by  the  mayor  and  bu^essca;  that  those 
elections  were  ccHitested,  the  votes  of  the  popu- 
lace were  then  rejected  by  this  House,  and  the 
persons  chose  by  the  select  mimber  sat  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  since  that  the  pt^hcehavenot-TOtcd^ 
Sir  Robert  Spaitb  said,  when  he  wasmyor  df 
this  borough  (above  twenty  years  ^o)  he  refused 
to  make  honorary  buigesses,  and  bis  deputy,  OaVid 
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Ednaid,  aged  abov«  eia;bty,  coinneiKfcd  hiib  for 
it,  for  ha  sakl  it  had  never  been'  well  with  the 
bowD,  siooe  the  inliabitaats  hsd  loM  their  right  of 
voting, 

Hackmtn  sak),  there  are  about  serentj 

bui^pestes,  of  which' iiftedn  or  sixleETD  are  inhabi- 
taots,  aod  there  are  near  one  bundred  other  house- 
keepers,  iDhabitants,  who  are  notbui^esses,  but 
generally  in  as  good  coBditioti:  as  the  burgesse^ 
and  all  pay  to  church  and  pcK)r,eRCSpc.about'fbur 
of  them  ;  that  at  the  last  eiedioS'  the  conscabln 
refused  the  petitioners  adniittance  into  tiie  tow« 
hall ;  and  it  is  usual  to  shut  out  all  candidatea 
and  others  who  are  not  buigesies. 

Jan.  il,  1711-  Resolred,  '<  That  t\»  right  of 
election  of  butgesaes  to  aerre  in  Pariiameot  for 
the  borough  of  Lymiagton,  in  the  dounty  of 
Southampton  is  in  the  nuyor  and  bui^iesaes  of  tb« 
said  borough  only." 

"  That  Lord  William  Pawlei  and  Paul  Borrtrdv 
esq.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  for  this  ^rbugb<" 
Which  resolittiott*  being  read  twics,  were  agrwd 
to  by  the  House." 

CORPOBATION. 

This  aaciant  boroogh'  is  a  coifMration  by  pre> 
soiiption,  ooBsitting'of  a-  tittftar  mayor,  and'bnr- 
^nse* without  Iknitatidn':  tbe'nayoris  annually 
nbbsen  by  the  boigBSMs:  within  and;  withorrt  the 
boKwghv  and  vwom  at  tbecbort-ilaet  ($f  the  lord  df 
tfavii 
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In  the  Corporation. 

NUHBBR  OF  TOTSRS — 18. 

Ketdrniho  OFFiCBB—tbe  Mayor. 
FATRo^ — Sir  Harry  Burrard  Nealfit  bart. 

POLITICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  borougfa  have  made 
many  exertions,  as  appears  by  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  recover  their  ancient 
right  of  electing  their  representatives  ;  but  the 
committees  have  uniformly  determined  against 
them,  though  the  aaci^tt  writs,  returns,  and 
cusUmis,  all  prove  that  the  right  of  election  was 
originally  in  the.  householders  in  graeral. 

The  House  of  Commons  have  frequently  been 
conpelled  to  acknowledge  this  great  truth.  Id 
the  case  of  Abingdon,  the  word  burgemea,  or  bur- 
gtsiest  was  admitted  to  mean  all  the  housekeep«s, 
and  in  the:  cases  of  Colchester,  Boston,  Bridport* 
Pomfret*  Warwick,  and  others,  the  words  eom- 
monalty  and  communis  have  in  like  manner  been 
determined  to  comprehend  vll  the  inhabitants: 
but  the  resolution  in  the  case  of  Cirencester 
places  this  question  beyond  all  doubt :  "  That 
where  there  is  no  chuter,  nor  resolution  of  the 
House  to  the  contmry,  the  right  of  dectiou  is  in 
the  householders."  This  admits  the  right  to  have 
beea  every  where  in  the  bousehoMera  before  it 
wa*  limited  by  royal  chartns,  and  resolutions  of 
parliamentaiy  committees.  Even  the  limitation 
of  paying  scot  and  lot  is  unknown  to  the  coosti- 
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tution  ;  for  scot  and  lot,  or  church  and  poor-rates, 
were  never  paid  till  the  4drd  of  Elizabeth,  and  we 
can  prove  the  right  of  election  to  have  existed 
above  a  thousand  years  antecedent  to  that  period. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  Lytnington  is 
what  is  called  a  close,  or  pocket,  borough,  and 
that  its  representative  rights  have  been  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Sir  Harry  Burrard  Neale,  andhis  ances- 
tors, for  above  one  hundred  years. 


WHITCHURCH. 

Whitchurch,  a  borough,  market-town  and 
parish  in  the  hundred  of  Evingar,  division  of 
Kingsclere,  Hants,  llj  miles  f^otn  Basingstoke, 
and  67  from  London  ;  containing  S90  houses  aud 
1 ,376  inhabitants,  a  number  of  whom  are  employed 
in  the  manu&cture  of  shalloons  and  serges,  and 
many  women  in  making  stays.  The  town  is  an 
ancient  borough  by  prescription,  but  not  incor- 
porated, being  governed  by  a  titular  mayor,  chosen 
at  the  court-leet,  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Winchester,  who  hold  the  manor. 

REFBESfiNIATIVB  HISTORY. 

This  borough  is  a  borough  by  prescription,  and 
first  sent  members  to  Parliament  in  the  27th  of 
Elizabeth. 

May  33,  1685.  A  petition  of  John  Deane,  esq., 
against  the  return  of  Henry  Wallop,  aa^  JaOKs 
Russell,  esqrs. 

No  determ'iaation. 
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Kov.SO.  169^.     A  petition  of  Richard  Woolas' 
ton,  esqr.,  against  the  return  of  Lord  James  Rus* 
sfll,  by  means  of  several  indirect  practices. 
No  determination. 

Oct.2+,  1703.  A  petition  of  Daniel  Park, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Richard  Woolaatoo  and 
John  Shrimpton,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  divers  cor- 
rupt practices,  on  the  part  of  themselves  and  the 
mayor. 

Nor.  10.  Mr.  Bromley  reported  fiom  the  com-- 
mittee,  as  it  appeared  to  them  upon  the  said  pe" 
tition,  as  follows : 

"  That  the  right  of  election  was  agreed  to  be  in 
the  burgage  tenures,  in  those  who  bad  a  burgage 
house,  or  one  acre  of  burgage  land  for  life,  either 
ID  their  own  right,  or  in  the  right  of  their  wives.  . 
Resolved :  "  That  Richard  Woolastoo  and  John . 
Shrimpton,  esqrs.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses  for 
this  borough." 

Nov.  13,  1705.    A  petition  of  Thomas  Aleyu^- 

jun.,  William  Painter,  jun.,  John  Cox,  and  other 

freeholders  and  burgesses  of  this  borough,  against 

the. arbitrary  conduct  of  James  Butler,  the  mayor, 

in  refusing  to  receive  their  votes  for  Daniel  Park, 

esq.,  who  was  a  candidate,  tc^ether  with  John 

Shrinipton  and  Richard  Woolaston,-  esqrs.,  but 

finding    that  Mr.  Park  had    not   petitioned  the 

Mouse  for  relief,  they  were  apprehensive  that,  by 

ao  acquiesc^ice,  under  such  illegal  proceedings, 

they  may  be  deprived  of  their  right  of  voting  at 

future  elections. 

Nov.  37th.    Petition  withdrawn. 

March  26, 1715.     A  petition  of  Frederick  Tyl- 
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ney,  esq.,  sgaiost  the  return  of  Geor^  Carpenter, 
esq.,  through  the  partiality  of  Lawrence  Turton, 
the  mayor,  in  refusing  l^al  votes  and  admitting  - 
others  which  were  illegal. 

May  18.     Petition  withdrawn. 

In  1708,  Frederick  Tilney,  esq.  was  found  not 
dniy  elected ;  and  being  again  returned  with 
Thomas  Lewis,  esq.,  both  were  found  not  duly 
elected,  Dec.  21,  1708. 

May  8,  17S1.  General  Rosse  acquainted  the 
House,  that  he  bad  received  a  note  ft^om  Thomas 
Vernon,  esq.,  a  member  of  this  House,  requesting  a 
private  audience,  and,  upon  such  audience,  the  said 
Mr.  Veroon  told  him,  he  could  be  of  service  to  Mr. 
Aislabie  in  a  bill  then  pending  in  the  House,  for 
which  Mr.  Aislabie  would  make  him  any  ackoow- 
ledgment,  and  in  any  manner  he  should  think  fit. 

To  which  Mr.  Vernon  declared,  that  he  did 
not  mention  or  intend  any  thing  of  money,  or  any 
other  corrupt  matter,  and  be^ed  pardon  of  the 
gentleman  and  the  House,  if  he  had.  committed 
any  offence,  as  the  words  he  made  use  of  arose 
merely  on  account  of  Jriendthip,  being  nearly  re- 
lated to  Aislabie. 

Resolved :  "  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  Thomas  Vernon,  esq.,  a  member  of  this 
House,  has  made  a  corrupt  application  to  Genial 
Rosse,  a  member  of  this  House,  and  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Secresy,  in  relation  to  a  matter 
depending  before  this  House." 

Resolved :  '*  That  the  said  Thomas  Vernon,  - 
esq.,  be  for  his  said  offence  expelled  this  Hotise." 
And 
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OnJered :  **  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be 

given  to  General  Rosae,  for  the  justice  he  has 

done  to  this  House,  and  to  his  countby.  In 

laying  the  npplicatioa  made  to  him  by  Thomas 

Vernon,  esq.,  before  this  House :"   which  were 

given  ia  the  following  terms  by  the  speaker : 

"  General  Rosse ! 

"  This  House  has  so  just  a  sense  of  your  having 

"  laid  aside  all  false  notions  of  honor,  and  of  your 

*'  K^rd  to  the  only  true  notion  of  it,  which  is  the 

*'  doing  justice  to  your  country,  that  they  have 

"  commanded  me  to  give  you  their  thanks,  for 

"  the  juAice  you  have  done  to  this  House,  and 

"  to  your  eomntry,  in  laying  the  application,  made 

"  to  you  by  Thomas  Vernon,  esq.,  before  this 

"  House:  and  I  do  give  you  the  thanks  of  this 

"  House  accordingly." 

To'  which  General  Rosse  returned  the  following 
answer : 

"  Mr.  Speaker ! 

"  I  cannot  have  a  greater  sense  of  any  honor 

"  done  me,  than  I  have  of  that  which  is  done  me 

"  by  the  commands  of  this  House,  and  expressed 

**  to  me  by  a  person  of  so  great  honor,  and  for 

*»  whom  I  have  the  greatest  respect :  I  am  sorry 

•  <  there  was  any  occasion  for  it;   but  thought  it 

'«  iodispensably  my  duty,  in   execution  of  the 

:'  trust  reposed  in  me  by  this  House." 

Jday    12.     Ordered:   "  A  warrant  for  a  new 
rrit  for  electing  a  bui^ess,  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
"efXion,  esq.',  expelled  this  House." 
June  7.      A  petition  of  John  Conduit,  esq., 
^inst  the  return  of  Frederick  Tilney,  esq. 

M  U3 
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Resolved :  <'  That  Frederick  Tiloey  esq.,  is 
Dot  duly  elected/' 

"  That  JoJiQ  Conduit,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a 
burgess  for  this  borough."  , 

CORPORATION. 


EIGHT   OP   BLSCTIOK. 

Dec.  91.  170S.  Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of 
electing  burgesses,  to  serve  in  Parliament,  for  the 
borough  of  Whitchurch,  in  the  county  of  South' 
ampton,  is  in  the  freeholders  only  of  lands  and 
tenements,  in  the  right  of  themselves  or  their 
wives,  not  split  since  the  act  of  the  7th  and  8th 
years  of  the  reign  of  King  William. 

Number  of  voters — 70. 

Rbturnikg  orFiCBR — the  titular  Mayor. 

Proprietors — Lord  Viscount  Sidney^  and 
Lord  Viscount  Middleton. 

POLITICAL   character. 

This  is  a  burgage- tenure  borough,  the  freeholds  of 
which  belong  to  the  two  noble  proprietors,  except 
thirteen  that  have  not  been  purchased  from  in- 
dividuals. Whitchurch  is  generally  represented 
by  the  brothers  of  the  two  proprietors ;  who  have 
only  to  make  out  seven  temporary  conveyances, 
ellch  for  the  election  day,  and  as  many  voters  are 
created  for  the  occasion,  as  will  go  through  the 
ceremony  in  half  an  hour,  of  returning  two  nomi- 
nal representatives  for  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
«id  Iretsad. 
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PsTBRSFiEiD,  a  borough  and  market-town  in 
the  parish  of  Buriton,  hundred  of  Finchdean,  din- 
aion  of  Alton,  Hants,  is  situated  on  the  river 
Loddon,  17  miles  from  Portsmouth,  and  56  from 
London;  containing  193  houses  and  1,1^9  inha- 
bitants, of  whom  748  were  returned  as  being  em- 
ployed in  various  trades. 

REPRESENTATIVE    HISTORT. 

This  borough  first  returned  members  to  Parlia- 
ment in  the  35ih  year  of  Edward  I.,  and  discon- 
tinued till  Edward  the  Sixth's  reign. 

Petitions,  &c.  Feb.  23,  1689.  Colonel 
Birch  reported  upon  the  double  return  for  this 
borough. 

Resolved:  "  That  Robert  Mitchell,  esq.  is 
duly  elected  for  this  borough :"  which,  upon 
being  read  twice,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Feb.  7,  1796.  A  petition  of  Sergeant  Edmund 
Miller,  against  the  return  of  Joseph  Taylor,  esq. 

16.     A  petition  of  the  ancient  freeholders 

of  this  borough,  ^inst  the  same  return. 

May  9,  1727.  Resolved :  '*  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  fbr 
this  borough,  18  in  the  fireeholders  of  lands,  or  an- 
cient dwelling  bouses  or  shambles,  or  dwelling 
houses  or  shambles  built  upon  ancient  founda- 
tions  within  the  said  borough." 

KcBolved :  "  That  Joseph  Taylor,  e«q.,  is  duly 
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elected :"  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
And 

Resolved :  "  That  Sergeaot  Edmund  Miller. 
is  duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough. 

Pari.  8.  Norton  Powlett,  esq.  Petition  re- 
newed sess,  3. 

CASE    OF    BRIBERY. 

OnThursday  the  l6th  of  November, the commitM 
being  met,  the  petition  of  Mr.  Luttrel  was  read* 
tbeentry  of  which  in  the  journals  is  TertMitim  as 
follows : 

Oct.  31)1775.  A  petition  of  the  Hon.  John 
Luttrel  was  read,  setting  forth,  that  at  the  last 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  for  the 
borough  of  Petersfield,  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  bart., 
high  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Hertford,  William 
Jolliffe,  esq.,  and  the  petitioner,  were  candidates, 
and  that  the  said  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William 
Jolliffe,  by  themselves  and  their  agents,  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  last  Parliament,  and  the  issuing 
of  the  writ  for  the  election,  and  previous  to  and 
during  the  poll,  by  themselves  and  their  agents, 
and  by  other  ways  and  means,  on  the  behalf,  and 
at  the  charge  of  ihe  said  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and 
William  Jolliffe,  did  give,  present,  and  allow  to 
the  electors  of  the  said  borougb,  and  to  several 
persons  who  had  or  claimed  a  right  to  vote  in  the 
election  for  the  said  borough,  qaoney,  meat,  driofci, 
reward,  entertainments,  and  provision,  in  order  to, 
procure  themselves  to  be  elected  for  the  said  bo- 
rough, in  open  defiance  of  the  law ;  and  that  the, 
stid  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William  Jolliffe,  pre- 
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Tiou«  to,  end  during  the  poll,  were  guilty  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  and  attempting  to  bribe 
and  cotrupt  those  who  had  a  right  to  vote  in  tbe 
•aid  election,  in  order  to  procure  themselves  to  be 
returned  as  persons  duly  elected ;  and  that  James 
Showel,  pretending  to  be  the  mayor  of  the  said 
borough,  acted  partially  and  unfairly  in  tbe  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  as  a  returning  officer,  during  the 
said  poll,  in  rejecting  good  votes  for  the  petitioner, 
and  admitting  bad  ones  for  tbe  said  Sir  Abraham 
Hume  and  William  Jolliffe,  and  in  many  other 
respects ;  and  that,  by  the  said  and  other  undue 
means,  the  said  Sir  Abraham  Hume  and  William 
Jolliffe  obtained  a  majority  of  votes  on  the  poll, 
and  were  returned  accordingly  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment for  the  said  borough,  in  prejudice  of  the  pe- 
titioner (who  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned)  and  the  legal  electors  of  the  said 
borough,  and  in  open  defiance  of  tbe  law  and  free- 
dom of  elections;  and  therefore  praying  the  House 
to  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  to 
grant  him  such  relief  therein  as  ehall,  upon  exa- 
mination, appear  to  be  just. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  opened  the  case 
by  objecting  to  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  that  being 
high  sheriff  for  the  county  of  Hertford  at  the  time 
of  the  election,  he  was  ineligible;  and  that  notice 
thereof  having  been  given  to  the  returning  officer 
and  to  the  electors,  the  votes  given  to  him  were 
thrown  away : 

To  both  the  sitting  members,  that  they  ^d 
been  guilty  of  corrupting  tbe  voters  by  gifts  and 
promises,  after  tbe  vacancy  and  issuing  out  of  tbe    - 
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writ,  by  which  means  the  election  of  them  was 
void  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  King  William.* 

After  some  conversation,  between  tbe  coamel  of 
both  parties  on  the  above  subject,  tbe  committee 

liesolved :  "  That  the  counsel  be  not  permitted 
to  ai^ue  the  point  of  the  ineligibility  of  Sir  Abra- 
ham Hume  as  high  sheriff  for  tbe  county  of  Hert- 
ford, the  same  ineligibility  not  being  in  all^tion 
in  the  petition." 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  then  called  three 
or  four  witnesses,  to  prove  that  gifts  and  promises 
}iad  been  made  by  Mr,  JoUifie,  in  the  presence, 
and  with  tbe  concurrence  of  the  other  sitting  mem- 
ber' In  their  opening,  they  did  not  allege  that 
they  could  on  this  ground  bring  the  majority  of 
votes  against  either  of  the  sitting  members  to  be 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Luttrel ;  tbe  object,  therefore,  of 
the  evidence,  was  to  make  the  election  void  as  to 
one  or  both.  In  the  course  of  tbe  evidence  one 
John  Newman  was  called,  to  prove  a  declaratioa 
made  to  bim  by  one  John  Blackstone,  a  voter, 
^bout  having  tbe  promise  of  a  house  from  Mr.  JoU 
Jiffe  for  his  vote. 

On  the  part  of  tbe  sitting  membersihis  evidence 
was  objected  to. 

It  was  said,  that  although  the  declaration  (not 
upon  oath)  of  a  person  who  cannot  be  obliged  to 
he  a  witness  on  the  subject  himself,  is  admisnble  ' 
in  evidence  to  affect  auch  person,  yet  it  is  not  ad- 
missible as  against  a  third  party  ;  and  that  as  the 
counsel  for  the  petitioner  had  not  nid  that  they 
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meant  to  disqualify  voters,  but  only  to  affect  the 
sitting  members  personally  by  promises,  gifts,  &c. 
which  tfapv  had  made,  the  evidence  would  not  be 
admitted  for  that  purpose. 

It  vras  answered  by  the  counsel  for  the  peti- 
tioner, tbat  they  were  not  obliged  to  anticipate 
the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  evidence  they  pro- 
duced ;  that  what  they  now  offered,  was  certainly 
competent  in  an  election  cause;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee, after  they  should  hear  it,  would  judge  to 
what  use  it  ought  to  be  applied. 

The  committee,  after  deliberation, 

Resolved ;  "  That  the  evidence  offered  coiild 
not  be  admitted  in  support  of  any  chai^  i^nst 
Sir  Abraham  Hume  or  Mr.  Jolliffe." 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioner  then  said,  they 
would  ask  the  same  question  with  a  view  to  dis- 
qualify Brackstone; 

Which  they  were  allowed  fo  do. 

On  Thursday  the  l6th  of  Nov.,  being  the  same 
day  on  which  the  cause  was  heard,  the  committee, 
by  the  chairman,  informed  the  House  that  they 
had  determined, 

"  That  the  two  sitting  members  were  duly 
elected. 

COEPOBATION. 

This  town  was  incorporated  by  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  governed  by  a  mayor  and  commonalty.  Yet 
it  has  given  up  all  its  privilege  to  the  family  of 
the  Hamborows,  now  descended  to  Mr.  Jolliffe, 
yrho  ia  lord  of  the  manor,  at  whose  court  th« 
titular  mayor  ta  now  annually  chosen. 
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May  9i  1737-  In  dwelling  bouses  or  shambles, 
built  OD  ancient  foundations. 

Number  of  voters — 1^4,  nominally,  but  ac- 
tually only  one. 

RsTtTRNiNG  OFFICER — a  titular  Mayor,  ap- 
pointed by  the  lord  of  the  manor  at  his  court-leet. 

Profbietor — Hylton  JoUtffe,  esq. 

POLITICAL  character. 

In  the  last  borough,  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
-Winchester  appointed  the  returning  officer,  and 
two  lords  returned  the  two  members:  but  here, 
one  person  appoints  the  returning  officer  and 
names  both  the  members. 

The  dwelling-houses  and  shambles  give  the 
right  of  votiug,  not  to  the  occupiers  or  pro- 
prietors, but  to  the  individual  who  has  purchased 
the  freeholds  of  those  places,  and  conveys  a  few  of 
them  on  the  day  of  election  to  his  servants  or  de- 
pendents, who  thereby  become  voters  for  the  day, 
and  return  the  persons  they  are  directed.  The 
members  are  never  seen  in  this  borough,  nor 
known  to  any  person  connected  with  it,  except 
the  proprietor.  There  are  thirty-six  of  these 
close  or  nominal  boroughs  in  England,  which 
send  seventy-two  members  to  the  Imperial  Pariia* 
ment,  some  of  them  destitute  of  a  single  house  or 
inhabitant :  their  establishments  all  existing  in 
fiction.  The  borough  itself,  like  Old  Sarum, 
being  a  fiction,  there  existing  no  such  place  bat 
by  name.    The  electors  in  all  these  boroogfas  are 
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fictioos  named  upon  parchmeot  for  the  day.  The 
returning  officer  is  also  a  fictitious  character,  called 
a  bailiff,  steward,  portreve,  or  titular  aiByor, 
havjog  no  office,  function,  or  power,  but  that  of 
setting  his  name  to  the  instrument  which  con- 
cludes these  fictitious  proceedings. 

These  burgage  tenure  boroughs  are  a  greater  in* 
suit  to  common  sense  than  even  the  corporation 
boroughs,  for  there  are  a  certain  number  of  indivi- 
duals with  an  efficient  officer  at  their  head,  but 
here  every  thing  is  nominal  except  the  members, 
who  have  the  same  votes  in  Parliament  as  the 
members  for  London,  Westminster,  or  Yorkshire. 


ANDOVER. 

An  DOVER  is  a  borough  and  market-town  in  the 
division  of  Andover,  Hants,  63  miles  from  Lon- 
don ;  contains  657  houses,  and  3,304  inhabitants, 
being  1,438  males,  and  1,846  females,  of  whom 
1,967  were  returned  employed  in  various  trades, 
&c.  It  stands  on  the  small  river  Ande,  and  its 
Saxon  name  was  Aneda/aran,  i.  e.  over  Ande. 
It  is  a  healthy  and  populous  place,  carrying  on  a 
considerable  traffic  in  shalloons,  malting,  &c., 
particularly  since  the  canal  fixim  hence  through 
Rumsey  to  Southampton  has  been  cut. 

BEPRESENTATITB    HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  burgesses  to  alt  the  Parlia- 
ments of  Edward  the  First,  and  also  atmo  I  of  Ed- 
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ward  the  Second,  and  then  discontinued  till  the 
37th  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

April  30,  164>1;  A  petition  of  Sir  William 
Waller  concerning  the  election  for  this  borough. 

No  determination. 

Nov.  6,  1678.  A  petition  of  John  Deaoe,  esq., 
•gainst  the  undue  return  of  Charles  West,  esq. 

Ordered  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges,  but  the 
Farfiament  being  soon  aft^r  dissolved,  it  was 
never  heard. 

March  28,  1679-  A  petition  of  John  Pollen, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  William  Withers,  esq. 

March  34,  1680.  A  petition  of  Francis  Paulet 
and  Sir  Robert  Henley,  touching  the  election  for 
this  borough. 

Neither  petitions  were  heard. 

Jan.  SS,  l688.  A  petition  of  Sir  Robert  Hen- 
ley and  John  Venables,  esq.,  complaining  of  an 
undue  return  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  this  present 
convention. 

April  1,  1689.  Colonel  Rirch  reported,  that 
the  question  was,  whether  the  election  lay  in  the 
bailiff,  and  a  select  number  of  buigesaes,  only ; 
or  in  the  populace :  and  the  petitioners  insisted, 
that  it  was  an  ancient  borough,  which  used  to 
send  membere  to  Parliament  chosen  by  the  popu* 
laee. 

April  I,  1689.  Resolved :  "  That  the  right  of 
election  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  this  borough  is 
.  in  the  bailiff  and  a  select  number  of  burgesses." 

Resolved:  **  That  Francis  Paulet  and  John 
Pollen,  esqrs.t  are  both  duly  elected. 
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Feb.  13,  1700.  The  House  being  informed, 
tbat.Fraacis  Shepherd,  esq.,  a  member  of  tbis 
House,  bad  been  guilty  of  bribery  at  several  cor- 
porations, in  order  to  procure  members  to  be 
chosen,  and  being  heard,  insisted  upon  his  inno- 
cence. The  House,  after  hearing  counsel  and  wit- 
nesses, resolved : 

March  17)  "  That  the  electors  of  the  borough 
of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  have 
endeavoured  corruptly  to  set  to  sale  the  election  of 
a  burgess  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said 
borough. — And  further  resolved : 

*'  That  the  lending  money  upon  any  security  to 
a  corporation  which  sends  members  to  Parliament, 
and  remitting  the  interest  of  the  same  with  intent 
to  influence  the  election  of  such  corporation,  is 
an  unlawful  and  dat^erous  practice." 

18th.  Ordered:  "That  Mr.  Julius  Sambom, 
bailiff  of  this  borough,  Mr.  Wimbleton,  and 
Mr.  Wareham,  having  been  concerned  In  cor- 
ruptly exposing  to  sale  the  election  of  aburg€ts 
for  this  borough,  be  severally  taken  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  sergeant  at  arms." — And 

Ordered:  "That  Francis  Shepherd,  esq.,  do 
attend  to  answer  the,  charges  against  him,  touch- 
ing the  election  for  tbis  borough." 

19th.  Francis  Shepherd,  esq.,  attended,  and 
disclaimed  any  act  of  bribery,  and  submitting  him- 
self  entirely  to  the  House. 

Ordered:  "That  Francis  Shepherd,  esq.,  be 
discha^ed  from  being  a  member  of  the  House." — 
See  Newport,  &c. 

April  S3,  1701.     A  petition  of  Julius  Sambora, 
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Joseph  Wimbleton,  and  Edward  Wareham,  esq., 
acknowledging  their  offences,  begging  pardon,  and 
requesting  to  be  dischargf-il. 

34th.  They  were  brought  to  the  bar.  repri- 
manded on  their  knees,  and  discharged. 

Jan.  3,  1702.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Cope, 
knight^  against  tbe  return  of  Francis  Shepherd, 
esq. 

Oct.  36.  A  petition  of  Sir  John  Cope,  and 
Francis  Conway,  esq.,  against  the  return  of  John 
Smith  and  Francis  Shepherd,  esq. 

"  That  John  Smith  and  Francis  Shepherd, 
esqrs.,  are  both  duly  elected  fiir  this  boroagb." — 
To  all  which  the  House  E^reed. 

In  1713,  Thomas  Pitt,  esq.,  petitioned  and 
withdrew  it.  In  1737,  Matthew  Skinner,  Abel 
Ketelbey,  and  William  Guidott,  esqrs.,  petitioned ; 
.  the  two  former  withdrew  their  petitions,  and 
Charles  Collyear,  esq.,  was  found  duly  elected. 
In  1750,  Francis  Blake  Delaval,  esq.,  petitioned 
against  the  return  of  John  Whitwell  Griffin,  esq., 
but  withdrew  it. 

COEPORATION. 

This  town,  it  is  said,  had  its  first  charter  from 
King  John,  bat  was  last  incorporated  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  is  governed  by  a  bailiff,  a  steward, 
a  recorder,  two  justices,  nine  other  capital  bur- 
gesses, and  twelve  assistants,  who  annually  cho<Me 
the  bailiff,  and  the  bailiff  appoints  two  seigeants 
at  mace  to  attend  him. 
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RIGHT  OP  BLXCTION. 

Id  the  bailiflT  and  select  number  of  burgesses 
onfy,  1st  April,  16S9. 

Jan.  23,  1703.  Resolved  :  "  That  the  right  of 
election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Aodover,  in  the  county  of  Southamp- 
ton, is  in  the  bailiff,  and  select  number  of  bur- 
gesses  onltf. 

March  7,  1727-  Resolved :  "  That  the  ap- 
proved men  and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  An- 
dover,  (in  com.  Southampton,)  who  have  peti- 
tioned this  House,  complaining  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion and  return  for  the  said  borough,  and  that 
their  votes  were  refused  by  the  said  bailiff,  be  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  the  said  petition. 

Number  op  voters — 94. 

Returnino  officer — the  Bailiff. 

Patrons — Earl  of  Portsmouth  and  Ralph  Et- 
wall,  esq. 

POLITICAI.   CHARACTEB. 

The  corporation  of  this  town,  like  that  of 
Christcburcb,  have  assumed  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  election,  but  with  much  better  pretensions 
than  the  latter,  as  they  have  the  sanction  of  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  1st  of 
April*  1689,  and  again  confirmed  the  38th  of 
January,  1703.  The  corporation  consists  of 
twelve  capital  burgesses,  fi*om  amongst  whom,  a 
bailiff  and  two  other  magistrates  are  annually 
chosen,  and  twelve  assistant  burgesses.  They 
havealsoa  high  steward,  recorder,  and  town  clerk. 
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The  iohabitaDta  of  this  town,  who  are  nume- 
rous, there  being  upwards  of  six  hundred  houses, 
have  never  submitted  hut  with  regret,  and  the 
strongest  opposition,  to  the  deprivation  of  their 
rights,  which  they  had  exercised  till  1689>  and 
were  then  disfranchised  by  one  of  those  arbitrary  - 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons  which 
brought  their  decisions  into  such  general  disre- 
pute, as  to  give  life  to  the  Greiiville  Act,  which 
was  expected  to  be  a  security  to  the  country 
against  future  encroachmeots  of  the  people's' 
rights;  but,  alas  I  it  does  not  remove  from  the- 
journals  those  numerous  resolutions  of  disfran- 
chisement, which  affect  not  only  this  town,  but 
the  towns  of  Banbury,  Beaumaris,  Bewdley,  and 
above  a  hundred  more,  together  with  the  popular 
cities  of  Bath,  Salisbury,  Winchester,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Had  the  acts  of  the  10th,  Uth,  and  38th  of 
George  HI.,  better  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Grenville  Acta,  repealed,  or  caused  to  be  ex- 
punged, all  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, respecting  the  right  of  election  in  cities, 
towns  corporate,  boroughs,  cinque  ports,  &c.,  and  * 
then  left  the  question  of  right  open  to  a  committee  ■■ 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  constituted  as  that 
act  directs,  and  subject  to  an  appeal,  as  is  enacted  ' 
in  the  last  mentioned  statute,  this  intolerable 
griiBTance  might  in  time  have  been  corrected,  and 
the  large  and  popular  towns  and  cities,  at  least, 
have  been  restored  to  their  natural  and  constitu-  , 
tional  privileges. 

The  political  annihilation  of  cities  and  towns, 
such  as  Ely,  Manchester,  Leeds,  &c.  which  for- 
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merly  sent  members  to  Parliflinent,  aod  the  limita- 
tion of  the  right  of  franchise  to  the  corpc^ations 
of  others,  has  reduced  the  constitution  to  a  wreck, 
the  representation  to  a  form,  the  .substance  to  a 
shadow  ;  and  it  is  now  impossible  to  restore  it  to 
its  essence,  vigour,  and  purity,  but  by  a  radical, 
effectual,  and  universal  reform. 
..  Tt^  patroQS  of  this  corporatioD,  who  have  the 
nomination  of  their  members,  are  the  Earl  of 
Portsmouth,  their  high  steward,  and  Ralph  Et- 
wall,  esq.,  an  attorney  of  this  borough. 


SOUTHAMPTON, 

SouTHAMPTOjt,  a  borough-town,  consisting  of 
six  parishes,  is  situstted  at  the  union  of  the  rivers 
Test  and  Itchen,  which  form  Southampton  bay,  S9 
miles  from  Portsmouth  and  77  from  London.  It 
contains  1^309  houses,  and  7,913  inhabrtants,  viz. 
3,S90  males  and  4,^3  females,  of  whom  1,889 
were  employed  in  various  trades  and  manufec- 
tures.  The  town  (except  the  eastern  part]  is  well 
paved,  lighted,  and  watched ;  conduits  are  disposed 
at  proper  distances,  supplying  the  town  with. ex- 
cellent water.  Many  new  and  elegant  buildings 
have  arisen  within  these  few  years ;  which  are 
chiefly  occupied  as  lodging-houses  for  its  numerous 
summer  visitors,  for  the  purpose  of  sea-bathiag. 
As  the  town  occupies  a  kind  of  Paninsula,  the 
soil  of  which  is  a  hard  gravel,  and  the  streets  hav- 
ing a  gentle  ascent,  they  are  always  clean  and 
dry.     The  walls  with  which  the  town  wa^  aii- 
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cientty  surrounded  are  in  maoy  places  quite  des- 
troyed, but  in  others  they  still  present  a  venentble 
appearance ;  they  appear  to  have  had  towers  at 
different  intervals,  several  of  which  stiH  remain. 
The  circuit  of  the  walls  is  computed  at  1 }  mile, 
but  the  whole  town  cannot  be  less  than  three  miles 
round  at  present.      The  castle  stands  near  the 
middle  of  the  south  part  of  the  town,  and  seems 
to  have  been  of  a  semi-circular  form,  of  which  the 
town  wall  towards  the  sea  formed  the  diameter. 
The  keep  stood  on  a  high  artificial  mount,  and 
fi-om   its  ruins   a  smalt  round   tower  has  been 
constructed,  fVom  whence  there  is  a  delightiiil 
prospect.     It  is  supposed  to  have  been  of  Saxon 
origin.     The  castle  is  now  the  property  of  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdown,  of  which  he  has  formed, 
by  considerable  additions,  a  very  commodious 
mansion.     Although  there  are  six  parishes  it  cod- 
tains  but  five  parish  churches ;  viz.  Holy  Rood,  St. 
Michael's,  AH  Saints,  St.  Mary's  and  the  united 
parish  ehurtih  of  St.  Lawrence  and  St.  John.     The 
inhabitants  eaity  on  a  considerable  trad^e  with 
Portugal  (<x  wine  and  fruit,  as  likewise  with  the 
inlands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey;  to  which  they 
send  a  certain  quantity  of  wool,  allowed  by  act  of 
parliament.     In  time  of  war  a  cutter  is  Stationed 
her«,  and  sails  every  fortnight  for  those  islands. 
In  th«  Guildhall  all  causes  are  tried,  and  the  ge- 
neral quarter*3e9siont  held.     The  mayor  fand  bai- 
lifts  have  a  court  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts, 
which  can  be  held  every  Tuesday  in  the  year. 
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It  first  sent  members  to  PHrliament  in  the  S3d 
of  Edward  I.,  and  is  a  town  and  county  of  itself, 
beiijg  made  so  by  Heni-y  VL 

in  the  first  of  Edtvard  III.,  it  appears  the  re- 
turn was  made  by  the  bailiff". 

Petitions,  &Ci  March  19, 1689-  A  petition 
of  Sir  Charles  Wyndham,  against  the  return  of 
Edwdrd  Flemming,  esq.,  claiming  the  right  of 
election  lo  be  in  the  bui^esses  and  inhabitants, 
paying  scot  and  lot.  Mr.  Flemming,  at  the  same 
time,  insisting  it  to  be  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
a  select  number  of  burgesses. 

Resolred :  "  That  the  right  of  election,  for  this 
town  and  county,  is  in  the  burgesses  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  town  and  county." 

"  That  Edward  Flemming,  esq.  is  not  duly 
elected." 

*'  That  Sir  Charles  Wyndham  is  duly  elected :" 
which  resolutions,  being  read  twice,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  the  return  ordered  to  be 
amended  accordingly. 

2*i     A  petition  of  Arthur  Sballet,  esq., 

against  the  returii  of  Sir  Benjahrih  Newl^od. 

Oct.  !7, 1690.  Another  petition  of  the  same, 
to  the  ssthe  effect: 

Nov,  29,  1695.  A  petition  of  John  Smith, 
esq.i  ag&inst  the  same  return. 

The  questibti  upon  this  return  was,  whether  the 
right  of  election  was  in  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  btir- 
gesses,-  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,- 
s  N  2 
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excluding  the  out-living  burgesses,  or  whether 
including  the  out-living  burgesses,  as  well  as  the 
burgesses-inhabitant. 

Resolved  :  **  That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the 
out'living  burgesses,  as  well  as  the  buigesses 
inhabitants,  and  other  inhabitants,  paying  scot 
and  lot." 
"  That  Sir  Benjamin  Newland  is  duly  elected 
.  a.burgess  for  this  town  and  county  :"  both  whicb 
resolutions,  being  read  twice,  were  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Feb.  19,  171 1.  A  motion  being  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  taking  a  gratuity  of  ^00 
gold  ducats  annually  from  the  contractors  for 
bread  and  bread  waggons,  for  the  army  in  the  low 
counties,  by  Adam  Cardonnell,  esq.,  secretary  to 
the  general  there,  a  member  of  this  House,  was 
unwarrantable  and  corrupt,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative :  and  further 

Resolved :  "  That  the  said  Adam  Cardonnell, 
be,  for  the  said  offence,  expelled  this  House." 
crenbenie.      In  1734-,  there  being  a  double  return,  viz.  An- 
^7.'  '■''■    thony  Henley  and  John  Conduit,  esqrs.,  the  for- 
mer was  voted  not  duly  elected,  April  3,.  173.5. 

In  1774,  several  voters,  (in  the  interest  of  Lord 
Charles  Greville  Montagu]  petitioned  against  the 
election  of  John  Fleming,  esq.  The  petitioner 
stated^  that  Mr.  Fleming,  when  he  offered  himself 
Q  candidate,  and  at  the  time  he  was  returned:  as  a 
burgess  to  represent  the  said  town  in  Parliament, 
was  slieriff-of  Hampshire,  or  the  county  of  South- 
ampton} and  that  all  sheriffs  are  disabled  from 
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being  elected,  not  only  by  an  anciept  resolution 
of  the  House,  but  by  the  express  letter  of  his  ma- 
jesty's writ  or  summons  directed  to  the  sheriif. 

It  was  admitted  that  Mr.  Fleming  was  sheriff 
of  Hampshire  at  the  time  of  his  election ;  that 
the  town  of  Southampton  is  a  county  of  itself; 
that  there  is  a  sheriff  of  the  town  to  whom  the 
writ  of  election  is  sent,  end  who,  in  consequence 
of  the  writ,  issued  his  precept  to  the  mayor  and 
two  bailiffs,  they  being  the  returning  officers. 
The  committee  resolved  :  "  That  John  Fleming,- 
esq.,  being  sheriff  of  Hampahire  at  the  time  of  the 
laat  general  election,  was  eligible  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament  for  the  town  of  Southampton." 

The  committee  refused  to  permit  the  petitionee  Peekweii, 
to  give  evidence  tending  to  shew  that  the  votes'' 
given  were  thrown  away,  inasmuch  us  there  was 
no  such  allegation  in  the  petition:  but  the  prin- 
ciple was  admitted  to  be,  "  that  where  there  is  a 
legal  incapacity,  and  thcfact  of  a  candidate's  being 
under  such  incapacity  is  known,  the  votes  given 
for  him  are  thrown  away." 

There  arose  an  objection  to  the  mayor's  con-  i*toi. 
duct  upon  a  fraudulent  omission,  by  him,  of  partiw. 
of  the  election  writ  in  the  precept  for  election ; 
and  it  was  resolved,  "  That  the  matter  could  not 
be  inquired  into,  because  it  was  not  alleged  in 
the  petition." 

On  Feb.  19,  177^,  the  committee,  by  their 
chairman,  informed  the  House,  that  they  had  de- 
termined *'  That  the  sitting  member  was  duly 
elected." 
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A  mayor,  reeorder,  sheriff,  two  bailiffs,  ancl  an 
indefinite  uumber  of  burgesses.  All  who  have 
served  the  oflice  of  mayor  are  stiled  aidermen  ; 
and  those  who  have  served  sheriff  or  bailiff,  are  of 
the  common  counoil. 

The  burgesses,  though  not  members  of  the  com* 
luon  council,  are  yet  of  the  corporation,  pad  hsv« 
votes.  These  are  principally  made  for  election 
purposes,  and  whenever  there  is  a  contest,  a  num- 
ber of  them  are  called  in  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  tp  make  a  ipajority  for  the  ministerial 
candidates. ' 

The  mayor  and  recorder,  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester, the  five  senior  aldermen,  and  the  two 
senior  common  councilmeo,  are  justices  of  the 
peace.  They  hsve  also  a  town  clerk,  four  ser* 
grants  at  mace,  and  a  town  crier. 

EIGHT  OF  ELECTION. 

Dec.  31,  1689.  Resolved  :  *'  That  the  right  of 
election  of  Burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  town  and  county  of  Southampton,  is  in  the 
Burgesses  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said  town. 

March  17,  16J)3.  Resolved:  **That  the  out- 
living Bui^esses,  as  well  as  the  Burgesses,  IqhaT 
bitants,  and  other  Inhabitants  paying  scot  and  lot, 
have  a  right  to  vote  for  electing  members  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  the  town,  and  county  of  the 
town  of  Southampton. 

NUMBEE  OP   VOTEES— TOO. 
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RBTUftMiKG  OFFicBES — the  MnyoF  and  tfvo 
Baitiffs.    April  3,  1735. 
PaTbon — Rt.  Hon.  Oeorg?  Rose,    One  mem- 

FOLtTICAL   CHABACTEE. 

The  iofluence  in  this  town  ii  principajly  in  the 
corporation,  although  the  right  of  election  is  in 
^  inhtbitante.  houaebolders,  paying  scot  Bn(|  lot* 
and  their  number  is  pear  seven  hundred. 

The  late  Hans  Stanley,  of  famous  raemory.  re- 
presented this  town  near  thirty  years,  and  was  bo 
profuse  in  the  distribution  of  court  favors,  which 
it  is  well  known  were  at  his  disposal,  as  to  bring 
it  into  tbe  vortex  of  government  boroughs.  So 
unstable,  however,  is  gratitude,  thus. procured, 
that  they  turned  his  nephew>  the  preeent  Hang 
Sloane,  esq.,  out  of  its  representation,  a  very  &w 
years  after  his  death. 

The  Rt.  Hod.  George  Rose  succeeded  tbe  Rt. 
Hon.  Hans  Stanley,  as  government  patron  of  this 
town.  In  1794,  his  son,  G.  H.  Rose,  esq.,  had 
to  sustain  a  severe  contest  with  Rryfn  Edwards, 
esq.  In  ISO6,  the  independent  interest  succeeded 
in  returning  one  member,  Arthur  Atherley,  esq., 
a  native  of  Southampton)  who  was  dected  by  a 
considerable  majority.  Tbenuinbers  on  the  poll 
being  for 

Arthur  Atherley,  esq i.  49S 

G.  H.  Rose,  esq 389 

J.  Jackson,  esq 380 

At  this  election,  as  upon  otb^  occasions,  Mr. 
Rose  polled  his  host  of  aon-reeidaDt  butgesaes. 
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In  1807>  Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Jackson  were  ohosea 
without  opposition. 

At  the  last  general  election  in  1813,  Arthur 
Atherley,  juD.  esq.,  opposed  the  patron's  Interest, 
vrhen  the  numbers  on  the  poll  were,  for 

Arthur  Atherley,  esq 465 

G.  H.  Rose,  esq 383 

William  Chamberlaine,  esq.  . .  301 

Upon  this  occasion,  the  following  non-residont 
burgesses  voted  for  Mr.  Rose. 

Sir  Harry  Neale,  bart. 

Thomas  Goldwin,  esq. 

Sir  John  Pollen,  bart. 

Samuel  Cleveland,  esq. 

The  Honourable  Charles  Fitzroy,  M.  G, 

Henry  P.'Wyndham,  esq. 

Reverend  Arthur  Dodwell,  clerk. 

Lieutenant-General  Manners. 

Lieu  tenant-General  Cartwright. 

William  Chute,  esq. 

Sir  Brook  Watson,  bart. 

Edward  Pery  Bulkeley,  esq. 

A.  Berkeley  Drummond,  esq. 

Reverend  Matthew  Woodford 

Benjamin  Charles  Stevenson,  esq. 

Reverend  George  Wells,  clerk. 

Reverend  John  Wells,  clerk. 

Reverend  Hoadley  Ashe,  D.  D. 

Sir  William  Heathcote,  bart.  - 

Thomas  Heathcote,  esq. 

William  Chamberlayoe,  esq. 

John  Breton,  esq. 

Reverend  Ellis  St.  John. 
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Thomas  Beckley,  esq. 

Major- General  Calvert. 

William  James  Cooke,  eftq. 

Peter  Smith,  esq. 

W.  C.  I>amaD,  Attorney  at  Lavr. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Holland,  bart. 

Reverend  Anthony  Hamilton,  D.  D. 

Reverend  Edwards  Beadon,  clerk. 

Giles  Strbbert,  esq. 

William  Sotheby,  esq. 

John  Roberts,  esq. 

Thomas  South,  esq. 

Geoi^eN.  Vincent,  esq. 

Tomklns  Hilgrove  Turner,  esq. 

William  P.  Smith,  esq. 

William  Edward  Jollifie,  mercer. 

Reverend  Robert  Cranmer,  clerk. 

John  Brissault,  esq. 

A.  Scott,  esq.,  rear-admiral. 

Reverend  Cranley  Lancelot  Kerby,  clerk, 

David  Lance,  esq. 

Jeremiah  Olive;  esq. 

John  Hornby,  esq. 

Thomas  Porteus,  esq. 

Robey,  Eldridge,  merchant. 

Robert  Sadleir  Moody,  esq. 

Edmund  James  Moody,  esq. 

Reverend  Alexander  Scott,  D.  D. 

Hans  Sloane,  esq.  ■ 

Edward  Desbrowe,  esq.  vice-chamberlain  to  the 

Queen.  '   ' 
William  Stuart  Rose,  esq. 
Edward  Dauvei^ne,  esq. 
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Richard  Light,  esq. 

Reverend  David  Durell,  clerk. 

William  Seaward,  esq.,  captain  of  marines. 

Thomas  MeEurs,  esq. 

The  Right  Hpaourable  George  Rose. 

John  Durell,  esq. 

John  Lowder,  esq .Total,  6$. 

The  system  of  iaflueoce  which  pxcvaiU  in  this 
borough,  is  fully  explained  by  the  number  of 
placemen  to  be  found  io  the  above  list. 

It  was  here  that  Canute  the  Great  ridiculed  bis 
flattering  courtiers,  by  sitting  crowned  and  io  bis 
royal  robes,  on  the  banks  of  the  sea,  forbidding 
the  tide  to  approach  his  ibotstool,  but  the  qea, 
deaf  to  bis  commands,  and  regardless  of  bis  threats 
continued  its  wonted  course,  and  weltiqg  his 
majesty's  feet  and  robes,  he  started  up,  and  vp- 
braided  those  sycophants  with  the  grossness  of 
their  flattery,  in  pretending  that  all  nature  c^yed 
him.  "  Let  this  coovince  you,  and  all  the  world," 
added  he,  *'  that  the  power  of  the  greatest  monarch 
"  is  poor  and  weak,  and  that  none  is  truly  worthy 
*■  of  the  title  of  king,  but  He,  wboae  will  being  an 
"  eternal  law,  the  heavens,  the  earth,  tmd  the  aea 
"  obey." 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

This  Island  lies  on  the  co«irt  of  Hitmpibire, 
from  which  H  is  t^urated  by  »  ohaonel,  varying 
in  breadth  from  4  to  7  miles.  Its  form  is  that  of 
an  irr^ular  lozenge,  raeasunog  about  9S  miles 
from  the  eastern  to  the  we«t^  WBgle,  and  13  fiom 
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the  northern  to  t)ie  southern,  being  60  miles  in 
circumference ;  containing  an  area  of  I00,0003quiire 
acres,  of  wbiph  quantity  7^,000  acres  may  be  rec- 
l(Qned  in  a  course  of  tillage,  and  90,000  in  pastur- 
age. It  Is  divided  into  two  hundreds,  called  East 
and  West  Medina;  30  parishes,  3  boroughs,  New- 
port, Newton,  and  Yarmouth;  the  whole  contain- 
>Pg9>^98houeeBand  $3,097  inhabitants,  viz.  10,894 
mplesand,  1 1,379  femaleti;  of  whom  9>409  were  re- 
turned as  being  employed  in  various  trades,  and 
4*377  ipagri culture.  Its  principal  river  is  the  Me-. 
dina,  which  gives  n^me  to  its  hundreds,  and  so 
called  firomtts  dividing  the  island  into  two  nearly 
equal  parts ;  there  are  two  other  small  streams. 
called  the  Yar  and  the  Wootton. 

This  large  district  of  Hampshire,  which  is  more 
extensive  than  the  county  of  Middlesex,  sends, 
independently  of  itg  boroughs,  no  representatives 
to  P^rlioment.  Such  persons  as  possesi  freeholds 
within  the  islfind  are  permitted  to  vote  for  the 
county  of  Southampton)  but  they  might  as  well 
have  tbqt  privilege  in  Yorkshire;  for  in  order  to 
exercise  it  they  must  travel  from  their  residence 
in  the  lale  of  Wight,  which  ia  SS  miles  long  and 
13  broad,  and  qross  the  sea  17  miles  to  South- 
ampton, after  which,  they  have  13  miles  more  to 
Win(the$ter  tQ  give  their  votes  at  an  election  which 
fch^y  hav&Do  npore  local  interest  in^or  topographical 
Qoooexioa  with,  than  tbey  have  with  Ywkshire, 

Newport  the  capital  of  the  islaad,  including 
tbM  part  of  th^  town  which  is  out  of  the  parish, 
eonuina.  9  popnlfttion  of  4,000  persons,  has  two 
inemherv  cbopen  hy  •  salf-ekcted  oorporatioo  of 
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twenty-four  individuals,  many  of  whom  are  non- 
residents. 

Yarmouth  which  has  only  a  population  of  three 
hundred  and  forty  three  inhabitants,  has  two 
members  chosen  by  a  corporation  of  twelve  indi- 
viduals, only  one  of  whom  is  resident  in  the  bo- 
rough. 

Newtown,  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Shalfleet  in 
this  island,  composed  of  only  half  a  dozen  fisher- 
mens  huts,  without  a  church,  town  hall,  or  officer 
of  any  description,  and  having  scarcely  the  ap- 
pearance of  habitation,  sends  two  members,  chosen 
by  the  owners  of  thirty  six  bui^age  tenures,  pay-' 
ing  a  land-tax  of  no  more  than  is.  Sd.,  the  major 
part  of  which,  belong  to  three  individuals  who' 
choose  the  members  for  this  nominal  borough. 

The  corporations  of  Newport  and  Yarmouth  are 
entirely  under  the  influence  and  submit  to  the 
nomination  of  Sir  Leonard  Troughear  Worsley 
Holmes,  bart.,  and  the  majority  of  the  burgage- 
holds  at  Newtown,  being  the  property  of  three  in- 
dividuals, the  Hon.  Charles  Anderson  Pelham, 
Sir  John  Barrington,  and  his  nephew  Harrington 
Pope  Blachford,  esq.;  it  is  plain  that  the  four 
members  for  Newport  and  Yarmouth  are  returned 
by  only  one  person.  The  members  for  Newtown 
are  chosen  at  present  by  three  persons  ;  in  all,  six 
members  by  four  individuals :  and  this  small  body 
may  be  further  diminished  by  an  union  of  interest 
in  the  borough  of  Newtown  between  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Pelham,  and  Sir  L.  T.  W,  Holmes,  in  which  case 
three  men  would  return  six  members  to  represent 
them  in  Parliament.     If  this  UDadomed  recital 
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does  not  impress  On  the  mind  the  fullest  coDviction 
of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  radical  reform  in  the 
representation,  it  is  surely  fair  to  conclude,  that  the 
utmost  power  of  reason  and  eloquence  would  be 
,  exerted  in  vain. 


NEWPORT,  oa  MEDINA— (Isle  op  Wight) 

Newport,  a  borough  and  market-town  in  tlie 
parish  of  Carisbrook,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Hants, 
is  situated  near  the  middle  of  the  island,  on  the 
rirer  Medina  or  Cowes,  which  falls  into  the  sea, 
7  miles  below  this  town.  It  is  79  milea  from  Lon- 
don, and  contains  664,  houses  and  3,535  inhabi- 
tants, viz.  1,651  males,  1,931'  females,  of  whom 
640  were  returned  as  being  employed  in  various 
trades.  The  town  is  regularly  built,  and  has  some 
handsome  shops  and  good  inns. 

KBPRESENTATITE   HISTORY. 

This  borough  sent  members  to  Parliament  in 
the  33rd  of  Edward  the  First,  and  it  aflerwards 
ceased  till  the  37th  of  Elizabetb,  when  she  re- 
stored it. 

Petitioks,  &c.  Jan.  98,  1698.  A  petition  of 
John  Acton,  esq.,  against  the  return  of Green- 
hill,  esq.,  by  means  of  notorious  practices,  to  the 
disservice  of  bis  m^esty,  be  being  at  the  same  time 
a  commissioner  of  the  dock-yard  at  Portsmouth. 

Nov.  29,  1699-  Another  petition  of  John  Ac- 
ton, esq.,  against  the  same  return. 

Jan.  11,  1700.    Sir  Rowland  Gwynn  reporteiil 
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Aom  the  committee  th&t  the  right  of  eletition  wm 
agreed  to  be  in  the  mayor,  alderdien,  and  capital 
burgesses. 

But  the  petitioner's  counsel  insisted  that  Mr. 
Geenbiil's  votes  were  obtained  by  piximises  of 
places,  and  by  sending  great  quantities  of  junk  to 
be  made  into  oakum  by  the  poor  people  of  New- 
port, which  practice  was  alleged  for  the  purpose  6( 
gaining  votes. 

Mr.  Matthews  proved,  that  the  sitting  naember 
made  use  of  Mr,  Smith's  ibtetest,  as  clerk  of  the 
rope-yard,  and  Mr.  Smith  particularly  pressii^ 
him,  he  answered  be  would  be  for  Mr.  Greenhill, 
if  Lord  Cutts  would  recommend  him,  by  helping 
his  son  to  a  purser's  place,  from  which  he  had  be- 
fore been  dismissed^  that  afterwards  he  received 
the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  : 
"  Dear  Sir," 

"  I  most  humbly  thank  you  for  the  psrticukt 
"  service  you  have  done  me,  in  respect  to  commis- 
*'  sioner  Greenhill,  who  is  wonderfully  pleased  at 
^  the  letter  you  sent  my  Lord  Cutts  oo  bis  behalf ; 
*'  be  orders  me  to  present  his  most  huibble  ser- 
**■  vices  to  you,  and  let  you  know,  tbat  on  M«r-> 
"  day,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  will 
"  wait  upon  yoti,  and  give  you  his  hearty  thanks. 
-"  1  am  still  to  pray  the  continmnce  of  your  ftivoc 
**  in  thia  affair,  and  tbat  you  wiU  please  to- let  Mr. 
**  Mayor  know,  that  foe  tb«  reapeot  that  is  de- 
*<  signed  him  by  the  oorporattoB,.  he  will  forthwith 
"  Aake  hi&son  Joboj  puraer  of  a  third-rate  ship, 
"  an  employment  naw-a-^y**  Jhard  to  be  gottas; 
"  and  for  my  brother  Rookly,  upon  your  request 
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"  to  him  bn  his  behalf,  will  immediately  proceed 
•'  to  get  him  a  good  post,  and  also  will  do  you 
"  and  the  town  any  service  that  shall  be  desired 
"  of  him. 

"  The  commissioner  has  this  day  wrote  to  the 
"  Earls  of  Oxford,  and  Scarborough,  to  request 
*♦  of  my  Lord  Cutts,  his  recommendation  to  your 
**  corporation,  according  as  I  hinted  to  you,  and  I 
**  hope  in  a  few  days  to  hear  a  good  account  of 
**  that  matter;  however,  whether  the  commissioner 
"  does  obtain  his  ends  or  not,  he  assures  me  his 
**  zeal  to  serve  the  town  will  not  be  a  Jot  the  leas^ 
"  and  that  now  he  wilt  employ  all  the  poor,  I  must 
"  earnestly  beg  your  best  endeavoors  to  promote 
"  his  interest  against  he  comes  over,  and  will  please 
"  cunningly  to  intimate  the  commissioner's  design 
*'  to  terve  the  mayor's  son,  m  atto  my  brother 
*'  Rookly't,  which  he  positively  resolves  to  do. 
"  I  hope  by  your  prudent  management,  the  com- 
**  missioner  will  find  from  the  corporation  a  civil 
"  and  candid  reception,  which  wilt  be  most  grate- 
•*  fully  acknowledged  by  him  to  you  all,  patticu- 
"  larly  to  yourself,  as  also  by 

"  Your  most  iaithful,  humble  servant. 
"  W.  Smith." 
*'  Portsmouth  Dock -Yard, 

"  July  28th,  1698." 
*'  P.  3.  1  have  sent  the  coffee  by  the  bearer, 
•'  Kurse  Dart,  which  humbly  prays  your  accept- 
**  ance.  My  service  attend  you  and  my  cousins.'* 
And  the  said  Matthews  said  he  bad  received  a 
second  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  that  he  acquainted   the  mayor  of  the 
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same,  id  the  presence  of  his  wife,  who  said  the 
good  of  their  son  was  more  to  them  than  any  Par- 
liamentarif-man. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  resolved,  "That 
Henry  Greanhill,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a  buigess 
for  this  borough;"  which  being  twice  read,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Feb.  13.  The  Uousewas  informed  that  Samuel 
Shepherd,  sen.,  esq.,  a  member  of  this  House,  had 
been  guilty  of  bribery  at  several  corporations^  (see 
Andover,)  and  ordered  it  to  be  heard  at  the  bar, 
and  the  charge  to  be  put  io  writing, 

\5.     In  the  charge  against  Mr.  Shepherd, 

this  borough  is  set  down  as  one  of  the  auid  can- 
porations. 

March  18.  Resolved  :  *'  That  Samuel  Shepherd, 
senior,  esq.,  is  guilty  of  notorious  bribery,  in  ob- 
taining his  election  as  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 
And,  after  reading  several  resoIutioBs  relatiog.  to 
the  said  Mr.  Shepherd, 

Resolved :  "  That  the  said  Samuel  Shepherd, 
sen.  esq.  be  committed  a  prisoner  to  bis  majesty's 
Tower  of  London." 

Resolved :  "•*  That  Mr.  Gloiter,  agent  to  Samuel 
Shepherd,  esq.,  has  been  guilty  of  corrupt  and 
indirect  practices  in  procuring' the  election  of  the 
said  Samuel  Shepherd  ;"  and» 

Resolved:  "  That  the  said  Mr.  Glover  be,  for 
the  said  ofTence,  committed  a  prisoner  to  bis  ma- 
jesty's g4ol  of  Newgate." 

— —  19-  Resolved:  "  That  it  appears  .to  this 
House,  that  Mr.  John  Hassum  is  guilty  of  corrupt 
and  indirect  practices  in  the  said  election ;"  aqd 
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Orda«d :  *'  That  he,  the  laid  John  Hassum,  be 
taken  into  the  custody  of  th^  afer^eant  at  anni." 
'  Resolred :  "  That  S'H  Edfrafd  SeytanHir,  hart, 
has  made  good  his  geocMt  ^ehaige  against  Samtiet 
Shepherd,  sen.,  esq.,  of  bribery  and  oormptloB  itf 
several  boroughs  that  send  members  to  Parlia- 
ment ;"  and  further. 

Resolved,  nem.  e<os.,  *'  That  the  tbankaof  this 
House  be  given  to  Sir  Edvard  Sdymour*  bart.^  a 
member  of  this  Hourse,  for  the  great  service  hfl  has 
done  the  public,  in  detecting  ^ef  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption  which  has  been  practised  in  the  eleetioB  6i 
several  members  to  serve  in  Parliameot  :'*  and  the 
thanks  of  the  House  weft  accordingly  given. 

April  16.  The  House  proceeded  to  take  into 
consideration  bow  they  should  further  act  ^vith'  re- 
lation to  the  crimes  charged  ^inst  Satnuel  Shiep- 
herd,  sen.,  esq, ;  and 

Resolved  :  "  That  the  said  Sanuel  Shepherd, 
sen.,  esq.,  shall  be  expelled  this  Home,  and  that 
he  do  receive  tbesaid  sentence  at  the  bar  of  this 
House. 

— —  16.  He  was  brought  to  the  bar  by  tbei 
sergeant  with  the  mace,  wh^,  being  vpo»  his 
kneett  Mr.  Speaker  pronounced  the  sentence  of  his 
being  eSpelled  the  House. 
'  Pari.  16.  John  Barrington,  esq.  petitioned 
against  Mt.  RushWOTth's  return,  on  the  scdre^  that 
he  being  in  priest's  orders  was  ineligible  to  be' 
elected.  Feb.' 94,  1785,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  this  contested  election, 
found  the  sitting  OKinber  duly  elected. 

PART  II.  VOL.  I.  o  o 
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COEPOIIA,IID]f. 

By  a  charter  of  the  :l9tb  of  Cbarles  JI.„  New- 
^H  isgorerned  by'«  owyor,  U  ^enn«n,  and 
10  Burjpeaws. 

RIGHT  OF  ELECTION 

'  Is  in  th6  Mayor,  11  Alderown*  and  13  Burgeaavs. 

REtusMiMGOFFicBn— the  Mayor. 

Pa'tbow— ^Sir  jbeopard  Trougbear  Wowley, 
Holmw. 

pout1gai<.charactbe. 

The  corporation  of  Newport  was  formeriy  under. 
the  influence  of  tbe  Dukes  of  Bolton,  but  upon 
the  diemise  of  the  last  duke  but  one,  the  first  Lord . 
Holmes  of  .the  kiagdom  of  Ireland,  whose  real-, 
dence  and  estates  were  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  be-, 
c&nte  paCron  bf-tbis  bdreugb. 

Upon- his  decease,  bis.  nephew,  the  Rev,  Leonard. 
Troughear,  succeeded  to  bis  fortune,  and  aatumed 
his  name>  aiid  was  also  created  a  peer  of  Ireland 
by  the  ismt  title.  • 

The  second  Lord  Holnoes  had  also  4be  otua-. 
mand  of  thfs  corporation  fijr'^iear  forty  years ;  and. 
being  succeeded  upon  his  death  by  the  late  Reve- 
rend Sir  Henry  Worstey,  of  Fitford.bart.,  be  also 
assumed  the  name  of  Holmes,  and  became  patron. 
of  this  borough. 

On  the  depease  of  this  gentleman,  bis  son,<the. 
present  Sir  Leonard  Troughear  Woraley  Holmes, 
hart.,  became  the  successor  to  his  forcuae  and  in- 
fluence. 
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Thecontrol  of  the  boroughs  of  Newport  and 
Yarmouth  teem  now  to  have  become  hereditary  io 
this  family. 

AN    ANECDOTE 

Occurs  in  the  history  of  this  borouigb,  which 
deserves  to  be  recorded  in  characters  of  gold. — 
On  the  death  of  the  first  Lord  Holmes,  a  very 
powerful  attempt  was  made  by  the  late  Sir  WiU 
liam  Oglander^  and  some  other  neighbouriDg  gen- 
tlemeo,  to  deprive  bis  lordship's  nephew  and  sucr 
ceasor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Troughear  Holmes,  of  his 
influence  over  this  corporation.  The  number 
of  that  body  was  at  that  time  twentjf'three,  there 
being  one  vacancy  amongst  the  aldermen,  occa- 
sioned by  the  recent  death  of  Lord  Holmes. 
Eleven  of  them  continued  firm  to  the  interest  of 
the  nephew,  and  tlie  same  number  was  equally 
e^er  to  transfer  that  interest. to  Sir  WiUiara-.Og- 
landerand  tbe  Woraley  family.  A  )>It.  TayU^jr  of 
this  town,  one  of  the  buigeases, .  wittiheld  bis  de- 
claration, and  as  his  vote  wonld  decide  the  balance 
of  future  influence,  it  was  imagined  that  he  only 
suspended  it  for  the  purpose  of  private  advantage. 
Agrseeble  to  that  idea,  he  was  eagerly  songbt  by 
the  agents  of  each  party.  The  first  who  applied 
is  said  t(i  have  made  him  an  offer  of  2,000/.  Mr. 
Taylor  had  actually  made  iip  his  mind  to  have 
voted  with  this  party  ;  but  the  moment  his  inte^ 
grity  and  independence  were  attacked,  he  reversed 
his  determination,  aiu)  resolved  to  give  bis  suffrage 
on  tbe  opposite  side.  That  party,  however,  like 
their  opponents,  being  ignorant  of  tbe  favour  de-  . 
signed  them,  and  of  the  accident  to  wliich  they 
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owed  it,  assailed  him  with  a  more  advantageous 
offer.  He  iDforoied  them  that  he  had  but  just 
formed  the  resolution,  in  consequence  of  a  similar 
insult  from  their  adversaria,  of  giving  them  his 
support ;  but  since  he  had  dncovered  that  they 
were  both  aiming  at  power  by  the  aame  m«ni»,  he 
was  determined  to  vole  for  neither  of  them ;  and 
to  put  himself  out  of  the  power  of  further  temp- 
tatioD,  be  resolved  to  resign  his  go\ta  as  a  buvges* 
of  the  corporation  ;  wbieb  he  accordingly  did  th« 
next  day. 


YARMOUTH— (Isle  OP  WifiHT.) 

Yabhouth,  a  aee-port,  borough,  and  pariah, 
in  West  Medina,  Isle  of  Wight,  10  miles  from 
Newport  aod  100  from  London  ;  containing  78 
houses,  and  343  inhabitanta.  The  town  stands  on 
a  bank  sloping  to  the  sea,  and  has  evident  traces 
of  having  been  much  larger  than  at  present, 

'rBP«£9SNIATIVS  HISTOSY. 

This  borough  first  sent  members  to  Parliament 
in  the  33rd  of  Edward  I. ;  and  although-  it  was 
f^ain  summoned  in  the  same  reign,  it  made  no 
return  till  the  37th  of  Eltk&beth,  when  it  was  re- 
stored. 

Petiiions,  &C.  The  House  entered  toto  an 
enquiry  concerning  several  cotpofationa ;  and 

Ordered :  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed'^ 
inspect  the  books  of  the  Cast  India  companyim- 
mediately." 
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Tb«  cpBimittce  r^iorted  they  bad  found 
'*  Thdt  tbe  lum  of  one  thOusAnd  guineas  were 
delivered  and  paid  to  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Trevor, 
by  the  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  London,  for  as- 
sistiog  ini  passing  the  Orphans'  Bill/' 

Revolved :  **  That  Sir  John  Trevor,  late  Speaker 
of  this  House,  being  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor,  by  receiving  a  gratuity  of  one  thou- 
«uBd  guineas  from  the  city  of  London,  after  pas- 
sing  the  Orphans'  Bill,  be  expelled  this  House." 
Nov.  30,  \69S.  A  petition  of  John  Acton, 
esq.,  against  the  return  of  Anthony  Morgan,  esq., 
by  meabs  of  admitting  five  undue  buigesses." 

Resolved  :  "  That  Anthony  Morgan,  esq.,  is 
duly  elected  a  burgess  for  this  borough." 

March  SO,  I7U.  A  petition  of  Sir  Theodore 
Janssen  and  Colonel  Anthony  Moigan  against 
the  return  of  Sir  Robert  Raymond  and  Colonel 
Henry  Holmes,  by  means  of  several  undue  and 
iadirect  practices. 

July  31,  1716.  A  petition  from  ttie  same  to  the 
same  effect. 

The  committee  resolved ;  "  That  Sir  Robert 
Rsynard  and  Colooel-Heofy  Holmes  are  not  duly 
elected,"  and 

*'  That  Sir  Theodore  Janssen  and  Henry  Mor- 
gan,  esq.,  are  duly  elected  burgesses'  to  serve  for 
this  borough ;"  which  resolutions  being  twice 
read,  were  agreed  to  l^  the  House. 

Jan.  93,  17S0.  A  motion  being  made,  '*^That 
Sir  Theodore  Janesen,  a  member  of  this  House,  is 
gnihy  of  a  notorwus  breach  of  trust  as  a  director 
of  the  South  Sea  Company,  and  thereby  occa- 
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sioned  a  very  considenble  Iom  to  great  numberB 
of  his  UHyesty's  •ubjeets*  which  has  highly  pre- 
judiced the  public  credit."     < 

Resolved,  nem  oon,:  "  That  Sir  Theodore  Jan»- 
sen  is  guilty  of  the  charges  brought  agaioet  him, 
and  that  far  bis  ssid  thence  he  be  expelled  this 
Bouse  ;"w-and  ordered,  "  That  be  be  talteo  ioto 
the  custody  of  the  swgeaot  at  arms." 

Pari.  13.  The  Hon.  Geoi^e  Lene  Pariier  snd 
Thomas  Duminer,  esq.,  petitiooed.  In  the  year 
177^.  the  chairmap  of  the  committee  reported  to 
tbe  House,  "  That  the  petitioners  were  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned." 

CORPOBATION 

CoDsists  of  a  mayor  and  twelve  burgesses,  ac- 
cording to  a  charter  granted  in  the  7th  of  James  I. 

BIGHT    OP   ELECTION. 

April  11,  1717.  Resolved :"  That  the  bye- 
law  made  the  Slst  of  September,  1670,  by  the 
Mayor  and  live  chief  Buigesses  of  Yarmouth,  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  being  the  migor  part  of  the 
chief  Burgesses  then  exivtios  for  electing  freeBur^ 
gesses  by  the  Mayor  and  five  chief  Buigesses,  was 
a  good  bye-Iavr,'* 

J^n.  19,  1769.  Resolved:  *' That  Thomas 
Grimes,  esq,,  being  elected  a  chief  burgess  during 
the  pretended  mayoralty  of  .John  Leigh,  esq., 
whom  the  House  resolved  was  not  legally  elected 
a  chief  burgees  of  the  said  borough,  and  was  there- 
fore incapable  of  being  elected  mayor  of  the  said 
borough,  00  the  3 1st  of  September,  \7^6." 
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Resolved:  "That  the  Rer.  Dr.  Walker,  and 
the  Rer.  Mr.  John  Oglaoder,  being  elected  chirf 
buigeeses  during  the  pretended  mayoralty  of  the 
8aid  Thomag  Grimes,  were  not  legal  chief  bur- 
geates  of  the  said  borough." 

Resolved:  "  That  the  election  of  the  twenty- 
five  free  burgesses,  objected  to  by  thfe  counsel  for 
the  petitioners,  elected  4turti^  the  present  mayor- 
alty of  the  said  Tbootas  Grimes,  esq.,  at  an  as- 
sembly in  which  the  said  Dr.  Walker  and  Mr. 
Oglander  attended,  and  Toted  as  two  of  tbe  five 
chief  burgesses  in  tbe  election  of  the  said  twenty 
burgesses,  was  ill^l  and  void." 
■  Ndmber  op  toteks — 13. 

RETimMNG  OFFICER — the  MttyOF. 

Patron  —  Sir  Leonard  Troughear  Wor3l(»y 
Holmes. 

POLITICAL   CHABJCTER. 

This  borough,  which  contains  only  seventy- 
two  bouses,  cottagos  included,  has  ne^eY  had 
more  than  one  solitary  voter  resident  in  the  place 
for  more  than  fifty  years. 

It  is,  like  Newport,  a  corporation  borough, 
though  ita  charter  is  didbrent.  *  The  corporation 
here  consists  of  a  mayor  and  twelve  capital  bur- 
gesses, with  a  power  of  making  an  indefinite 
number  office  burgesses',  who  have  altogether  tbe 
choice  of  the  members. 

The  influence  over  the  corporation  was  for  many 
years  contested  between  the  late  Lord  Holmes 
and  the  late  Jervoise  Clarke  Jervoise,  esq.,  and  the 
Leigh  family,  of  ^orth  Court,  in  this  island,  of 


jt,Goo(^lc 


^S  COUNTIES,  C^TIfiS.  AtiD  BOROUGHS. 

which  Mr.  JeiToise'«  lady  wm  a  (mt  i  a  dompro- 
SUSB  took  place,  by  which  it  was  stipulated  that 
agreat  Dumber  of  free  burgesses,  then  newly  made* 
should  be  dis&ancfaised,  which  was  aocordlngly 
done ;  that  each  party  should  thenceforth  name 
one  {nemheri  and,  to  keep  the  interests  even, 
whenever  a  capital  burgess  should  die.,  the  side  to 
which  be  belonged  should  immediately  nominate 
another  person  to  be  a  fi^e  burgess,  and  then  make 
bim  c^tal,  as  the  charter  prescribes. 

This  compromise  continued  from  the  year  1748 
till  the  l^st  general  election,  and  each  party  re* 
turned  a  member  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Jervmse, 
The  late  Sir  Henry  Worsley  Holmes  ia  eaid  to 
have  purchased  the  interest  of  hia  successor,  and 
his  son  now  nominates  both  members. 

The  whole  number  of  capital  and  free  bu^esses, 
in  1780,  were  twenty-two,  but  since  the  corpora- 
ration  has  iallen  under  the  control  of  a  single  pa- 
tron, it  has  become  the  policy  to  have  the  numb»^ 
as  low  as  possible,  and  for  that  purpose  to  make 
no  more  free  burgesses. 

NEWTON,  er  NEWTOWN. 

ISLE  OF  WIOBT. 

Newtoh,  a  borough  in  the  parish  of  Shalfleet, 
in  East  Medina  liberty,  Isle  of  Wight,  Hante. 
is  situated  on  a  bay  on  the  nm-th-weat  coast  of  the 
island,  bctwoMi  Yarmouth  tod  West  Cowes,  18 
miles  from  Southampton,  and  95  from  London. 
The  population  was  included  with  the  return  of 
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Shftlfleet.  It  was  originally  caWed  Francheville; 
which  oame  it  is  supposed  to  have  taken  frhen 
rebuilt,  after  its  destruction  by  the  French  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  II. 

BEPRESENTATITj:  HfSTOBY. 

This  smalt  borough  never  sent  members  to  Fa> 
llament  till  the  S7th  of  Elizabeth. 

Petitions,  &c.  March  3,  1676.  A  petition 
of  Sir  William  Meux,  hart.,  also  one'Dfthemayof 
and  in-burgesses,  together  with  one  of  Mr.  Heory 
Fanahaw,  relating  to  the  return  of  Sir  John  Holmes; 

The  motion  being  made,  that  these  petitions  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Priviltiges,  it  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Dec.  5^  169S.  A  petition  of  Anthony  Henley, 
esq.,  ^inat  the  return  of  James  Worsley  and 
Thomas  Dove,  esqrs.,  by  means  of  illegal  votes 
being  admitted. 

No  report  appear*. 

Pari.  16.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  bart.,  and  other 
electors,  petitioned  against  Mr.  Gregory's  election, 
but  on  the99d  of  April,  178^,  the  petition,  upon 
request,  was  withdrawn. 

C0RP0EA.TIOK; 

None.  It  has,  however,  a  titular  -  mayor, 
chosen- by-tbe  buigage-holders. 

XlQHT  OF   ELECTION 

April  22,  1729.  Resolved :  "  That  the  right 
of  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  Parliament  foe 
the  borough  of  Newtown,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
in  the  county  of  Southampton,  is  in  the  Mayor 
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and  fiorgegses  of  the  said  borougha,  having;  bo* 
rough  lands  within  the  said  borough. 
Number  op  votkbs — ^33. 
Returning  orricBR — the  titular  Majw, 
Proprietors — Hon.  Charles  Anderson  Pel- 
ham  aod  Sir  John  BacriagtoD.  ' 

POLITICAL   CHARACTER. 

This  beiog  a  decayed  borough,  ooDntting  of 
only  a  few  cottages,  and  paying  no  more  than 
three  shillings  and  sightpence  to  the  land-taXi 
may  be  ranked  with  Old  Sarum,  Gatton,  and  Mid- 
hurst,  yet  it  sends  as  many  members  to  Parliament 
as  the  county  of  Middlesex,  which  pays  a  sixth 
part  of  the  land-tax  of  the  whole  kingdcMii,  or  the 
county  of  Yorkj  which  contains  a  population  of 
near  a  miUion  p^sons,  and  has  nearly  twenty 
thousand  electors  on  the  treeholders  book !  1 ! 

The  right  of  voting  here  is  in  thirty-three  bur- 
gage>tenures,  which  have  been  split  into  thirty- 
nine,  end  are  the  property  of  the  following  per- 


The  Hon.  Charles  Anderaon  Pdham,  in 
right  of  his  wife,  as  heiress  to  the  Ute  Sir 

Richard  Worsley IS* 

Sir  John  Barrington 8 

■   Sh-L.T;  W.Holmes  ........; 7t 

Edward  Worsley,  esq S-f 

Sir  William  Oglaoder S  ' 

Heiis  of  John  Urry,  esq S 

Carried  forward 34 


o  are  ipGt,  f  One  split.  %  Xlueet^it. 
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Brought  forward . .'. ...  3< 

Co-heirs  of  John  Leigh,  esq 

Maurice  Bisset,  esq 

Barriogton  Pope  Btachford,  esq 

Heir  of  VPiUism  Hill,  esq 

Wittiain  Harvey,  a  husbaodmaD 

39 
Tbe^HoD.  Mr.  Pelbam  and  Sir  Jobo  Barringlon 
are  at  present  united ;  and  it  if  evident  that,  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  Blachford,  who  is  nephew  to 
the  Utter,  they  have  a  decisive  majority. 

One  elector  only  resides  in  the  place,  and  one 
other  was  disqualified  by  Mr.  Crewe's  bill. 

Two  of  these  burgage-bolds  were  purchased  by 
the  late  Sir  Richard  Worsley  of  the  present  hard 
Mount-£dgeoomb's  father  for  a  thousand  guineas, 
though  only  two  decayed  cottages. 

POLITICAL    ANECDOTE. 

Jn  the  pension  list  of  Charles  H.  this  paragraph 
appeared—*'  Sir  John  Holmes,  Sir  Robert's  bro- 
ther, and  membtf  for  Newtown,  a  cowardly  buf- 
fed seC'Caplain,  twice  boxed,  and  once  whipped 
with  a  dog-whip,  was  chosen  in  the  night  without 
the  head  officer  of  the  town ;  and  but  one  bur^^ess 
present ;  yet  voted  this  last  election,  and  will  be 
re-elected." 

END  OP  TOL.  I.   OF  PART  II. 

i.  ClUtt,  WiHxtT,  CiavB-owl,  n«»>ln«l,  Uaia». 
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